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Foreword 



This 8 th edition of ‘Sadda Punjab’ offers an enriched and yet another fresh take on the 
subject of General Knowledge of Punjab. This book continues to expand our 
knowledge and understanding of the subject. 


In this edition, the author has carefully and comprehensively reviewed and updated alt 
the information from reliable sources. The book continuous to be a treasure trove, 
providing a detailed account of Punjab - its history, culture, geography, economy and 
administrative structure. It also dwells on the Stale’s important acltievemenls. 

As in the previous editions, the author has made use of various techniques to present 
data in a way that makes it easy to read and understand. It is highly recommended for 
students preparing for Civil Service Examinations- while being equally useful as a 
reference book for comprehensive and updated information on Punjab. 


I congratulate Mr. Munish Jindal, yet again, for his exemplary work on bringing out 


mi 


this 8 edition and wish him continued success. 


The author’s recent venture in Chandigarh The Master’s Nook’ - An Institute for 
coaching for civil services and other competitive examinations, promises success to 
students through relevant and systematic study. As ‘Sadda Punjab’ has already proven 
to be the "go-to" book on Punjab for aspirants of competitive examinations. Hie 
Master’s Nook will be a boon for aspirants who wish to seek personal guidance from 
the author. 



September 26 , 2019 
Mohali. 


Girish Dayalan 


Preface 


I am pleased to place before (he readers a thoroughly revised, enlarged and updated 8 lh edition 
of this widely read book on General Knowledge of Punjab. The inspiration for this book arose 
from the need and desire to enlighten and instill a greater appreciation in society at large about 
Punjab and to provide a standard text cum reference book for the candidates appearing for 
Punjab Civil Service (PCS) and other competitive examinations. 

With the expansion of weightage of General Knowledge of Punjab in competitive 
examinations, the need for comprehensive text on this subject is being increasingly felt. This 
book is an effort in that direction, which would enable the readers to acquire a complete and 
detailed understanding of the subject. An effort has been made to make the book relevant, 
authentic and up-to-date. 

To give easy and quick understanding of the extremely wide subject - matter of General 
Knowledge of Punjab, this book has been divided into parts encompassing the major areas of 

I 

the subject and then further sub-divided into a range of topics. 1 have used tables, boxes and 
parenthesis to make the presentation more clear. 

The Question Bank at the end of the book is designed to help the candidates to test their 
understanding of the subject from the examination point of view. The questions are framed to 
make an assessment of their preparation for the exam as well as to manage their time judiciously 

and productively. 

It is a matter of immense satisfaction that the previous editions of the book have received an 
overwhelming response from the readers. I am confident that the readers would continue to 
respond their faith in this edition as welt. 

I would welcome constructive suggestions for further improvement of the book. 


24 September, 2019 
Dhuri 


Mimish Jindat 
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Table 1.2 


Geographical Structure 


Geographical Area 


! 


Latitude 

Longitude 


Forest A rea 



2 9*3 O’N to 32 ° 32 'N 
73 ° 55 'E to 76 ° 50 *E 


( 4 . 84 %) 



9 V 


180-300 meters 


Average Rainfall 


493.00 mm 




Total 

50,362 Km 2 

Rural 

48,265 Km 2 ( 96 %) 

Urban 

2,097 Km 2 ( 4 %) 





Table 1.3 


Administrative Units 





Districts 


2 newly created Districts 


Sub-Divisions/Tehsits 





State Legislature 

[t 


owns (having populations 1 lakh and above) 




! 

■ 

5 











2 i 



Pathankot (carved out of Gurdaspur) and 
Fazilka (carved out of Ferozcpur) 

r* ^ ~ t y if pq w §’ _ 

91 

E tgb t Tehs ils created recently: 

1. Dirbha (Sangrur District) 

2 . Majitha (Amritsar District) 

3. Bhikhiwind (Tarn Taran District) 

4. Morinda(Rupnagar District) 

5. Dudha Sadhan (Patiala District) 

6. Kalanaur (Gurdaspur District) 

7 . 

8 . Bhawanigarh (Sangrur District) 

9. Diananagar (Gurdapur District) 
Unicameral 



» • pr ' ■ 






1 % 


Municipal Committees 

W - 4 *\. • — 1 - ^ day * 1 i ■' t£*m 1 ■"* ■ ■ ■ i J L «Hkw ■ " - di 

Improvement Trusts 
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Municipal Corporations 


13 (Amritsar, Jalandhar, 



Patiala, 



Rajya Sabha Constituencies 
Vidhan Sabha Constituencies 


Bathinda, Mohali, Phagwara, Pathankot, Moga, 
Hoshiarpur, Batala, Kapurthala and Abohar) 

13 
117 


Table 1*4 

Total Population 


Demography (Census 2011) 


Male Population 


■A-ew 1 > - - 


Female Population 
Rural Population 





to Total Population 

Urban Population 

Percentage of Urban to Total Population 
Density 


Sex Ratio 


Literacy Rate 
Male Literacy ^HH|| 

■* j ■~i ri Hj&T ■ ■ m m ■ a L i f 11 fc-^-L.- T . j- - _ _- -■ _-_ 

Female Literacy 
Scheduled Caste Population 
Percentage of S.C to Total Papulation 

Wise Population: 

Sikh 
Hindu 
Muslims 







L 


Christians 



Budhist 
Other Religion 

No Particular Religion 


. _*j m i 


Scum: Census of India 2011 

Table 1,5 


277.43 Lakh 


wpbpo 




14639 Lakh ( 52 . 8 %) 


131.04 Lakh 





173.44 Lakh 


62 . 52 % 

103.99 Lakh 
37 . 48 % 

551 per sq. km 



18707137 




- • — 


70 . 7 % 


31 . 94 % 


57.69 % 
38.49 % 
1.93 % 


0.16 % 
0,12 % 
0.04 % 


0 . 31 % 


District Statistics 
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Most Literate District 

Literate District 






Mansa ( 61 . 8 %) 
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F Most Populated District 

mi: mm z k wm i i Ititti ■■ n mir "™ ■ — ^ —* eja ***“ “ - ■* 

Ludhiana ( 34.99 Lakh) 

n *i !■ ,|n: s ~ r b ^mm> ■' v ** - m « e t 1 ■ tb v> ■ 

Least Populated District 

Bamala ( 5.96 Laldi) 

t - .. - ^ *i j■■■"■ igfc- —.- 4 - - — 

Largest District (Area Wise) 

Ludhiana 

Smallest District (Area Wise) 

J SAS Nagar (Mohali) WKttKKttKKM 

Highest Sex Ratio 

Hosh i a rpur (961 per 1000 males) 

Lowest Sex Ratio 

Balhinda (868 per 1000 males) '' ' 

Highest Child Sex Ratio 

SBS Nagar (Nawanshahr) (885 per 1000 males) 

Lowest Child Sex Ratio 

_ 1 ■ ■» : ■ M — ■ ■■ — • B M *■ ■■ B • B *B» *• 

Tam Taran (820 per 1000 males) ■' T ] 

District with Highest Population Density 

Ludhiana (978 persons/Km 2 ) 

District with Lowest Population Density 

Sri Muktsar Sahib (348 persons/Km 3 ) 

Max. Decadal Growth of population 

SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

[ Min. Decadal Growth of population 

SBS Nagar (Nawanshahr) 

Max. Literacy (among males) 

Hoshiaqiui 

f Min. Literacy (among males) 

Mansa 

[ Max. Literacy (among females) 

Hoshiarpur 

- * ^ ^ m — JL. 

Min. Literacy (among females) 

1 i _ _ . . - - 

!; Mansa ~ ~ 

The Only Tehsil in Punjab which doesn’t 

Khadur Sahib 

1 have Urban population 

—-* ■ - b 

b B b - —■ ■» a • b «mi 4B m ■* - b» ■ m BE^aaMadk a «^bbb • mi 


Source: Genius of //idto 2011 


Tablei .6 State IflCOmC 


Growth Rate 

m>. 1 wiii-— * it — i ■— jl -L-g > _*>jumimbb! .muj ^-r n. f- —— ■ % — ■* < * - - - - —- - — - ' — —- —— - ■■■■ — •- ^ “ “ 

2016- 17 (Provisional): 7.16% 

2017- 18 (Quick): 6.27% 

2018- 19 (Advance): 5.93% 

Mfc r f m mrn^ * ■*7 ■ ■ ^ 1 a w r#" "*i IT r |F*®^ T »i '*^^ B 

Gross State Domestic Product at Current Prices 

2016- 17 (P): T 429666 Crores 

2017- 18 (Q): ? 475554 Crores 

2018- 19 (A): 7 518291 Crores 

■i BubJb ■ m *■ ■■a.JbB m t m m, jl* ■ JL. -m * w wm iT'anlHfa if tmLMtmmL *vMe-HB ^j^jl : — v J - 

- ^ m - ap * V 

Gross State Domestic Product at Constant Prices (2011-12) 

III - -- .am . _ _ — i _ mi - h m ^ wm m m L* " *-" 1 ™ — = m = 

2016- 17 (P):^ 353697 Crores : 

2017- 18 (Q): 7 375890 Crores 

2018- 19 (A): 7 398170 Crores 

p— ~ iBi r" "nr - i ur F *' ■ * " 1 ’ 5 " w "“ m m ,I L B IF v .■» " m " ia " v ” J N ■ 

Per Capita Income at Constant prices 

” 2016-17 (P): 7 105894 

2017- 18 (Q): 7 111019 

2018- 19 (A): 7 116315 

[ Population under Poverty Line (According to (he Expert Group 

T - *■ • ' £r ^ JLt J - f. JL. ^ SS.* 3 * 1 • ‘ ■ ^S3 - ^S| tgm 3 1 ■■ 

{ under the Chairmanship of Dr. C. Rangarajan) 

' Total: 11 J% (2011-12) 

Rural: 7.4% & Urban: 17.6% 

- f - * m s. ■ ■»- • ^■+■4*™ ■—P^s ■ w-^p.V F~—^ ^ * W 5 ~ * « - - - - 1 » 5 - - i 

Average Monthly Per Capita Expenditure as per NSS OS 01 Round 

Rural: 1 2345 & Urban: 7 2794 

Source: Economic Survey of Run job 20 IS-19 

£fk 
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Table 1*7 

Net Area Sown 
Total Cropped Area 


Agriculture 


m # 


Cropping Intensity 

Source: Economic Surrey of Punjab 2018-19 
Table i.S 



Medical and Health 



ctancy at Birth 




Male: 70.8 years 
Female: 73.8 years 


Birth Rate (as on 01 - 09 - 2016 ) 


- m m i * i « w* .«> — —• mew » 

14.9 per thousand per annum 


Death Rate (as on 01 - 09 - 2016 ) 



■■■ 


■ ■ 


ottality Rate (IMR) (SRS 2015 - 16 ) 


i 

; 


Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) (SRS 2015 ) 
Child Sex Ratio 
Hospitals ( 2017 ) 

u amm wm mrr a ■’ am jb jm jml -m * _ _ — ^ m - 

« tfl 4 ^B IK: t j n ra BBC b iBsar x; * h i |pr nw* rj| 

Community Health Centers ( 2017 ) 

* MM * m - - 

Dispensaries ( 2017 ) 

BW ^ ** ^1 TT m. dir ‘ — -■ - ; fc iliB -l —. — »i g — . - U >1 Bh L * 5 

P.H.Cs (Primary Health Centres) (2017 ) 
Ayurvedic and Unani Institutions ( 2017 ) 
Homeopathic Institutions ( 2017 ) 

4 «i■! W * BhJliiiA-. . >-* |ll « " M** - —■! # ■> ■ ' —— ■“ " ''BIBBB9 SB H — —» J 1 * ? I 

Bed installed in medical institutions ( 2017 ) 

5oii rre 7 fipowmAr -SWvry q/" Piuiyafr 20/ 

Table 1.9 

Indian Commercial Banks 





■ ■ 




495 

529 

111 

22892 


. 




ipTW&T 


4 
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i 


■Ml 


m 




«■■ II 


1 


6715 




, - - mm. - ■—' - m - t, 

^ ’ T 

,i_Ji 


Source: Economic Suney of Punjab 20IS-19 

Table uo 


™ 1 — r ' 1 " ■- *—^ r ■ • ■ ■ ■ - 

Veterinary Hospitals 
Total Live Stock (Animal Census 2012 ) 

Source: Economic Survey of Punjab 20!$-19 

Tnb1ei.it 


Animal Husbandry 
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>H 


1367 
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Industry 


*r 


Number of Factories 

Fixed Capital 

^Source; /fnjiitfjf o/jjKAiffrfcr 2015-16 

Table i.iz 
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? 4387855 Lakhs 



Miscellaneous 



Stations 


Post Offices 

it —^"iv ^ ■ 

Telephone Exchanges 
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State Profile 


Tab! 


c 1*13 


State Universities in Punjab 


Panjab University 


Punjabi university 



Guru Nanak Dev University 


Guru Angad Dev Uni versity of Veterinary & Animal Sciences 


Punjab Agriculture University 





■ “ -w m 


I.K. Gujral Punjab Technical University 




S f 


Baba Farid University of Health Sciences 


" ■ J * 


Guru Ravidas Ayurved University 


in 1 


Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law 


■ ^ —- “ —r - —— - “ " “ - —- T-1 -r v — - 1 ■ • . | — —, t- - r - sr— -— - ,- tt- ; -- - — - - —- —— 

Maharaja Ranjii Singh Punjab Technical University 
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh Punjab Sports University 


Chandigarh 


-1 


Patiala 


■■ 


Amritsar 


Ludhiana 


Ludhiana 



Jalandhar 


Faridkot 





Hoshiarpur 

Patiala 

Bathinda 

Patiala 


■ 



— — - 


Table 1.14 


Central University in Punjab 


12 . 



a 


si nr 


of Punjab 




mmrmwBm 


P- A 


Bathinda 


Table 1.15 Deemed Universities in Punjab 

13 . Sant Lbngowal Institute of Engineering and Technology (SLIET) 

Thapar Institute Engineering & Technology 



Longowal, Sangrur 

Patiala 


Tabi« 1.16 Private Universities in Punjab 

15. 

s. 

m m ^ — f wrn 1 j V « 3 W « M - 1 i|y rdi >» - - B _" ^ - r 1 r Hi = -» J - • - -«■ M - v. |fl B P 1 wr — r ^ k -M. r —— 1 m nr | " " ^ 

Lovely Professional University 

l - 9 .- —-- -- - ■ • - - - - - - - 4* 

’ Jalandhar 

16. 

Sri Guru Granth Sahib World University ■ 

Fatehgarh Sahib JH| 

17. 

ilUiflHHnH 

Guru Kashi University 

Talwandi Sabo 

mil m — -a- --=r =* :- • m ■» - Mi » -— • =: • 

[ is. 

f D.A.V 

Jalandhar 

19. 


Bathinda, Muktsar 

[' 20 . 

i ’ j ^ 1 9 1 

Chandigarh University 

Gharuan (Mohali) 

. 21 . 

Chilkara University 

**- = * — ^ _ a, _ ^ i* - — *-jb —^ L. — » .ll -a jsa. u jb s “l*-s' : ' u& ail ar *■**' i #■ ■>- • •• 

Rajpura 

22 . 

Desh Bhagat University 

Mandi Gobindgarti 

23. 

Rayst Bahra University 

Kharar 

24. 1 

RIMT University j 

Mandi Gobindgarh 

| . 

25. 

L. - a- 

Akal University 

Talwandi Sabo 1 

f 26. j[ GNA University 

Phagwara 

|27. 

' Sant Baba Bhag Singh University 

Jalandhar 



















































































































































































State Profile 


28 . CT University 


■■ 


■ 1 


29 . Sri Guru Ramdas University of Health Sciences 


■ m.mi m a — 

Ludhiana 

■ Bkv Mr r I IB UM g an 

Amritsar 



4 !■ J 


Table i.i 7 Institutes of National Importance in Punjab 

ii- 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar National Institute of Technology 

Jalandhar 

3®* — 7 » - „ m m m . >. — - om . J 

i 2 - .] 

Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (USER) 

Mohali 

S-- i - - t 

f 3 . 

Indian Institute of Technology (I 1 T) 

Ropar 

^ L j ■ a a^ ( _j ^ *: | _< 4 

' 4 

National Institute of Pharmaceutical, Educational and Research (N1PER) 

Mohali 

■“ ' fc ** »■ '* ^ S + 


Table ms Governors of Punjab 


Sr.No. 

Name of the Governors 

Took Office 

Left Office 

1 f| L ... fc7' ; j"- m ^ rim J jB ^ ^ J 

P • — Ji — V 1 

: L 

.1 

■ IM MB «■*" BB *1 _I 

Sir Chandulal Madhavlal Trivedi 

■, ■ v» - jw-.^ . m ,- -. 15 •* >■ * “ s#nv'B r lMinH9^ui. n + ^ur. » « j^b i a . te,« a —- « «, hay-1| a 

15 - 

u - . «u. .at* - 

-08 

-1947 

. ii . - ^ Jk i 

11 - 

HH ■^MflBHHHBJ 

- 03 - 

1953 

2 - 

Sir Chandeshwar Prasad Narayan Singh 

V w. ^ . .. . 

11 - 

» - ■(? ■ 

-03 

-1953 

15 - 

- 09 - 

■1958 

3 . 

k - 

j ( Narahar Vishnu Gadgil ^^HHB 

™ ■ ■! IB - i*J. - ^ T BLai . ‘ ■• BJ . i' J B BBM M ' ..— M M — 1 M HI —■ M i 

HU ,5_ 

-09 

-1958 

01 - 

i _ i If! - a! »_ ■ 

-10- 

™ ^“1 U.ff ( HU 

■1962 

-M mm i-; ■ i a i A. - ■ ? a 1 

k 

1 

1 ■ 1 .fiilfci 

Pattom Thanu Pillai 

HB 01 

10 

-1962 

ii 04 - 

- 05 - 

1964 

5 . 

p -fc—i. K.'. mb it a -i . , . . 4^ 

Hafiz Muhammad Ibrahim 

04 - 

-05 

-1964 

01 - 

- 09 - 

■1965 

- J 


Sardar Ujjal Singh 

■BflJ B Bl ~ ■ API « 

01 - 

■:-! MHI.B. IBM ■dHBl BBI B^ta <B^ »pj—^ r 

- 09 - 

-1965 

* AJi" 

1 ^ 

w 

i 

- 06 - 

1966 

« B. B B i ■ 


■ ♦“ ■ ■ " a lL .., ,_ . ■■ ^hbhi ■dfawrr nn iub ■■ - a . - M » rT B ■ a , ■,, a , a a - 

Dharma Vira 

““ 26 - 

- 06 - 

-1966 

01 - 

- 06 - 

1967 

8 . 

^■1 , •uf 

ffU— -.i*. 1 — W l- fc ' 

Mehar Singh 

01 - 

- 06 - 

-1967 

16 - 

- 'b-— . -Mi M B. 

-10- 

1967 

9 . 

Dadasaheb Chintanani Pavate 

16 - 

-10- 

-1967 

m 

21 - 

05 - 

■1973 

IBIHL 1 

10 . 

■-Ji Bi m is .w L«i 

Mahcndra Mohan Choudhary : ' 

Hfl | 

- 05 - 

-1973 

01 - 

■■AhI ■■-—:•■_.«•_ rhM BBbBmbM 

- 09 - 

1977 

11 . | 

Ranjit Singh Narnia 


- 09 - 

-1977 

1 24 - 

■■ HP 

- 09 - 

1977 

B 

12 . 

■■HHbi 

Jaisukh Lai Hathi 

24 - 

- 09 - 

-1977 

26 - 

-OS- 

1981 

13 . 

|l ■ — ■ ^ - M» - 

Aminuddin Ahmad Khan 

1 M - B? Bi ■> -» i --— m m • m ■ mb m • b b ■ _____ __ — • ... ««...»• 

IHH 

- 08 - 

-1981 

1 ■ i ■ ■ 

21 - 

* h—2»- 

- 04 - 

1982 1 

^ HBnn 

14 . 

. - *-—- * 

Marri Chenna Reddy 

; 2 i- 

- 04 - 

- 1982 

- 07 - 

-02- 

1983 

15 . 

S.S. Sandhawalia 

07 - 

—fli. mi Am jt a - ■ 

-02- 

-1983 

1 | B Vf |g 

21 - 

-02- 

1983 

16 . 

Anant Prasad Sliaima 


-02- 

-1983 

: io- 

10 - 

1983 ] 

17 . H 

-| Bhairab Dutt Pande 

HHHIiV ? 

bb 

-10- 

-1983 

03 - 

• 07 - 

1984 1 

18 , 

Kershasp Tehmurasp Satarawala 

bb 

- 07 - 

-1984 

14 - 

03 - 

1985 

19 . 

Arjun Singh 

" ! 14 - 

- 03 - 

-1985 

; i 4 - 

11 - 

1985 

■ 

20 . | 

Hokishc Sema 

14 - 

H B ^BBi • BMI ■* * B B 

-11- 

-1985 

26 - 

11 - 

1985 

■HilHBKaHULar 

21 . 

| - -,- 

Shankar Dayal Shanna 

bb 

-II- 

-1985 

02 - 

HI HH 

04 - 

1986 I 

1 

[22. g 

Siddharta Shankar Ray 

02 - 

- 04 - 

- 1986 

:o8- 

1 if JUHI ’Mi • 

12 - 

1989 

1 

[ 23 . ~7 

Nirmal Mukarji 

08 - 

-12- 

-1989 

• 14_ 

06 - 

1990 

[ 24 . B| 

Vircndra Verma 

14 - 

B V 

- 06 - 

-1990 

i 18 - 

12 - 

1990 

[ 25 . 

General Om Parkash Malhotra 

“' * t* *1 j fc ■ S - Ii J ■ -» «- . .«i Kb ■ L !■ fc ■> .aaB JI A. A,A — * _m_ mK_ »ig ■ _. mbbbB. ■ mbAm b m i » ■ b ^ — bb bb m _ m Ab - bb 

’ 18 - 

-12- 

-1990 

; 07 - 

08 - 

1991 


i 


pUtt-jw 
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Surendra Nath 

07 " 

- 08’ 

-1991 

09 

-07- 

-1994 

27. 

■[ Sudhakar Panditrao Kurdukar 

09- 

-07- 

-1994 

1 18 

-09- 

-1994 j 

28. 

flL • 1 — 

Lieutenant General B.K.N. Chhibbcr 

18- 

-09- 

-1994 

II 27 

-11- 

-1999 

29. 

Lieutenant General J. F. R. Jacob 

« Ji b -l — m m m - »* '■ _ s ' a ^ * -■*'- 1 - *' — ““ ^ r "" 2? ® " ’ s —j - * t>"t’ J 

27- 

-11- 

-1999 

708 

-05- 

-2003 

30. 

Om Parkash Verma 

... - .. B. - - » - *• i '"J -4J - w • ¥— - «*- S=£ -M-l» i - - K. i - M a - m r ^ . ■ 

08- 

■i 

-05- 

-2003 

: 03 

-11- 

-2004 

e*« _ ■ 

31. 

Akhlaqur Rahman Kidwai 

03- 

-11- 

-2004 

16 

H4PIHW 

-11- 

-2004 

W~fW m 

32. 

x* mb* m ma -m m * *apw ■ H • w • ■ |i ■ * m* 

General Svnith Francis Rodrigues 

16- 

MBMab- 

-11 - 

-2004 

^22 

-01- 

-2010 

Iinli ■ lima ■■■ / MT... ■ 

33 . * 

Shivraj Patil 

■•A ■■ mb-»- m » .m a m - 

22- 

01 

-2010 

21 

¥ *" -%i t 

-01- 

-2015 j 

34 . 1 

Kaplan Singh Solanki 

21- 

-01- 

-2015 

22 

*H ■■ 

-08- 

-2016 

[ 35 . 

Iki m _b rfl H fl 

V.P. Singh Badnorc 

22- 

-08- 

-2016 

Incumbent 

M 


Table 1.19 

Sr. No. 



of Punjab 








[ 2 . 

I LjChS 

3. 

4. 

(S 

f6. 


7. 


S. 

I , +* 

9 . 

r 10 . 


n. 


14 


1 


15 


16. 


L 


17. 



[19. 
20 . 
21 . 


22 


23. 


I r 


^ r 


Name or the C.M.S 
Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava 

Bhim Sen Sachar 

Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava 
President Rule 


j" Bhim Sea Sacbar 
Pratap Singh Kairon 

m hr '■ a 

H Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava 



Ram Kishan 

President Rule T*' 

. j MB* — »■ _ M — aM^M^M — J. <mmm* - —» BM » 

■Mr * - mmmm w MB' B .<■* • ■■ » m • • ■ ■ 

Giant Gurmukh Singh Musa fir 


Justice Gum am Singh 


12. | 

■ mr^ —. |i ii —1 ^ ^ *’ mr 

Lachhman Singh 

13. 

President Rule 




■ ■ 


Justice Gumam Singh 

am ma 1 • - mb mbe > m ■» mj ■ m «m 1 iJ ~ m i * > *1 3 mi 

Parkash Singh Badal 

President Rule 


Giani Zail Singh 


■ ■ 


■ ■ 


* 


kiv — -■ = •* B ' ■ (■ m ■ — ami ■ tm ■ am* <m 

President Rule 
Parkash Singh Badal 
President Rule 

Darbara Singh 

President Rule 

Suriit Singh Bamala 



Period 


Congress 

■ 15- 

-08- 

- 1947 

to 

13- 

-04- 

-1949 

Congress 

i3- 

-04- 

-1949 

to 

18- 

-10- 

■1949 

Congress 

18- 

MB 

-10- 

•1949 

to 

20- 

-06- 

-1951 

■ 

- 

20- 

■f ■!— , am ■* 

-06- 

-1951 

to 

17- 

-04- 

-1952 : 

—■ — ■: _ m. mr=sa r J 

Congress 

7 17- 

-04- 

-1952 

to 

23- 

-01- 

DFnFsiiFnp'np 1 1 

-1956 

. : 1 1 ' J 

' ’ Congress 

7 23- 

-01- 

-1956 

to 

21- 

-06- 

■1964 

Congress 

! 21 ‘ 

-06- 

-1964 

to 

06- 

-07- 

-1964 

Congress 

06- 

H ■ ji ■ m> ■ ■ 

-07- 

M _ _[, J . 

-1964 

to 

05- 

-07- 

i 

-1966 1 

■ ■ ► * ■* W 

'7 05- 

-07- 

-1966 

to 

01 - 

-11 - 

■ 1966 

Congress 

1[ 01 - 

-11- 

-1966 

to 

08- 

-03- 

-1967 

SAD 

if 08- 

P 

-03- 

-1967 

to 

25- 

■ MB M 

-11 - 

-1967 

SAD 

] : ’25 - 

11 - 

-1967 

to 

23- 

-0B- 

-1968 

m a ■bm>~b BpBaB] 1 

■ ^ m . ’ igj-W ■ 

- 

7 23 - 

-08- 

-1968 

to 

17- 

-02- 

-1969 I 

SAD 

--... . 

:: 17 - 

-02- 

-1969 

■■ «l MS 

to 

27- 

-03- 

-1970 

a-r.- • 

MsadH 

j 27- 

- 03 - 

-1970 

to 

14- 

-06- 

-1971 j 

A aT* i| m -- - - -f _ mm igi iiH 

Ib. aMMBHi. mi m^m=- - -*mm «>■ —» 

‘ r 14- 

-06- 

-1971 

to 

17- 

-03- 

-1972 

■.. tkm a, ■ -wa^aJ^ 

*W •* —* ma • • .^bbm» — !■ -—■ - 

Congress 

If 17- 

m mm ■ . . fc Hi mi mm 

-03- 

-1972 

[0 

30- 

-04- 

-1977 f 


r 30- 

-04- 

-1977 

to 

20- 

-06- 

-1977 

(BBU >■> M -fl m~ MB ■« ■■■ ■ JB m *H 

^ SAD ^ 

7 20- 

■ j ■ 

-06- 

-1977 

to 

17- 

-02- 

-1980 

■ *W' J " ™ * 

B "" ■ 1 <■ B i | [ ■ HK ~ 3ME • MM B 

T 17- 

-02- 

-1980 

k mi - ■ m m mi 

to 

06- 

-06- 

-1980 

Mk Imi bb- a _ m: m ■ m mmmmM 

r 

Congress 

06- 

JI m = J , " a _ 

-06- 

-1980 

to 

10- 

-10- 

-1983 

m.".- J, a B 4 — „ _ =*!■ 

H H j — » r 

10- 

J 4 ■ * 

-10- 

-1983 

■ ■ 

to 

29- 

-09- 

- 1985 ] 

SAD 

7 29- 

-09- 

-1985 

to 

II 

-06* 

-1987 

■ A *- M Bb ■■ ■ m. m. - - J 
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24. ' 

President Rule 


-06 

- 1987 to 25 ■ 

-02 

- 1992 

2 s. r 

Beaut Singh 

Congress 25 ■ 

- 02 . 

-1992 to 31- 

-08- 

-1995 

26. T[ 

Harcharan Singh Brat 

Congress 31- 

* r--- — !■ Ill** ■ 11 • .1 i— '7m • J IHi ^ MB 9 - MBBj - ' ■* Ml ■" 1- II 1 

-08- 

- 1995 to 21 - 

-01 - 

-1996 

j 27. 

Rajinder Kaur Bhaltal 

Congress 21 ■ 

-01 

-1996 to 12- 

-02 

- 1997 

_ a ■ m v «p 

28. 

Park ash Singh Badal 

SAD 12 - 

; 

-02 

-1997 to 26- 

- 02 - 

-2002 

■ ■ i JL i'i 

29 . 

m. 

• m 9*"** __ • • • bb— *b»• m| a • m m m >m 

Amarinder Singh 

Congress 26 * 

- 02 - 

-2002 to 01 - 

-03- 

-2007 

30 . 

■] Parkash Singh Badal 

sad g oi- 

-03- 

- 2007 to 06 - 

-03- 

-2012 j 

31. 

i-rillB-sJai BtK 

■ v Hmn avi ji f » a 

Parkash Singh Badal 

sad 06- 

-03- 

-2012 to 16- 

03- 

-2017 

32. 

Captain Amrinder Singh 

Congress 16- 

03 - 

■2017 to Till Present 


Tabic 1.20 Members of Lok Sabha 


Sr.No, 

p^ft hi /■"L; fc * 

Name of Member 

Party 

■ H-pift> it m -* A ‘ § n F i Ibb^m f= arp iaji H I Ht ft JUi jMt «|^ * ^ p HW fg . -g_ 

Name of Constituency 

1 * 

Gurjit Singh Aujla 

INC 

Amritsar 

2 

Jasbir Singh Gill 

INC 

*" «H IfeMK ■ B- Mj #» . . - M B- 

Khadoor Sahib 

" M J> —• | J , B I 

3. 

■ *. ^ Bt|,J|M. ft — — ■— ^ 

Santokh Singh Chaudhary 

^ B*-M* SB Ml— (L « 1 »M J' * ' •• ' « ■ — jp» *- f«B 

INC 

i^B i ft ft| B m 4 MIB .M M 1 - P M BB 

Jalandhar (SC) 

4 - 

Som Parkash 

0 BJP 

Hoshiarpur (SC) 

5 H 

Manish Tiwari 

■ —hj a i^i ip !■ mfc glii a p> j| || i— p. M ^ ^ j | ^ . t B y s a 

INC 

Anandpur Sahib 

V « ■ Qb^MBBmI BA- _ 1 Mi i B 

6 . 

Ravneel Singh Bittu 

HUB ■■■^HBHB^HIHMBHBBHBHBHb. l HI^^M^H^HlflkdftBJI- A* IHMBB <b H* 1 ft m mb 4 »■ 

INC 

Ludhiana 

jfl IB -- ■ - . MB BESb M ~i iJMMlI^BBB SBBMB -—iMi. — 

7. 

Amar Singh 

INC 

Fatehgarh Sahib (SC) ! 

S. | 

Mohammad Sadique 

INC 

Faridkot (SC) 

1 LB •UtMk U . :f I b . . a-- Z idb. '!B 

9. | 

Sukhbir Singh Badal 

SAD 


10 . 

Harsimrat Kaur Badal 

‘ ” " SAD 

Bathinda 

11 . 

B hag want Mann 

AAP 

Sangrur ] 

12 . 

■; Hir ~ m ■—; ? _ * B * s. * e ■> i^a» - 

Preneet Kaur 

INC 

Patiala ■ 

-m. ^m'm ■ ■ ' ri ?_ i m Jlf — _ a i j 

13. 

Sunny Deol 

«-*pI rn^^ii- 1 r y wmwLrnm - ■ ^ .___a. ^ __ 

’ BJP 

E^MM -a IMMlfti J—M-JB _-J—. IBB - ■■ JB a -B^Bi M_ 

Gurdaspur 

- IT* M--t — ■ ■ B M 1 ■' li A *‘ M il Ml - .1 


Table x+zi 


Members 


Sr.No. Name of the Members 



Sabha 


Party 


1. 

2 , 


Pratap Singh Bajvva 




Zf 


Balwindcr Smgh Bhundcr 


SAD 


M* 



(3. 

Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa 

A - 

Shamsher Singh Dullo 

5. 

Naresh Gujral 

6 * 

■ ■ 

Shwet Malik 

‘7. 

. l r j 

Ambika Soni 
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Table i.xa 

Name 


Punjab Cabinet (Council of Ministers) 


Chief Minister 



Capt. Amrinder Singh 


Administrative Reforms, Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, 
Horticulture, Conservation of Land and Water, Civil Aviation, 
Defence Services Welfare, Excise & Taxation, General 
Administration, Home Affairs & Justice, Hospitality, Investment 
Promotion, Information & Public Relations, Legal & Legislative 
Affairs, Personnel, Environment, Vigilance, Wildlife, Science & 
Technology, Power, New Sc Renewable Energy Sources, 
Information Technology and Governance Reforms. 


Cabinet Ministers 
Brahm Mohindra 


Local Government, Parliamentary Affairs, Elections and Removal 
of Grievances i 


Manpreel Singh Badal 

Finance, Planning and Programme Implementation 

[ Om Parkash Soni 

Medical Education & Research, Food Processing and Freedom 

Fighters 

Sadhu Singh Dharamsot 

Forest, Printing Sc Stationery, Welfare of SCs & BCs. 

- -M A Ml llii M M - »■ A __ »^i Mm *r *1 — Hiil 1 i..JL » HAJLA S «■* rflB 

Tript Raj inder Singh Bajwa 

■ r ■ -r a ^ - ** ■ .*« 

L. __ ____ _ _ 

Animal Husbandry, Fisheries & Dairy Development, Rural 
Development & Panchayats and Higher Education. 

[ Charanjit Singh Channi 

1 . _ - . . M m c ■ d 

Technical Education Sc Industrial Training, Employment 
Generation and Tourism & Cultural Affairs. 

. , , - . , •- * -4- « : ^ - 


A run a Chaudhary 

Razia Sultana 

Rana Gurmect Singh Sod hi 


Social Security and Women & Child Development 
Transport and Water Supply & Sanitation (Public Health) 

Sports Sc Youth Affairs and NRI Affairs 


- 












Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa Cooperation and Jails 


. - i 




Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria 


Gurpreet Singh Kangar 

■ a ■ T. ■ Jzkk ' ^ ■ — — 1 — ■ JK 

Balbir Singh Sidhu 

dL ^ yf. » - * - h brnO^m r ■ -, — - - --- - - - * 

\ Vijay Indcr Singla 


Sunder Sham Arora 
Bharat Bhushan Ashu 


Water Resources, Mines & Geology and Housing & Urban 
Development 

- _ ■«, — ^ hJK ** * * ■ m aw . IhAmm - IMl — t — - „ r . , * - a, - ^ ^ - - 

Revenue and Rehabilitation & Disaster Management 


Health & Family Welfare and Labour 
School Education and Public Works 
Industries & Commerce 
Food & Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs 













_ : 
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Chapter 2 

Geography of Punjab 


2.1 Introduction: 

Punjab is located in the north-western part of India. It extends from 29° 30’N to 32° 32' North 

latitude and from 73° 55’ East to 76° 50’ East longitude. The distance between its north and south is 
about 335 kms and between its east & west is about 300 kms. 

It shares international border with Pakistan in the west. In the north it is surrounded by Jammu &. 
Kashmir, in the east by Himachal Pradesh & in the south by Haryana & Rajasthan. Punjab is the 
western component of the Great Northern Plains or the Satluj-Ganga Plains of India. 

It is triangular in shape. The base lies in the south along Haryana border. The western side is 

formed by Pakistan border & Himachal Pradesh border forms its eastern side. The apex lies in the 
north in the Dharkalan block of district Pathankot. 

Punjab is one of the small states in India having an area of 50,362 sq.km, which is 1.54% of the 

total geographical area of the country. Amongst 29 slates of India, size wise Punjab comes at I8 lh 

rank. 


2.2 Physiography: 

Though at a general look at physiographic map it appears that Punjab is predominantly alluvial plain, 
but vve see it closely it becomes clear that whole state is not a flatfish alluvial plain. The plain rises to 
form hills towards the east and north-east and it becomes uneven towards south-west due to the 
presence or large number of sand dunes and sand Hats. 

Thus, the whole Punjab region can be divided into following landform types: 

1 . The Siwalik Hills 

2 . TheKandi 

3. The Alluvia) Plains 

4. The Dune Studded Plain 

l. The Siwalik Hills: This hill trad of Punjab is from 5 to 12 km in width runs along the extreme 

north-eastern part of the state. The tract covers the easternmost areas of five districts — 
Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Hoshiarpur, Nawanshahr and Rupnagar. 
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Geography of Punjab 

It runs like a wall from North-West to South-East, separating the Himalaya from the plains. 
Their height ranges between 400 to 700 metres above sea level. 

The slope of the hills is gentler towards the Punjab plain than the side that faces the Himachal 

Pradesh. 

2. The Kandi: The Siwalik Hills, on their west and to their east in Nurpur Bedi block of Rupnagar 
district, degrade into a dissected, rolling and coarse grained material which forms upland plain 

called as the Kandi. 

This Kandi proper tract, on the whole lies roughly to the east of Pathankot - lloshiarpur - 
Ropar - Chandigarh road with gaps formed by flood plains of rivers Beas and Salluj. It comprises 
the parts of Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur and Nawanshahr districts. 

Tills region is badly dissected with numerous chocs (seasonal & cphermal streams) and Khads 
(sandy bed of streams). Because of rough, porous & coarse grained deposits, numerous dices 
disappear in the area without joining the major stream or river. It extends in the form of narrow 
and long belt along the entire length of Siwalik Hills under different names - such as Kandi, 

Ghar & Changar. 

A. Kandi: It lies roughly between 300 & 400 metres above sea level, 

B. Changar: The Kandi m Anandpur Sahib block of Ropar district is called as Changar. It is a 
strip of land extending along the left hand of river Satluj. It rises abruptly eastwards from 
Nangal - Ropar road. 

C. Gliar: The dissected upland plain to the west of Siwaliks in Ropar district and to the south of 
Sirsa Nadi is called as Ghar. The western part of Nurpur Bed! block to the east of Siwaliks is 

also called as Ghar. 

3, The Alluvial Plains: The Punjab alluvial plain is a part of the great Indo-Gangelic plain that is a 
synclinal basin formed by the elevations oT Himalayas. The Punjab Plain lies between 180-300 
meters above sea level. It is higher near the Siwalik Hills and slopes gradually away from them. 
Rupnagar, HoshiaTpur, Nawanshahr and Gurdaspur districts arc 270-300 meters above sea level. 
Central Punjab is 230-270 meters above sea level. Other districts are less than 230 meters above 

sea level. 

The land slopes from cast to west. The gradient is much more in the cast than in the west. The 
region covers nearly the 70% of total area of the state. 

The region includes the three well recognized areas:- 

1. Maj ha (Upper Barf Doab) 

2. Doaba (Bist Jalandhar Doab) 

3. Malwa Plains 
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Majha (Upper Bari Doab): spreads over 4 districts: Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Amritsar and Tam 
Taran. It is bounded by River Ravi in the west and River Beas in the east and Satluj in the south. 

Doaba (Bisi Jalandhar Doab): is a triangular area between River Bcas in the north-west, River 
Satluj in the south. It slopes south-westward. The region is almost Rat The region has very fertile 
and mature soils. Bist Doab Plains cover 4 districts: Kapurthala, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur (western 
parts) and Nawanshahr. 

Mahva Plains: the region lies between river Satluj in the north and river G ha g g ar in the south. 
The area slopes south-westwards. Malwa Plains cover the largest part of Punjab. The region 
spreads over 14 districts: Ferozepur, Faridkot, Fazilka, Bathinda, Bamala, Sangrur, Mansa, 


Tabic 


luklsar, Ludhiana, Rupnagar and Fatchgarh 
Division of Districts under these Regions 



ajha (4 Districts) Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Amritsar and Tam Taran 
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Doaba (4 Districts) Kapurthala, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur (western parts) and Nawanshahr - 





Malwa (14 Districts) 


Ferozepur, Faridkot, FaziQca, Bathinda, Bamala, Sangrur, Mansa, Patiala, 


Mohali, M oga, Muktsar, Ludhiana, Rupnagar and Fatchgarh Sahib 

m L■ m i am M—lawdL—- a -‘a> •! i ■ '■■ ■ - a — - 1 — —- ---=— — 1 m 1 r B '— a — 
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4. The Dune Studded Region: The south - western districts of Punjab having a semi - arid climate 
that borders with the Thar desert of Rajasthan are studded with sand dunes. Though the whole 
region is plain but there is a frequent occurrence of sand dunes and sand ridges. 

It comprises the parts of Bathinda, Faridkot, Ferozepur, Mansa, Muktsar, Sangrur & Patiala 
districts. These are believed to have developed due to the braiding action of the Satluj and 
Ghaggar rivers and their tributaries or seasonal streams and reworking of the (luviatile deposits 

by constant wind action. They are locally known as "Tibbas". 

Most of the dunes have been stabilized and some of them have been levelled or cleared for 
cultivation. The whole of this region ties between elevations of about 220 m above sea level in 
the east to about 183 m above sea level in the west. 
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Geography of Punjab 


2.3 Drainage System of Punjab: 

The land of Punjab was watered by what the Rigveda calls ‘the Seven Sindhus (rivers)' and these 
seven rivers are believed to have included the Indus, its five tributaries and Sarasvati River. The 
Mahabharala gives us to understand that the land of Punjab was watered by the five rivers: Satluj, 
Reas, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum, together with Sindhu as sixth. In epics and Purans, Punjab has been 
referred to as ‘Panchanada’, means the 'Land of five rivers’. When the Greeks conquered this region 
they called it Pentopotamia, which also means in Greek language ‘the country of five rivers’. 

The name ‘Punjab* derives its name from two Persian words, 

Panj (five) and ab (water) - meaning five waters of rivers, which 
suggest that Punjab was fortunate in having five perennial rivers - 

Satluj, Bcas, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum. But after partition in 1947, 

Punjab was left with three perennial rivers only - Satluj, Beas and 
Ravi (the remaining two are in Pakistan Punjab now). 

There are two types of rivers or streams in Punjab, They are: 

1. Perennial (Always with water) 

2 . Seasonal or Ephemeral 


Ancient Names of Rivers 



1 


Sallutri 




Chenab [ Asikni 



Jhelum 



.. 

- 


Vitasta 



Indus 


Sindhu 
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Sarusti 
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Perennial Rivers: 

The Ravi, the Satluj and the Beas are the three perennial rivers, which have their source of origin 
beyond Punjab in Himachal Pradesh and Tibet. 

1. The Satluj River: 

The Satluj River originates in the Rakas Lake near Mansarover at an altitude of 4,555 m in Tibet, 
where it is known as Langchen Khambab. It flows in a south - westerly direction along the southern 
slopes of Kailash Parbat passing through the Shipki La and then, it enters the Kanawar valley in 
Himachal Pradesh. Then it enters the Bilaspur district of Himachal Pradesh. 

Flowing through Himachal Pradesh, it cuts across the Naina Devi range of the hills at Bhakra 

where the world’s 2nd hugest dam has been built. After gushing through Bhakra gorge, it enters 
Punjab Plains near Nangal in Ropar district. About 160 kms down-stream from Ropar, the River 

Beas joins the Satluj at Harikc in Tam Taran district. From there it follows the south-westerly course 
to meet joint course of the Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum (Trimab-thrcc rivers). This meeting point of the 
combined Satluj-Beas & Trimab (Ravi, Chenab & Jhelum) is called Pan j nod (five Rivers), 

It is an antecedent river and marks the international boundary between India and Pakistan from 
near Ferozepur to Fazilka for about 120 Kms, It roughly divides Punjab into two parts. Northern and 
Southern. It is a very important river as it feeds the canal system of Bhakra-Nangal project. 
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Drainage System of Punjab 



Towns situated on the bank of the River Satluj in Himachal Pradesh: Bilaspur, Rampur, 


Kumharsain, Taranda, Kalpa and Namgaya. 


• Towns situated on the bank of the River Satluj in Punjab: Ropar, Phillaur, Harike, Ferozepur. 
2, The Boas River: 


The Beas River originates from the Beas Kund in Kullu Hills near the Rohtang Pass at an altitude of 

4000 m above the mean sea level. The river flows through the Kullu valley and then cuts through 

Dhauladhar range in a deep gorge near Kali and Largi. Further down, it flows through Kangra valley 

and then enters Punjab Plain through Hoshiarpur district near Talwara, where many choes and khads 

join river Beas. Near Mirthal, the river is joined by the Chakki stream. It finally passes through 

Kapurthala and Amritsar and joins the Satluj near Harike in Tam Taran district after flowing for a 
total distance of460 kms. 

• Left side tributaries of the Beas River: Parbati & Suketri 

• Right side tributaries of the Beas River. Uh!, Lambadug, Gaj and Chakki 

• Important towns situated on the banks of the Beas River in Himachal Pradesh: Manali, Nagar, 
Kullu, Mandi. 

• Important town situated on the banks of the Beas River in Punjab: Harike. 

• The famous Manikaran Gurdwara is located on the bank of its tributary Parbati, 

• Pong Dam has been constructed across the Beas River, a few kilometers above Talwara town to 
produce hydro-clcctricity, 

• Kandi Canal and Mukerian Hydcl channel have been taken off from the Beas River near Talwara, 
3. The Ravi River: 

The Ravi River originates from the west of the Rohtang Pass in Kulu hills of Himachal Pradesh at an 
altitude of 4100 meters. It drains the western slope of Pir - Panjal Range and the northern slope of 
Dhauladhar Range. It flows through the Chamba valley of Himachal Pradesh and enter Punjab at 
Chaundh village on Chamba border. 

Then it flows towards south-west and runs along the Jndo-Pak boundary, along Pathankot, 
Gurdaspur and Amritsar districts, before entering Pakistan, It joins the Chenab River (actually the 
combined Jhcluni Sc Chenab River) a little above Rangpur near Sarai Sidliu in Pakistan. The place 
where the Ravi River joins the combined Jhelum-Chenab course is known as Trimab. 

• Tributaries of the Ravi River: Ujh, Jalalia Nadi Sc Sakki 
Kiran Nala. 

• Headvvorks of the Upper Bari Doab Canal system is located 
at Madhopur. 

• Thcin Dam (Ranjit Sagar Dam) has been constructed 


Rivers from the view point 

of Catchment Area: 
First Largest River: Satluj 
Second Largest Riven Beas 
Third Largest River: Ravi 
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Geography of Punjab 

upstream of Madhopur to produce hydro-electricity. 

• Downstream the Thein Dam, Sliahpur Kandi Project is being constructed to produce hydro 
electricity and to get water for irrigation in Jammu & Kashmir State. 


Seasonal River or Ephemeral River: 

1. The Ghuggar River : 

It is a seasonal river, which flows during the monsoon rains, It originates on the lower slopes of the 
Himalayas in Sarahan area of Sirmaur district and Dagshei area of Solan district of Himachal 
Pradesh. It passes through Pinjour and Momi Hills ofHaryana and leaves the hills by Chandigarh 
gorge. Then it passes through the southern parts of Patiala, Sangrur and Mansa districts in south - 
westerly direction. Further on, the stream is called Hakra which gels lost near Hanumangarh in 
Ganganagar district of Rajasthan. 

The considerably large size (5 to 8 kms wide) of this river's bed and with loamy soil in this 
river's bed, led to the belief that in old times the river must had been receiving large quantities of 
water from River Satluj from the north-east and River Yamuna from the east. But in the past, due to 
physiographic, climatic and tectonic changes, the River Satluj shifted to the north-west and the River 
Yamuna south - eastward. Thus, the Ghaggar River became a dry and seasonal river due to the lack 
of sufficient and regular supply of water. Some people call it defunct Sarasvati. 


Table 2.3 


Do You Know 


River Satluj borders 9 districts of Punjab: Rupnagar, Nawanshahr, Jalandhar, Kapurthnla, Tam 
Taran, Ludhiana, Moga, Ferozepur and Fazilka. 

districts of Punjab: Amritsar, Pathankot and Gurdaspur, 



River 


■ 
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borders 6 districts of Punjab: Gurdaspur, Pathankot, 



, Tam Taran, Hoshtarpur 


and Kapuithala. 
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Climate of Punjab 


2.4 Climate of Punjab 

The average atmospheric condition of an area over a considerable period of time is called a climate. 
The elements of climate which influence die atmospheric conditions of an area include the rainfall, 
temperature, humidity, air pressure, winds, clouds and sunshine. Due to the subtropic continental 
location of Punjab, it has Sub-tropical Monsoon type orclimate. 

The climatic rhythm is defined by the change of seasons. Meteorologists and most geographers 
recognize the following three regular seasons and two transitional seasons in Punjab: 

1. Regular: 

1) Hot and Dry Season (Summer Season) (from mid — April to the end of June) 

2) Rainy Season (from early July to the end of September) 

3) Cold Season (from early December to the end of February) and 

2. The Transitional Seasons are : 

4) Autumn (from October to the end of November) 

5) Spring (from March to mid - April) 

There may be some year to year fluctuations in the time schedule of the various seasons 

1) Not and Dry Season: 

The Punjab experiences a well defined hot and dry season from mid - April to the end of June. It is a 
period of scorching heat in Punjab. With the northward shift of sun towards the Tropic of Cancer 
after the vernal Equinox the temperature begins to rise. 

From May to June, a hot and dry westerly wind called Moo’ blows during the entire afternoon, 
which increases the temperature. It is a desiccating and scorching wind. 

At this time, the region has the lowest pressure. Tropical continental air mass covers the region. 
This warm air mass with its source in south-west Asia gets more heated when it passes over Punjab. 
The wind coming into circulation round the low pressure area of Punjab becomes turbulent and 
acquires a steep gradient giving rise to Dust storms. These dust storms invariably blow away the 
harvested crops from the fields. 

During this hot & dry period, Punjab becomes an area of very low pressure, thus forcing the 
south - west monsoons to reach this region by end of June. 

2) Rainy Season: 

Due to the development of low pressure area in Punjab by the end of June, it receives the south-west 
monsoon earliest in the country. In Punjab, both the Arabian Sea branch and Bay of Bengal branch 
of monsoons meet to give moderate rainfall in its eastern hilly districts. The amount of rainfall 
decreases towards the west and south - west of these hilly districts. 

The role of monsoons in Punjab is vital in its economy. With the first rains, there starts the 

sowing of kharif crop i.c. start of agricultural year. 
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The poached land comes to life and bare brown landscape acquires green mantle within few day 

of the arrival of rains. There is greenery everywhere and nature is at its best. 

3) Cold Season: 

The cold weather season usually sets in by mid - November in Punjab and other parts of Northern 

I 

India. December and January arc the coldest months in the northern plain. The mean daily 
temperature remains below 21°C over Punjab. The night temperature may be quite low, sometimes 
going below freezing point in Punjab. 

The main reasons for the excessive cold in Punjab during this season are: 

A. Punjab being far away from the moderating influence of sea, thus experiences continental 

climate. 

B. Around February, the cold winds coming from Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan bring cold wave 
along with frost and fog over Punjab. 

In Winters N-E monsoons do not cause rainfall on Indian subcontinent as they move from land to 
the sea and due to the anticyclonic circulation on land. However, some weak temperate cyclones 
from the Mediterranean Sea cause rainfall in Punjab. Although the amount is meager, it is highly 
beneficial for Rabi crops. 

4) Autumn Season: 

Punjab is the first state in India to sec the withdrawal of monsoon in September, Thus a gradual 
change in weather takes place which continuous so till the end of November. The weather remains 
generally dry and fair in this transitional phase of climate. The day temperature is generally high, but 
nights become pleasant in this season. 

5) Spring Season: 

At the advent of March, the temperature starts rising abruptly and the winter season begins to fade. 
The frequency of western disturbances also starts decreasing by mid March. There may be a shower 
with hail storms which damage the standing crops. 

The winds become warm & dry during the end of March and the change of weather in the 
beginning of April is rapid, By the middle of April, it ultimately emerges as the Hot Season. 
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_ Forests and Protected Areas of Punjab _ 

2,5 Forests: 

The recorded forest area in the state is 2,442 sq. Km which is 4.84% of the geographical area of the 

slate. Reserved Forests constitute 1.43%. Protected Forests 36.87% and the Unclassed Forests 
constitute 61,70%. 


District-wise Forest Area Intensity: 

1" Highest; Hoshiarpur (34%) 

2^ Highest; Ropar (24%) 

3" 1 Highest: Nawanshahr (15%) 

4 1h Highest: Gurdaspur (10%) 

These four districts have Siwalik Hills, high rainfall, numerous seasonal streams (choes), much land 
unsuitable for cultivation and maximum soil moisture storage capacity. 

• The central districts namely Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Patiala have moderately low 
forest area intensity. 

• The south-western Punjab plain districts namely Sangrur, Moga, Faridkot, Bathtnda, Mansa, 
Muktsar, Fazitka and Ferozcpur have low forest area intensity (below 2%), 

Protected Areas of Punjab: 

Protected areas arc those in which human occupation or at least the exploitation of resources is 
limited. An area of 340 Km' is being managed as protected area under 13 Wildlife Sanctuaries, 4 
Conservation Reserve and 3 Community Reserves. Punjab has total 21 wetlands. Out of these 12 arc 
natural and 9 arc manmade wetlands. 

Wetlands of Punjab: 

Wetlands are the ecosystems infused with aquatic, semi-aquatic as well as terrestrial characteristics. 
They differ widely in character due to local and regional differences in climate, soils, topography, 
hydrology, water chemistry, vegetation and other factors. 

As per the definition adopted at Ramsar Convention. 1971, “Wetlands arc areas of marsh, fen 
peat land or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary with water that is static or 
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water, the depth of which at low tide does 
not exceed six meters," 

Punjab has 12 natural wetlands and 9 manmade wetlands. Out of these three have been declared as 
Ramsar Sites i.e. Harike, Kanjli and Ropar and two declared as National Wetlands i.e. Ranjit Sagar 
and Nangal. 
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The Punjab wetlands can be categorized into following types according to their importance: 

A. Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Sites) 

R. Wetlands of National Importance 

C. State Wetlands 

D. Other Identified Wetlands 

A. Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Sites): 

There are following three Ramsar sites in Punjab: 

1. Harike Wetland: also known as ‘Hari-kc-Pattan\ is one of the largest fresh water wetlands in 
Northern India, located in the Tam Taran district of Punjab. It came into existence in 1952 with 
the construction of barrage at the confluence of Beas and Sutlej rivers in Punjab, It was declared 
a Ramsar site by the International Body of Wetlands under the UNDP in 1990. The Government 
of Punjab has also declared Harike wetland as Wildlife Sanctuary in 1982. This is a man-made 
wetland, riverine and lacustrine wetland. 

2. KanJH Wetland: is a man made fresh water wetland, located in the Kapurthala district of Punjab 
state in India, was created in 1970 by constructing the head works across the perennial Bcin 
River, a tributary of the Beas River to provide irrigation facilities to the hinterland. It was 
designated as wetland of National importance in 1988 and recognized internationally by the 
Ramsar Convention in 2002 by designating the Kanjli Lake in the List of Wetlands of 
International Importance. It has unique socio-religious importance due to its association with 

Guru Nanak Dev ji. 

3. Ropar Wetland: is a man-mad e freshwater riverine and lacustrine wetland. It came into 
existence after construction of barrage at Sailuj River near Ropar city in 1887. It was declared as 
wetland of National importance in 1996. Consequently this wetland was declared as Ramsar site 

in 2002. 

B, Wetlands of National Importance: 

There are following two National Wetlands in Punjab: 

1. Ranjlt Sugar Wetland: Ranjit Sagar located on River Ravi about 24 km upstream ofMadliopur 
he ad works in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. It is a manmade, riverine and lacustrine wetland with 
fresh water ecology. It was declared as wetland of National importance in 2006. 

2. Nangal Wetland: The Nangal dam has been constructed across the River Satluj about 13 kms 
downstream of Bhakra dam and it forms a long artificial lake popularly called as Nangal Lake. It 
was declared as wetland of National importance in 2008. This manmade wetland was declared as 
a wildlife sanctuary in 2009. 

Punjab * 


20 









Forests and Protected Areas of Punjab 

C, Stale Wetlands: 

There are Following five State Wetlands in Punjab: 

1. Jastanval Wetland; natural w etland, is situated in Harcha Chinna block near Ajnala town in 
Amritsar district of Punjab. 

2. Kahnuwan Chamb Wetland: natural wetland, is situated in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. 

3. Keshopur - Miani Wetland: n atural w etland, is situated in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. 

4. Mand - Bharlhala Wetland: natural w etland, is situated in Nawanshahr (SBS Nagar) district of 
Punjab. 

5. Dholbnha Reservoir: m anmade wetland, is situated in Hoshiarpur district of Punjab 


I), Other Identified Wetlands: 

I* Aliwali Kotli: naturalyvetland, is situated in Amritsar district of Punjab. 

2. Barela: na tural w etland, is situated in Mansa district of Punjab. 

3. Narayangarh Terkiana: natural we tland, is situated in I loshiarpur district of Punjab, 

4. Sital Sagar: n atura l wetland, is situated in 1 loshiarpur district of Punjab. 

5. Ralnibsar: natural wetland, is situated in Kapurthala district of Punjab. 

6. Lobana: nalnral wetland, is situated in Patiala district of Punjab. 

7. LeliaI Kalan: natura l wetland, is situated in Sangrur district of Punjab. 

8. Gobindgarh Khokhar: natural ^ vetland, is situated in Sangrur district of Punjab. 

9. Hussain iwala Reservoir: manmade wetland, is situated in Ferozepur district of Punjab 


10. Maiti Dam; m anmade w etland, is situated in Hoshiarpur district of Punjab 

11. Mangrowal Dam: manmade wetland, ts situated in Hoshiarpur district of Punjab 


Wlltllirc Sanctuaries in Punjab: 

Wildlife Sanctuary is an area which is of adequate ecological, faunal, floral, gcomoiphological, 
natural or zoological significance. The Sanctuary is declared for the purpose of protecting, 
propagating or developing wildlife or its environment. Certain rights of people living inside the 
sanctuary could be permitted. There are following wildlife sanctuaries in Punjab: 

1. linrike-e-Pattan Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in Tam Taran district. 

2. TakJini-Rehmapur Sanctuary; is situated in Hoshiarpur district 

3. Ahohar Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in Abohar, Fazilka district which is famous for Black 

Buck. 


4. Bir Molibagh Sanctuary: is situated in Patiala district on Patiala- Dakala road. 

5. Bir Gurdialpura Sanctuary: is situated in Patiala district on Patiala-Samana-Shatrana road 

6. Bir Bhuncrhcri Sanctuary: is situated in Patiala district on Patiala- Dcvigarh road. 
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7. Hir Mchas Wildlife Sanctuary; is situated in Nabha Tehsil of Patiala district on Nabha- 
Malcrkotla road. 

8. Blr Dosanjli Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in Nabha tehsil of Patiala district on Nabha*JorepuI 
road, 

9. Bir Bhadson Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in district Patiala on Nabh a -B hadson-G obin d ga rh 


road, 

10. Blr Alshwan Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in district Sangrur on Sangrur^Sohian road. 

11. Jhajjar-Bachniiti Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in the forest area of district Rupnagar, falls in 
Villages of Jhajjar, Bachauli and Lamheri. 

12. Kathlaur Kushlian Wildlife Sanctuary: is situated in tehsil Pathankot of district Pathankot on 


Amritsar-Jammu highway. 

13. Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary; is 
situated in district Ropar, notified 

in 2009. 


Four Conservation Reserves In 

Punjab: 

1. Rakh Saraf Am an at Khan 
Conservation Reserve: is situated 
in district Tam Taran. 

2. Beas River Conservation 
Reserve: the area of River Beas 
with all its water channels from 52 
Head TaUvara to Harike Barrage. 

3. Ran jit Sagar Dam Conservation 
Reserve: lies in Gurdaspur District. 

4. Ropar Welland Conservation 
Reserve: lies in Ropar District. 


Three Community Reserves in 
Punjab (the first ever notified in this 
country in 2007): 

1. Keshopur-Chammb Community 
Reserve : lies in Gurdaspur district. 
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Conservation Reserves: 

Conservation Reserves con be declared by the 
State Governments m any ore a owned by the 
Government, particularly the areas adjacent 
to National Porks and Sanctuaries and those 
areas which {ink one Protected Area with 
another * Such declaration should be made 
after having consultations with the loco! 

communities. Conservation Reserves are 


declared for 



purpose 


protecting 


landscapes, seascapes, flora and fauna and 
their habitat The rights of people living inside 
a Conservation Reserve ore not offected. 

Community Reserves: 

Community Reserves can be declared by the 
State Government in any area owned by any 
private person or community, not comprised 
within a National Pork, Sanctuary 
Con servo lion Reserve, where an individual or 
a community has volunteered to conserve 
wildlife and rts habitat. Community Reserves 
ore declared for the purpose of protecting 
fauna, flora and traditional or culture I 

conservation values and practices. As in the 
cose of a Conservation Reserve f the rights of 
people living inside a Community Reserve are 

not affected. 
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2, Lahvan Community Reserve: lies in Hoshiarpur district. 

3, Sis wan Community Reserve: lies in S.A.S Nagar district. 

Zoological Parks in Punjab: 

1. Mahcndra Chaudhary Zoological Park, or Chart Bir Zoo: is a zoological park located near 
Zirakpur, that houses hundreds of different 
mammals, birds and reptiles. One of the major 
attractions of Chan Bir Zoo near Chandigarh 
is the lion safari. 

2. Ludhiana Zoo (Tiger Safari): in Ludhiana 
district. 

3. Mini Zoo (Deer Park, Ncclon); in Ludhiana 
district 

4. Mini Zoo (Deer Park Bir Mott Bagh): in 
Patiala district. 

5. Mini Zoo (Deer Park Bir Tatab); in Bathinda district. 


Animal Adoption Scheme: 

The Punjab Government has initiated an 
Animal Adoption Scheme for all five zoos , 
under which any individual, trust or 
organization can adopt an animal or bird 
for a year or few months by depositing 
nominal amount with zoo authorities and 
contribute towards feeding the animal and 
maintenance of hygiene and cleanliness of 
enclosures and their medical costs . 
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2.6 Soils of Punjab: 

The word Soil originated from the latin word ‘Solum’ which means 'floor*. Soil is the top covering 
of the land and composed of mineral salts, mixture of rock particles and organic matter derived from 
the disintegration and decay of parent rocks, vegetation and animal organisms through climatic and 
biological agents spread over a span of time. Soils also contain air and water in between different 
particles or grains. The Punjab plain lies in the Indo-Gangetic drainage system and is formed by the 
deposition of alluvium brought down from the Himalayas. The original character of the surface 

materia] has been modified by the prevailing climate. 

On the basis of texture, climate, topography and denudation process, the soils of Punjab have 
been classified into following major types: 

1. Flood Plain or Bet Soils: These are khodar soils of the periodically flooded or old flood plain 
areas of various rivers, streams or choes of ihe state. They are found in the form of elongated belts 
on the both side of the river channel such as those of Saifuj, Ravi, Bcas and Ghagghar. In Punjab, 
there is a wide belt of bet soil that extends along the west bank of river Satluj from Ropar to Fazilka 
town in south-west. It is quite extensive in Zira and Moga Tehsils. 

Physical Structure & Chemistry: These are pale to yellow brown in colour. These are well drained 
and very deep and they vary in texture and those have generally low content oT organic matter. 
Because of flooding, they are stratified and wet. The pH value of this soil varies from 7.0 to 8.4. 
Such soils arc suitable for cultivation of paddy, wheat, sugarcane & vegetables. 

2. Loamy Soils: It is the most fertile & productive soil group of the state. These soils are intensively 
cultivated for wheat & paddy crops. Such soils are predominantly found in Nawanshahr district, in 
Nakodar lehsii of Jalandhar district, Phagsvara tchsil and central parts of Kapurthala district. In 
Malwa plain, these arc found in Patiala, Nabha, Sangrnr, Moga, Bathinda and Muktsar districts. Due 
to flooding by chocs and rivulets and excessive irrigation, the soils become partly affected in western 
Amritsar, south-west Batata Tehsil of Gurdaspur district. 

Physical Structure & Chemistry: These arc deep and fine grained soils which develop under sub¬ 
moist and warm temperature conditions. The pH range of this soil varies from 7.8 to 8. 

3. Sandy Soils: These arc arid soils developed under semi arid & warm climate with rainfall ranging 
from 30 cm to 50 cm. These Soils are found in south-western and south-central Punjab covering the 
districts of Bathinda, Mansa, Sangrnr, Patiala, south parts of Fcrozepur and Muktsar districts and 
some patches of Ludhiana district. 

Physical Structure and Chemistry: These soils arc yellow' to grey colour. The grey colour reflects 
deficiency of organic matter. The soil is also poor in Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium, Its pH 
ranges varies from 7.8 to 8.5. These soils are sandy loam to silt in texture. These have low- to 
medium fertility but with efficient irrigation technology. These are capable of producing cotton, 
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citnis, oilseeds, wheat and other fodder crops. 

4. Desert Soils: The desert soils have developed under arid and hot climatic conditions with rainfall 
ranging up to 30 cm. These soils arc prevalent in arid zone of Abohar and Zira tehsils of Ferozepur 
district, Muktsar, Bathinda, Mansa and in some parts of Sangrur and Ludhiana districts. 

Physical Structure and Chemistry: Soils is dry and deficient in humus. It is poor in Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus and Potassium. Its pH ranges from 7.5 to 8.5. These soils are predominantly calcareous 
due to high evaporation and little rainfall. The soil colour varies from yellow to light brown. Such 
soils are suitable Tor cultivation of cotton, moth, citrus, wheat, and bajra and kharif fodder. The soils 
are covered by wind-blown sand. 

5. Kandi Soils: These soils arc found in the areas of Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Nawanshahr 
and Ropar districts. 

Physical Structure and Chemistry: These soils have a sandy, sandy loom, silt and clayey texture. 
Eastward the Siwalik hills, such soils become coarser and rougher where it is dominated by gravels 

and pebbles. Such soils are less productive and have been deposited by numerous chocs coming 
from Siwalik hills. 

6. Sierozcms; These soils cover nearly 25% area of the state. Such soils are found in the Malwa 
plain in district Ludhiana, north and central parts of district Sangrur, Fatehgarh Sahib district, 
Rajpura, Patiala &. Faridkot district. In Doaba & Majha region, such soils are found in the form of 
long belt extending from Mukerian to Tanda and Nakodar blocks. 

Physical Structure & Chemistry: These soils arc grey in colour and deficient in organic matter. 
The soils are sandy loan, loam to silt or clay in texture. These are fine grained loamy soils, Its pH 
value varies from 7.8 to 8,5. These are the soils of the semi arid areas of Punjab where rainfall 
ranges between 50 cm to 70 cm and the average temperature ranges from 24°C to 25°C. It supports 
grass and deciduous vegetation. These soils produce highest yield of wheat under irrigation. 

7. Grey Brown Podzolic and Forest Soils; These are stony, gravelly and sandy soils found in the 
region of Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Nawanshahr & Ropar districts. 

Physical Structure & Chemistry: These soils are the result of erosion by running water & less hot 
temperature lands. Such soils are found in shrub and deciduous forests, steep slopes and the areas 
with rugged topography. These are reddish brown to olive brown in colour. 

8. Sodie & Saline Soils: These soils are round in areas of Fazilka, Ferozepur Muktsar & Faridkot 
districts. All areas of sodic soils lie along or across Bikaner land, Abohar, Balhinda, Ghagghar and 
Kolia branches of Sirhind canal & Bhakhra canal. 

Physical Structure & Chemistry; Saline soils have a high content of soluble salts (more then 0.2%) 
which render it difficult to be absorbed by plants. Its pH value ranges from 7,3 to 8.5 and soils arc 
neutral in reaction. Soils have a high percentage of Na (Sodium) more than 15% salts & high pH 
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Nawanshahr district, in Nakodar tehsil of Jalandhar district, Phagwara tehsil 
and central parts of Kapurthala district, Patiala, Nabha. Sangrur, Moga, 
Bathinda and Muktsar districts. 
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TamTaran and Patti tehsils, Mukcrian and Tanda tehsils of Hoshiarpur district, 
Nakodar and Phillaur tehsils of Jalandhar district, Fatehgarh Sahib district, 

Rajpura and Patiala tehsils of Patiala district 
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Abohar and Zira tehsils of Ferozepur district, Muktsar, Bathinda, Mansa and in 
some parts of Sangrur and Ludhiana districts. 
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Minerals of Punjab 


2.7 Minerals of Punjab: 


Minerals arc the naturally formed inorganic substances with specific chemical composition and 
physical characteristics. Punjab soils arc relatively young and most of the minerals present in these 
soils arc inherited from the Himalayan rocks. Most of the minerals in the world are associated with 
igneous and metamorphic rocks. But the geological composition of Punjab is primarily from 
sediments brought down and deposited by rivers. Sedimentary rocks comprise sand, gravels, silt, 
clay and pebbles etc. Thus there is a virtual absence of minerals in Punjab. 

The minerals of Punjab arc sand, gravels and sandstone which arc primarily found in the districts 
of Hoshiarpur, Nawanshahr, Gurdaspur, Pathankot, Jalandhar, Ferozepur and Fazilka districts. 
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Chapter 3 

Ancient History of Punjab 


3.1 Introduction: 

History starts with the beginning of writing and constitutes the domain of the Historian's interest. 
What precedes history is Pre-History or Proto-History, which is mainly the concern of archeologist. 

Pre-History records how the early man totally dependent upon the nature for his existence and 
upon stone for his early creative activity. In other words, it studies Stone Age Culture. 

Proto-history in India mainly deals with a still later period marked by the use of metals along 
with stone. In other words, it studies Chalcolithic Age Culture and Bronze Age Culture as against 
Stone Age Culture. 


3.2 Pre- Historic Punjab 

Stone Age Culture constitutes earliest phase of human civilization. The whole Stone Age Culture is 

divided into three-parts: 

1. Palaeolithic Age (Old Stone Age) 

2. Mesolithic Age (Middle Stone Age) 

3. Neolithic Age (New Stone Age) 

1, Palaeolithic Age: 

The terraces in Punjab eg. sites located in Salt Range, Kohli and Dhokgul came to be regarded as the 
habitats of early man in the pre-historic period. It began about 2,50,000 year ago. Its people were 
hunters and food gatherers. They did not know the use oT metals, nor could cultivate land. They used 
crude stones. 

With the partition of the country in 1947, India lost almost all these Stone Age sites to Pakistan. 
But the sustained efforts of researchers in recent years have led to the discovery of a large number of 
Stone Age sites in Punjab region also. A large number of sites related to Palaeolithic Age have been 
discovered at Hoshiarpur, Daulatpur, Dholbaha, DherMajra, Dhang, Dadhi, Merhanwala, Nalagarh, 
Pirthan, Khokra-Ka-Choa, Bhud, Rampura and Sirsa. 

It is presumed that there was a big lake in the area near Chandigarh in which elephants with long 
tusks wallowed. This area w r as infested with rhinoceros and other wild animals. These animals were 

hunted by the old stone age men who lived in caves. 
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2. Mesolithic Age: 

The Mesolithic Age in India is characterized by the manufacture of smaller, finer and more varied 
flake tools. However, no site in Punjab has so far discovered of this age. 

3. Neolithic Age: 

It was during this age the man learnt the art of agriculture and domestication of animals. He started 
manufacturing earthen jars to preserve his surplus stock of food. It was again during this age, that 
man learnt to produce fire, build houses of clay, canes and straw. He also learnt to manufacture 
'cloth* with the fiber of plants and the hair of animals. 

However, not much is unknown about this age in the Punjab. Tilt 1963, not a single Neolithic site 
had come to light in the Punjab region. It was only in 1963, that some polished stone related to 
Neolithic culture were discovered at Ror and Dibbar in Bcas - Banganga Valley. 


3.3 Proto — Historic Punjab 

The Stone Age Culture was merged into Metal Age, Among the metals, copper was the first to be 
discovered by man. In his further search for harder metal, man developed the art of making bronze, 
an alloy of copper and tin. In Northern India, the Stone Age was succeeded by the Copper and 
Bronze Age and Southern India witnessed the emergence oflron Age after Stone Age. Thus, in both 
cases, Stone continued to be used by man along with metal. 

The Punjab region has been the cradle of proto-historic cultures as well. The proto-historic 
people were agricultural communities with developed ceramic industries. They used copper and 
bronze, besides stone to manufacture their tools. 

These men used stone and copper implements. They invented plough, wheeled cart. They lived in 
houses bui lt of mud. They used hand-made pottery and wore ornaments of bronze and copper. They 
domesticated oxen and cultivated wheat and barley. 

It has been discovered that in nearby areas of Chandigarh there was a settlement of Chalcolithic 
period. 

Hnrappnn Civilization: 

The Harappan civilization belongs to Bronze Age Period, thus also called as Bronze Age 
Civilization. The most accepted period of thus civilization is 2500 B.C - 1750 B.C (according to 
carbon - 14 dating). This well developed civilization which existed before the Aryans in Punjab is 
also called as the Indus Valley Civilization. Since, the earliest sites of this culture were located on 
the banks of the River Indus and its tributaries, it was designated as (be Indus Valley Culture. 

It was in 1921 that Daya Ram Sahni excavated the Proto-historic sites at Harappa in Montgomery 
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district in West Punjab (Pakistan), thus called as Harappan Civilization, In 1922, a similar site was 
discovered at Mohenjo*Daro in Larkana district in Sindhu (Pakistan) by Dr. R.D.Banetjee. 

The axis of Indus Valley Civilization extended for 1000 mites of Sutkagcndor near the shores of 
Arabian sea, 300 miles west of Karachi to the neighbourhood of Rupnagar at the foot of Siwalik 
hills. The Indus Valley civilization covered parts of Sindhu. Baluchistan. Punjab, Haryana, 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Western Uttar Pradesh and Northern Maharashtra. 

After (he discovery of Harappa and Mohcnjo-Daro, many more cities were discovered like 
Chanhudnro (Sindh, Pakistan), Lothal (Gujarat), Kalibangan (Rajasthan), Banawati (Haryana), 
Dholavira (Gujarat), Sutkagcndor (Pakistan), Surkoiada (Gujarat), Rangpur (Gujarat), Rojdi 
(Gujarat), Alamgirpur (Uttar Pradesh) etc. 

Some of the important sites pertaining to (he Indus Valley civilization excavated in Punjab are 
given below: 

1. Rupnagar: An extensive mound at Rupnagar on the bank of Satluj was excavated by Y.D. 
Sharma during 1952-53. The Harappan remains in Rupnagar arc ascribed to the period between 
2000 B.C and 1500 B.C. These include earthen ware, seals, beads, bangles etc. besides a 

cemetery. 

2. Kotla Nlhang Khan (District Rupnagar): The proto-historic site of Kotla Nihang Khan in 
Rupnagar District was discovered in 1929. 

3. Dhcr Majra (District Rupnagar): The site of Bikhun or Dher Majra lies at 8 km north-east of 
Rupnagar. 

4. Bara (District Rupnagar): A mound at Bara, about 8 kms of Rupnagar, revealed the 
accumulations of the late Harappan times. 

5. Rohira (Tehsil Alt mad gar h, District Sangrur): A mound at Rohira about 6 km from 
Ahmadgarh, excavated along the line of depression which follows the ancient course of River 
Satluj, revealed that the houses were spacious and made up of bricks in the ratio of 1:2:4. A large 

number of beads of steatite terracotta, bangle pieces of terracotta and bone slyli were discovered. 

6. Sanghol (District Falehgarh Sahib): The excavation carried out at Sanghol indicates that the 
Late Harappan Culture flourished here in the past. A targe number of terracotta figurines have 
been discovered at this site. The pottery and a variety of copper objects found at Sanghol have 
more or less similarity with those recovered at Rupnagar and Chandigarh, which gives us ample 

evidence of existence of an identical culture of this area, 

7. Sunet (District Ludhiana): It lies about 6 km from Ludhiana, The present village is inhabited 
over an ancient mound. This was originally 1750 x 1200 ft. when Alexander visited the state in 
1878-79. Sunet was a large city in ancient times. A large number of important scats, coins, coin- 
moulds and human and animal figurines in terracotta have been collected from the site. 
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In addition to the above sites, explorations have been carried out in many other places of Punjab 
like Mansa and Bathimla districts. On the basis of various explorations and excavations carried out 
in Punjab, inferred that Indus Valley Civilization flourished in Punjab during the ancient past. 


3.4 The Coming of Aryans: 

The appearance ol the Aryan on the soil of Punjab is about 1500 B.C seems to have coincided with 
the destruction ol great Indus cities. They seem to have descended into Punjab Plains from the 
North-West. The war between the invading Aryans and the placid pre-Aryans of the land ended in 
the victory of the Aryans over non-Aryans. They settled down in Punjab Plains but they did not live 
in castles or mansions or in cities. They established themselves in village settlements. 

Rigveda, the most iamous book of the Aryans is believed to have been composed by seers on the 
banks ol rivers of Punjab, Besides, the Vedas, during the Aryan period, Ramnyana, Mahabharata and 
Bhagwat Gita were the most important books which were composed. It is believed that mother of 
Lord Rama, the great hero of Ramayana. belonged to Punjab. Guru Gobind Singh jj in Dasam 
Granth has connected Ghuram in Patiala district with the birth place of Mata Kaushalaya, mother of 

Lord Rama. 

During the Aryan period, the greater part of Punjab was parcelled out into a number of Republics 
like Trigartas, Kututas, Kunindas. Yakdeyas, and M a lavas etc. During the excavation carried out at 
Sanghol, Sunet. Rohira and other places in Punjab, coins have been found of the above tribal 
republics which give an ample proof of their domination in Punjab. 

In due course of time, Vcdic religion had become very complicated due to addition of more and 

more superfluous rituals. The people of Punjab, became much influenced by Buddhism and Jainism 

which laid emphasis on leading life of virtues and morals. Ultimately which lead to the weakening of 
the martial spirit of Aryans. 


3.5 The ’ersian and Greek Invasions; 

Located at the outskirts of the Persian Empire, Punjab came under frequent Persian attacks. Though 

Darius is believed to have occupied parts of the Punjab, it was Persian King Gustasp who in 516 

B.C. completed the occupation of Punjab. In time, Punjab became one of the wealthiest provinces of 
the Persian Empire. 

The Greek ruler Alexander invaded Punjab, the last province of Persian Empire, in 321 B.C. 
Most of the chieftains of the province submitted to Alexander's power without resistance. But Porus, 
the King of Betcen, refused to submit to Alexander’s authority. A historical battle was fought 
between the mighty Greek army and the small but determined army of Porus, In the end Porus lost 
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and was cap lured and brought before Alexander. Here the legendary conversation took place when 
Alexander asked Pores how he should be treated. "The same way a king treats another king", said 
Pores. Struck by his courage and genius, Alexander not only returned his kingdom to Pores but also 
added to it the kingdoms of the chieftains who had submitted to Greek might. 

After conquering the region, Alexander established two cities where he settled the people from 
his army. These cities thrived under the Indo-Grcck rule, long after Alexander’s departure. For the 
next two centuries, the Punjab region remained under Tndo-Greek rule with dynasties like the 
Seleucid and Bactrian. 

Invasion of Punjab by foreigners, brought Punjab into closer contact with the western countries. 
Several Greek and Persian colonies were established in Punjab, Many Greeks and Persians settled in 
Punjab as officers, soldiers, traders and artisans. New routes for communication and trade with the 
countries of the west were opened. The fusion of cultures was the most important effect of foreign 
invasions. Greek Scholars learnt philosophy, religion etc. from the Indians and the Indians in turn 
team Greek coinage, art, astronomy etc. Greek - type coins have been found in Punjab as a result of 
various excavations. 

3,6 The Punjab under Mauryas: 

The establishment of the Mauryan Empire in the last quarter of the 4 Jl century B.C. marks the 
beginning of the First Empire in the Indian History. During the dark period of foreign domination, 
India gave birth to Chanakya (Kautilya), one of the wisest statesmen of India, He inspired young 
Chandragupta Maurya to free Punjab from foreign yoke and establish a powerful empire in India. 
Chandragupta Maurya dethroned the last Nanda Ruler of Magadha, Dhanananda and occupied 
Pataliputra with ihc help of his teacher, Chanakya. He also defeated Scleucus Nikator, the 
commander of Alexander and occupied a large area of Afghanistan. 

Under the Mauryas, the area known as modem Punjab was incltitled in the larger province of 
Gandhara, whose capita! was at Takshila (now in Pakistan). After the death of Chandragupta 
Maurya, he was succeeded by his son Bindusara. Ashoka was made provincial Governor of the 
province ofGandhara during the reign of Bindusara. 

Ashoka, who succeeded Bindusara was undoubtly the most illustrious Emperor of India who 
extended the Empire from Afghanistan to Mysore in South India. The Knlinga war fought in 261 
B.C. in which a very large number of people were killed and injured, proved a turning point in the 
career of Ashoka. After this war, he became a follower of Buddhism and worked ceaselessly for the 
welfare of his subjects. The policy of Bherighosa was replaced by Dharamghosa, He gave up 
hunting and forbade the killing of animals and birds. He died in 232 B.C, 

The weak rule of the descendants of Ashoka, led to the political disintegration and decay of the 
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3.7 The Punjab under Sungas, Greeks, Shakas, Parthians and Kushans: 

Pushyamitra Sunga, who was Commander-in-Chief of the last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha, grabbed 
political power from the Mauryas and established Sunga dynasty in Central and Eastern India and a 
large area of Punjab was the part of his empire. 

However, in North-Western India, the Mauryas were succeeded by a number of ruling dynasties 
from Central Asia like Greeks, Shakas, Parthians and Kushans. 

The Greek renewed their warlike activities and they were able to occupy a large portion of 
modem Punjab. The most famous Greek ruler was King Mitinda or Menander who invaded India at 

the time of Pushyamitra Sunga. The Greeks were the first rulers in India to issue coins which can 
definitely be attributed to the Kings. 

The Greeks were replaced by the Shakas. They controlled a much larger part of India then the 

Greeks did. The Punjab was one of the five seats of power of Shakas in India with Takshila as its 
capital. 

The Shakas were replaced by the Parthians, who originally lived in Iran and later moved to India. 
The most famous Parthian King was Gondophemes. A large number of coins and coin - moulds of 
Gondophcmcs have been discovered at Sunet in Ludhiana district and Rohira in Sangrur district. 

The Parthians were followed by the Kushans in North-West India. They expanded the empire up 
to lower Indus basin and upper and middle Gangetic basin. Kanishka was a great Kushan King to 
who is attributed the foundation of the Saka Era of 78 A.D, The Kushans were the first rulers in 
India to issue Gold coins on a wide scale. The Kushan Rulers of the first and second centuries A.D 
evidently maintained active trade communication with the Roman Empire. Imported Roman coins 
have been found in the Punjab, Kabul and neighbouring territories. 

3.8 The Punjab under Gupta Age: 

After Kushans, the Gupta were important rulers who ruled over Northern India. The founder of this 
dynasty was Sri Gupta and the most important ruler of this dynasty was Chandra Gupta I who started 
the Gupta Era in 319-320 A.D. He was succeeded by his son Samudra Gupta. The Gupta kingdom 
was enlarged enormously by him. He struck gold coins of Yupa type. 

The discovery of red polished pottery at Sunet in Ludhiana district and many other antiquities 
found at various other places in Punjab make it quite evident that modem Punjab was part of mighty 
Gupta Empire. 
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3.9 The Punjab tinder Vardhana Age: 

The Vardhana dynasty was founded at Thanes war (Kumkshetra, Haryana) by Pushyabhuti in ihc 
beginning of 6 ,h century A.D. This great kingdom of Vardhanas included a large part of modem 
Punjab. The most important king of this dynasty was Harshavardhana who ascended the throne in 
606 A.D. He started the Harsha Era in 606 A.D. During his limes, the great Chinese traveler Hiuen 
Tsang visited India. He speaks highly of the ancient town of Sirhind. 

3.10 The Muslim Invasions in Punjab: 

During the invasion of Sultan Mahmud or Ghazni, the area of Punjab was under the Hindushahi 
dynasty. Raja Jaipal, the ruler of Hindushahi dynasty, was successful in building up an empire from 
Sirhind to Lampaka (modem Lamghan) with Balhinda its capital. The Hindushahi dynasty further 
shifted its capital from Balhinda to Sirhind. They ruled over a large part of Punjab. But the 
Hindushahi rulers could not stand against the incessant invasions of Mahmud Ghaznavi who made as 
many as seventeen attacks on India. 

From the conditions of chaos and confusion created by the continuous onslaught of the 
Muhammadan invaders and specially those of Mahmud Ghaznavi, the Rajputs rose to power after 
the fall of Hindushahi in the Punjab. The Chauhans Hist ruled in Ajmer, but it appears that by 1164 
A.D. they had occupied Delhi as welt as the entire tract of territory lying between it and the Satluj. 
Sirhind and Balhinda constituted the two most important military stations on the north - western 
frontiers of the Rajput Kingdom. 

Shihabuddin Mohamad Ghori defeated and killed Prithviraj Chauhan, the last illustrious king of 
Chauhan dynasty) in the famous battle named Battle of Tarain in 1192 A.D. and the entire territory 
up to Delhi (including Sirhind) came under the control of the Turks. 
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Chapter 4 

Medieval History of Punjab 


4.1 The Punjab under the Slave Dynasty: 

A slave of Mohamad Ghori, Quiub-ud-din Aibak founded the Slave Dynasty, who ruled from 1206 
A.D. to 1210 A.D, He was succeeded by the next important Sultan Iltutmish, who reigned For twenty 
six years. After Iltutmish, Razia was an important ruler of this dynasty. Virtually, she was the first 
woman ruler of India. The undue favour shown by her to an Abyssinian slave, Jalal-utl-din Yakut, 
offended the Turkish nobles who revolted. The first to revolt against her was Malik Ikhtiyar-ud-din 
Altuni, the Governor of Baihinda. He killed Yakut and imprisoned Razia. Later Razia tried to 
extricate herself from the critical situation by marrying Altuni, but to no effect. She was put to death 
along with her husband by Behram near Kaithal, on their way to Delhi in 1240 A.D. Thus the life of 

Razia ended miserably after a reign of three years and a Tew months. 

After Razia, Behram became the King and ruled for about two years. The next important ruler of 

this dynasty was Ghiyasu-ud-din Balban, who virtually ruled this country from 1246 A.D. to 1286 
A.D, for about twenty years as Prime Minister of Sultan Nasir-ud-din Mahmud and for about twenty 
years as Sultan of Delhi. A large fort was constructed at Sirhind to ward off attacks by the Mughal 

hordes who were already casting covetous eyes on India. 

Balban made his cousin Sherkhan, the Governor of Sirhind and adjoining areas. He was an 
energetic Governor who with great courage and tact repulsed many incursions by the Mongols. As 
the Governor of Sirhind, he had become so powerful and influential that Balban began to consider 
him as a danger to his personal authority. Thus, he poisoned Sher Khan and appointed his eldest son 
Prince Sultan as Governor of Sirhind. With great ability and la entire satisfaction of his father. 
Prince Sultan administered this frontier division and held his own against the Mongol invasions till 
he died in 1285 while engaged in a fight against the Mongols. Balban could not recover from this 
tragedy and died broken hearted after forty years ol rule. Kaiqubad was the last ruler of Slave 
dynasty. He was a weak ruler from whom Jalal-ud-din usurped the throne of Delhi. 


4.2 The Punjab under the Khilji Dynasty: 


The founder of the 


Khiljt dynasty was Jalal-ud-din Khilji. 


He was assassinated by his nephew Ala- 
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ud*din*Khi1jr in 1295 A.D. Ala-ud-din was the most powerful ru ler of this dynasty. 

During his limes, ihc Mongols invaded Punjab Tughtaq Khan, Governor of the Punjab, was 
deputed to oppose them with a large force. He inflicted a signal defeat on the enemy. Ala-ud-din 
d ied in 1316, after a reign of about t wenty years. 

4.3 The Punjab under the Tughlaq Dynast}': 

The Tughlaq dynasty in India was founded by Ghiasu-ud-din Tughlaq in 1320 A.D. Muhammad 
Tughlaq and Firoz Shah Tughlaq were important rulers of this dynasty. The former was visionary 
statesman, whereas the latter was practical man, Firoz Shah Tughlaq took many steps to improve 
agriculture. He got many canals dug for irrigation. A canal was dug from River Salluj for irrigating 
the area of Punjab. He had a passion for founding cities. He founded Fcrozcpur in Punjab among 

other cities. 

A Her Firoz Shah Tughlaq, the rule of his weak successors led to llie disintegration of Delhi 
Sultanate. It was the decadent plight of Delhi Sultanate which encouraged Timur to invade India in 
1398 A.D, The Delhi Sultanate failed to offer Timur a stiff resistance. He plundered and ravaged Ihis 
country. After getting the desired amount of booty, he started his march back home through Punjab. 
He seems to have marched through the present day districts of Ambala, Rupnagar, Hoshiarpur and 
Kangra from where he proceeded to Jammu via Pathankot. On his way back, he devastated whatever 
lay in his way. It also seems probable that somewhere in the hills probably at Rupnagar, Rattan 
Singh, a local ruler, opposed Timur and was defeated. 

4.4 The Punjab under the Sayyids and Ludliis: 

The founder of the Sayyid Dynasty was Khizr Khan. He assumed the throne in 1414 A.D. Previously 
he was Governor of Punjab on behalf of Timur. During Khizr Khan’s rule, Sultan Shah Lodlii was a 
powerful Governor of Sirhind, who defeated Sarang Khan (who challenged the authority of Khizr 
Khan) in the battle fought near Sirhind. But he was able to escape to Siwalik Hills, He was again 
defeated at Rupnagar. 

Khizr Khan was succeeded by Mubarak Shah in 1421 A.D, During his times, Jasrat, the Chief of 
Khokhars aspired to establish his supremacy on the ruins of Delhi Kingdom. He had already ravaged 
the area of Punjab up to Rupnagar and Sirhind. He defeated Allah Dad, Governor of the areas from 
Jalandhar to Lahore, Jasrat was then left in peace for the rest of the empire of Mubarak Shah. 
Mubarak Shah was succeeded by Muhammad Shah and Ala*ud-din A lam Shah. Ala-ud-din A lam 
made mind to live in Badaon not in Delhi. He appointed Governor in Delhi to look after the 
administration. Taking advantage this opportunity, Behlol Lodhi acquired the control of Delhi in 
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1451 and founded a new dynasty called Lodhi Dynasty. 

With Bahlol's accession, the Punjab ceased to be a problem tract for Delhi. Before ascending the 
throne of Delhi, he was the master of the entire plains of Punjab, Moreover, the brave Jasrat Khokhar 
was dead by that time. Even Sikandar Lodhi the successor of Bclilol Lodhi, had not much trouble in 
the Punjab. It is in reign of Ibrahim Lodhi that the Punjab acquired a place in history once again 
because of Babur’s invasion. In 1520, Babur raided western Punjab and in 1524 obtained the 
submission of Lahore. In 1526, Babur put an end to the Lodhi Dynasty by defeating Ibrahim Lodhi 
at Panipat. 

4.5 The Punjab under the Mughal Dynasty: 

Punjab was the first territory in India to fall to Babur, and Lahore was the imperial seat under Akbar 
from 1585 to 1598. Thereafter until 1712, it continued to be treated, along with Agra and Delhi, as 
one of the three capital cities of the Empire. 

After the defeat of Ibrahim Lodhi by Babur in 1526, the Punjab came under the control of the 
Mughals. Babur was the first Mughal ruler of Punjab and northern India. At the lime of invasion of 
Babur, the condition in the social and religious spheres was miserable. Many saints and reformers 
were doing their utmost to reform the evils of the limes. They were doing their best to patch up the 
differences between the Hindus and Muslims. At this time, Gum Nanak Dev ji was bom, who 
delivered to mankind a message of love and faith. 

It is interesting to note that the Sikhism was founded in Punjab by Guru Nanak Dev ji almost 

simultaneously with the founding of Mughal Empire in India by Babur. Gum Nanak Dev ji also 
lived during the period of Slier Shah Suri. 

Babur was succeeded by his the eldest son, Hamayun in 1530. Slier Shah Suri snatched power 
from Hamayun in 1540. During the reign of Slier Shall Suri, the present area of Punjab was included 
in his kingdom. However, Hamayun was able to recapture his empire in 1555 and appointed Bairam 
Khan as the Governor of Sirhind, 

During the period of Hamayun and Sher Shah Suri, Sikhism was further developed by Guru 
Angad Dev Ji. Hamayun was succeeded by his son, Akbar in 1556. He was a liberal ruler who did 
not obstruct the development of Sikhism in Punjab. The Sikhism was developed by Guru Amar Das 
ji, Guru Ram Das ji and Guru Arjan Dev ji during the reign of Akbar. The Sikh Gums were held in 
high esteem by Emperor Akbar, The Emperor Akbar supported the cause of Sikhism by allowing the 
Gum to develop Amritsar which later on became a very strong center of Sikhism. 

But with accession of Jahangir, the relations the Gurus with the Mughal Empire deteriorated as 
Jahangir was not a tolerant ruler. He regarded the popularity of the Sikh religion with great 
disfavour. He was determined to take action against the Gum Atjan Dev ji, according to him, who 
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was having a large following, in which his own co-religionists were included. Khusrau, son of 

Jahangir who rebelled against his father, sought blessings of Guru Aijan Dev Ji at Goindwal on his 

way to Lahore. All (his resulted in the Guru's arrest and execution by Jahangir. 

The situation deteriorated still further when Guru Mar Gobind ji acquired armed followers and 
began to create an area under his authority in the Himalayan sub-hills. The Guru was imprisoned by 
Jahangir in the fort of Gwalior along with a number of Indian Princes from various part of the 
country. In 1627, Jahangir died and was succeeded by his son Shah Jahan. 

The Gum had to fight many battles with the royal troops of Shah Jahan. But the Guru felt tired of 
those wars against the M ugh a Is as his real work, the propagation of the teachings of his predecessors 
was suffering due to these wars. Thus the Guru founded the town of Kiratpur and engaged himself 
entirely in religious activities. 

Guru Har Rai Ji, successor and grandson of Gum Har Gobind ji, was quite different from his 

grandfather and maintained a splendid court and large army. 

Shah Jahan had the misfortune of being deposed in 1658 by his son Aurangzeb, who defeated 
Shah Jahan's own chosen successor, his eldest son, Darn Shikoli. Shah Jahan's remaining years 
(1658-66) were spent as a prisoner in the Agra fort. Aurangzeb who formally crowned himself as 
Emperor in 1659, was undoubtedly the most militarily active among Akbar's successors. 

Data Shikoh sought the blessings from Gum Har Rai ji, which was misinterpreted by Aurangzeb 
and the Gum was summoned by him to explain the conduct. Gum ji died in 1601 and placed Gum 
Har Kristian ji on the Gaddi. Guru Har Kristian ji was absorbed in meditation from early childhood 
and was treated by the Sikhs with great affection and esteem. But he died due to attack of smallpox 
in 1664 and succeeded by Gum Tcgh Bahadur ji. 

Gum Tegh Bahadur Ji was bitterly persecuted by Aurangzeb because the Guru had taken up the 
cause of the Kashmiri Pandits. Aurangzeb urged the Gum to embrace Islam. On his refusal to 
announce his faith, the Gum was beheaded at Chandni Chowk on 11 November 1675, 

The martyrdom of Guru Tcgh Bahadur exhorted the young successor Guru Gobind Singh Ji to 
lake up the sword. The creation of Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh Ji in 1699 at AnandpuT Sahib 
transformed the Sikhs into a very powerful martial race. The Gum carried on a dogged struggle in an 
area near Sirhind against (he Mughals and the hill chiefs allied with them. 

The Guru had to fight many battles with the Mughal after the creation of Khalsa. He won many 
battles, but ultimately he was completely besieged at Annndpur Sahib in 1704 by powerful Mughal 
Army. The Gum had to leave Anandpur Sahib. He was hotly pursued and again there was a fierce 
battle at Chamkaur Sahib where Gum’s two sons, Sahibzada Ajit Singh and Sahibzada Jhujhar Singh 
sacrificed their lives to uphold the cause of righteousness. The two other sons of Guru, Sahibzada 
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Fateh Singh and Sahibzada Zorawar Singh were bricked alive at Sirhind by Wazir Khan, the cruel 
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Governor of Sirhind. 

The Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb died in 1707 A,D, and after a truce with the Mughals, the Gum 
was murdered by an Afghan al Nanded in the Deccan, but a major revolt broke out under his 
disciple, Banda Bahadur, first in Sirhind and then in Lahore province. However, in late 1715, Banda 
Bahadur and his followers were finally surrounded and captured by the Governor of Lahore, at 

Gurdaspur. 

Aurangzeb was succeeded by the weak rulers like Bahadur Shah-I, Farukh Siyar and 
Muhammad Shah, whose reign saw a steady decline of the Mughal power. 
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4.6 Sikhism: 

4.6.1 Tiie Origin: 

The first date in Sikhism is 1469 A.D. This was the year in which the founder of the faith Guru 
Nanak Dev ji was bom. The age which gave birth to Guru Nanak Dev ji is very significant in the 
religious history of mankind. At this lime, man’s mind was awakened to new ideas. 

In India, this was the period of the Bhakti movement. The cull of Bhakti was popularized in 
Northern India by Ramanand, who followed the teaching of Ramanuja, the South Indian Saint and 
philosopher. The Bhakti faith was popularized in the Indo-Gangetic plains by Ramanand’s disciple 
Kabir (A.D 1440 - 1518) & Ravidas, in Maharashtra by Parmanand, Tukaram & Nam Dev, in 
Rajasthan by Mira Bai, in Bengal by Chaitanya, in Telengana by Vallabha Swami and in Sindh by 

Sadhana. 

All of these Saints am! Bhakais preached a simple religion oflove of God. Their emphasis was 

on inner piety. They disapproved of mere externals and ceremonial worship. They regarded all men 
as equal and made no distinctions among them on grounds of religion or caste. 

What Bhakti did in Hinduism, Sufism did in Islam. Sufi mystics came from Persia and Arabia. 
Some of them settled in India. Among them were men oT deep teaming and insight. Around them 
grew centers of a new religious culture. The more important of the Sufi seals were in Lahore, 
Multan, Pakpattan, Strhind, Santana, Delhi, Ajmer and Gulbarga (Deccan). 

By the beginning of the 15th century, there were over a dozen orders of Sufis in northern India. 
Of these, four, the Chishti, the Qadiri, the Suhrawardi and the Naqshbandi were the most important. 

These Muslim Saints also believed in personal piety. Their doctrine was that the religious goal 
could be achieved only by loving God. They did not accept the authority of the Ulama, the law¬ 
givers of Muslim religion. The Sufis had a broad and tolerant outlook. Nor did they divide the Hindu 

from the Muslim. They lived simply and piously. 

Bhakti and Sufism ushered a new religious atmosphere into the country. In this atmosphere, faith 
was valued more than form. Orthodoxy was discouraged, Hinduism and Islam did not wholly 

exclude each other. Their followers began to observe common points in the two systems. Although 
conflicts and prejudices still existed, yet a liberal influence had entered the Indian life. 

Into this changing world. Gum Nanak Dev ji was bom. He declared to mankind a message of 
love and faith. He preached this message far and wide. By Guru Nanak Dev ji’s teachings, the 
process of change was quickened. 

Like the Bhaktas and the Sufis, Glim Nanak Dev ji proclaimed love of God as the basis of 
religion. Like the Bhaktas, he denounced caste and ritualism. Like the Sufis, he emphasized 
submission to God's will as the final means to realization. Like both, he rejoiced in singing praises 
of the Almighty and indicated the way reconciliation between the Hindus and the Muslims. 
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Spiritual quest was the sole aim of the Bhaktas and the Sufis. But Guru Nanak Dev Ji took notice 
of ills and errors of society. He said that it is the duty of a true religion to remedy all these ills and 


errors. 

However, there were also some differences of 

doctrine. Guru Nanak Dev Ji did not believe, as 

did some Bhaklas and Sufis, that man could in his 
mystical progress attain equality with God. 

Guru Nanak Dev ji’s entire view was based on 
the concept of uniLy of God. He raised song in 
praise of One Supreme Being. Image - making 
and idolatry were forbidden. 

Moral conduct was given sovereignty over 
everything else. Equality and justice were precious 
values. Selfless service was an inescapable duty of 
man. 


Do You Know 

The meaning of the word *.Sikh ' 

The word 'Sikh' goes bock to Sanskrit word 
1 Sisya' means a learner or disciple . The Pali 

word 'Sekho' means one under the training 
In a religious doctrine . 77ie Punjabi form of 
the word is 'Sikh 'that means the disciples of 
Guru Nanak Dev jt and his nine spiritual 
successors. According to Sikh Gutdwaras 
Act, 1925 , "Sikh means o person who 
professes the Sikh religion. The person shall 
be deemed to be o Sikh if he/she affirms 
faith in the ten Gurus, the Guru Granth 

Sahib, and in no other religion. * I 


In this simple teaching, he laid the seed of a major religious faith which came to be known as 
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| Kartarpur Corridor 

Spreading the message of unity and peace, the two nations have agreed to build op 
a corridor from Dera Bobo Nanak in Gurdaspur District (India) to Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib in Kartarpur in Punjab province {Pakistan). The Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib f 
situated on the banks of Ravi River ; has historical signifcance for Sikhs os Guru 
! Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism, spent IS years of his life there ; It was 
established by r he Sikh Guru in 1522. Opening a corridor to the historical shrine has 

been a tongpending demand of Sikhs, The Chief Minister of Punjab Captain 
Amo finder Singh described the corridor as a 'Bridge of Peace ' between the people of 
India and Pokis tan. 

A boarding terminal is being set up near the border ond on 800 metre Song 
bridge across the River Ravi will also be built for this purpose. The boarding terminal 

will have immigration, parking ond medical facilities, a tuck shop, a souvenir gallery 
ond other amenities. Hotels ond other accommodation facilities will be constructed 
to house pilgrims> Security posts will be set up to ensure the safety of pilgrims and 
biometric verification of their identities. 
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4 , 6.2 Guru Nanak Dev Ji (1469 - 1539 A.D.): 

Guru Nanak Dcvji, founder of Sikh religion and (he firs! of a succession often Gurus, was bom on 
April 15, 1469, He was bom at Rai Bhoi Ki Tahvandt, now called Nankana Sahib, 65 km south west 
of Lahore in Pakistan. His lather, Mehta Kalian Das Bedi, more commonly known as Mehta Kalu, 
was a Bedi Khalri by caste and a patvari (village accountant) in the service of Rai Bular, a local 
Muslim Chief. 

He was a precocious child who at the age of five asked questions about the purpose of lile. At the 
age of seven he was sent to a pandit to learn the alphabet and two years later to the Maulvi — a 
Muslim teacher, to learn Persian and Arabic, He surprised his teacher by composing an acrostic 
poem with a deeply philosophical and mystic import. He was always absorbed in his thoughts. 

Once, he let the cattle entrusted to his care, wanders into a fanner's Held and tramples his crop. 
The angry farmer took him to Rai Bular, the village chief, for justice and the footmen were sent to 
estimate the loss by Rai Bular, But on their return they reported that they had seen no damage done 
to the crop. 

Once, he distributed the money to poor or ascetics which was given by his father to buy 
profitable merchandise. He returned Talwand i empty handed to great surprise of his father, 

His ascetic tendencies worried his parents. In order to provide diversion and attract him towards 
the worldly pursuits they thought of his marriage. So, he was married to Sulakhni, the daughter of 
Mod Chand, a village accountant of Pakhoki, BaLalu (district Gurdaspur). Even the marriage did not 
turn his mind towards mundane matters. Guru Nanak Dev Ji had two sons — Srichand and Lakh mi 
Das, However it did not a (Teel the bent of his mind and he still persisted in doing no remunerative 
work. Me always sought the company of wandering hermits for guidance. 

Ilis sister Nanaki and her husband Jai Ram took him to Sullanpur, where he gained employment 
as the keeper of the 'modi khana’, a government storehouse from Nawab Daulat Khan Lodhi. After 
some time, he discharged his duties diligently and won the affection of his employer. 

A Muslim minstrel, Mardana, companion of his childhood days, joined him at Sullanpur, where 

they began to organize the singing of hymns, the sharing of a common meal and waging people to a 

life of simplicity and righteousness. 

One day, Guru Nanak went for bathing in the River Bcin and went missing for three days and 

nights. His disappearance has been described as meeting with God who ordained him to preach His 

Name. The first words Guru Ji uttered on reappearance were: "There is no Hindu, there is no 
Musalman". Feeling innermost urge, he renounced his wife and children and undertook long 
journeys with sole object of preaching the Nature of God and save the people from sin and suffering. 
He spent about twenty years on his missionary tours. 

It is difficult to establish an exact itinerary of Guru Nanak Dev ji’s travels because there are no 


Punjab K 


43 








Medieval History of Punjab 

records. Cosiomarily they are grouped into four lengthy journeys (udasts) to the east, south, north 
and west. At the end of each, he relumed to (he Punjab, 

He visited the places like Jagan Nath Puri (Orrisa), Benaras, Hardwar, Rameshwaram, Cylon (Sri 
Lanka), Gaya, Kailash, Mecca, Medina, Baghdad. 

On his way back to Punjab, he and Mardana were taken prisoners at Saidpur during Babar’s 
invasion, but soon released. 

At the end of the udasis. Guru Ji founded a village named ‘Kartaipur* (Lahore, Pakistan) on the 
right bank of the River Ravi. He spent last year of his life in this village. A community of disciples 
grew up in Kartaipur, He instituted ‘the Langar'-Common Kitchen where everybody was fed 

irrespective of caste. 

Guru Ji composed 974 hymns, Japji Sahib (the morning prayer of Sikhs), Asa-di-var, Bara Mali, 
Sidh-Goslu and Onkar and these were included in Guru Granth Sahib. 

To assure the community of his disciples a continuing witness to his teachings. Gum Nanak Dev 
Ji appointed a successor, lie bypassed his own sons and appointed a disciple Lehna, a Khatri of the 
Trehan sub-caste, to succeed him. The Guru placed five copper coins and a coconut before him and 
bowed down at his feet. Lehna, the faithful disciple, became the Guru. Guru Nanak Dev Ji changed 
his own form and imparted his tight to Lehna. Before installing him as Guru, Gum Nanak Ji gave 
Lehna the name ‘Angad' - i.e. part of himself. Gum Angad thus became the second Gum of the 
Sikhs. 

On September 7, 1539, Gum Nanak Dev ji departed the body, in the early hours of the morning, 
the time of the day he loved most and described as amrit-vela, the ambrosial hour. 

Gum Nanak Dev ji is still remembered as the King of holy men, the Gum of the Hindus and the 
Pir of the Musalmans. 

The Teachings of Guru Nanak Dev ji: 

1. Belief in One God: Gum Nanak Dev ji taught the oneness of God. The Gum argued that God is 
eternal, infinite and all-pervasive. He is the creator of all men and things. Thus, the Gum's 
teaching was monotheistic, not monistic. 

2. Hukam: is the fundamental principle of all life. The entire creation depends on Hukam or God's 
Will. Man's duty is to seek an understanding of the divine Hukam and live life wholly in accord 
with it. 

3. Haumai: According to Guru Nanak Dev ji, Haumai or the sense of I-amness is the cause of all 

suffering, which leads to five evils, i.e., kam (lust), krodh (anger), lobh (greed), moh (attachment) 
and hankar (pride). One can realize the truth by overcoming this sense of Haumai (self-will) and 
by knowing the Hukam (Divine-will). 

4. Nam Japna: Gum Nanak Dev ji taught that the devotion was more important than religious 
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practices. The love of God is realized through chanting the Hoty Name (Nam Jap). 

5. The Guru; Guru Nanak Dev ji emphasized the necessity of the institution of Guru. The Guru is a 
vital link in man's spiritual progress. He is a teacher, guide, instructor and a ladder through which 
one reaches the God. 

6. Nadar; Nadar is the Eternal One's grace. By God's grace man finally realizes the truth and 
liberates himself. 

7. Scwa: The Guru laid special emphasis on Scwa or the spirit of service. Kirai kami, wand chakna 
and namjapna is (he duty ofevery true disciple. 

8. Casteless Society: The Guru overruled divisions among men for reasons of birth, caste or 
country. Guru Nanak Dev ji said “All men arc God’s own creation. False is caste and false arc 
worldly lilies. One Supreme Lord sustains all.” The Guru started free community kitchen (Guru- 
ka-Langar), directing his followers to eat together irrespective of their castes. 

Table 4.] Guru Nanak Dev ji 

Birth 1469 at Rai Bhoi ki Talwandi (now called Nankana Sahib) 


: Father/Molher 

: Spouse 
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4 . 6.3 Guru Angad Dev ji (1504 - 1552 A.D): 

Guru Angad Dev ji, the second of the ten Gurus, was bom Lehna on March 31* 1504. His father, 
Bhai Pheru, was a Trehan Khatri and a trader of humble means near the village of Matte di Sarai 
(now known as Sarai Naga), in Muktsar district, Punjab. He was married to Bibi Khivi, daughter of 
Devi Chand, from whom he had two sons, Dasu and Datu, and a daughter, Amaro. 

He became a disciple of Guru Nanak Dev ji in his late twenties when he met the Guru at 

Kartarpur. Earlier he was a devotee of Goddess Durga. After meeting the Guru, Lehna spent most of 
(he remainder of his life in Kartarpur. 

Bypassing his own sons. Guru Nanak Dev ji nominated him as his successor and renamed him 
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Angad in 1539. He was Gum for thirteen years (1539 - 1552). He continued the work started by the 
first Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak Devji. 

Guru Angad Devji had to establish a new centre as the law of slate could be invoked by the legal 
heirs of Guru Nanak Devji to claim Kartarpur as a matter of right. So, Gum Angad Devji founded a 
new centre which developed into a city known as Khadur Sahib (now situated in Tam Taran 
district). Like his predecessor, he taught people the virtues of piety and dedicated service. 

Guru Angad Dev ji invented the Gurmukhi script. He took the thirty five letters of the Patti 
(acrostic) composed by Guru Nanak and gave new shape and new order to the alphabets and made it 
precise and accurate. 

This compilation became the nucleus of the sacred writings of the Sikhs. It gave the Sikhs a 
written language distinct from the written language of the Hindus or the Musa I mans and thus 

fostered a sense of their being a separate people. 

The Gum ji was very keen on physical fitness. Thus he started the tradition of Mai Akhara. 

He collected the facts about the life of Guru Nanak Devji from Bhai Bala ji. who was companion 
on some of Gum ji's journeys and wrote the first Janamsakhi, or life-story of Guru Nanak Devji, 
also called as Btiai Bale Wali Janamsakhi. 

He strengthened the institution of‘Guru ka Langar’, started by Guru Nanak Devji earlier. 

The Mughal Emperor, Himayun paid a visit to Guru Angad Devji in 1540, after his defeat at the 

hands of Sher Shah Suri and sought Gum’s blessings for the recovery of the throne. 

Guru Angad Dev ji had two sons but lie chose a seventy-three year old disciple, Amor Das, a 
Khatri of the Bhalla sub-caste to succeed him as the third Guru. Guru ji passed away at Khadur 

Sahib in March, 1552. 


Table 4.3 
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4 . 6.4 Guru Amar Das ji (1479 - 1574 A.D): 

Guru Amar Dus ji, the third of (he ten Gurus, was bom into a Bhalla Khalri family on 5 May, 1479, 
at Basarke, in present day Amritsar district of Punjab. His father's name was Tej Bhan and mother’s 
Bakht Kaur. He was married to Mansa Devi, daughter ol Devi Chand, from where he had four 

children - two sons, Mohri and Mohan, and two daughters, Dani and Bhani. 

As he grew in years. Guru Amar Das ji was a staunch Vaishnovitc and made regular pilgrimage 

to Hardwar to bathe in the sacred water. This he did without fail until the age of 62. Once, Btbi 

Amro, daughter of Guru Angad Dev ji, who was married to Guru Amar Das ji s nephew, was 

reciting the bani of Guru Nanak. Guru Amar Das ji became inquisitive. Thus, he desired to see Guru 

who sat in Guru Nanak’s place. In 1540, Bibi Amro took him to her father Guru Angad Dev ji at 

Khadur. He immediately became a disciple and spent twelve years serving Gum Angad Dev ji with 

single-minded devotion. 

By passing his two sons, Dasu and Datu, Gum Angad Dev ji, nominated him as successor - Gum 
in 1552. 

Gum Amar Das ji had to leave Khadur Sahib, as it was claimed by Dasu and Datu, as their 
inheritance. Thus, Gum Amar Das ji founded a new centre, which developed into a township known 

as Goindwal Sahib (now situated in Tam Taran district of Punjab). 

Gum Amar Das ji constructed a well (Baoli) at Goindwal, with eighty - four steps to reach the 

water for bathing, which became sacred for the Sikhs. The Baisakhi and the Diwali became festival 

days for the Sikhs who visited Goindwal. He laid down Sikh ceremonies for the occasions of birth, 

marriage and death, asking the Sikhs not to cry and lament in hours of loss and not to forget the 

divine source of supreme happiness in their hour of earlhly bliss. 

His community kilchcn (Guru — Ka — Langar) in Goindwal came to be known (or (he plenty of its 

fine flour and clarified butter. He made langar an integral institution. His injunction was the Pangat 

must precede Sangat. That means (he Guru expected every visitor to partake of food in it before 

seeing him, which was meant to minimize the distinction of caste and rank. Even Emperor Akbar, 

who once visited him at Goindwal, is said to have observed this rule before he could have audience 

with the Guru at Goindwal. The Emperor offered a rent free Jagir of twelve villages for the 

maintenance or Langar, but the Gum declined to run the institution on imperial charities. However 

the Emperor exempted the Guru and his Sikhs from the pilgrim tax at Hardwar, 

He set up twenty - two manjis (dioceses or preaching districts), covering different parts oflndia, 

to spread Guru Nanak Dev ji’s message. Each manji was placed under the charge of a pious Sikh, 

who besides disseminating the Gum’s message looked after the Sangat within his jurisdiction and 

transmitted the disciples’ offerings to Goindwal Sahib. 

Gum Amar Das ji prepared two volumes (polhis) of true bani, consisting mostly of the 
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compositions of Guru Nanak, Guru 
Angad, himself and Sants and Bhaktas 
like Kabir and Namdcv. He refers to 
Kabir, the weaver, and Namdev, the 
calico - printer, who attained to the 

state of salvation with the grace of the 
perfect Guru. He himself wrote verse 

of vivid spiritual understanding. Best 
among hts composition is the Anand 
Sahib. 

He gave special attention to the 
amelioration of the position of 

women. He discouraged the customs 
of purdah and sati. He also assigned 
women the responsibility of 
supervising the communities of 

disciples in certain sectors. 

Before his death in 1574, Guru 



An and Karaj 


Anand Karaj is the name given ta the Sikh 
Marriage Ceremony. 7fte history of 
Anand Karaj is traced back to the time of 
Guru Amor Das ji f who composed the 
long 40-stanza hymn Anandu, suitable fo 
be sung or recited on ail occasions of 
religious import. His successor, Guru Ram 
Das ji, composed a four-stanza hymn, 
town, which is recited and sung to 
solemnize nuptials. The ceremony is now 
universally observed by the Sikhs. 

The Anand Marriage Act, 1909 
establishes legal recognition and validity 
of this marriage ceremony common 
among the Sikhs . 


Amar Das ji chose Bhat Jelha, his son - in - law, 
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4 . 6.5 Guru Ram Das ji (1534- 1581 A.D): 

Guru Ram Das ii. the fourth of the ten Gurus, was also known 


Lahore. His father’s name was Hari 


Kaur. Chuna Mandi in Lahore 


Gurdwara Guriai Asthan 


marks his birthplace. 

At seven, he lost both his parents and was cared for by his 
grandmother in her village Basarkc. At twelve, once he fell 
in with a batch of Sikhs in their way to Goindwal to sec their 


Guru Ram Das Ji: 
situated in Goindwal Sahib 
where he Guru Ram Das ji was 
installed as Guru, 



Guru Amar Das ji. His heart was rilled with happiness and devotion when he saw Guru ji. At 
Goindwal. he felt at home from the very first moment. Then, he chose to reside there permanently. 


Gum Amar Das jt recognized his honesty, humility 


diligence, steadfast service and upright 


character and gave their daughter, Bibi Bhani in marriage to him in 1554. They had three sons Prithi 


Chand, Mahadcv and Arjan Dev. 

Once, Gum Amar Das ji sent him to Lahore to meet the Mughal Emperor Akbar in order to 

certain objections made in the royal court against Guru Amar Das for abandoning the 


answer 


traditional religious and social customs and ignoring distinctions of the four castes. 

Gum Amar Das ji made several tests. Each time his confidence in Jetha was enhanced. He knew 

that, of all his disciples, Jetha understood the teachings of Gum Nanak Dev ji most truly. He judged 
him suitable for the position of Gum and consecrated him as a successor. He transferred his spirit 

and responsibility to Jetha, who was now called Gum Ram Das ji. 

g.» nt Ram nnc ji hn H n tank due at llie site wanted to his wife by Emperor Akbar. When he 


-ame Gum, he moved from Goindwal to the neighbourhood of the lank and started building a 
town around it. The town, which was destined to become the religious capital of the Sikhs, came to 
be known after him as ‘Gum Ka Chakk’ (Guru’s village), Ramdaspur (the city of Ramdas) and then 


(pool of ncctor i.c. amrit 


nector + sar = pool) 


traders, shopkeepers, artisans and craftsmen were encouraged to live in the town 


parts 


ppointed Masands or pastors to spread Gum Nanak’s message. They 


Sikhism 


The most distinguished of his missionaries was Bhai Gurdas. Gum 


to preach Gum Nanak’s message. 

Once, Guru Ram Das ji was visited by Baba Srichand, the elder son of Gum Nanak Dev ji. He 
had not met Guru Angad or Gum Amar Das ji but came to see Gum Ram Das ji. In the course of 
rnnversaiinn with Gum Ram Das ii, he remarked that lie (the Gum) had grown a long beard. The 


Gum ji replied, 


grxwn a long beard, so that I may wipe with it the feet of saintly 


£fu((fo fu nj fib 
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like you”. Baba Srichand was deeply 

touched by the Guru's humility and 
realized that his father’s inheritance 
was in worthy hands. 

Guru Ram Das ji was a poet of 

high merit. He composed 638 hymns 

in 30 different ntgas, contained in 
Guru Granth Sahib. The best known 

among his composition is "Lavan”. I le 

composed 'Ltivan' comprising 4 — line 
stanzas, for the solemnization of Sikh 
marriage. He also composed Gtiorhn 

to be sung on days preceding the day 
of marriage. 

From Amritsar, Guru Ram Das ji 
retired to Goindwal, where he died in 
September, 1581. Before his death in 
1581 Gum Ram Das ji chose his 
youngest son, Arjan, as the successor 
- Guru. 


Lavan 

'Lavan* is the title traditionally given a 
short four-stanza composition by Guru 
Ram Das fl included in Guru Granth Sahib 
ji. Among the Sikhs, the couple 
circumambulates the Guru Granth Sahib 
ji as each stanza of Lavan is being sung or 
recited. The four stanzas of the hymn 
depict the four stages of human 
consciousness seeking reafhrat/on, The 
first round is the Divine consent for 
commencing the househo/eteris life 
through marriage, The second round 
states that the union of the couple has 
been brought about by God. In the third 
round the couple is described as the most 
fortunate os they have sung the praises 
of the Lord in the company of saints . In 
the fourth round the feeling of the couple 
that they have obtained their hearts 

desire ond ore being congratulated is 
described. 
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4 . 6.6 Guru Arjan Dev ji (1563 - 1606 A.D): 

Guru Arjan Dev ji, the fifth of the ten Gurus, was bom on 15 April, 1563 at Goindvval Sahib, to Guru 
Ram Dasji and Bibi Bhatti. He was youngest o f the three sons of Gum Ram Das ji. 

He was of a deeply religious temperament and his father favourite. He was a profound 
philosopher, a prolific poet, a sweet singer of divine music, a powerful organizer, a scientific town - 
planner and a far-sighted reformer. The work of first four Gums was preparatory. It assumed a more 
definitive form in the hands of Gum Aijan Dev ji. 

He was married to Mata Ganga, daughter of Bhai Krishan Chand of Phillaur, Punjab. They had a 
sou, Har Gohind. 

The first task that Guru Arjan Dev 
ji undertook was the completion of 
the Amritsar Tank. He also started 
extending the town. In the midst of 
the Pool of Neclor, he built the 

Harimandir Sahib. He invited Muslim 
Sufi Mian Mir to lay the foundation 

stone of Harimandir Sahib in 1589. 

Gum Arjan Dev ji gave Sikhism 
its Scripture, the Adi Granth, known 
at that times was "Polhi Sahib". The 
Gum himself described the pothi 'as 
God’s own repository". Gum Arjan 

Dev ji sent messages to the disciples 
to gather and transmit to him the 

hymns of his predecessors. Baba Mohan, son of Gum Amar Das ji had two volumes of Guru’s 
hymns, but he refused to see Gum's messenger. Thus Gum Arjan Dev ji went himself and then Baba 
Mohan presented these to the Gum. 

The Adi Granth contained the composition of four preceding Gurus and of Gum Arjan Dev ji 
himself. It also contained the hymns by saints, both Hindu and Muslim including Shaikh Farid, 
Kabir and Ravidas. Gum ji rejected the compositions of Kanha, Shah Hussain, Pilto and, Chaju as 
they did not confirm to the gospel of Gum Nanak Dev ji. Gum ji arranged the hymns in thirty 

different Ragas, 

Bhai Gurdas ji completed the Adi Granth as dictated by Guru Aijan Dev ji in 1604 and it was 
installed in the newly built Harimandir Sahib on 16 August 1604 with Baba Buddha ji as its first 

Granthi. 


Harimandir Sahib 

it symbolizes the liberal character of Sikh, 
it is given four doors, signifying that it is 
open to all. It is built an a lower level 

than the surrounding land, so that the 

worshippers would have to go down the 
steps to enter it. At the temple, Guru-ko- 

Langar is maintained, which is open to ait 

castes and creeds , The Golden plates 

which cover its walls were donated by 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his mo therein* 
law. Rani Sado Kaur. 
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Gum ji also composed Sukhmani Saliib, 
appropriately called “the Psalm of Peace", which 
is a master - piece of his devotional poetry. 

Gum ji founded Tam Taran in 1590 and 

constructed a tank as well as a sanctuary there 
which became pilgrim spots for Sikhs. Another 
town named 'Kartarpur’ in Jalandhar district was 
founded by Gum ji in 1594. 

Gum ji also rebuilt a mined village, Ruhela, on 
the right bank of the River Bcas, and renamed it 
Sri Hargobindpur to commemorate the birth of his 
son in 1595. Gum Arjan Dev ji completed the 
construction of Santokhsar and Ramsar sarovars 

started by his predecessor. 

Gum ji had to raise money for the building of these temples and cities. All Sikhs were asked to 
donate a tenth of their income, called ‘Daswandh’ in the name of the Gum. The ’Masands’ were also 
instructed to collect voluntary offerings and were expected to send it to the Gum’s Golak. The Gum 
began to be addressed as the Suchcha Padshah (the Tme Emperor). 

After the death of Akbar, the new Emperor Jahangir disapproved of the growing influence of 
Gum Arjan Dev ji. Khusrau, son of Jahangir, who rebelled against his father, sought blessings of 
Gum ji at Goindwal on his way to Lahore. All this resulted in Gum's arrest by Jahangir. He was 
taken to Lahore and for several days he was subjected (o extreme physical torment. 

Among his tormentors were, a banker, Chandu Shah, whose daughter's hand in marriage for Har 
Gobind was refused by Gum ji. Gum ji was tortured until he was unable to stand any more. 

Gum ji sent word to his son, Har Gobind, who was eleven years old, to ask Bhai Buddha ji to 
install him as the sixth Gum. 


Do You Know: 

When complaints were mode to the 

Mughal Emperor Akbar that the Book 'Adi 
Gronth' was derogatory to Islam, then he 
himself visited Goindwal Sahib and 

listened some possages out of this holy 
book. He was delighted to hear the 
spirituol wisdom enshrined in it and 
remitted 10 to 12 percent of the land 
revenue in Punjab. He also mode an 
offering of fifty-one gold mohurs to the 
sacred book ond gave robes of honour to 
the two disciplesBhai Budha ji and Bhai 
Gurdas ji, and sent a third one for the 
Guru. 


During the intermission in the torture. Gum ji was allowed to wash himself in the River Ravi, 
which ran alongside the prison. The dip in the river’s cold water was more than the fevered body 
could bear. Wrapped in meditation, the Gum ji peacefully passed away on 30 May 1606. 
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4 . 6.7 Guru Har Gobind Ji (1595- 1644 A.D): 

Gum Har Gobind Ji, the sixth of the ten Gurus, was bom only son of Gum Arjan Dev Ji and Mala 

Ganga at Wadali (now called Wadali Gum), a village near Amritsar on 19 June 1595, He received 
his early education and training from Bhai Gurdas and Baba Buddha, The former taught him the 
religious texts and the latter the manly am of swordship and archery. 

He was just eleven years old when heavy responsibility of Guru-ship fell on him. He look the 
seat of his father with two swords girded round his waist: one representing his spiritual power (Piri) 
and the other temporal (Miri) authority over Sikhs. 

Gum Arjan ji’s martyrdom marked a turning point in the history of the Sikh faith. Gum Har 
Gobind Ji realized that the sterner methods were required to meet the growing intolerance of the 

Mughal rulers. So, he adopted the style of a. soldier. He gave a martial turn to the career of the 
community. Gum ji sent out a message to the Masands that the Sikhs should in future bring him gifts 

of horses and arms. He kept bodyguards of fifty-two armed Sikhs and several of them were provided 
with horses and weapons. 

In 1609, he constructed another building in front of Harimandir Sahib and named it “Akal 
Takht" or the Eternal Throne (the throne of Timeless God), where he conducted the secular affairs of 

the community and dispensed justice. He built a fortress of “Loligarh" to fortify the city of Amritsar, 
Reports about the military forces of the Sikhs led Emperor Jahangir to pass orders for detention 

I 

of Guru Ji in the fort of Gwalior. Here the Gum remained imprisoned along with a number of Indian 

Princes from various parts of ihe country. As time came for Gum ji to be released from llie fort, he 
refused to leave the fort until his co-prisoners were freed too. He led fifty-tivo prisoners out of the 
fort. From that day the Guru was known as Bandichhor (or Deliverer). On the Diwali-day, Gum jt 
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reached Amritsar and the town was illuminated to 
welcome him. From this day the Sikh Nation 


Do You Know 

After the release of Guru jl, Jahangir's 


began to celebrate Diwnli festival also as “Bandi I attitude towards him became friendly. The 


Chhor Diwas”. 

Guru Ji also founded the town of Kiratpur, He 


Guru accompanied the Emperor to Kashmir 
where they went on hunting expeditions 
together . The Emperor even offered to meet 


built there Gurdwara. a temple for Hindus and a I the expenses of buildings ofAkai Takht, but 


the Guru declined os he wonted the throne 
fo be constructed from the sweat ond money 
of his Sikhs alone . 


mosque for Muslims. 

After the Shah Jahan's accession to throne, 
further dashes with the Mughals broke out with 
the battle of Amritsar (April 1634). After this battle. Guru ji left the town and went to Kiratpur. He 
finally retired to Kiratpur where he spent the remaining nine years of his life in peace. 

Guru Har Gobind Ji lived a married life. He had six children - live sons and a daughter. Two 
sons, Gurditta, Ani Rai, and one daughter. Bibi Viro, were bom to Mata Damodart; Two sons, Suraj 
Mai and Atal Rai were bom to Mata Marvahi; and One son Tegh Bahadur was bom to Mata Nanaki. 

Two of his sons. Baba Gurditta and Atal Rai died in his life lime. Suraj Mai was too worldly and 
Tegh Bahader was yet too unworldly. Thus, when the time came, Guru ji chose Gurditta’s son, Har 
Rai, to succeed him as the seventh Guru. Guru ji died peacefully at Kiratpur on 3 March, 1644. 
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4 . 6.8 Guru Har Rai Ji (1630 - 1661 AD): 

Gum Har Rai ji, the seventh of the ten Gurus, was bom on 16 January 1630 at Kiratpur Sahib. He 
was son of Baba Gimlitta and grandson of Guni Har Gobind ji. His mother name was Mata Ananti 
alias Nani. He was roamed to Sulakhni, daughter of Daya Ram of Uttar Pradesh. They had two sons 

Ram Rai and Har Krishan. 

Baba GuTditta, who died in his father’s life time, left two sons, Dhir Mai and Har Rai. Har Rai 
was Gum Har Gobind‘s favourite grandson. He was gentle by nature. Gum Har Gobind ji nominated 

him as his successor and consecrated him Gum before his death. 

Though he continued to maintain a cavalry force of 2200 armed men, yet he was determined to 

avoid a confrontation and live in peace. 

He established three important preaching missions called Bakhshishes. He appointed disciples 
like Bhagwan Gir, Bhai Pheru and Suthre Shah, to preach in different regions of the country. 

Guru Har Rai Ji travelled extensively in Malwa area to spread the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev 
ji. He blessed a child named Phul, who later became the founder of the families of Patiala, Nabha 

andJind. 

Dara Shikoh. the eldest son of Shah Jahan and brother of Aurangzeb. sought the blessings of 
Guru ji after his defeat in the battle of Samugarh in 1658. Gum ji blessed him and once, he had been 
cured of a serious malady with the herbs sent to him by the Gum. Some people misrepresented the 
meeting of Dara Shikoh to Emperor Aurangzeb, after his succession to throne. Aurangzcb 
summoned the Gum to explain the conduct. The Guru sent his elder son Ram Rai, who in order to 
please the Emperor, deliberately misread one of the verses from the Guru Granth Sahib. Gum Har 

Rai ji disowned his son for his impiety. 

Guru Har Rai ji chose his younger son, Guru Har Krishan Ji to be his successor, before he died at 


Kiratpur on 6 October, 1661 
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4 . 6.9 Guru liar Krishan Ji (1656 - 1664 A.D.): 


Guru Har Krishan ji, the eighth of the ten Gurus, was bom on 7 July 1656 at Kiratpur, He was the 
younger son of Gum Har Rai Ji and Mata Sulakhani. He was five years old, when look over the 
spiritual office upon the death of his father in 1661. 

Though he had a rare ability in interpreting the Sikh teaching, but he delighted the hearts of his 
disciples by his commentaries. 

Ram Rai, elder brother of Guru ji, contested for the Gaddi, but the Sikhs rejected his claim. He 
then approached Emperor Aurangzeb to adjucate. The Emperor summoned Gum Ji to Delhi through 
Raja Jai Singh of Amber. 

Guru Ji went Delhi accompanied by his grandmother and mother. Gum ji was put up at the house 
of Mirza Raja Jai Singh Raisina (now Bangla Sahib), where people flocked to sec him. 

In Delhi, Gum Ji was stricken with smallpox. Before he passed away on 30 March 1664, he 
indicated to the Sikhs that the next Gum was not to be either Ram Rai or Dhirmal, but an older man 


(Baba Bakala) living in the village of Bakala. The dead body of the Gum ji was cremated at Bala 


Sahib on Jamuna 
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4 . 6.10 Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji (1621 -1675 A.D): 


Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, the ninth of the ten Gums, was bom on 1 April 1621 at Amritsar. He was the 
youngest son of Guru Har Gobind Ji, His mother was Mata Nanaki, He was married to Gujari, 
daughter of Lai Chand orLakhnauri, 

Gum Tegh Bahadur Ji left Kiratpur with his mother and wife afler the death of his father, Guru 


Har Gobind Ji and settled at Bakala, away from the main seat of Sikhism, to live a holy life. For over 
twenty years now he had lived in seclusion. 

Following the Gum Har Krishan jTs dying words 'Baba Bakala’, the Sikhs marched towards 
Bakala, near Amritsar. Makhan Shah Lobuna, a Masand from Kathiawar persuaded the reluctant 
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Sikhism 


Gum Tcgh Bahadur ji to accept the leadership of the Sikhs. Then, Guru ji led the Sangal from 
B aka la to Amritsar. But the doors of the Harimandir Sahib were slammed in his face by the priests 
who controlled it. 

From Amritsar he went to Kiratpur, the town built by his father, but his nephew Dhirmal 
hounded him out from there too. 

After a halt, he bought a piece of land near the village of Makhowal, five miles from Kiratpur, 
from the Raja Dip Chand of Kahlur (Bilaspur). Here on, he raised a new habitation naming it ’Chakk 
Nanaki’ after his mother, later became famous as Anandpur Sahib in 1665. 

Guru ji went on long journeys to preach the message of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. He travelled through 
Delhi, Agra, Allahabad. Bcnaras, Gaya, and Mirzapur and arrived at Patna. As Guru ji's wiTe was in 
advanced stage of pregnancy and could not go further, Gum Ji left her and his mother in Patna, 

where his only son Gobind Rai bom in 1666. 

Then, the Guru ji travelled up to Dhubri, in Assam, where he brought about peace between the 

Raja Ram Singh of Amber and Ahoms forces of Assam. 

In 1672. Guru Ji came back to Anandpur Sahib. He found his people in state of nervous agitation. 
Emperor Aurangzeb embarked upon a campaign of forcible conversions. There were stories of 
demolition of temples and pilgrimage taxes had been reimposed on Hindus. The delegation of 
Kashmir Pandits approached to the Guru to help them out, who had been ordered by lftkhar Khan, 
the Mughal Governor, to accept conversion to Islam. The Guru ji decided to lay down his life to 


secure for all freedom of conscience. 

The Guru ji was consequently summoned to Delhi, When Gu m Tcgh Bahadur ji reached the city 
of Agra, he was arrested and taken (o Delhi under heavy escort . He was put in chains and given the 
harshest treatment. On his refusal to renounce his faith, Gum ji was beheaded by the axe of Jalal-ud- 
din of Samana in public in Chandni Chowk, in Delhi, on 11 November 1675. Two followers of Guru 

ji, Bhai Matt Das and Bhai Dayala were also executed. 

The site of execution in Chandni Chowk of Delhi is marked by Gurdwara Sis Ganj, built by 
Sardar Baghcl Singh. The Gum ji’s dismembered body was cremated by Lakhi Shah Lubana at his 
cottage, now called as Gurdwara Rikab Ganj, The severed head was lifted by Bhai Jaita, who 
secretly carried it to Anandpur Sahib. Guru Gobind Ji cremated it with all honour at Gurdwara Sis 
Ganj, Anandpur Sahib. 
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4.6.11 Guru Gobind Singli Ji ( 1666 - 1708 A.D): 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the tenth and the last Guru of the Sikhs, was bom to Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
and Mata Gujari, on 22 December 1666 at Patna, in Bihar, 

Gum ji was nine years old when he became Guru a tier the martyrdom ofhis father Gum Tegh 
Bahadur ji. It was now the responsibility of the Guru to fulfill the mission of Gum Nanak Dev Ji and 
to destroy the evildoers. This needed a careful planning and to do it beyond the knowledge or 
perception of the Mughal Emperor, Thus, he shifted from Anandpur to Nahan Hills where he 
founded Paanla Sahib, on the banks of River Jamuna amidst the Siwaliks, 

Here he was taught Sanskrit and Persian (in addition to the Hindi and Punjabi which he had been 
learning in Patna. He began to compose verses in the four languages he had learned. He leamt by 
heart the whole of Adi Granlh. 

Guru ji wrote his first composition ’Var Sri Bhagauti Ji KE’ in 1684, His verse is incomparable 
for its sublime and heroic style. The autobiography. ‘Bachilra Natak". *Akat Ustat\ ‘Chandi di Var’ 

are some ofhis compositions. 

In 1698, Guru ji abolished the system of ‘Masands 1 and established direct relationship with his 

Sikhs and addressed them as his ‘Khalsa’. 

Birth of Khalsa: 

On 30 march 1699 (Baisakhi Day), the institution of ‘Khalsa’ was given concrete form. On this day, 
as usual a large number of Sikhs were gathered at Anandpur to celebrate the New Year festival. 
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Sikhism 

However the gathering was a bit 
different that day. This year Guru ji 
had sent a message that every Sikh 
who could afford to come, must come 
to the annual fair, 

After the morning service, the 
Guru appeared before the gathering in 
a strangely coloured uniform. It was 
saffron coloured from the top to toe 
with a blue waist band. There was a 
long sword hanging from his led side. 

Guru ji pulled his sword out and 
raised it high with his right hand. He 
demanded five heads one after other 
for sacrifice at this mammoth 
gathering. 

After some hesitation, a tall Sikh named Daya Ram (a khatri from Lahore) rose to ofTer himself. 
Hurriedly, Guru ji held him by the arm and look him into a tent. Soon after, the crowd heard the 
sound of a sword striking a body. 

A little later Guru ji reappeared in front of the throng with his sword dripping with fresh blood 
and asked for another head. In this manner, other four, Dharam Das (a Jat of Delhi), Mohkam Chand 
(a calico printer of Dwarka), Himmat Singh (a water carrier from Jagan Nath) and Sahib Chand (a 
barber from Bidar) - were taken for sacrifice into the tent. Then the Guru appeared with these live 
men, who loo were dressed in saffron colour, with blue waist bands and turbans. 

Guru ji baptised them sugared water, stirred with a double - edged dagger (Khanda Ka Pahul) 
over which selected hymns continued to be recited simultaneously. The Guru announced that these 
*Panj Pyare* were to be 'Khalsa', Each male member was given the surname of Singh and each must 
wear the five symbols, five K's (Kesh, Kangha, Kara, Kachha and Kirpan). Then with folded hands 
the Guru begged Panj Pyaras to baptize him in the same manner. The Guru himself was renamed 
Gobind Singh. 


Khalsa 

In the Sikh tradition, the term appears for 
the first time in one of the hukumnamas 
of Guru Har Gobind ji where a sangat of 
the eastern region is calted Guru Ka 
Khalsa. It has also been employed in the 
same sense in one of the letters of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur addressed to the sangat of 
Patna. However, the term 'Kh also ’ 

acquired a specific connotation after Guru 
Gobind Singh ji introduced the new form 
of initiatory rites - Khande di Pahul, on 30 
March, 1699. 
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The Five K’s: Following Five Symbols were prescribed for the Khalsa: 

1. Kesh: The Khalsas were to wear their hair and beard unshorn. A Sikh should treat his hair as a 
gift from God himself, II is His trust. To keep this God-given form intact is the first and foremost 
duty of a Sikli. The hair is a symbol of faith and keeping long hair confirms a Sikh’s belief in the 
acceptance of God’s Will and teaches him humility and acceptance. 

2, Knnga: The Khalsas were to carry a comb in the hair to keep it tidy. They use a small wooden 
comb because it can be worn easily in the hair all the time. Apart from its practical utility, a comb 
is clearly a symbol of cleanliness. Just as a comb helps to remove the tangles and cleans the hair, 
similarly a Sikh is reminded to get rid of any impurities of thought by repeating ‘Nam’ (God's 
name) in his mind. 





Karra: The Khalsas were to carry a bracelet (karra), It is a special iron bracelet which is worn on 
the right hand wrist like a wedding ring which signifies a bond between the two people. The 

Karra is the Guru’s own symbolic ring to all his Sikhs signifying their unbreakable link or bond 
with the Gum as well as among themselves, belonging to the brotherhood of Khalsa. 

Kachtia: The Khalsas were to wear a knee-length pair of breeches. This is special, slightly longer 
type of underwear and is symbolic of continence and a high moral character. 

Kirpan: The Khalsas were to be ever amied with a sword. However, the Sikhs call it (he Kirpan. 
Kirpan conies from the word ‘Kirpa’ and 'Aan\ Kirpan means an act of kindness, a favour; and 
‘aan’ means honour, respect, self-respect. It is an instrument which adds to self-respect and self- 
defence. Thus for Sikhs, Kirpan is the symbol of power and freedom of spirit. All baptized Sikhs 
should wear a short form of Kiman. 


Battles of Guru Gobind Singh: 

Gum Gobind Singh assumed Gumship jn 1675 when he was only nine years old. He had to fight 

many battles against the hill Rajas and Mughals. His battles may be described under the following 
heads: 

A. Battles of the Pre- Khalsa Period (1675-1699) 

B. Baltics of the Post-Khalsa Period (1699-1708) 

Battles of the Pre- Khalsa Period (1675-1699): 

1. Battle of Bhungnni (1688): Guru Gobind Singh fought his first battle at Bhangani (situated on the 
bank of river Giri) (about lOkms from Paonta) in 1688. On the one side was Gum Gobind Singh and 
on the other side Raja Bhim Chand of Kahlur (Bilaspur) & other hill chiefs. Gum Gobind Singh 
came out victorious. After this battle Bhim Chand and other Rajput Rajas became friends of the 

Gum. 

2. Battle of Nadaun (1690): As the hill Rajas had now refused to pay annual tribute to the Mughals, 
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a force was sent against them under Alif Khan. Guru Gobind Singh sided with the hill Rajas, A 
battle was fought in 1690 at Nadaun (situated on the banks of river Beas, about 30kms in the south 
of Kangra). In this battle, Alif Khan was defeated and the Guru and his allies carried the day. 

Battles of the Post- Kliaha Period (1699-1708): 

1. First Battle or Anandpur (1701): Two years after the creation of Khalsa (1699). Raja Bhim 
Chand and other hill chiefs attacked the fort of Anandpur. Guru Gobind Singh and his Sikhs offered 
a stout resistance. At last hill Rajas made a compromise with the Guru and later retired to the village 

Nirmoh, 

2. Battle of Nirmoh (1702): In 1702 Raja Bhim Chand, with the assistance of the Mughal forces, 
suddenly attacked Nirmoh. The Guru Gobind Singh and his Sikhs gave a tough resistance, defeated 

the invaders and compelled them to retreat. 

3. Battle of Basoli (1702): After the battle of Nirmoh, Guru Gobind Singh crossed the SatJuj and 
went to Basoli on invitation from the Raja oT that place. Raja Bhim Chand sent a force to pursue the 
Guru, In the battle that ensued at Basoli the Sikhs defeated the army of Bhim Chand. Now the Sikhs 
attacked the territory of Bhim Chand and captured Kalmut. 

4. Second Battle or Anandpur (1704): On appeal from the hill Rajas, Wazir Khan, the Mughal 
Fauzdar of Sirbind, sent a big force for their assistance. The combined forces of Mughals and the 
Hill Chiefs undertook siege of the fort of Anandpur, After resisting the enemies tor a long time. 
Guru Gobind Singh and his Sikhs had to leave the fort due to shortage of provisions. In the 
confusion that followed, the two younger sons of the Guru, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh got 
separated and fell into the hands of the Mughals; on their refusal to embrace Islam they were bricked 

alive by the order of Wazir Khan. 

5* Battle of Shnhi Tibbi (1704): Hotly pursuing the enemies, Guru Gobind Singh ordered a Jatha of 
50 Sikhs under the Udhai Singh to obstruct their advance. At Shahi Tibbi these Sikhs resisted the 
enemies and killed hundreds of them but all of them died fighting gallantly. 

6. Battle or Chamkaur (1704): Having crossed the rivulet Sarsa, Gunt Gobind Singh went to Kolia 
Nihang Khan and from there to Chamkaur. Here he had to fight with the large Mughal force, while 
he had only 40 Sikhs on his side. The Sikhs inflicted heavy losses on the enemies but 35 of them, 
including the two elder sons of the Guru (Ajit Singh and Jhujhar Singh) died fighting heroically 
against the enemies. The Gum escaped in the darkness of the night. 

7. Battle of Khidrana (1705): Traversing the jungles of Machhiwara, Dina and other places, Guru 
Gobind Singh reached Khidrana where his last battle with the Mughals was fought on 29 ,h 
December, 1705. In this battle the Sikhs defeated the Mughals and won a grand victory bul 40 of 
them (blessed as ‘Chali Mukte’ by the Guru) lay martyrs at the battle-field. After this victory the 
Gum went to Talwandi-Sabo and from there proceeded to the Deccan, 
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After spending some time in Khidrana, Guru ji went to Talwandi Sabo (now called as Damdama 
Sahib) on the invitation of Dalla, a Brar Sikh. The Guru stayed here for more than nine months and 
prepared a fresh recension of Sikh Scripture and entitled it as ‘Dasam Granth’, distinct from the ‘Adi 
Granth', Dam — Dama is also known as Guru — Ki — Kashi, a centre of learning. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji left Talwandi Sabo to meet (he Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb himself. 
While at Bhagaur in Rajasthan, he heard of the death of the Emperor at Ahmadnagar in March 1707. 
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The Guru thereupon decided to return 
to Punjab via Delhi, 

After the death of the Aurangzeb, 
the battle for succession started 
between his sons. The Guru helped the 
eldest claimant, Bahadur Shah, with 
small contingent of Sikh soldiers who 
fought in the battle of Jajau on 8 th 
June. 1707. After his victory in the 
battle, the new Emperor Bahadur Shah 
invited Guru Gobind Singh ji for a 
meeting which took place at Agra on 
23 July 1707. The Gum was 
welcomed and given a jewelled Scarf 
and presents. But the Emperor did not 
take any action against Wazir Khan, 
on the behalf of Guru. 

Then, the Gum turned towards the 
South and reached Nandcd. Here lie 
converted Madho Das, a Bairagi to his 
faith and asked him to go to Punjab to 
punish Wazir Khan. 

One day, the two Pathans overtook 
the Gum at Nandcd, where one of 
them slabbed the Gum in the left side 




Zafamama 

The Zofarnamo is a letter in Persian verse 
containing 111 verses was addressed fo 

Emperor Aurangzeb. it was written by 

Guru Gobind Singh ji of Dina (in Forldkot 
district) in 1706 and was sent to 

Aurangzeb through 8hai Doyo Singh and 
Bhoi Dhoram Singh, t f was composed in 

the darkest hours of the Guru's life when 
his two younger sons were executed at 
Sirhind, the two elder sons were killed in 
the bottle of CftamJfcaur, his mother was 
collapsed with this shock and his army 
was completely wiped out. tn the 
Zafamama, the Guru chides Aurangzeb 
for breach of faith in the attack made by 
the Mughal forces on the Sikhs after they 
had vacated Anandpur on solemn 
assurance given them by him and his 
officers. He coils the Emperor oath- 

breaker. He tells the Emperor how his 
men and the hill chiefs had forced the 

bottle on him. He warns him of the 

9. 

consequences of his tyrannous acts and 
declares that in the end the victory would 
be his. 
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below the heart. Although five Guru’s wounds were stitched but the stitches burst a few days later 
and the wound bled profusely. This weakened the Gum beyond cure and he passed away on 7 
October 1708. 


Before his death, he ended the line of personal Gums and passed on the succession to the Holy 
Book, the Granth Sahib. He declared that word embodied in the Granth would be ’Gum’ after him 
and hence the name 'Gum Granth Sahib Ji\ 
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Guru Goblnd Singh Marg 

The Punjab Government built the 
Guru Gobind Singh Marg in the 
first quarter of 1973 and 
performed the Mahan Yatra 
{great pilgrimage} from 10 to 13 
April, 1973. Guru Gobind Singh 
Marg connected Anandpur Sahib 

with Damdama Sahib (a distance 

of 640 Kms), covering ninety-one 
historical places and 222 villages. 
Twenty commemorative pillars 
were erected on this long route 
giving a glimpse into the ideals of 
the Guru. 
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Guru J s Relics for Devotees 

The 300-year old relics of Guru 
Gobind Singh ji including the 
'choga' {cloak} given to Baba 
Triloka, 'bani' or o handwritten 

script of the Guru, a comb with 

hair and turban given to 5yed Pir 
Budhu Shah of Sadhaura and 
three swords with inscriptions in 
Pun jo b i, have been first shifted 
from Qilo Mubarak to Gurdwara 
Dukhnivaran Sahib in Patiala on 
23 April, 2015 and then have been 
moved in o religious procession 

conducted o cross the state on 

display in a special bus arranged 
by SGPC, from 6 to 20 May, 2015, 
for devotees to pay their respect. 
The relics have been enshrined 
finally at the Takht Keshgarh 
Sahib in Anandpur Sahib. 
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4.6.12 Guru Graittli Sahib Ji: 


Gum Granth Sahib is the ‘holy book’ or the Sacred 
Scripture of the Sikhs. It is a voluminous 
anthology of the sacred verse by six of the ten 
Gurus and of some of the contemporary holy men. 

Tliis holy volume was compiled by Guru Arjan 
Dev ji in 1604 and Bhai Gurdas ji acted as scribe 
with him. In the beginning, it was referred to as 
‘Pothi Sahib*, Besides the compositions of the four 
preceding Gurus and of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, there 
were hymns by saints, both Hindus and Muslims. 

The Granth Sahib is written in Gurmukhi 


Do You Know 
Ati Akhand Path: 


When 


eader without any interruption. But thi 

is now a days very rare. 
Akhand Path: 

I non-stop reading of Guru Granth Sahi 
ji by a re fay of readers is coiled Akhand 

Path. 

Sahaj Path: 

Under which no time limit is prescribed 


script. It was installed in the newly built Harimandir Sahib on 16 Aug 1604 and Baba Buddha ji was 


made its first Granthi, 

Guru Arjan Dev ji directed that during day time the Holy Book should remain in Harimandir 
Sahib and by night, after the ‘Sohila’ was read, it should be taken to the room he had built for 
himself in 'Guru-Kp-Malial\ Even today daily in the morning, the Holy Book is taken out in stale to 

the Harimandir Sahib and brought by night to rest in a room at the Akal Takhl. 

However, the present volume is not the same one. It was taken to Kartarpur by Guru Har Gobind 
ji and there it passed into the possession oi his grandson, Dliir Mall. It has since remained in that 

family. 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji added hymns of Guru Tegh Bahadur ji to the volume prepared by Guru 
Arjan Dev ji. Thus, the Holy Book, in its present form, contains hymns of six of the ten Sikh Gurus 
apart from several holy men coming from the Hindu and the Muslim tradition and every copy of the 

Holy Book must contain 1430 pages. 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji ended the line of personal Gurus and passed on the succession to the Holy 
Book, the Granth Sahib. Before his death, he declared that the word embodied in the Granth would 
be 'Guru* after him and hence the name “Guru Granth Sahib Ji. 1 * 
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4.6*13 Five Takhts: 

The Five Gurdwaras known as the Five Takhts (Royal Thrones) have a very special significance for 
the Sikh community. They arc considered the seats of Sikh religious authority. Many important 
decisions concerning the religious and social life of the Sikh community were taken here. 

I.Shri AkalTakht; 

Akal Takht is the primary seat of Sikh religious authority and central altar for Sikh political 
assembly. It is located in front of Golden Temple in Amritsar (Punjab). While the Golden Temple 
stands Tor spiritual guidance, the Akal Takht symbolizes the dispensing of justice and temporal 
activity. Its foundation was laid by Guru Har Gobind sahib ji. The Akal Takht Sahib was a royal 
seat. The envoys and the ambassadors of the royal stales were received here, in the darbar. It was a 
judicial court where the cases of the public were decided; it was the highest office deciding military 
stratagem; it was the supreme seat of Sikh polity and it was the major centre of philosophical and 
educational activities. It was here that the Guru ji revealed the Sikh philosophy of Miri and Piri (the 
Oneness of Temporal and Spiritual). The Two flags representing temporal and spiritual were 
installed at the Akal Takht Sahib ji. The Akal Takht is the oldest ofthe Five Takhts. 

2. Takht Shri Damdama Sahib: 

Damdama Sahib is situated in the village of Talwandi Sabo near Bathinda. This is where Gum 
Gobind Singh stayed for nearly a year and compiled (he final edition of the Guru Granth Sahib 
known as the Damdama Sahib Bir in 1705* He added to the original version prepared by Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji the verses of Gum Tegh Bahadur Ji. A large number of new converts joined (he fold of the 
Khalsa here. The first Guru Granth Sahib band written by Guru Gobind Singh resides here, 

3. Takht Shri Kcshgarh Sahib: 

Takht Sri Keshgarg Sahib (Sri Anandpur Sahib) jt is one of the most important sacred places ofthe 
Sikhs and is closely linked with their religious traditions and history. Sri Anandpur Sahib was 
founded by ninth Gum Sri Tegh Bahadur Sahib ji in 1665. Gum Gobind Singh ji came to this town 
in 1674 when he was only eight years old and he spent about 25 years of his life in Anandpur Sahib* 
At this place, in 1699, on the Baisakhi day (30th March), Tenth Master Guru Gobind Singh ji created 
Khalsa by baptizing five beloved Sikhs known as ‘Panj Pyaras’. This place is well known for the 
birth of Khalsa - the pure one. Some ofthe weapons of Gum Gobind Singh jt arc displayed here. The 
most precious of these is the actual Khanda (double edged sword) used by Gum Gobind Singh to 
prepare the amrit (sweet water) used in (he first Khals3 initiation ceremony. This is the birthplace or 
the Khalsa. 

4. Takht Shri Hazur Sahib: 

Hazur Sahib is on the banks of Godavari in Maharashtra. This is where Guru Gobind Singh left this 
world. The inner room of the temple is called Angitha Sahib. Takht Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib is 
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(he principal shrine at Nanded. The tenth Guru held his court and congregation here. It is the site of 
his own tent where he was convalescing after he was attacked by assassins. It is the place from 
where the tenth Guru rose to heaven. Guru ji dispatched Banda Singh with five of his Sikhs to 
Punjab before the slabbing incident and told him to fight for justice and truth. 

Sachkhand (lit. region of Truth) had been used by Gum Nanak Dev to mean the abode of God. 
The present building of the Takht Sahib was constructed by Maharaja Ranjit Singh with money. 


artisans and labour sent from Punjab during early 1830s. 

5. Takht Shri Patna Sahib: 

Patna Sahib is situated in Patna, the capital of Bihar. It was here that Gum Gobind Singh was bom in 
1666 and spent his early years before moving to Anondpur. Besides being the birthplace of Guru 
Gobind Singh. Patna was also honoured by visits from Guru Nanak as.well as Gum Tcgh Bahadur. 
Gurdwara Patna sahib ji is regarded as the centre for propagating Sikhism in the East India. 


Present President of SGPC is S, Gobind Singh Ji Longowal 


Table 4,13 


Name of I he Takht 


Shri Akal Takht 


Five Takhls 


Location 


Amritsar, Punjab 


lalhcclur/Smgh Sahib 



iani Harprccl 


* 1 



' Shri Damdama Sahib Talwandi Sabo, Bathinda. Punjab Singh Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh Ji 
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i Hazur Sahib 


Patna Sahib, Bihar 
Nandcd Sahib, Maharashtra 



Sahib Giani Ranjit Singh Ji 
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4 , 6.14 Banda Singh Bahadur - The Sikh Warrior (1670 - 1716): 

Banda Singh Bahadur, Sikh warrior, was bom on 27 December, 1670 al Rajauri in the Punchh 
district of Kashmir. His original name was Lachhman Dev. He was son of Ram Dev, a ploughman. 

The sight of a dying doe, who had two cubs in her womb from Lachhman Dev’s arrow, during 
one oThis hunting excursions, turned him into an ascetic. 

He first met a Bairagi Janki Prasad and then joined Bairagi Ram Das and was renamed as Madho 
Das, After the death of his yoga Guru, Augliar Nath of Nasik, he shifted to Nanded, where he 
established his own Dera (monastery). 

In September 1708, Guru Gobind Singh Ji came to his Dera at Nanded. The Guru bestowed upon 
him a drum, a banner and five arrows from his quiver as symbol of temporal authority. The Guru Ji 
also gave him the name of ‘Banda Singh’. He was given an advisory council of five Sikhs — Binod 
Singh, Kahan Singh, Baj Singh. Daya Singh and Ram Singh. 

The Guru appointed him ns his military lieutenant and asked him to lead the campaign against the 
evil Mughal administration and to punish Nawah Wazir Khan, 

Banda Singh Bahadur marched towards Punjab and captured Sirhind, Samana, Ghurham, Thaska, 
Shahbad. Mustafabad and Kapuri, Next came the turns ofSadhaura. where he killed its ChicfUsman 
Kahn (who had tortured to death Sayyid Buddu Shah, a true friend of Guru Gobind Singh ji). 

Wazir Khan, the Governor of Sirhind was killed in the Battle of Chappar Chin on 12 May 1710 
and the city of Sirhind was captured. He then became the virtual master of territories between the 

Yamuna and the Satluj. 

Banda Singh Bahadur made the fort of Mukhlispur as his capital, renaming it as ‘Lohgarh’. He 
assumed the style of royalty and introduced a new calendar, struck coins and official seal in the 
name of Guru Nanak Dev ji and Guru Gobind Singh Ji. He retained Persian as the language of his 
government. He also abolished the Zamindart system. 

The increasing influence of Banda Singh Bahadur provoked the ire of the Mughal Emperor 
Bahadur Shah, who ordered his men to kill the worshippers of Gum Nanak Dev ji, A massive 
imperial force captured the Fort of Lohgarh, but Banda Singh Bahadur made a successful bid to 
escape and entered a Havcli of Duni, Chain.! at Gurdaspur Nangal, But Banda Singh Bahadur's 
resources in men and material were relatively negligible against the Mughal Empire's, lie had not 
enough money, horses, and elephants. Thus the Mughal forces under the Mughal Emperor Farukh 
Siyar at last broke and captured Banda Singh Bahadur aiid his companions in December 1715. They 
were first paraded up to Lahore and then sent to Delhi. Then, they were taken to tomb of Khawaja 
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Qutb ud-Din Bakhlyar Kaki and offered to choose between Islam and death. 

Upon the refusal of Banda Singh Bahadur to renounce his faith, his four years old son Ajai Singh 
was brutally tom into pieces before Banda Singh’s eyes. 

Banda Singh Bahadur himself was tortured and his eyes were pulled out and hands and feet 
chopped off. His flesh was tom with red hot pincers and his body was cut up limb by limb on 9 June 
1716 on the orders of Mughal Emperor Farukh Siyar. 


4.6.15 Da! Khalsa: 

After the death of Banda Singh Bahadur, there was no eminent leader among the Sikhs. The struggle 
against the Mughal Government became eventually a people's war. The Sikh warriors established 
their control over Amritsar and made it as the rallying centre of the Sikhs. They appointed Bhai 
Mani Singh to look after the affairs of Harimandir Sahib. 

The Sikhs started the tradition of deciding matters concerning the community at the biennial 
meetings which took place at Amritsar on the first of Baisakh and Diwali. These assemblies came to 
be known as the Sarbat Khalsa. The Sarbat Khalsa became a real force. It appointed jathedars and 

instructed them to protect villages near their mountain and jungles. 

When in 1733, Zakarya Khan, the Mughal Governor of Lahore, failed to suppress the Sikhs by 

force; he decided to adopt conciliatory measures to kill the Singhs with ‘sugar* instead of ‘poison*. 

He offered them a jagir and the title of Nawab on their leader. Kapur Singh was accepted by the 
Sarbat Khalsa as the leader of Sikhs and invested with the title of Nawab. Thus, remembered 

consequently as Nawab Kapur Singh. 

Nawab Kapur Singh divided the entire Sikh militia into two groups: Budha Dal and Taruna Dal. 
The Budha Dal consisting of veterans and the Taruna Dal, consisting of more youthful soldiers. The 
purpose of Budha Dal, the veteran group, was to protect Gurdwarns and train Taruna Dal, while the 
Taruna Dal would act as combat troops. 

Nawab Kapur Singh and Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia made full use of the conciliatory attitude 
of Zakarya Khan. The jathas were assumed complete freedom of action. 

However, the compact between Zakarya Khan and Nawab Kapur Singh broke down in 1735. The 
Government confiscated the Jagir and the Sarbat Khalsa was again out-Iawed. The execution of the 
pious head priest of (he Harimandir Sahib, Bhai Mani Singh caused deep resentment among the 

Sikhs. 

But before they could get revenge, the Persian, Nadir Shah invaded Punjab in 1738. The Khalsa 
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did not spare Nadir Shah. They started plundering the invader’s baggage train and loot-heavy 
camels. Before leaving. Nadir Shah warned to Zakarya Khan that if he did not finish these warriors 


they would deprive him of his Kingdom, 

Zakarya' Khan minded the warning of Nadir Shah, He blew up mud fort at Dallcwal built by 
Khalsa. A large number of Sikhs were publicly beheaded by the police officials on the orders of 


Zakarya Khan at the horse market of 
Lahore (now known as Sahidganj). 

After the death of Zakarya Khan 
in 1745, his son Yahya Khan took 
over the command, who continued 
his inhuman father’s policy towards 
Sikhs. The death of Jaspat Rai, 
brother of Lakhpat Rai, (Diwan of 
Lahore) at the hands of Sikhs in 1746 

greatly engraged him. 

He led a huge army towards 
Kahnuwan, near Gurdaspur and 
killed more than seven thousand 
Sikhs, is known as Chhota 
Ghallughara. 

In January 174S, Ahmad Shah 
Abdali, the new ruler of Afghanistan 
invaded India on the invitation of 

Shah Nawaz, brother of Yahya Khan. 
After plundering Lahore, Abdali 
marched towards Delhi, where he 
was defeated by Mir Monnu, 
Commander of Mughal army. 

Taking the advantage of these 

political uncertainties, the Sarbat 
Khalsa started reorganizing 
themselves. The entire fighting force 


+ 


Chhota Ghallughara 

lakhpat Rai, the Diwan of Lahore wanted 
to avenge the killing of his brother Jaspa t 
Rai (the Fouzdar of Emma bad) who was 
kilfed in an encounter with a roving bond 
of Sikhs. With the concurrence of Yahiya 
Khan (the Mughal Governor of Lahore), 
Lakhpat Rai launched an all-out 
campaign against the 5/khs and set forth 
with a large army , The Sikhs were 

brought to bay in a dense forest of 

Kahnuwan, near Gurdaspur where they 
put a determined fight, But overwhelmed 
by the superior numbers of the enemy, 
the Sikhs were scattered with heavy 
losses. An estimated 7000 Sikhs were 

killed and 3000 captured in the action 

fought on 1 and 2 May 1746. Lakhpat 
marched back in triumph to Lahore 

where he had the captives beheaded in 
batches at q place where now stands a 
shrine known as Shahidganj. 

This holocaust of June 1746 is known 
as Chhota Ghallughara, to distinguish it 

from the greater disaster, the Wadda 
Ghallughara of 1762. 

The Punjab Government has built the 
Chhota Ghaliughara Kahnuwan Chomb 
Memorial comprises of a 100-ft toll 
Minor, at Kahnuwan near Gurdaspur . 
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of Khalsa was unified into a single 
body called llic Dal Khalsa in 1748 
under the supreme command of 
Sardar iassa Singh Ahluwalia. The 
Dal was divided into eleven units i.e. 

Mists, with separate names and 
leaders. The Phootkian Misl. the 
twelfth* was not a part of Dal Khalsa 

and sometimes acted against the 

interest of the community. 

The Dal Khalsa established its 
authority over most of the Punjab in a 
short time. The Dal Khalsa first 

defeated Ahmad Shah Abdali's 

* 

Governor at Sirhind after the incident 
of Wadda Ghailughara in 1762 and 
then Ahmad Shah himself at Amritsar 
in the same year. The Sikhs 
recaptured the territories of from the 
Indus to the Yamuna. After the 
conquest of Sirhind on 1764, the 
Misldari system came into operation. 
The Sikhs were well- organized 
under the leadership of Kapur Singh 
and Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. 
But, the death of Sardar Jassa Singh 



Waddo Ghailughara 
This major holocaust of one-day battle 

between the Dal Khalsa and Ahmad Shah 
Abdati is remembered in Sikh history. The 
Afghan invader Ahmad Shah Abdali was 
harassed by the Sikhs when he was 
returning home after his historic victory 
in the third battle of Panipat. The Sikhs 
plundered Sirhind and Maierkotla and 
drove awoy the faujdar of Jalandhar , 
which greatly engraged Abdali. The Sikhs 
who were encamped at Kup-Ruhira, near 
Maierkotla, caught up by Abdali. On 5 
February 1762, a battle was fought 
between the Sikhs and Abdali. Though 
the Sikhs decided to die fighting, but soon 
the longer and better equipped army of 
Abdali overtook them. An estimated 
20000 to 50000 Sikhs including women 
and children were killed in this massacre. 

This holocaust of February 1762 is 
known as Wadda Ghailughara, to 
distinguish it from the minor disaster, the 
Ghftoto Ghailughara of 1746. 

The Punjab Government has built the 
Wadda Ghailughara Kup Ruhira 
Memorial at Kup Ruhira village, near 
Maierkotla in Songrur district. 

- 
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Ahluwalia in 1783 was virtually the end of the Dal Khalsa 
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4.6.16 Sikh Misls: 

The word Mis! is the Punjabi version of Confederation. Sikh Misls have an important place in Sikh 
history as the foundations for the Sikh empire were laid by the formation of Sikh Mists. The terrible 

h 

hardship imposed by Zakarya Khan, for over two decades on the Sikhs and the fortitude and success 
with which they fought them out inspired the heads of Sikh groups to a new hope, intrepidity, 
fearlessness and unity. They gradually consolidated their groups into various Misls, These Misls 
were all considered equal. Sikhs operated mostly under twelve Mists; some comprising a few 
hundred while others could field eight to ten thousands fighting men. Each Sikh was free to join any 
Misl and every Misl acted in any way it wished in the area of its control. It was estimated that the 
Sikhs could collectively muster about seventy thousand soldiers in the field at one time. The system 
of Misls was appropriate to (he conditions of the time and worked well under their respective 
leaders. While most of their operations were conducted independently, coordination with other Misls 
was made only on selective basis. It focused the energies of Sikh soldiers in the sen-ice of a single 
cause, the expulsion of Muslim rulers from Punjab and defending their religious faith. So whenever 
the Misl leaders heard that oppressed people were in need of help against their Mughal oppressors, 
they acted at once and rushed to their rescue. They were the gladiators of their time in their 
respective areas. 

Tab 1*4.14 


Name of the Misl 


Sikh Misls and Their Founders 


Founder 


;&iFor Songhia 
[ Nishanwalia Misl 

eedan Mist 





J, ■ 





’f 





Dasundha Singh 
. Deep Singh 

\ bar mm xB r 

Singh Nikai 
Singh Daltewalia 





aria Misl 










ft m 


Phulkian Misl 
; Bhangi Misl 



Jassa Singh Rnmgharia 

Jl d J! >4 II - ' * *• 1 #* * 

^4 a j j, m n - 

Chaudhari 

Hari Singh 
Jassa Sir 







Misl 


. * . r . r . i 

Singh 


■ 5 i *f^« m -9- ■ 


Singhpurin or Faizalpi 

iria Misl 

| SukerchakiaMisl 



M ’ m I 


Nawab Kapur Singh 
Buddha Singh 
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4.6,17 Maliuruja Ranjit Singh: 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh, popularly called as 'Sher-i-Punjab’ j.c, the Lion of the Punjab, was the most 
powerful figure in the history of Punjab. He was bom on 13 November 1780 at Gujranwala city 
(now in Pakistan) into a Jait Sikh family of Sandhawalia clan, to Sardar Maha Singh Sukkarchakia 
and Sardami Raj Kaur, daughter of Maharaja Gajpat Singh of Jind. He was given the name ofBudh 
Singh, but was later changed into Ranjit Singh. 

Ranjit Singh belonged to Sukerchakia Misl which was founded by Buddha Singh, who is said to 
have baptized by Guru Gobind Singh Ji. AAer the death of Buddha Singh in 
1718, his son Naudh Singh fortified the village Sukcrchak (hence 
Sukcrchakias), Naudh Singh was succeeded by his son Charhat Singh, who 

I 

shifted his head - quarters to Gujranwala. He had several skirmishes with 
Ahmad Shah Abdali, the Afghan Governor of Lahore. Charhat Singh’s last 
foray was into Jammu where in one of the skirmishes he fell mortally 
wounded by the bursting of his own matchlock. Charhat Singh was succeeded 
by his son Maha Singh who strengthened his position by marrying the 
daughter of Maharaja Gajpat Singh of Jind. Maha Singh came into conflict 

with Kanhaya Misl over the control of Jammu and in one of the skirmishes, Gurbaksh Singh, son of 

the leader of Kanhaya Misl* Jai Singh was killed. Maha Singh died in 1792. 

AAer the death of his father Maha Singh, Ranjit Singh, who was twelve years old at that time, 
succeeded. An attack of small pox during infancy deprived him of the sight of hts IcA eye. He did 
not attend any school and spent most of his time riding and in chase. 

In 1796, he got married with Mehlab Kaur, daughter of Gurbaksh Singh and Sada Kaur of 
Kanhaya Misl, He was mainly raised by his mother - in law Sada Kaur, who directed his unbounded 
energy towards unifying the Punjab. She helped him a lot during the early part of his career of battle 
and conquest. 

In 1798, the political situation of Punjab was very complicated. The important Sikh Misls who 

considered rise of Ranjit Singh as a threat to their existence were Bhangis, Kan hay as, Nokkais, and 
Ahluvvalias. Ranjit Singh won Kanhaya Misl by marrying Melitab Kaur, daughter of Sada Kaur and 
Nakkai Misl by marrying Raj Kaur, Nakkai princess. Ahluwalia Misl was won over by exchange of 
turbans with Pateh Singh Ahluwalia, Other Misls were either conquered or won over. 

AAer uniting the 12 Sikh Misls of Punjab together to fonn an Empire, Ranjit Singh proclaimed 
himself as Maharaja of the Punjab on the first Baisakh. 12 April 1801. Lahore served as his capital 
from 1799. Now a highly ambitious young man started his career of conquest and did not take rest 
till he had conquered almost the whole of Punjab. His main conquests were following: 


Buddha Singh 
Naudh Singh 

4 ' 

Charhat Singh 
Maha Singh 
Ranjit Singh 
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Table ^|4S 


Niiim* uf l lie Conquest 
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Conquest of Lahore 
inquest of Amritsar 
Conquest of Kasur 
Conquest of /hang 
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Conquest of Kangra 


of Auock 




of Multan 


Conquests of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 


When 



HI 


m 


1805 

1807 


1807 


Ikot 1808 


1809 


I T — 



1 err i lories 

Conquered 


Lahore 


Amritsar 




Uj-— 


Kasur 

/hang 

Sialkot 

Kangra 

Auock 


Multan 


Kashmir 


Rulers from Whom the Territories were 

Conquered 


PcshawaT 





Sartlars 


Mai Sukhan (wid 


Qulb-ud-din 

- -* :1®L^U-- . 

Ahmad Khan 




■■ 







II 


' ~~ Jiwan Singh jm 

Raja Sansar Chand Katoch 

■ • ft mm* mm ■ j*- • . ■ ■ m m ih m «■* m ■v M V 

Jalmndad Khan 


L ■§ - ■ i 


a 



r 


i3t 


Mujjaffar Khan 
Zabbar Khan 
Azim Khan 






As a result of above conquests, Maharaja Ranjit Singh converted his small Mils into a vast 
kingdom. His Kingdom was extended Tram Ladakh in the North to Shikarpur in the South and from 
Jamrud in the N-W to River Satluj in the East. 

However, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was checked in East by the Treaty of Amritsar in 1809. Then 

after he was not allowed to _ 

expand towards South. Maharaja . 

Ranjit Singh’s ambition on the i -*— 1 - 

western side was eheeked by the rreofy efAmritsaf 

Tripartite Treaty of 1838 under 7reofy of Amritsar Is a landmark in the history 

which it was agreed that Shah of Ronjit Singh. Treaty of Amritsar was signed in 

Shura would be installed as the 1809 be,ween eri, ' sh and Mohoro/o flan/it 

Singh on the following terms; 

King of Kabul with the help of j Both agreed to maintain friendly relations 

British and Sikh forces. with each other. British would hove no 1 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was a concern with territories and subjects of | 

, . i Ranjit Singh, north-west of the River Satluj. 

devout Sikh and considered . . . . . 

2. Ranjit Singh agreed not to keep mare troops 

himself as humble servant of than necessary on the left bonk of the Satluj. 

Guru. He was heavy donor of 3. In event of violation of any one of the terms, 

wealth and materials for the thli treaty would be null and 

shrines. The Golden plates ' - ■- 

which cover the walls of 
Harimandir Sahib were denoted 




Treaty of Amritsar 

Treaty of Amritsar is a landmark In the history 
of Ranjit Singh. Treaty of Amritsar was signed in 
1809 between British and Maharaja Ranjtt 
Singh on the following terms; 

1. Both agreed to maintain friendly relations 
with each other. British woufd hove no 
concern with territories and subjects of 

Ranjit Singh, north-west of the River Satluj. 

2. Ranjit Singh agreed not to keep mare troops 
than necessary on the left bonk of the Satluj. 

3. In event of violation of any one of the terms, 
this treaty would be null and void. 

--- 


by Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his mother - in law Rani Sada Kaur. Maharaja also donated gold to 
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Hindu shrines such as Vishvanath 


temple 


(Banaras), 


* B 


WM 


Jwalamukhi and Kangra temples 
(Himachal), which displays his 
secular character as a King. 

The other two most sacred temples 
in Sikhism, which he built, areTakhl 

(inflation or birth 
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Sri Patna 



Kah-i-Naor 

Koh-i-Noor, the peerless diamond was 
token by Nadir Shah from Emperor 
Muhammad Shah of Delhi in 1739. He 
called it Kohd'Noor, the Mountain of 
Light. Since then it has been known by 
this name. After the death of Nadir Shah, 
it went into the hands of Ahmad Shah 
Abdali through the grandson of Nadir 
Shah. Then, it passed by descent to Shah 

Zamon, grandson of Ahmad Shah, ft was 

with his brother Shah Shuja, who became 
a prisoner in Kashmir in 1812. His wife, 
Wofo Begum promised to give it to 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh for saving the life 
of her husband. Maharaja Ron jit Singh 



fulfilled his promise by saving Shah 
Shuja' life and in return got the 
Noor from his wife, it descended to his 
youngest son Maharaja Dalip Singh who 
was made to surrender it to the British 
after the annexation of Punjab in 1849. 
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place of Guru Gobind Singh) 
and Takht Sri Hazur Sahib, the place 
of Guru Gobind Singh’s Sikh 
ascension into heaven. 

The Maharaja was usually dressed 
in simple white; he wore no crown or 
ornaments but a single string of pearls 

around his waist and on special 

occassions, the famous Koh-i-Noor 

diamond on his arm, 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was one of 
the ablest and efficient Indian rulers 
of his lime. He was very liberal and 
broad-mined. He is remembered for 
establishing a well organized state. 

The entire Kingdom of Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh was divided into four 
provinces like Lahore, Multan, Kashmir and Peshawar, each headed by a Nazim who was assisted by 

Kardars or collectors. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh created an army which, at the zenith of his power, was a formidable force. 
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One third of the total revenue was spent on the army. In 1822, he dec ided to modernize his army to 


European standard. 

He employed two officers of Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
disband^ arm y< Jean Baptiste Ventura and Jean Francois 


Do You Know 

Venture 8t Allard were not the first 
European officers in the Punjab Army. 


Allard t° ,ra ' n his army. Ventura, who became a general I The first was an English deserter 


of Burba/ ar ™y> organized a special Brigade which went 


named Price, who joined Punjab Army 


by the nan lc ol Fau J ~ Khas. Allard was put in charge of cavalry. Maharaja Ranjit Singh also 
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appointed General Auguste Court and Gardner, who were pul in charge of Artillery unit. 

The law of administration was largely conventional and punishments were severe. But corporal 


punishment was unknown. His court was always full of Hindus, Muslims and French Officers, 
reflecting the secular character ofhis state. Fakir Aziz-ud-din (a Muslim) was his Foreign Minister 
and Dina Nath (a Brahmin) was his Finance Minister. His Prime Minister, Dhian Singh was a Dogra. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh is remembered for establishing a well-known organized state. He ended 
the era of political instability in Punjab. However, his well-established rule was limited to his 
lifetime only, after which Punjab disintegrated completely within ten years of hts death. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh died of paralysis Lahore on 27 June 1839. 

Table 4.16 Maharaja Rnnjit Singh 


Birth 


1780 at Gujranwala City (now in Pakistan) 



Father/Mother 
Popularly Known as 


Hs 


Mis! 


1 


Spouse 

Mainly raised by 
. Capital 

Issued 


Up 


Sardar Maha Singh/Sardami Raj Kaur 
Sher — i - Punjab 

Sukcrchakia 
Mehtab Kaur 

*+=* ■ -[1* r u.;, - - St? 1 ??!!* S T * aVl 

Sada Kaur (his mother-in-law) 


■ ■ 


Lahore 

Nanakshahi Coins 





Two European Officers employed by him Venture and Allard 








mm 


Takht Sri Patna Sahib and Takht Sri Hazur Sahib 




To cover the walls of Harimandir Sahib 


'A 


Treaty of Amritsar, 1809 and Tripartite Treaty of 1838 


Death 

4 m 1 ■ T 









































































































Sikhism 


4.6.18 Successors of Malmrnjn Rnnjit Singh: 


Ran jit Singh 



Chand 

Kharak 

Sher 

Tara 

Multana 

Kashmira 

Peshaura 

Dalip 

Kaur 

Singh 

Singh 

Singh 

Singh 

Singh 

Singh 

Singh 


Nau Nihal 
Singh 


Kharak Singh (1801 - 1840): 

Kharak Singh, eldest son of Maharaja Ranjil Singh ascended the throne in 1839 on the death of his 
father. To occupy the throne Kharak Singh had to face opposition from his younger brother Sher 
Singh. Kharak Singh was a weak ruler and did not give much attention to the affairs of the state. He 
left the administration in the hands of his fauvorile Chcl Singh Bajwa, who was related to him 
through his wife, Chand Knur and as a result lie tost support and confidence of minister, Dhian 

Singh. 

In the end, Chet Singh was murdered by Nau Nihal Singh, son of Kharak Singh, with the help of 
Dhian Singh. Dhian Singh pul Nau Nihal Singh on the throne and Kharak Singh had to retire from 
politics and administration. He died in November, 1840. 

Nau Nihal Singh (1821 - 1840): 

Nau Nihal Singh, son of Kharak Singh and Chand Kaur, was married to the daughter or Sham 

Singh Altariwala. He was only 19 years old when he sat on the throne. He was an able administrator, 

a soldier and ambitious young man. He solved the problem oflaw and order in the empire. Basically, 
he had all the qualities perfect for being a king. 

Unfortunately, he was not destined to live for long. When he was reluming alter the funeral rites 
of his father Kharak Singh on 5 November 1840, an archway of the gate of the Hazuri Bagh fell 
upon him. He was seriously injured and died later. 

Chand Knur (1802- 1842): 

Chand Kaur staked her claim to the throne after the death of her husband, Kharak Singh as well as of 
her son Nau Nihal Singh in November 1840. 

She challenged Sher Singh, the second son of Maharaja Ranjil Singh on the grounds that her 
daughter - in - law. Sahib Kaur was pregnant and that she claimed regency on behalf of the unborn 
legal successor to her husband's throne. Dhian Singh succeeded in persuading the rivals to enter into 
a compact called the Iqramama, by which Chand Kaur became Regent, Sher Singh head of Council 
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of Regency and Dhian Singh, Principal Minister of the State. 

However, the compact not last long as Dhian Singh wished Chand Kaur to adopt his son. Him 
Singh as successor to the throne. But due to the failure of the plans of Dhian Singh on the refusal of 
Chanel Kaur, he openly supported Shcr Singh who forcibly occupied the throne with the help of the 
army. Chand Kaur was pensioned off with an annual Jagir of 900000 rupees. Finally Dhian Singh 
finished her oflTon It June 1842, smashing her head with wooden pikes from the kitchen. 

Slier Singh (1807- 1843): 

Shcr Singh, son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and Mchlab Kaur, occupied the throne with the help of 
Dhian Singh on 20 January- 1841. Dhian Singh was proclaimed as Chief Minister. Shcr Singh soon 

began to chafe under the dictatorship of Dhian Singh, 

Sensing the loss of confidence of Shcr Singh, the British persisting in their pretention of 
friendship, asked Sher Singh to allow the Sandhawalias Ajit Singh and Altar Singh (who were 
known to be hostile or unfriendly towards Dhian Singh Dogra) to return to the Punjab and have their 
estates restored to them. Sher Singh accepted this suggestion of British. As anticipated, the 
Sandhawalin Sardars became the pro-British, anti-Dogra party in the Durbar, 

The Sandhawalias hatched a murderous plot. On 15 September 1843 Ajit Singh while conducting 
the Maharaja for the review of his troops, pressed the trigger of a double-barreled rifle and killed 


him. At the same lime Ajit Singh’s uncle Lehna Singh seized Pratap Singh, son of Sher Singh and 

severed his neck. They also killed Dhian Singh Dogra. 

Finally army led by Hira Singh, son of Dhian Singh Dogra seized the fort of Lahore, Ajit Singh 

and Lehna Singh were captured and executed. Attar Singh escaped and was given asylum by the 


British. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh's younger son, Dalip Singh was proclaimed us the Maharaja and Hira 

Singh Dogra as his Chief Minister. 

Dalip Singh (1838-1893): 

Dalip Singh, the last Sikh sovereign of Punjab, was the youngest son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
After the murder of Maharaja Shcr Singh, he was proclaimed as the Maharaja of Punjab and Him 
Singh Dogra as his Chief Minister. He was only 5 years old when he became Maharaja. His mother, 

Maharani Jind Kaur became his Regent. 

Dalip Singh was the last Maharaja of Punjab who occupied the throne from 1843 to 1849. After 
the two Anglo-Sikh wars, Punjab was annexed by the British and Dalip Singh was deprived of his 

crown and kingdom. 
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4.6,19 Anglo - Sikh Wars: 


First Anglo-Sikh War (1845-46): 

After ihe death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1839, there was an anarchy and confusion in Punjab. In 
1845-46, the First Anglo-Sikh War took place when Maharaja Dalip Singh, a minor, was the ruler of 
Punjab with Maharnni Jindan as his Regent and Lord Hardinge was the Governor-General of India. 
The following battles were fought between the two: 

1, Battle of Mudki (18 th Dec. 1845); The Sikh forces led by Lai Singh crossed the river Satluj and 
faced a large British army under the command of Sir Hugh Gough at Mudki on 18 th Dec. 1845. Due 


to the treachery of Lai Singh, the Sikhs were defeated in the battle but they inflicted great losses 
upon the enemies. 

2. Battle of Ferozeshehar (21 11 Dec. 1845); the Sikhs and the British faced each other at 

Ferozeshehar where a hard-contested battle was fought on 2P l Dec. 1845, The Sikhs were led by Lai 
Singh & Tej Singh and the British by Gough. In spite 0 f extraordinary bravery and skill in the battle 
by Sikhs, they were defeated due to treachery of their commanders. 

3. Battle of Baddowal (21 11 Jan. 1846): Ranjadh Singh Majithia crossed the Satluj with his forces 


and began to make preparations for attacking Ludhiana. Sir Henry Smith proceeded with a force to 
resist him but was defeated at the battle of Baddowal fought on 21* 1 Jan. 1846. 

4. Battle of Aliwal (28' h Jan. 1846): Having got reinforcements from Ferozepur, Henry Smith 
suddenly attacked by Sikh forces under Ranjodh Singh at Aliwal on 28 lfl Jan. 1846 and inflicted a 

defeat upon them. The Sikh soldiers crossed the Satluj and ran away. 

5, Battle of Sabraon (10 ,h Feb. 1846): The last and decisive battle was fought at Sabraon, on the 
banks of the Satluj, on 10 ,h Feb. 1846. In this battle too Tcj Singh and Lai Singh, who were 
commanding Sikh forces, proved traitors to their soldiers, although Sham Singh Altariwala Fought 
heroically and sacrificed his life. The Sikhs were defeated due to the treachery of their leaders but 
they caused heavy losses to the enemies. Around 320 British soldiers were killed and 2083 wounded. 
As many as 3125 Sikh soldiers died fighting. 


Table 4.17 Battles fought in First Anglo-Sikh War 1845-46 
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Battle of Aliwal 

L —; ._ ^ ^ ^ 

28* Jan. 

1846 

LaflL aflL Ah 4 J H 

Aliwal 

. 

Battle of 

Sabraon 

- , 

1 10* Feb. 
1846 | 

1 

Sabraon 



Ranjodh Singh 





Sir Henry Smith 


Lai Singh + Tej Singh 
& Sham Singh 

Attariwala 


Sir Hugh Gough 
and SirHemy 
Hardinge 


II 

;l 


British 





i 


l 


British 


After the victory in the Battle of 

Sabraon, the British Governor- 
General, Lord Hardinge concluded 
Treaty of Lahore with Maharaja of 
Punjab, Dalip Singh on 9 th March, 
1846. 

A subsidiary treaty known as 
Treaty of Bhairawal was concluded 
on 16 December 1846, by which a 
Council of Regency consisting or 
eight Sardars was formed and 
British troop would slay on till 

Dalip Singh attained majority (at 

the age of sixteen). Sir Henry 
Lawrence was appointed Resident. 


■« 


Treaty of Lahore, 1846: 

Treaty of Lahore was signed on 9 March, 

1846, by which: 

1. Maharaja Dalip Singh was recognized os 
the sovereign of Lahore, 

2. An indemnity of one and half million was 
imposed. 

3 . Jemmu and Kashmir was handed over to 
Gulab Singh in lieu of one crore by a 
separate treaty, 

4. The territory between the Beas and the 
Satbj was annexed by the British, 

5. Both banks of the Satluj went to the 
British. 


---- 


I 
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Second Angio-Sikh War (1848-49): 

The second Anglo-Sikh War was fought in 1848-49 when Lord Dalhousie was the Governor- 
General of India and Maharaja Dalip Singh was the minor ruler of Lahore. The following battles 

were fought between the British and the Sikhs: 

1. Battle of Ramattagar (22 nd Nov. 1848): the British forces under the command of Gough, the 
Commander-in-Chicf crossed the river Ravi and marched towards the right bank of the river Chenab 
where Sikh Forces under Sher Singh Attariwala were encamped. On 22 nd November, a battle was 
fought between the two at Ramanagar in which the British were defeated. 

2. Battle of Chillianwala (13 th Jan. IH49): The British forces under Gough attacked Chillianwala on 
13 th January, The Sikh force under the brilliant command of Sher Singh offered a stout resistance 
and inflicted a crushing defeat on the enemies. It was one of the most disastrous defeats the British 

had suffered since their occupation of India. 
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3. Battle of Multan (22°^ Jan. 1849): The British forces under General Whish succeeded in 

capturing Multan on 22 nd January, Mul Raj, the leader of rebels, surrendered and was ancsted by the 
British authorities. 


4. Battle of Gujrat (2 l sl Feb. 1849): The last battle between the British and the Sikhs was fought at 
Gujrat on the bank of river Chenab. on 21 11 February, 1849. In this battle, the British forces 
commanded by Gough Ibught with the Sikh forces commanded by Chattur Singh & Sher Singh, As 
guns were used in large numbers on the both sides, this battle is often called as “Battle of Guns”. 
This battle proved to be decisive. The British Forces defeated the Sikhs. 

Table 4.18 Battles fought in Second Anclo-Sikh War (1848-49) 


Name uf Baltic 

When 

Where 

Sikh forces led hv 

British 

Motor 





forces led by 
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Battle of 

Ra mn agar 

Battle of 


Chillianwala 
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Battle of Multan 


Battle of Gujrat 
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22™ 1 Nov. 

1848 


—r 




Ramanagar Sher Singh Attariwala 



Sir Gough 


13® Jan. 

1849 

Chillianwala 

Sher Singh Attariwala 

22 Bd Jan. 
1849 

Multan 
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21 11 Feb, 
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Gujrat 

Chattur Singh & Sher 
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Singh Attariwala 


Sir Gough 


General 

Whish 
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Sir Gough 



Forces 
Sikh 
forces 

British 
Forces 


British 



orces 


There was no organized Sikh resistance to the British after the Battle of Gujrat, On 29® March, 
1849 Lord Dalhousic made a proclamation by which Punjab was annexed to the British Empire in 
India and an annual pension was fixed for Maharaja Dalip Singh. 


Thus ended the Punjab as a sovereign state on 5 th April, 1849. The new administrative set up 
included all the territories to the north and south of the Satluj acquired from the Lahore Durbar. The 
boundaries of the new province, entitled ‘the Punjab’, thus spread from Jammu to Sindh. 
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5.1 Foundation of British Administration in Punjab: 

By the Governor-General's proclamation of March, 1849, Punjab became a part of the British 
Empire in India. The machinery of government was set in motion by the appointment of a Board of 
Administration, consisting of a President and two members. The Executive staff was to consist of 
Commissioners, Deputy Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners and Extra Assistant 
Commissioners. The Board was entrusted with plenary authority to control and supervise all 

departments. 

The Armed Police Force, foot and horse, was raised and partially organized for the protection of 
the province and preservation of internal peace. The Civil and Criminal Courts were established. 

In 1853, the Board of Administration was abolished, and in its place Sir John Lawrence was 
appointed the first Chief Commissioner as the head of the local executive administration and with 
the control over the Punjab Frontier Force. A Judicial and a Revenue Commissioners were appointed 
subordinate to him. The Judicial Commissioner was also the head of the police. He also supervised 
educational bodies and superintended the control of local and municipal funds. 















Foundation of British Administration in Punjab 


5.2 The Punjab - A Lieutenant Governor's Province; 

At the commencement of 1859, the Punjab, together with the Delhi territory, was placed under a 
separate Lieutenant Governor, Sir John Lawrence was the first to hold the office and was succeeded 
by Sir Robert Montgomery. 

* 

Following territories were included under the administration of the Lieutenant Governor of 

Punjab; 

1„ The Punjab, west of the River Beas (which was annexed in 1849), 

2. The Jalandhar Doab and hilt district of Kangra (which was annexed in 1846) and 

3. The area east of the River Satluj (popularly known as the cis-Satluj States) including; 

the possessions of Maharaja Dalip Singh (which was annexed in 1845), 


States lapsed on the death of (he Chiefs 

without heirs or confiscated under the 


British administration 


due 


to 


the 


misconduct of (heir Chiefs and 


The hill district of Shimta (which was 
annexed after the Gorkha War in 1814-16) 


Do You Know 

The first railway tine In the Punjab was 
commenced on 8 February 1859 from 
Amritsar to Multan. 

In 1862, the Penal Code was introduced in 

Punjab . 


In 1865, Sir Robert Montgomery resigned the Lieutenant-Governorship of the province and was 
succeeded by Sir Donald Mclcod. In the same year the office of the Judicial Commissioner was 
abolished and a Chief Court, consisting of Commissioner of the Punjab was appointed and Mr. E. 
Princcp was the first to hold that office. 
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5,3 Socio Religious Reform Movements: 

5 . 3.1 Introduction: 

In Punjab, the process of Socio - religious movements started after the annexation of Punjab in 
1849. Some of such movements came from outside whereas some other emerged in Punjab only. 
The first among those movements was the Brahmo Samaj founded in 1828 by Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy, which travelled from Bengal to Punjab. The first branch of the Brahmo Samaj in Punjab was 
opened at Lahore in 1864. 

The other such movement was the Arya Samaj, founded in 1875 by Dayanand Saraswati, which 
travelled from Bombay to Punjab. The first branch of the Arya Samaj was opened in Punjab at 
Lahore in the same year. 

Many other movements like the Dev Samaj, the Sana tan Dharam Sabha, Wahabi Movement 
travelled Punjab from outside. But, among the Sikhs, the most significant social reform movement 
was the Singh Sabha. Before the emergence of Singh Sabha movement, attempts were made by the 
Nirankaris, Namdharis and Radha Soamis to reform the Sikhs Society in Punjab. 

5.3.2 NirnnRari Movement: 

The Nirankari movement was founded by Baba Dayal, a bullion merchant of Peshawar in the middle 
of !9 lh century, aiming to restore the purity of Sikh belief and custom. He reemphasized the Sikh 
belief in Nirankar - the Formless one. From this the movement came to be known as the Nirankari 
movement. He condemned idol worship, going on pilgrimages and performing Brahman Seal ritual. 
He coined the phrase: 

Dhan Nirankar (Praise be to the Formless Creator) 

Deh Dhari Sab Khwar ( Worship of mortals is of no avail) 

He founded the Nirankari Darbar at Rawalpindi in 1851, on the banks of stream Layee, was 
named after him as Dayalsar, 

Baba Dayal was succeeded by his eldest son. Baba Darbara Singh. He built new centres (Biras) 

and issued hukamnama to standardize the rituals connected with birth, engagement, marriage and 
death, based on ttie Guru Granlh Sahib. 

Baba Barbara Singh was succeeded by his brother Rattan Singh, and Rattan Singh by his son 
Gurdit Singh and then Gurdit Singh by his son Hara Singh. 

Due to the partition of Punjab in 1947, the Nirankari Darbar had to be shifted from Rawalpindi 
first to Amritsar and then, to Chandigarh. 

The Nirankaris have always considered themselves to be Sikhs and not a separate seat. But they 
do not subscribe to the orthodox Sikh's view that Adi Granth was the last and only eternal Guru for 
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all Sikhs. They believe, along with the Gum Granlh Sahib, in the existence of a living teacher and a 
guide. At the lime of Ardas (prayer), they do not invoke the blessings of Bhagoti, but use the word 
‘Ninmkari’ instead of it. They also disapprove of the militant Khalsa. 

They insist on complete and explicit reliance on ‘the Will of God’ (Nirankar). They read Gurbani 

and Shabad on the occasions of birth, marriages and deaths. They are very much opposed to the 
show of dowry. 

The Nirankari movement, as such, took the lead in reforms among the Sikhs and could rightly be 
claimed as a harbinger of Sikh renaissance. 


5.3.3 Rndha Soami Movement: 

The Radha Soami movement was founded by a Hindu banker, Shiv Dayal of Agra, in i9 ,h Century. 
He described God as the union between Radha (symbolizing the soul) and ‘Soami* (the Master), 
hence himself as a worshipper of Radha Soami. He became the first Guru of this seat. He was highly 
influenced by the teachings of Adi Granth. He propounded a doctrine which contained elements of 

both Hinduism and Sikhism, His teachings eventually attracted disciples from across India and by 
the time ol his death in 1878, he had several thousands of followers. 

After the death of Shiv Dayal, the Radha Soamis split into two centres. The main centre was at 
Agra and a new branch was started by Jaimal Singh, disciple of Shiv Dayal, on the bank of River 
Bcas. This Beas Centre was independent of the Agra centre and a succession of Gurus after the death 
of Jaimal Singh. Jaimal Singh was succeeded by his disciple, Sawan Singh Grewal. Sawan Singh 
was succeeded by Jagat Singh and Jagat Singh nominated Charan Singh as his successor. 

Radha So a mis do not subscribe to the orthodox Sikhism. They believe in a living Guru. They 
greet each other with the words ‘Radha Soami’. The temples of Radha Soamis do not have the 
Granth Sahib. They have no kittan because they believe that music diverts people’s minds from the 
meaning of the hymns to the simple enjoyment of sounds, 

Radha Soami teachings center upon a type of meditation practice known as Surat Shabd 
Yoga. Shabd is referring to a spiritual current which can be perceived in meditation as inner light 
and sound. Yoga is referring to the uniting of our real essence (soul) through an inner listening with 
focused mental concentration (Surat) upon an inner sound (shabd) which it is maintained emanates 
from Radhasoami, the Supreme Being. It is therefore taught as the unchanging and primordial 
technique for uniting the soul with the Supreme Being via the power of Shabd. 

Following the practice of meditation under the guidance of a spiritual teacher who is himself in 
contact with Shabd, is considered of paramount importance. 

Pre-requisites for successful achievement of the meditation practice are a lacto-vegetarian diet, 
abstaining from drugs and alcohol and maintaining a pure and moral lifestyle. 
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5.3.4 Nnmdhari or Kuka Movement: 

The Namdhari movement was founded by Biiba Balak Singh (1797-1862), pious and saintly man. He 
was a devout follower of Bhagat Jawahar Mai, who preached the virtues of poverty and denounced 
the rich as Godless. Baba Balak Singh was a resident of village Hazro of the north-western frontier 
region of Punjab. 

Like his master, Baba Balak Singh exhorted his followers to returns to the simple religious 
message of the Gums. He taught a strict doctrine of salvation through meditation of the nam (the 
Divine Name). Before his death. Baba Balak Singh referred to his followers as Jagiasis, but their 
modem descendants prefer the title ‘Namdhari’ (adherents of Divine Name). 

He enjoined upon his followers to celebrate marriage according to Anand Ceremony and not 
spend much on this occasion, to desist from giving dowry, not to eat meat or take intoxicants, not to 
beg their livelihood and to live a pure and morally up righteous life. 

At his death, he was succeeded by one of his three most prominent disciples, Baba Ram Singh, 
who had fallen under his spell while serving as a soldier in the army of Ranjit Singh’s successors. 

Baba Ram Singh was resident of Bhaini village in Ludhiana district. He transferred the 
headquarters of Namdharis from Hazro to his village Bhaini in Ludhiana district. He was staunch 
follower of Sikhism and attached special importance to the administration of the riles of Khalsa 
Pahul. He reorganized the Namdharis into a well-knit independent organization. He issued 
hukumnamas to his followers which embraced ethical, personal, social, hygienic and political 
matters: 

Ethical: Do not lie, steal or commit adultery. 

Personal: Do not imbibe tobacco, alcohol or meat. 

Social: Do not destroy or trade in female children. 

Do not give girls under sixteen in marriage, 

Do not give or take dowries. 

Do not lend or borrow money on interest, 

Do not castrate bulls. 

Protect cows and other animals from slaughter. 

Hygienic: Rise before dawn and bathe every day. 

Political: Do not accept service with government. 

Do not send children to Government schools, 

Do not go to courts of law but settle disputes through panchayats. 

Do not use foreign goods, 

Do not use government postal service. 
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He was against idol-worship. His followers tied Sidhi Pag (straight turban) and kept white 
woolen rosary. Like him, his followers chanted hymns into a state of frenzy and emitted loud shrieks 
(Kuks), hence the name Kukas. Baba Ram Singh was an ardent protector of the cow. His zeal for 
protecting the cow Jed to an attack on a slaughter house at Amritsar in 1870. Four of the butchers 
were murdered and three seriously wounded. Another such incident took place on 15 July 1871 at 
Raikot in Ludhiana district, killing three and injuring nine persons. 

On 11 January 1872, hundreds of Kuka met at Bhaini to celebrate the Lohri festival and Baba 
Ram Singh told his followers to observe peace. But some of the Kukas planned to murder the 
butchers of Malerkotla ignoring the advice of Baba Ram Singh. On their way to Malerkotla, they 
raided the house of Sardar Badhan Singh of Malaudh to gel the aims, where they were counter 
attacked by the men of Sardar. In the fracas that followed, eight policemen and seven Kukas lost 
their lives. 


L. Cowan, the Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana, reached Malerkotla and without trial he blew 
up with guns 66 of the Kukas on January 17. After reaching Malerkotla, Forsyth, Commissioner, 
Ambala Division, got blown up by the same guns the remaining eleven Kukas. 

Keeping Baba Ram Singh in Allahabad Jail for some time he was deposed to Rangoon where he 
died on November 29, 1884. He was succeeded by his brother Baba Hari Singh, who was in turn 
succeeded by his son Baba Pratap Singh. Baba Pratap Singh was succeeded by his son Baba Jagat 
Singh. 


Bhaini in Ludhiana District and Jiwan Nagar near Sirsa in 
Hissar district — are the two main centres of the Namdharis, 
presently. 


Kuka Journals; 

Nawan Hindus ton, Sacha Marg 

and Satyug. 


Summing up, we may say that it was a religious and sociat movement aiming at abolition of child 
marriage, ritual practice of female infanticide, use of intoxicant drugs, early marriage etc. 


5,3.5 Singh Sabha Movement: 

After the annexation of Punjab by British in 1849, the British Government patronized and assisted 
the rapid spread of Christian missionary activities. The Sikhs were being converted to Christians. 
The first such incident occurred was the conversion of Maharaja Dalip Singh in 1853. What really 
shocked the Sikhs was the conversion of four Sikh pupils of Amritsar Mission School - Aya Singh, 
Attar Singh, Sadhu Singh and Santokh Singh. 

Thus, a meeting was convened by Sikh leaders in Amritsar on 30 July 1873 to form an 
association named 'Sri Guru Singh Sabha 1 - to defend the Sikh faith against all kinds of onslaught. 
The first formal meeting took place in front of Aka I Takhl on 1 October 1873, which was attended 
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by priests of different Gurdwaras, giants and other members of Sikh Society. Sardar Thakur Singh 
Sandhawalia was appointed as its Chairman and Giani Gian Singh as Secretary, 

Besides the Sri Gum Singh Sabhn of Amritsar, there were other centres where similar 
associations were being formed. The most important of such was formed at Lahore, 

In November 1879, Singh Sabha at Lahore was formed by Professor Gurmukh Singh and got it 
affiliated to the Singh Sabha of Amritsar. Leaders of this Sabha were a group of educated and 
energetic men of middle class. 

In April 1880, Singh Sabha of Amritsar was made as central body and renamed as Khalsa Diwan, 
Amritsar. 

The objectives of these associations were: 

1. to propagate the true Sikh religion and restore Sikhism to its pristine glory 

2. to edit, publish and circulate historical and religious books 

3. to promote the study of modem knowledge through the medium of Punjabi and for this purpose 
to start magazines and newspapers in Punjabi. 

But ideological differences soon arose between both the associations on the issue whether 
Sikhism is a part of Hinduism or a distinct, independent faith. Those who toed the latter line of 
thinking set up a separate Khalsa Diwan, Lahore in 1886. This organization was led by Professor 
Gurmukh Singh and Bhai Ditl Singh. A lot of literature was published in support of the view of this 

association. 


Due to the rapid expansion of the Ary a Saniaj and the anti-Sikh bias of many of its leaders, the 
two Singh Sabhas again joined hands and doubled their efforts to start a collage of their own & the 
foundation of the Khalsa collage was laid at Amritsar in 1892. 

After the death of Professor Gurmukh Singh in 1898 and Bhai Dit Singh in 1901, the Lahore 

Diwan could not survive and its place was taken by the Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. 

The first meeting of the Chief Khalsa Diwan was held in the Malvai Bunga attached to the 

Golden Temple on 30 October 1902. The inaugural prayer was offered by Babu Tcja Singh of 
Bhadaur. Bhai Aijan Singh of Bagrian was elected as its first President and Sardar Sunder Singh 


Majithia as its first Secretary. The membership was open to all amritdhari Sikhs, The Chief Khalsa 
Diwan adopted all the aims and programmes of old Khalsa Diwan. 


The main achievements or this movement were following: 

1. The conversion of many persons including a Muslim family of six into Sikh through the efforts 
of the Bhasaur Singh Sabha. 

2. The passage of Anand Marriage Act, 1909, legalizing the Sikh form of marriage. 

3. Foundation of Sikh Educational Society in 1908. 
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4. Removal of idols from the compound of Darbar Sahib, Amritsar in 1905. 

I™ 

5. The preparation, of a common code of conduct for the Sikhs in 1916. 

Thus, the main motivation of the Singh Sabha Movement was search for Sikh identity and self- 
assertion. 

The other most important aspects of the Singh Sabha Movement were educational and literary 


Klialsa schools were opened for general education and the 
teaching of Gurmukhi and the Sikh Scriptures was made 


Anjuman-I-Punjab 
was founded fn 1865 for 


compulsory in these Khalsa Schools. A large number of books, I translation of many important 


magazines, tracts and 


spapers were published both in 


English books into Punjabi. 


English and Gurmukhi to propagate Singh Sabha ideology. Some of them are given below: 

1. Sukabi Subodhani - by Khalsa Diwan Amritsar. 

2. Aka I Prakash - by Khalsa Diwan Amritsar, 

3. Punjab Darpan : by Khalsa Diwan Amritsar 

4. Gurmukhi Akhbar- by Khalsa Diwan Lahore. 

5. Khalsa Prakas - by Khalsa Diwan Lahore. 

6. Sri Gurmat Prakas - by Khalsa Diwan Lahore. 

7. Khalsa Akhbar (weekly) - by Khalsa Diwan Lahore. 

8. 1 lam Hindu Nahin and Guru Sabdaratnakar Mahankosh - by Bhai Kalian Singh, 

9. Gurmat Prabhakar, Gurmat Sudhakar and Encyclopedia of Sikh Literature — by Bhai Djt Singh. 


10. Klialsa in English and Li fe of Guru Gobi rid Singh - by 
Bhagat Lakshman Singh of Rawalpindi. 

11. Dukh Nivaran (Punjabi Magazine) - by Bhai Mohan Singh, 


Khalsa Tract Society, 

Amritsar 

was established by Bhai Kaur 


12. Panth Prakash and Tawarikh Guru Khalsa - by Giani Gian I Singh and Bhai Vir Singh far 


Singh 

For over a decade. Chief Khalsa Diwan enjoyed the greatest 


the purpose of issuing monthly 
tracts on Sikh religion. 


prestige among Sikhs. However, from 1914 onwards, the organization began to lose its hold on the 
Sikhs due to its pro-government policies. By 1914, feeling of discontent among the Sikhs was 
aggravated by the Komagata Maru and Rakab Ganj affairs. The Sikhs, therefore organized a political 
body of their own, called the Sikh League, and held its first session at Amritsar in 1919. They also 
started a paper 'Akali*, at Lahore. This paper had great infiuencc with the common people in 
villages. 
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Komagata Maru 

Komagata Maru was a Japanese steomer, renamed as Guru Nonak Jahaz, 
chartered by Gurdit Singh from Hang Kong in 1914 to take a batch of Indian 
emigrants to Canada. During that period\ the dominated white governments of 
USA and Canada were determined not to allow the flow of Asians. The plight of 
passengers In Hong Kong seeking passage to Canada captured the attention of 
Gurdit Singh, on affluent Sikh businessman. He formed the Guru A lanak 
Navigation Company and chartered Komagata Maru, which sailed from Hong 
Kong on 4 April 1914 and reached Vancouver on 23 May 1914 with 376 tndions 
consisting 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims and 12 Hindus. When the ship docked at 
Vancouver, the passengers were not allowed to land in Canada. Only 22 men 
who could prove their Canadian domicile were allowed to land. Eventually, the 

ship was forced to return to India. On their return, none of the passengers was 
allowed to land Hong Kong or Singapore, where several had their homes. When 
the Komagata reached Budge Budge, near Calcutta on 29 September 1914, it 
was placed under the guard and the passengers were ordered to board a train 
which was to take them to Punjab. The passengers wanted to Stay in Calcutta 
and forming themselves into o procession with the Guru Gronfh Sahib ji at the 
head of it, marched towards the city of Calcutta. The police opened fire, killing 
19 Sikhs and wounding many others. Gurdit Singh and 28 of his companions, 
escaped. The rest were rounded up and senr to the Punjab. 
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The Jalliamvala Bagh massacre on 13 April 1919 radically changed the political as well as 
religious scenario in which Chief Khaisa Diwan became irrelevant The enlightened Sikhs now 
wanted to free their shrines from the corrupt priests. Thus, a new phase of reform began among the 
Sikhs, was Gurdwara Reform Movement or Akali Movement 
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Jallfanwafa Bagh Massacre 

The Jallianwolo Bogh Massacre which gave a deep shock to the people of the 
country took place on 13 April, 1919 ot Jatlianwala Bagh, Amritsar. 

The government decision of arresting Dr Satyapol and Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew 
and banning Mohatama Gandhi's entry into Punjab ted to a general strike in 
Amritsar on 10 April 1919. There wos a protest by crowd of 50000 at the 
residence of the Deputy Commissioner. However, the crowd was stopped and 
fired upon near the railway foot bridge, resulting in death and injury to several 
people. On 12 April, the government /ssuerf on order to prohibit all meetings 
and gatherings. 

On 13 April which marked the Baisckhi Festival, a large number of people 
gathered at Jatlianwala Bogh, Amritsar, in defiance of the official proclamation 
banning such gatherings. Brigadier — General Reginald Dyer along with his 
soldiers went to the site and ordered his men to open fire, without worning or 
ordering the crowd to disperse. The firing continued for about 10 minutes ond 
in oil 1650 rounds were fired, killing over 1000 and many wounded. The 
massacre evoJted sharp criticism doth in England and India , In India, a iarge 
number of people felt that it was an unparollel event f'n /i/story, The protest 
broke out in the country is exemplified by the renunciation of the British 
knighthood by Rabindra Nath Tagore. 

in October 1919, the government on the orders of the Secre tary of State for 
India, announced the formation of Hunter Committee, nomed after the name of 
its chairman Lord Willi am Hunter, to inquire into events in Punjab. Though the 
finot report of the Committee released on 8 March 1920, unanimously 
condemned Dyer's action, but it did not impose any penal or disciplinary action. 

The monument, befittingly named 'the Flame of Liberty', was inaugurated 
on 13 April, 1961. The central 30 ft high pylon, a four sided tapering structure of 
red stone standing in midst of a shallow tank, is built with 300 slabs with 
Ashoko Chakra carved on them. A stone lantern stands ot each corner of the 
tank. On all four sides of the pylon the words "In Memory of Martyrs, 13 April 
1919* hos been inscribed. 
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Ghadar Movement 

The Ghadar Movement was a movement of patriotic, democratic and 
enlightened Indians living abroad, working for the emancipation of India from 
the dutches of British colonialism. 

The people from Punjab mostly small farmers, ex-soldiers and artisans 
started migrating in the early 20th century. They first went to East Asian 
countries and then fo Canada and United States in first decade of the twentieth 

century. The Canadian government started harassing the Indians already there 
and tightened the measures against the entry of Indians into Canada. In order 
to fight the unjust laws of immigration, the Indian immigrants organized 
themselves and published some pamphlets fo create notional owakening 
among fellow Indians. 

In 1912, Hindustani Association of Pacific Coast was formed with Bobo 
Sohon Singh Bhokna as its President. The Association started a weekly, 
Hindustan, in Urdu language. In May 1913, a Ghadar Ashram {also known os 
Yugontar Ashram) was opened. The Association formed a Ghadar Party with its 
headquarters at San Francisco and with various branches in US and Canada , 

The party published a weekly called 'Chador* in Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi and in 

other languages of India, with Lola Hardyal as its Chief Editor. The main aim of 
the party was fo wage a war ogainst the British Raj. The ' Ghadar' weekly 
carried the wards "Enemy of the British Government" under its masthead on 
the front page. The British government tried fo stop the circulation of the 
paper, but failed. Thousands of copies were circulated among Indian settlers in 

Canada, Japan, Hong Kong, China, Singapore, Honduras and other countries. 
The members of the party olso started training in the use of weapons and 

making of bombs. 

The Komagata Maru Incident added fuel to the fire. Meanwhile the First 
World War broke out in July 1914. Thus the leading members of the party 
decided to come to India to carry armed revolution against the British Raj, 
Many Indian Ghadar men entered Indio and established their headquarters at 
Amritsar, later shifted fo Lahore. The party established a new press and 
published small pamphlets in Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi. The party also produced 
their own flag having red, yellow and green colours. To suppress the movement, 
the police arrested the Ghadar revolutionaries all over the Punjab . They were 
tried by the Special Tribunal in batches in Lahore Conspiracy cases. 

By the mid of 1915, the Ghadar movement wos subdued by the British 

troops. The party workers also went fo Iran and Iraq to instigate Indian troops 

ogainst the British, in Iron, the party was able to raise an Indian Independence 
Army. But not much help came from other countries. 

The Ghadar movement was by for the most serious orrempr fo subvert 

British Raj in India. 
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5.3.6 Gurdwam Reform Movement (Akali Movement): 

Introduction: 

Gurdwam Reform Movement, also known as Akali Movement, was a long-drawn campaign of the 

Sikhs for the liberation of their shrines or Gurdwaros from the priests (mahants) who had asserted 
property rights over Gurdwaras. At that time there were no rules lor the administration of the 
Gurdwams nor were qualifications prescribed for their caretakers. These Gurdwaras were looked 
after by Udasis. who were as much Hindu as they were Sikh. These priests were under the protection 
of the British Government, The priests drank and gambled like publican. They robbed and bullied 
the shrines and dishonoured the women and children. They introduced ceremonies which were 

against the teachings of Sikhism. Under the patronage of British Government, the lands and 
properties attached to the Gurdwaras were entered against the names of these priests (malianls). The 
Sikhs claimed dial the Gurdwaras were public property and the public had a right to remove its 
agents, the Mahants, when they did not confirm to the wishes of the people. But the government 
regarded the mahants as legal owners of the Gurdwaras. 

The people, who agitated against such persons, were suppressed by the Government. The result 
was the Akali Movement or Gurdwara Reform Movement in which Sikhs had to face imprisonment, 
suffer atrocity and death. 

The British Government eventually came under popular pressure and set up a committee 
consisting of 36 Sikhs, at the instance of Maharaja Bhupindra Singh of Patiala, to manage the 
Harimandir Sahib. But it was not accepted by the A kalis and they made a proclamation on 15 

November 1920 from the Akal Takhl, Amritsar forming a Committee of 175. including the 36 

official nominees, designating it Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee (SGPC), for the 
management of all Sikh shrines. The first session oT the Committee held at the Akal Takhl on 12 
December 1920. Sunder Singh Majithia, Harbans Singh of Attari and Bhai Jodh Singh were elected 
President, Vice-President and Secretary' respectively. The work of the reform of the Gurdwaras was 
entrusted to this Committee. However, the transition of reform was not so smooth where the priests 
were strongly entrenched or where the government actively helped (hem to resist mass pressure. The 
priests of Amritsar, Tam Taran and Nankana Sahib openly used violence against the unarmed and 
non-violent Akal is and a band oT more than one hundred Sikhs were brutally kilted by the Mahant of 
Nankana Sahib in open day light. The Akalis were committed to non-violence. None of them 

resisted the murderers, 

Nankana Sahib Massacre: 

Nankana Sahib, the birth place of Guru Nanak Dev ji, was the scene of violence on a much larger 
scale during the Gurdwara Reform Movement, in which a peaceful jatha of 150 Akalis including 
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Bhai Lacchman Singh and Bhai Dal ip Singh, was subjected to a murderous assault on 20 February 

1921, by Narain Das (the wealthiest of Mahams) and his private army. 

The news of Nankana Holocaust shocked the country. Narain Das was arrested and the 
possession of the Gurdwara was made over by government 1o a committee of seven Sikhs. 

The Akalis had also to wage peaceful protest, courting arrest and suffering much persecution, to 
get back the keys of Golden Temple from the Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar on 19 January 1922 
(who earlier took over the keys from Manager of Golden Temple in 1921). 

Guru ka Bagh Martha: 

Guru ka Bagh Morelia was one of the major campaigns of Akalis for reformation of the Sikh shrines. 
Guru ka Bagh, in Ghukkevali village, Tehsit Ajnala in Amritsar district, has two historic Gurdwarns 
close to each other, had been erected to commemorate the visit of two Gurus. The Gurdwara 

commemorating the visit of GuruTegh Bahadur ji is laid out on the site of a bagh (garden) adjacent 

to the Gurdwara commemorating the visit of Guru Arjan Dev ji. 

Sunder Das Udasi was the Mahant of Guru ka Bagh, who objected the Sikhs for cutting down 
timber from the land of garden for firewood to be used in the Gum ka Langar. The police, willing to 
oblige the Mahant, arrested the Akalis on 9 August 1922 and charged them with criminal trespass. 
This sparked off the agitation and the Sikhs voluntarily started to chop firewood from the grove of 
trees on the land of Guru ka Bagh and court arrest if prevented from doing so. The police started 
arresting and beating mercilessly thejathas of black turbaned Akalis, until they fell to the ground. 

However, Sir Edward Maclagan, the Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, visited Guru ka Bagh on 13 
September 1922 and ordered the beatings to stop. The police was also ordered to retire from the 
scene. By then 5605 Sikhs had been arrested and many were hospitalized. At last, in November 

1922, the Sikhs look the possession of Guru ka Bagh along with the garden land. Later, in 1923, the 
prisoners were also released on the orders of Punjab government. 

Jaito Morcha: 

Jaito Morcha was the another A kali more ha for the restoration to his throne of Maharaja Ripudaman 
Sing of Nabha, as he had strong pro-Akali sympathies and had overtly supported the Guru ka Bagh 
Morcha. 

9 

On 9 July 1923, he was forced to abdicate in favour of his minor son, Pratap Singh. Akalis 
condemned this act of British and decided to cany a peaceful campaign to have Maharaja 
Rupudaman Singh reinstalled on the throne of Nabha. 29 July 1923 was observed as a day of prayer 

in his behalf in all the principal towns of Punjab. 
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SGPC passed a resolution 
exhorting the Sikhs lo observe 9 
September 1923 as ‘Nabha Day', A 

non-stop recitation of the Guru 
Granlh Sahib (akhand path) was 
organized at Gurdwara Gangsar at 
Jaito in the State of Nabha, which 
was interrupted by police, batches 
of passive resisters began arriving 
every day at Jaito to assert their right 
to freedom of worship. The SGPC 
and (he A kali Dal were declared 
unlawful associations by the 
government and Akali jathas were 

taken into custody and beaten by 
police. On 21 February, one such 
jatha of 500 Akalis arrived at Jaito 
and on refusing to stop it was fired 
upon killing 19 and injuring 29. The 

firing on the peaceful jatha of Akalis 
caused resentment throughout the 
country. 

However, after the passage of the 
Sikh Gurdwara Act, 1925, the 
government allowed that the bands 

of pilgrims could proceed for 

religious worship to Gurdwara 
Gangsar at Jaito and most of the 

Akali prisoners arrested during the 
agitation were released. 
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Sikh Gurdwara Act, 1925 and SGPC 
Sikh Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee 
(SGPC) formed on 15 November 1920 
consisting of 175 members was declared as 
unlawful association on 12 October 1923 
and all their top leaders were arrested 
during the Jaito Morcha, However, the 
agitation continued. 

Ultimately, the government relented 
and recognized the exclusive right of the 
Sikhs to manage their own religious shrines. 
Sikh Gurdwara Act, 1925 wos passed by the 
provincial legislative assembly on 9 July 
1925 and implemented from 1 November 
1925. Under which, a Board, renamed Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee (SGPC), 
was created to provide for better 
administration of certain Sikh Gurdwaras. 

This covered Gurdwaras listed in 
Schedules l and II annexed to the Act, 
located within the then province of Punjab . 
Later after the merger of the Patiala and 
East Punjab States Union (PEPSU) with the 
Punjab in 1956, Gurdwaras falling therein 
were also included in the respective 
schedules vide the amending Act i of 1959, 
white Gurdwaras lying in parts separated 
under the Reorganization det of 196$ 
continued to remain under SGPCs 
jurisdiction. The Committee's control over 
Gurdwaras in Pakistan of course lapsed on 
15 August, 1947. 

The present composition of the 

Committee is 140 elected members, five 
head ministers and 15 co-opted members. 
Twenty seats are reserved for Scheduled 
Castes Sikhs. The tenure of the committee is 
5 years or until the composition of new 
committee. However, the tenure of the 

executive is only one year. 
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5.3.7 Babbar Akali Movement: 

Babbar Akali Movement was a radical outgrowth of the Akali movement for the reform or Sikh 

places of worship during the early I920‘s. The latter aiming to have the shrines released from the 
controt of priests who had become lax over the generations was peaceful in its character and 

strategy. In the course of the prolonged campaign. Akalis true to their vows patiently suffered 

physical injury and violence at (he hands of the priests as well as of government authority. The 
incidents at Tam Taran (January 1921) and Nankana Sahib (February 1921) in which many Sikhs 
lost their lives led to the emergence of a group which rejected non-violence and adopted, violence as 
a creed. The members of this secret group called themselves Babbar Akalis, Babbar meaning lion. 
Their targets were the British officers and their Indian, informers. They were strongly attached to 

their Sikh faith and shared an intense patriotic fervour. 

Radicals of this movement were led by Master Mota Singh and Kishan Singh Gargajj, a retired 
havaldar major of the Indian army. They held a secret meeting and made up a plan to avenge 
themselves upon those responsible for the killings at Nankana Sahib. Among those on their list were 
J.W. Bowring, the superintendent of police in the Intelligence department and CM. King, the 

commissioner. However, those assigned to the task fell into the police net. Arrest warrants were 
issued against Master Mota Singh and Kishan Singh as well, but both of them went underground. 

In November 1921, Kishan Singh formed a secret organization called Chakravarti Jatha and 
started working among the peasantry and soldiers inciting them against the foreign rulers. While 
Kishan Singh and his band carried on their campaign in Jalandhar district with frequent incursions 
into the villages of Ambala and Kapurthala state. Karam Singh of Daulatpur organized a band of 
extremist Sikhs in Hoshiarpur on similar lines. 

Towards the end of August 1922, the two Chakravarti Jathas resolved to merge together and 
rename their organization Babbar Akali Jatha. A cyclostyled news sheet called the Babbar Akali 
Doaba had already been launched. They worked to find sympathizers especially among soldiers 
serving in the army and students. 

The Babbar Akali Jatha had its own code. Persons with family encumbrances were advised not to 
join as full members, but to help only as sympathizers. The members were to recite ‘Gufbani* 
regularly. They were not to indulge in personal vendetta against anyone. Likewise, they must not 
molest any woman nor steal any cash or goods other than those expressly permitted by the group. 
The total strength of the Jatha scarcely exceeded two hundred: the exact number was not known 
even to its members. 

The outer circle of the Jatha consisted of sympathizers who helped the active members with food 
and shelter. Some ran errands for the leaders carrying messages from one place to another; others 
arranged divans in advance for itinerant speakers and distributed Babbar Akali leaflets. In order to 
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evade the police and keep their activities secret, the Babbar Akali Jatha also evolved a secret code. 
The movement was very active from mid 1922 to the end of 1923. Several government officials and 
supporters were singled out and killed. Encounters with the police took place during which some 
rare feats of daring and self sacrifice were performed by the Babbar Akalis. 

The government acted with firmness and alacrity. In April 1923, the Babbar Akali Jatha was 
declared an unlawful association under the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 190S. Units of cavalry 
and infantry were stationed at strategic points in the sensitive areas, with magistrates on duty with 
them. A joint force of military and special police was created to seize Babbars sheltering themselves 
in the Siwalik hills. A punitive police post tax was levied and disciplinary' action was taken against 
civil and military pensioners sympathizing with the Babbar Akalis. 

These measures helped in curbing the movement. The arrests and deaths in police encounters of 
its members depleted the Jaiha’s ranks. The movement virtually came to an end when Varyam Singh 
Dhugga was run down by the police in Lyallpur district in June 1924. 

The trial of the arrested Babbar Akalis had already begun inside Lahore Central Jail on 15 
August 1923, 62 persons were challenged originally and the names of 36 more were added in 

January 1924, 

The judgment was delivered in February 1925, six including Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargajj were 
given the death penalty. 

The Babbars were hanged in 1926, They were Kishan Singh Gargajj, Babu Santa Singh, Dalip 
Singh Dhamian, Karam Singh Manko, Nand Singh Ghurial and Dharam Singh Hayatpur. The 
Babbar Akali Jatha ceased to exist but it had left a permanent mark on the history of the Sikhs and of 
the nationalist movement in India. 

5.3.8 Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal: 

Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal was an organization of the people of the Punjab Princely states 
established in 1928 to work for securing to them civil liberties and political rights. The initiative for 
the establishment of the Mandal came from the Akali workers belonging to these stales. 

The formation of the Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal was formally announced at public conference 
called at Mansa, in Patiala Slate, on 17 July 1928, Seva Singh Thikrivala, an Akali leader was 
elected President and Bhagwan Singh Longowalia as General Secretary. Soon afierwards, the 
membership of the Mandal was opened to all adult inhabitants of the Punjab States without any 
distinctions whatever. The scope of the Praja Mandal's activities was extended lo include all 
princely states in the Punjab, Kashmir and Shimla-hill regions. 

The following were the main objectives of Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal w'erc: 

I, The protection of the rights and liberties of the people. 
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2. The selling up of representative institutions in the states and 

3. The amel ioration of the conditions of the peasants. 

The rulers of the princely states were intolerant of any criticism of or opposition to their 
administration. Moreover, they enjoyed the full protection and support of the British government. 
The launching of a popular movement against them was thus not an easy task. At first the activities 
of the Praja Mandal remained confined to four of the Sikh states of Patiala, Nabha, Jind and 
Faridkot, in particular against Maharaja Bhupindra Singh of Patiala. 

Masiar Tara Singh opened a relentless campaign against the Patiala ruler. The Praja Mandal 
intensified its own agitation. Faced with two-fold challenge, the Maharaja relented and ordered the 
release of Seva Singh Thikriwala along with other Akali prisoners. After his release, Seva Singh 


threw himself zealously into the Praja Mandal movement. 

On 27 December 1929, the first regular session of Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal was convened at 
Lahore, It adopted a resolution strongly condemning the maladministration of Maharaja Bhupindra 
Singh. It started a more ha in Jind state against the enhancement of land revenue and against beggar 
(forced free labour). In Malerkotla stale, a document entitled Malerkotla Indictment was prepared 
faulting the ruler as well as the state administration. In Kapurthala state, the Praja Mandat demanded 
the abolition of oppressive taxes and the establishment of responsible government. 

On 11 October 1930, the second regular session of Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal was convened at 

Ludhiana. Seva Singh castigated the Patiala Chief for his misrule and demanded his deposition. Seva 

Singh was arrested and sentenced to len years’ rigorous imprisonment, but was released after few 
months. 


Tn July 1931, (he third regular session of Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal was convened at Shimla. Its 
main demand was the deposition of Maharaja Bhupindra Singh. 

To counteract the Praja Mandal, the Patiala government banned all political activities in the state. 
Seva Singh was rearrested in 1933 and he died in the Patiala jail in 1933, His death marked the end 
of an important phase in the history of Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal. With the formation of PEPSU on 
15 July 1948, the Princely regimes ended and the Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandal lapsed. 
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5,4 Pranam Shaheedan Nn: 

5.4.1 Shnhccd Bhagat Singh: 

In Punjab, Sardar Bhagai Singh was the symbol or young revolutionaries. He was bom on 27 
September 1907 in Sandhu Jat family at Banga, Layallpur district (now in Pakistan). His father, 
Sardar Kishan Singh, was a supporter of the Ghadar Movement. 

After passing his matriculation examination from the Dayanand Anglo-Vcdtc School in Lahore, 
he did his intermediate from the newly established National College at Lahore. Madan Lai Dhingra 
and Kartar Singh Sarabha inspired him. He had also not forgotten the terrible incident committed by 
the British at the Jallianwala Bagh. 

Failing his parents planning to get him married, he went to Kanpur in 1924 where he look up a 
job in the Pratap Press. Here he met Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi, B.K. Dull. Chandra Shekhar Azad 
and Sachindranath Sanyal and became an active member of Hindustan Republican Association 
(HRA) formed by Ramprasad Bismil, Jogcsh Chattcrjee and Sachindanath Sanyal. 

However, he came hack to Lahore in 1925 when Jaito Morelia was on. A warrant for the arrest of 
Bhagat Singh was issued because he had welcomed to one of the Jathas. But he managed to elude 
the Police and spent some months under the assumed name of Batwanl Singh in Delhi where he 
worked in a daily paper ‘Vir Arjun’ 

Then he returned to Lahore and joined Kirti Kisan Party of Sohan Singh Josh and Santokh Singh 
and he contributed a lot to its magazine ‘the Kirti*. In March 1926, he formed the Punjab Nau Jawan 
Sabha with himself as its secretary. 

After the arrest and trial of large number of revolutionaries of northern India in Kakori 
Conspiracy Case, the HRA needed to be reorganized. Thus all the younger revolutionaries of North 
India such as Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, B.K. Sinha, Shiv Venma etc. met at Delhi in September, 1928 
and adopted Socialism as their official goal and changed the name of the party to the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 

At this time, a procession was organized under the leadership of Lala Lajpat Rai to register its 
protest against the all - white Simon Commission. The brutal attack of police by lathis on Lala 
Lajpat Rai during the procession resulted in his death on 17 lh November 1928. Greatly enraged at 
this tragedy, Bhagai Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad and Rajgurn assassinated Saunders, an Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, though the real target was Mr Scott (the Superintendent or Police), 

After remaining quiet for some months, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt threw two harmless bombs 
in the Central Legislative Assembly on 8' 1 ' April 1929 against the passage of the Public Safety Bill 
and the Trade Disputes Bill which were being debated for reduction in civil liberties of citizens. 
They threw the leaflet into the Assembly hall explaining their intent of making ‘the deaf hear 1 . They 
made no attempt to escape and were taken into custody on the spot. 
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Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dull were tried in ihc Assembly 
Bomb Case. They found guilty and sentenced to transportation 
for life. Bhagat Singh was sent to Mianwali Central Jail, where 
he and other prisoners launched a hunger strike on 15 June 
1929, advocating for the rights of prisoners and undertrials. 
Shortly after the trial in Assembly Bomb case, the British 

came to know of his involvement in the murder of Saunders. 


Slogans shouted by them 

in the court: 

Inquilab Zindabod... 

Down, Down with Imperialism 
Long Live the Proletariat... 
Sarfaroshi ki T amanno„, 

Mera Rangde Basanti Chola.., 



Thus, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were tried in a series of famous conspiracy cases and 
were sentenced to be hanged. The sentence was carried out on 23 March, 1931, Later the half-burnt 
bodies of these martyrs were thrown into the River Satluj by the Government. He is commemorated 

with a large bronze statue in the Parliament of India. 


5.4.2 Shaheed Sukhdev: 

An Indian freedom fighter was bom on 15 May 1907 at Nau Ghara, Ludhiana. The name of his 
father was Ram La) Thapar and mother's Ralli Devi. Sukhdev rose to fame along with comrades 
Bhagat Singh and Rajguru. Together, the trio shook the foundations oTlhe British Empire. 

Sukhdev Thapar was a famous Indian revolutionary who played a major role in the India's 
struggle for independence. Sukhdev was an active member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association, being one of the senior most leaders. He is known to have started study circles at 
National College (Lahore) in order to delve into India’s past as well as to scrutinize the finer aspects 
of the world revolutionary literature and Russian Revolution. Sukhdev was deeply impressed by 
Pandit Ram Prasad Bismil, and Chandra Shekhar Azad. 

He along with Bhagat Singh, Comrade Ram Chandra and Bhagwati Charm Vohra started 
Naujavvan Bharat Sabin at Lahore. The main aims of this organization were to activate youth for 
freedom struggle, inculcate a rational scientific attitude, fight communalism and end the practice of 

untouchability. Sukhdev also participated in the 1929 Prison hunger strike to protest against the 

inhuman treatment meted out (0 the inmates. 

He is best known as an accomplice of Bhagat Singh and Shivaram Rajguru in the killing of a 
British police officer in 1928 in order to take revenge for the death of veteran leader Lab Lajpat Rai 

P 

due to excessive police beating. All three were hanged in Lahore Central Jail on March 23, 1931 in 
the evening against all norms of hanging, The dead bodies were secretly taken away by breaking the 
back walls of jail and were secretly burnt on the banks of River Satluj, Later the half-burnt bodies of 
these martyrs were thrown into the River Satluj. 
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5.4.3 Shnhecd Kajj’iiru: 

Shivaram Hari Rajgum was an Indian revolution from Maharashtra. He was bom on 24 August 1908 
at Kited, now known as Rajgurunagar near Pune, Maharashtra, 

He was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). He was a learned 
scholar in various Indian scriptures. He was a sharp accurate shooter and was regarded as the 

gunman of HSRA . 

He became a colleague of Bhagat Singh and Sttkhdev and look part in the murder of J.P. 
Saunders {Assistant Superintendent of Police) at Lahore in 1928. The reason behind the murder of 
Saunders was to revenge the death of Lala Lajpat Rai due to the brutal attack of police by lathis 
during the procession against the Simon Commission. 

Rajgum along with Bhagal Singh and Sukhdev were tried in the murder of Saunders and were 
sentenced to be banged. The sentence was carried out on 23 March 1931. Their bodies were 
cremated at Hussainivala (now in Ferozepur district) by police and the half burnt bodies were thrown 
into the River Satluj. However, the next day, their comrades collected the bodily remains from the 
cremation site and a procession was taken out in Lahore. 


5.4.4 Shahccd Udham Singh: 

An Indian revolutionary, was bom Sher Singh on 26 December 1899 at Sunam. His father, Tahal 
Singh was an employee in the railways. He lost his parents before he was seven years. Sher Singh 
and his elder brother Mukta Singh were admitted to the Central Khalsa Orphanage at Amritsar in 
1907, where he received a new name Udham Singh. 

After passing his matriculation examination in 1918, he left the orphanage. He was witness to the 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, which led him on the path of revolution. Deeply influenced by the 
activities of Bhagat Singh and other revolutionaries, he came into contact with Ghadar Party. He 
went to United States of America and learnt militant activities. In 1927, he relumed 10 India and 
brought with him some revolvers and ammunition. Soon after, he was arrested by the police in 
Amritsar, and sentenced to four years imprisonment. Upon his release in 1931, lie returned to his 
native Sunam, where Ire was harassed by local police, Then, he once again relumed to Amritsar, 
where he started a shop of signboard painter, assuming the name of'Ram Muhammad Singh Azad’, 
a name which uses names associated with three of the religions of India: Hinduism, 
Islam and Sikhism. *Ram’ is God’s name in Hinduism; ’Mohammad’ is the name of the Muslim 

Prophet; ‘Singh’ is the name given to all baptized Sikh males and ‘Azad’ meaning free or 
independent. 

In 1934, Udham Singh went to London and planned to avenge the Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy. On 
13 March 1940, he assassinated Sir Michael O' Dwyer (who was Governor of Punjab when the 
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Jallianwala Ragh Massacre had taken place) in Caxton Halt, London. Udham Singh did not attempt 
to escape and was arrested on the spot. 

He was tried in the murder of Michael O* Dwyer and was sentenced to be hanged. While 
awaiting the trial in prison, he went on a 42 - day hunger strike and had to be forcibly fed. He was 
hanged on 1940 at Pcntonville Prison and buried within the prison grounds. 

During his trial, he made a request that his ashes be sent back to his country, but this was not 
allowed. However, at the instance of Government of Punjab, the Government of India finally 
succeeded in bringing his ashes home in 1975. 

A museum dedicated to Udham Singh is located in Amritsar. A new Shaheed Udham Singh 
Memorial is being built at Sunam. 
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Chapter 6 

Formation of the State 


6.1 Introduction: 

In February 1947, Mr. Clement Attlee, the Prime Minister of England announced the intention of 
British Government to transfer power to Indian hands. In pursuance of this plan, Lord Mountbatten 
was sent to India as Viceroy. The political situation grew tenser. A rigorous agitation was carried out 
for the partition of Bengal and Punjab. ‘Direct Action* by the Muslims touched off grave communal 
riots in Calcutta, Bihar, Bombay and Punjab. Loot and arson followed in the wake of widespread 
disturbances. The coalition government in Punjab under Malik Khizar Hayat Khan resigned in 
March, 1947 under the stress of Muslim League agitation. Both All India Congress Committee and 
Muslim League accepted the plan of partition of Punjab, A Boundary Commission was appointed to 
delimit the boundaries of West and East Punjab, 

6 .z Punjab Boundary Commission: 

The Commission was constituted by the announcement of the Governor General, dated 20 a ' June, 

1947 and Sir Cyrill RadclilTe was appointed as Chairman of the Commission along with four 

members: Justice Din Mohammad, Justice Mohammad Munir, Justice Mehar Chand Mahajan and 

Justice Teja Singh. The Boundary Commission was constituted to demarcate the boundaries of the 

two parts of Punjab on the basis of ascertaining the contiguous majority areas of Muslims and non- 

Muslims, The Punjab Boundary Award (also called as Red Cliffe Award), announced on lb 1 * 1 

August, 1947. set the pace for the mass migration of the population which was already in progress as 
a result of communal disturbances. 

East Punjab comprised of the Jullundhar and Ambala Divisions with thirteen districts (out of 29 
districts of United Punjab) i.c. Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Jullundhar, Hoshiarpur, Ludhiana, Ferozepur, 
Ambala, Karnal, Rohtak, Hisar, Gurgaon, Kangra and Simla remained in India. 186 villages of 
Kasur sub-tehsil, including Patti were ceded to India. East Punjab got an area of 37,357 Miles and 
population of about 127 lakhs. There was no major reorganization of the districts in East Punjab up 
to 1956, by then the word ‘East* was eliminated from Punjab and it was known as ‘Punjab 1 . 
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6.3 PEPSU (Patiala and East Punjab States Union): 

The Patiala and the East Punjab States Unions* or the PEPSU was formally inaugurated by Sardar 
Vallabha Dhai Patel (then Home Minister and Inchargc of Indian State Department), on 15 July 
1948, by merging together the eight East Punjab Princely Slates of Patiala, Nabha, Jind, Faridkot, 
Kapurthah, Kalsia, Nalagarh and Malerkotla. The government of the PEPSU formally started 
functioning on 20 August 1948 with Maharaja Yadvindra Singh of Patiala as Rajpramukh or 
Governor and Sardar Gian Singh Rarewala as Chief 
Minister, Patiala was chosen to be the capital of the 
Union, PEPSU was the smallest in the category of 
the ‘Part B’ seven States which were formally 
Princely States or Union of them. 

The States Reorganization Commission, which 
had been appointed by the Government of India on 

29 December 1953 submitted its report in 1955 and 
recommended the merger of the PEPSU with 
Punjab. The Government accepted the 
Commission's recommendation and implemented it with effect from l November 1956. Thus, with 
this merger, the loss suffered by the Punjab due to the partition of the province, with 17 districts 

gone to Pakistan, was to some extent compensated. 

The boundaries of the district further underwent a change on the reorganization of Punjab in 
1966. Jind and Narwana tehsils were transferred to the newly created State of Haryana. 

6.4 Punjabi Suba Movement: 

Punjabi Suba Movement was an agitation for reorganization of Punjab province on linguistic basis 
by the Sikhs. The Government of India was wary of carving out a separate Punjabi language state, 
because it effectively meant dividing the state along religious lines: Sikhs would form a 60% 
majority in the resulting Punjabi state. Fresh from the memory of the violent religion-based partition 
of India in 1947, the Punjabi Hindus were also concerned about living in a Sikh*majority state. The 
Hindu newspapers exhorted the Punjabi Hindus to declare Hindi as tlicir "mother tongue", so that the 
Punjabi Suba proponents could be deprived of the argument that their demand was solely linguistic. 
This later created a rifi between Hindus and Sikhs of Punjab. The case for creating a Punjabi Suba 
was presented to the States Reorganization Commission in 1953. The States Reorganization 
Commission, not recognizing Punjabi as a language that was grammatically very distinct from 
Hindi, rejected the demand for a Punjabi-majority state. 


Do you Know 

Of the eight Princely States constituting the 
Union, the Rajput States of Nalagarh wos 
the oldest founded around AD, 1100. The 
Muslim State of Malerkotla come into 
existence about middle of 15 th Century. The 
Sikh St a fes of Patiala, Jind, Nabha, 
Kapurthaia, Foridkot and Kaisia were 
founded in the middle of 18?* Century, 
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The A kali Dal leaders continued their agitation far the creation of a “Punjabi Suba" after (he 
merger ofPEPSU to Punjab, The Akal Takht played a vital role in organizing Sikhs to campaign for 
the cause. During the Punjabi Suba movement, thousands of Sikhs were arrested for their peaceful 
demonstrations. 

Master Tara Singh and Sant Fateh Singh were two prominent leaders of Punjabi Suba movement 
who organized masses and led them effectively and purpose fit l ly. There were large scale 
demonstrations but majority of them were peaceful. It was the sheer will of the Sikhs and the 
determined approach of the leaders of Punjabi Suba movement that government finally accepted 

their demand in 1966. 


6.5 Punjab Boundary 7 Commission 1966 (Reorganization of Punjab): 

Finally in April, 1966, the Indira Gandhi-led Union Government accepted the demand and a three 
member Punjab Boundary' Commission (Chairman: Justice J.C-Shah, Members: S.Dutt & 
M.M.Philips) was set up to recommend: the adjustment of the existing boundaries of the Hindi and 
Punjabi regions of the present Punjab to secure linguistic homogeneity; and also to indicate 
boundaries of the Hill areas of the present State which were contiguous to Himachal Pradesh and had 
cultural and linguistic affinities. 

On the recommendation of the above Shah Commission, Punjab Reorganization Act was enacted 
and accordingly Punjab was trifurcated on November, 1966, leading to the formation of Haryana 

and Himachal Pradesh. 

Areas in the south of Punjab that spoke the Haryanvi dialect oT Hindi formed the new state 
of Haryana, while the areas lhaL spoke the Paliari dialects were merged to Himachal Pradesh (Union 
Territory at that time). The remaining areas, except Chandigarh, formed the new Punjabi-majority 
slate, which retained the name of Punjab. Until 1966, Punjab was a Hindu majority state (63.7%). 
But during the linguistic partition, the Hindu-majority districts were removed from the slate. 
Chandigarh, the planned city built to replace Punjab’s pre-partition capital Lahore, was claimed by 
both Haryana and Punjab. Pending resolution of the dispute, it was declared as a separate Union 
Territory which would serve as the capital of both the states. 
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8.i Anandpur Sahib Resolution: 

Punjabi Suba Movement was conceded with the enaction of Punjab Reorganization Act in 1966 
under which Punjab was trifurcated leading to the formation of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. 
However, some basic issues remained unresolved by the Central Government like: 

* Chandigarh remained a Union Territory shared as capital by both Punjab and Haryana; 

* Punjabi speaking villages contiguous to Punjab still remained with the neighbouring stales like 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh; and 

* The Central Government continued to control the canal headworks and make arbitrary allocations 
of water of the Rivers Salluj, Bcas and Ravi which had fallen to India’s share by die Indus Water 
Treaty, 1960. 

Thus, Shiromani Akali Dal appointed a 12 - Member Committee consisted of Suijit Singh Bamala, 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra, Jiwan Singh Umranangal, Gurmcct Singh, Dr Bhagat Singh, Balwant 
Singh. Gian Singh Rarcwala, A mar Singh Ambalvi, Prcm Singh Lalpttra, Jaswiuder Singh Brar, 
Bhag Singh and Major General Gurbakhsh Singh of Bhadani, to look into the situation and to frame 
its demands in a formal resolution. The Committee completed its task and adopted a Comprehensive 
Document of Demands at Anandpur Sahib on 16-17 October 1973, which came to be known as 

Anandpur Sahib Resolution of 1973. 

The following were (he main demands matte under the Anandpur Sahib Resolution by the 

Aknlis: 

1. The transfer of Punjabi speaking and contiguous areas to Punjab. 

2. Decentralization of slates under the existing constitution, restricting the Central Government’s 
power to defence, foreign affairs, posts and telegraph, currency and railways. 

3. Protection of Sikh minorities residing outside the Punjab. 

4. The enactment of an All-India Gurdwara Act to bring all historical gurdwaras in India under the 

control ofSGPC- _ 
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Anandpur Sahib Resolution & longowal Accord 

5. Free access (o the birthplace of Guru Nanak Dev ji and other gurdwaras in Pakistan. 

6. Reservation of Sikhs for recruitment in Defence Services, 

7. Raise the ceiling on the land holdings from seventeen to thirty standard acres per family. 

8. Abolition oflntermediaries. 

9. Fix the prices for agriculture produce on the basis of cost of production of the average farmer and 
such prices should be fixed by State Government. 

10. All basic industries should be brought under the Public Sector. 

11. All consumer industries dealing with essential commodities should be nationalised. 

12. There should be a need-based minimum wages for industrial labour. 

13. For agricultural labour, the minimum wages should be reviewed. 

14. The speedier completion of the Thein Dam and setting up of more power plants including one 
based on atomic energy. 

15. Transfer of the federally administered city of Chandigarh to Punjab. 

16. Second Language status for Punjabi in the neighbouring states of Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Haryana and Delhi, 

8.2 Rttjiv-Longowa! Accord: 

Rajiv Longowal accord was signed by the then P.M. Rajiv Gandhi and Akali Dal President Sant 
Harcharan Singh Longowal on 24 ,h J uly, 1985, The government accepted the demands of Akali 
Dal who in turn agreed to withdraw their agitation. But later the accord turned into a failure as 
government wasn’t able to fulfill any of their promises and Sant Harcharan Singh Longowal was 
assassinated by terrorists. 

Issues on which the accord was signed: 

• Implementation of Anandpur Sahib Resolution (ASR) seeking greater autonomy to the stale. 

• Transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab, 

• Army Deserters to be rehabilitated and given gainful employment. 

• Release of Political detainees and withdrawal of special powers. 

• Enactment of an all-India Gurdwara act (Religious Autonomy). 

• Sharing of Ravi-Beas Waters by non-riparian states. 

• Prosecution of those responsible for November 1984 Anti-Sikh riots. 
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Far the administrative convenience Punjab State is divided into 5 divisions and 22 districts. 

9*i Map of Punjab: 
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Administrative Divisions and Districts of Punjab 


9.2 Administrative Divisions of Punjab: 

1. Faridkot 

2. Ferozepur 

3. Jalandhar 

4. Patiala 

5. Ropar (newly created an 31" Dcd,2010) 


1. Faridkot Division: comprises of Faridkot, Bathinda and Mansa districts. 

2. Ferozepur Division: comprises of Ferozepur, Fazilka, Muktsar and Moga districts. 

3. Jalandhar Division: comprises of Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Tam Taran, Kapurthala, Jalandhar, 

Moshiarpur and Pathankot districts. 

4. Patiala Division: comprises of Sangrur, Patiala, Ludhiana, Bamala and Fatehgarh Sahib 
Districts. 


5. Ropar Division: was declared as division on 31“ Dec. 2010 by then C.M, Parkash Singh Badal. 
Earlier it was a pan of Patiala division. The new Ropar division comprises Rupnagar, SBS 
Nagar (Nawanshahr) and SAS Nagar (Mohali) districts. 
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Districts of Punjab 


9.3 Districts of Punjab: 



r ^ 

l-'iiridkul District 

L__ J 


Creation: Faridkot district was formed in 1972 by taking of Faridkot Tehsil from Bathinda District 
and Moga and Muktsar Tehsils from Ferozepur District However in November 1995, the Faridkot 
District was trifurcated when two of its sub divisions viz. Muktsar and Moga were given the status of 

independent districts. 

Earlier, Faridkot District was part of the Ferozepur Division but in the year 1996, Faridkot 
Division has been established with a Divisional headquarter at Faridkot which includes Faridkot, 

Bathinda and Mansa districts. 

Geographical Location: It lies in south west of the state and is surrounded by Ferozepur District in 
the north west and Moga district in the north cast and districts of Bathinda and Muktsar in the south. 
As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 6,17,508 and the density of population is 424 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 890 and 69.55% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Faridkot ts divided into three 

Tehsils:-1, Faridkot 2. Kotakpura 3. Jaitu. 

Faridkot: Faridkot is said to have been founded by Raja Mokalsi, some 700 years ago. He named it 
Mokat Har and built n fort here. 

There is another version according to which the fort existed long before. Mokalsi was perhaps 
carrying out its repairs, when famous Sufi Saint Baba Farid was forced to work on it as a labourer. 
The legend goes that the basket which the Saint was given to cany the earth floated above his head 
without any visible support, thereby causing no burden or physical labour to the Saint. On seeing this 
divine revelation, the Raja bowed on his knees and begged pardon of the Saint. Jt was then the town 
was renamed as Faridkot in honour of the Saint after his name. 

Kotakpura: was founded by Chaudhari Kapura, an ancestor of the Faridkot family. Gurdwara Sahib 
Patshahi Dasvin, in the middle of the town marks the site where Guru Gobind Singh ji had put up a 
camp on the way to Khidrana. 

Jaito: a town in Faridkot disirict, was founded by Jaito, a Sidhu jat. It became the scene of a long- 
drawn agitation in protest against the forced abdication of the Sikh Maharaja of Nabha (Jaito 

Morcha) in 1923. 

Places of Interest: Qilla Mubarak, Raj Mahal, Gurdwara Tilla (Chilla) (Tomb of Baba Farid), 
Gurdwara Godari Sahib, Gurdwara Guru ki Dhab, Gurdwara Tibbi Sahib, Gurdwara Godavarisar 
Patshahi Dasvin, Darbar Gam (Now Circuit House), Stale Secretariat made by Raja Haijinder Singh 
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(Now Judicial Courts). Mini Secretariat (now District Admin. Complex). There is also a famous 
university on the name of Baba Farid (Baba Farid University of Health Sciences). 
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Creation: The Baihinda district came into existence on 20 August 1948 on the formation of the 
Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU). In 1956 when the PEPSU was merged with the 
Punjab State* the area of the Bathinda District became a part or Punjab. 

Geographical Location: Bathinda District is situated in the Southern part of Punjab State in the 
heart of Malwa region. The district is surrounded with Sirsa and Fatehabad of Haryana Stale in the 
south and Mansa district in the East, Moga & Bamala in the North-east and Faridkot & Muktsar in 
the North-west. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 13,88,525 and the density of population is 414 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 868 and 68.28% people of (he district arc literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Bathinda is divided into four 
Tehsils: LBathinda 2.Rampura Phul 3.Talwandi Sabo. 4. Maur (Newly Created). 

Bathinda; an old town in Punjab, was called Vikramgarh during the pre - Mohammadan period. 
According to another version, it is said that the town takes its name from the names of a Rajput ruler 
Binai Pal and his Wazir Thanda Ram i.e. Binai, B + Thanda = Bathanda or Bathinda. The early 
Muslim historians refer to Bathinda as ‘Tabar-e-Hind’, meaning the Gateway of India. 

It was conquered by Maharaja Ala Singh in 1754 and since then it has followed the history of 
erstwhile princely stale of Patiala. It became a district with the formation of PEPSU in 1948. 
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Rampura Phul: It is a town located between two villages of Rampura and Phul, hence named as 
Rampura Phul The Phul pan of the town was founded by Phul, the ancestor of Phulkian family and 
the Rampura part was founded by Rama, the son of Phul 

Talwandi Sabo: also known as Damdama Sahib, is named after Sahabo, a Gujjar girl It is said that 
it was inhabited by Hindu Gujjars. Since the head of Gujjars did not have any mate issue, his 
daughter 'Sahabo' became the head of this area and in this way it came to be known as Talwandi - 
Sahabo, which is now called Sabo. 

It is one of the five Takhts or Seat of Temporal Authority of Sikhism, is the place where Guru 
Gobind Singh ji prepared the fill! version of the Sikh scriptures called Sri Guru Granth Sahib in 
1705. The Guru made it an educational centre for study in religion and hence named Guru Ki Kashi. 
Major Industries in Buthinda: Gunt Nanak 
Dev Thermal Plant at Bathinda, Guru 
llargobind Thermal Plant at Lehra Mohabbat, 

National Fertilisers Limited, Milk Plant, 

Grasim Industries and Gum Gobind Singh 
Refinery. 

Places of Interest: 

1. Qila Mubarak: This is one of the oldest and highest small brick monument. It has been in 

existence from 90-110 AD in its current place. It was here that Razia Sultan, the first woman to 
take charge of the Delhi throne, incarcerated on her defeat and dethroned. Raja Dab, along with 
emperor Kanishka, is believed to have built the fort. It also contains the Gurdwara as the tenth 
Sikh Guru Gobind Singh visited the place, ^ 

2. Rabin Fort: This was built in 1930 in front of the main Fort by S. Balwant Singh Sidhu, It 
belongs to a group of 22 villages, so called Bahia Sahib. It was as official residence of armed 
forces of Maharaja Bhupindcra Singh of Patiala State, Now it has been converted into a Four Star 
Hotel 

3. Lakhi Jungle: This is situated at a disiancc of 15 km away from Bathinda and on the way to 

Muklsar. A forest having old Gurdwara was visited by Sliri Guru Nanak Dev who recited one 
lakh holy Paath of Shri Japji Sahib. Therefore it was called Lakhi Jungle. Tenth Sikh Guru, Guru 
Gobind Singh also visited this place. 

4. Mazaar of Peer Haji Rattan: It is one of the most revered places of worship in the city. There is 

something unique about this place. At this place a mosque and a Sikh Gurdwara share the same 
wall and a temple is also very close by. It exhibits the religious harmony among the people of this 

city. 


Guru Gobind Singh Refinery: 
is o refinery owned by Hindustan Mittal Energy 
Limited (HMEL), a joint venture between HPCL 
and Mittal Energy Limited, a company owned by 
L.N.Mittal. It is heated in village Phulokheri in 
Bathinda district. 
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Least Sex Ratio 


Mansa District 


Creation: Mansa district was formed on 13 th April, 1992 from the erstwhile district of Bathinda. 
Mansa is situated in the cotton belt of Punjab and therefore fondly called the "Area of White Gold”. 
Geographical Location: It lies in south part of the state and is surrounded by Sangrur District in the 
north east and Bathinda district in the north west and Bamala district in the north. In Mansa District, 
River Ghaggar flows through distance of 15 Kms and Sirhind Drain passes through the entire district 
and has its out-fall in river Ghaggar. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 7,69,751and the density of population is 350 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 883 and 6l.R3% people of the district arc literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Mansa is divided into three 
Tchsils: i.Mansa 2.Budhlada 3-Sardulgarh. 

Mansa: The town is said to have been founded by Bhai Gurdas who hailed from Dhingar, District 
Mansa. He is said to have been married at this place among the Dhaliwal Jat Sikh. Once he came to 
his in-laws to take his wife along with him but they refused to send her. At this, Bhai Gurdas sat in 

meditation before the house of his in-laws. After some time, the parents of the girl agreed to send 
their daughter with Bhai Gurdas. But he refused to take her along with him, stating that he had now 
renounced the worldly way of life. In his memory, his Smadh was constructed where a fair is held 
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every year in March-April. People in large numbers alicnd the fair and offer Ladd us and Gur at 
Smadh. 

Rudhladn: Budha and Ladha were two real brothers who were khatri by caste. The village has got 
its name from the name of these two brothers. 

Sardulgarh: The ancient name of Sardulgarh town was Ron Dhudal. It was a part of Patiala 
princely state before independence. The son of Maharaja Patiala, S. Sardul Singh came here for 
hunting. Hence, the name of Sardulgarh town was named after Sardar Sardul Singh from Rori 
Dhudal. 
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Came into Existence 13 April, 1992 
Part of . Faridkot Division 


Mansa District 


L. 





r- * a.ii 


Neighbouring Districts Sangrur, Bamala, Balhinda 


--- 



■r 


of Mansa 


j Fondly Called 


J 


Mansa, Budhlai’a and Sardulgarh 
Bhai Gurdas 

# - ■.. - - ■ - - - -—-*-* - -i > 

Area of White Gold 




Jk 




Punjab 




117 

























































Administrative Divisions and Districts of Punjab 


Ferozepur Division: 


I'crozcpur District 


Creation; Ferozepur is the oldest British district of the Punjab, established in 1833 as district 
headquarters even well before Ludhiana and Amritsar became districts. Ferozepur district, even after 
the independence of Pakistan in 1947, included many areas which were later re-organized to be a 
part of the Faridkot, Moga, Muktsar. Bathinda and Fazilka Districts. 

Geographical Location: The District Ferozepur is situated at India Pakistan border. It is surrounded 
by Faridkot, Muktsar and Fazilka district in the south, Moga district in the cast, Knpurlhnla and 
Jalandhar districts in the north - cast and Tam Taran district jn die north. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 20,29,074 and the density of population is 381 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 893 and 68.92% people of the district arc literate. 

Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Ferozepur is divided into 

three Tehsils:- 1, Ferozepur 2. Zira 3 .Guru Har Sahai (newly created in 2011). 

Earlier Jalalabad, Fazilka and Abohar were also the part of Ferozepur district, but recently in 
2011, Fazilka District has been created which includes Fazilka, Jalalabad and AboharTehsils. 
Ferozepur: It was founded by Ferozeshali Tughlaq in the 14th century who had a passion for 
founding cities. Ferozepur is also called as 'Shaheedon ki dhartf' (the land of martyrs). Three heroic 
martyrs oflndta’s freedom straggle Shahecd Bhagat Singh and his associates Shahccd Rajguru and 
Shaheed Sukhdcv have their final resting place on the banks of the river Satluj in Ferozepur. On 
March 23, 1931, despite popular protest, these three heroes were executed in Lahore and were 
stealthily cremated tn the dead of the night near Ferozepur, Today, a Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Memorial marks the spot and every 1 year on March 23, thousands of people gather to pay homage to 


these noble heroes. 

Zira: the tehsil of Ferozepur district, is famous for the 105 feet high Shri Parsavnaih Jain Temple 

built in 1890. The paintings on the walls depict the life of Jain Trithankars. 

Guru liar Sahai: was made the third tehsil of Ferozepur district tn 2011. Here, at the temples of 

Mata Jajol and Mala Hansewali fairs are held twice a year. 

Places of Interest: 

L Anglo Sikh War Memorial at I crozes hah: was constructed to perpetuate the memory of the 
brave Punjabis who laid down their lives fighting heroically against the British troops at Mudki, 
Ferozeshali, Sabhraon and Chellianwala. 

2. Saragarhi Gurdwara: was constructed to commemorate the sacrifice of 21 Sikh soldiers who 
perished at Saragarhi in Baluchistan. On 12 September, every year, people gather here to pay 
tribute to the heroic soldiers and celebrate Saragarhi Day, 
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3, The Bark! Memorial; was constructed in 1969 to perpetuate the memory of the soldiers who 
made supreme sacrifice on the battle field in 1965 and paved the way for the fall of Barki, a town 
situated at a distance of 15 miles South East of Lahore. The memorial now forms a part of 

Saragarhi Complex. 

4. National Martyr* Memorial Hussainiwala: depicts an irrepressible revolutionary spirit of three 
National Martyrs namely Shahced Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev who lit eternal flame of 
liberty by smilingly embracing martyrdom for the motherland. 
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Fazilka District 


Creation: Fazilka, is the 22 n<i district of Punjab, declared on July 27, 2011, and has been carved out 
from Ferozepur district. 

Geographical Location: It lies in south west of the state and is surrounded by Ferozepur District in 
the north and Muktsar district in the cast. The district is surrounded with Rajasthan Slate in the 
south. 

Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Fazilka is divided into three 
Tehsits:-1. Fazilka 2. Jalalabad 3, Abohar, 

Three sub-tehsils: Amiwala Sheikh Suban, Sito Guno and Khuian Sajwar. 

Fazilka: The 164 year old historic town of Fazilka, is also known as Bangla. The first political 
officer stationed in this area was Vans Agnew. He built a bungalow near the horse-shoe lake at 
Badha and the place came to be known as bangla (a new name given to the new establishment by the 
people). It was established by Vans Agnew and was christened after the original owner of the land, 
Mian Fazil Waloo. A payment of Rs 144 and annas eight was paid to his descendants in 1877 from 
panchayat fund and named (he place after Mian Fazil Watoo (Lambardar) as Fazilka. 
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It is situated on the rice growing and cotton rich belt of the state and is one of the major rice 
exporting centers in India. The town was the biggest wool market in undivided Punjab before 
partition. 

Jalalabad: After defeating Nawab Qutb-ud-Din, Maharaja Ranjit Singh allowed him to retain 
Mamdot as a jagir on payment of nominal tribute and Jalalabad was founded by Nawab of Mamdot 
as its capital. It was named after the famous Nawab Jalaluddin Khan, son of Nawab Qutb-ud-Din. 
Abohar: is an ancient town mentioned by Ibn Batuta (a traveler from Egypt) in about 1341 A.D, as 
tbe first town in Hindustan, on the Multan Delhi route. Abohar is the biggest market for cotton in 
India and also famous as 'California of Punjab' for citrus plantations. 


Table 9.6 Fazilka 
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Sri Muklsnr Sahib District 


Creation: Muktsar was created as a new district in 1995 by taking out Muktsar subdivision of 
Faridkot District. 

Geographical Location: Sri Muktsar Sahib District is located in South Western Zone of Punjab. It 
is bounded by State of Rajasthan and Haryana in the south, district Faridkot and Ferozepur in North, 
Fazilka in West and Bathinda in the East. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 9,01,896 and the density of population is 348 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 896 and 65.81 % people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Muktsar is divided into three 
Tehsils:-1. Sri Muktsar Sahib 2. Giddarbaha 3. Malout 


Sri Muktsar Sahib: Sri Muktsar Sahib is a historical city, intimately connected with Sikh religion. 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, fought his East battle against Mughals in 1705 A.D. at Sri Muktsar Sahib. 
During fighting, 40 disciples of Guru Ji know as '40 Muktas’ (40 liberated ones) sacrificed their 
lives. These 40 Sikhs were those who insisted that Guru Ji should leave the Anandpur Sahib fort, 

when it was besieged by Mughal army. Guru Ji had then asked these followers to leave him if they 
so desired but they should give him in written that he is not their Guru and they are not his Sikh i.c. 
followers. When these Sikhs relumed to their homes in Majha territory of Punjab, they were not 



ft* 










































Districts of Punjab 



welcomed by family members as they had left the Guru at time of trouble. They were overcome by 

shame and not in a position to face Guru Gobind Singh Ji again. 

On learning that Guru Ji was in region of present Sri Muktsar Sahib the 40 Sikhs lead by Bhai 
Mahan Singh and accompanied by Mai Bhago, an illustrious woman in Sikh history left (heir homes 
to help him. At that time Mughal army was searching for Guru ji. A pitched battle was fought near a 
pond called Khidrane di Dhab, The 40 Sikhs fought valiantly for Gum ji and achieved martyrdom. 
The outcome was in favour of Sikhs. Mughal forces failed in capturing or harming Guru Sahib and 
fled from battlefield. After the battle was over. Guru Ji visited the battlefield. One of the 40 Sikhs, 
Sardar Malian Singh was about to die, Guru Ji took his head in his arms and asked what did he want? 
Sardar Mahan Singh requested Guru Ji to tear the paper (Bcdawa), they had given to him at 
Anandpur Sahib ‘you are not our guru and we are not your followers’. On this Guru Ji tore the 
bedawa. These 40 Sikhs were henceforth called 40 Muktas. The city that grew at the site of the battle 
was called Sri Muktsar Sahib after them. Mela Maghi, a famous fair of Punjab, is celebrated at Sri 
Muktsar Sahib, next day after Lohri every year as u tribute to those 40 Muktas, 

Places of Interest: 

* Tuti Gandi Gurdwara Sahib, Tibbi Sahib, Gurdwara Rakab Sar, Angooran Wali Maseet, 
Gurdwara Guptsar Sahib and Mukta Minar. 

• The birthplace of Second Guru, Guru Angad Dev ji is at Sarai Naga I Skins from Sri Muktsar 
Sahib on Sri Muktsar Sahib- Kolkapura highway. 

Fairs and Festivals; 

1, Maghi Mela: A mammoth gathering takes place every year on occasion of Maghi Mda 
celebrated on the next day of Lohri in January when a fair is organized to commemorate the 
velour of 40 Muktas, who sacrificed their lives in the battle-field of Khidrana. 

2. Ghorian Da Mela: A big horses’ fair is held at village Lambi Dhab on the occasion of Maghi 
Mela. The good breed horses, for which Sri Muktsar Sahib is famous throughout Punjab, arc 

showcased at the fair. 
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Angooran Walt Maseet, Gurdwara Guptsar Sahib, Sarai Naga and Mukla 
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District 


Creation: Moga District is the 17th District of Punjab Stale established on 23 th November 1995. 
Before this. Moga was the sub-division of Faridkot District. 

Geographical Location: It is surrounded by Jalandhar district in north, Ludhiana district in Hast, 

Bamala & Bathinda in South and Faridkot & Fcrozepur in West. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 9,95,746 and the density of population is 446 
per Km'. The sex ratio of the district is 893and 70,68% people of the district are literate. 


Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view, District Moga is divided into four 
Tehsils:- 1. Moga 2, Bagha Parana 3. Nihal Singhwala 4. Dlmranikot (newly created in 20 ] 1 ). 
Moga: was founded by Moga Singh Gill a forefather of the Gill community. Then this city went to 
the hands ofhis two sons Mehta Singh Gill and Ajit Singh Gill. This divided the whole city into two 
parts. Till now Moga City is divided into those two parts. Moga town is the head quarter of the 
District. 

• Nestle Moga, an International level factory, is situated in Moga district. This factory is a food 
processing plant of its own kind in North India. 

• Moga district has the distinction of being the birth place of Lala Lajpat Rai Ji, the great freedom 
fighter. His native village Dhudhike falls in Moga District, 

Table 9.8 Moga 
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Patiala Division 





Creation: With the formation of PEPSU in 1948, Patiala became its capital. However, after its 
merger with Punjab in 1956, it became headquarter of Patiala district. 

Geographical Location: Forming the south-eastern part of the state, it is surrounded by the districts 
of Fatchgarh Sahib & SAS Nagar (Mohali) in the north, Sangrur district in the west, Ambala and 
Kurukshetra districts of neighbouring state of Haryana in the east and Kaithal district of Haryana in 

the south. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 18,95,686 and the density of population is 597 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 891 and 75.28% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Patiala is divided into six 
Tehsits:-1. Patiala 2. Patran 3, Nabha 4. Samana 5. Rajpura 6. Dudhan Sadhan (Recently Created). 
Pntialn: It was founded by Baba Ala Singh, the founder of Phulkian State of Patiala. Previously, it 
was a small village of Snnaur under Zamindars. After acquisition of Sanaur and its 84 villages. Baba 
Ala Singh founded this city in 1763 by the foundation of Patiala fort 'Qila Mubarak". Thus the name 
of Patiala city consists of two words, "Pati’ and ‘Ala’. ‘Pali’ means territory and ‘Ala’ is the name of 
the founder. Patiala is famous for ‘peg’, ‘pagri’, ‘paranda’, *Jutti\joyous buoyancy, royal demeanor, 
sensuous and graceful feminine gait and aristocracy. 


Places of Interest: 

1. Qila Mubarak: The foundation ofQifa Mubarak was laid down by Baba Ala Singh, the founder 
of the Patiala, in 1763. However, the construction was completed by his grandson, Maharaja 
Karam Singh. Qila is divided into two parts- one, the Qila Androon, the interior portion, was 
built by Baba Ala Singh. Situated on a mound, it ascends as one move into it. While the other i.e., 
between the Qila Androon and outer walls with the secretariat on the left and Darbar Hall on the 
right, was built by Maharaja Karam Singh. Darbar Hall is now converted into mini-museum. 

2. Moti Bagh Palace was constructed in 1847 by Maharaja Narcndra Singh. The Molt Bagh Palace 
was designed on the pattern of Sltalimar Gardens of Lahore with terraces, water channels, Sheesh 
Mahal and beautiful garden. It is a four storied structure with massive stone-walls, arched 

openings, filtered and ornamental grills and crowning domes, 

3. Slices!) Mahal and Museum: was built by Maharaja Narcndra Singh, who was a great patron of 

literature, music and fine arts. 

4. Government Mo hind ra College: was built by Maharaja Mohindra Singh, who was a great 
patron of modem education. He established this college in 1870 for the people of Patiala. Its 

building is a wonderful piece of architecture. 
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5. Gurdwara Dukhnivaran Sahib: The villagers of Lehal donated land for the modest Gurdwara 
built on this elevated site, said to have been visited by Gum Tcgh Bahadur, 

6 . Baradari Gardens: Situated in the north of the old Patiala city, just outside the Sheranwala 
Gate, the Baradari Gardens is built around the Baradari Palace constructed as a residence for the 
crown Prince, Rajindcra Singh. A great lover of nature, the crown Prince brought all kinds of 
saplings of rare trees and planted them here in the garden. 

7. Bahadurgarh Fort: was constructed by Maharaja Karam Singh. it is named so to commemorate 
the holy memory of Guru Tcgh Bahadur who paid visit to this place at the invitation of another 
holy person Saif Khan, 

8 . Kali Mata Ji Temple: Maharaja Bhupindcra Singh was inspired to build this temple and bring 
the 6 -ft statue of Kali Mata ji from West Bengal to Patiala. This large complex attracts devotees, 
Hindu and Sikh, from distant places. A much older temple of Raj Rajeshwari is also situated in 
the center of this complex. 

9. Ghuram (Kuliram or Kahram): Situated 6 miles from Patiala, Ghuram (Renamed Ramgarh) is 
a very ancient palace. An old tradition takes it back to the days of the Ramayana. being the abode 
of God Rama’s maternal grandfather. During the days of Rajput Kings, Ghuram (Kuhram of the 
Persian Writers) was an important town with a strong fort to protect it. Maharaja Karam Singh of 
Patiala built a fort here and named it Ramgarh, evidently in memory of Rama of the Ramayana 
fame. 

10 . National Institute of Sports (NIS): founded in 1901, Nctaji Subhash National Institute of Sports 

is Asia's largest sports institution is situated in Patiala, It is housed in the old Moti Bagh Palace 
of erstwhile royal family of Patiala, which was purchased by Government of India after Indian 
Independence. 
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Ssmurur District 


Creation: The Sangrur District was carved out from the territories of erstwhile Patiala, Nabha and 
Jind Stales, collectively known as Phulkian Stales, on the formation of Patiala and East Punjab 

States Union (PEPSU) in 1948, 

The boundaries of the district underwent a change on the merger of PEPSU with Punjab in 1956 
and then on the reorganization of Punjab in 1966, Jind and Nanvana tehsils were transferred to the 
newly created Slate of Haryana. At present, the district has nine Tehsils, viz, Malerkotla, Sangrur, 
Sunam, Lehra, Moonak, Dhuri, Dirbha, Ahmedgarh and Bhawanigarh. 

Geographical Location: It is bounded by Ludhiana district in the north, by Bamala district in the 
west, by Patiala and Fatehgarh Sahib districts in the east, Mansa district in south west and by Jind 

district (Haryana) in the south. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 16,55,169 and the density of population is 449 
per Km 2 , The sex ratio of the district is 885 and 67.99% people of the district arc literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view, District Sangrur is divided into Nine 
Tehsils:- t. Sangrur 2. Sunam 3. Malerkotla 4, Lehra 5. Moonak 6, Dhuri 7. Dirbha 8. Ahmedgarh 
& 9. Bhawanigarh (Recently Created). 

Sangrur: The town of Sangrur is said to have been founded by one Sanghu, a jat, about 400 years 
ago and named after him. The old town is enclosed on all the sides. In the centre of the (own is a 
beautiful fountain from which a north-south road connects the Nabha Gate and Sunarni Gate, and 

east-west road connects the Patiala Gate and Dhuri Gate. The most attractive place in the Sangrur 

city is the Banasar Garden with Marble Baradari in the centre of the swimming tanks. 

Malerkotla: The town of Malerkotla was divided into two parts - Maler and Kotla. Mater has 
probably been named after Malher Singh, who is said to have been ruling here. He is said to have 
constructed a Kaccha fort here which was called Malhergarh Fort. The Kotla portion of Malerkotla 
was established by Bayazid Khan in 1656 in the south of Maler. It was earlier named Kotla Maler 
and later on named Maler-Kotla. A fair known as Mela Hazrat Sheikh Sadr-u-Din is also held in 
May-Junc and September-October for one clay each in the memory of Sheikh Sadr-u-Din who 
founded (he Malerkotla State. 

• The Other places worth seeing in Malerkotla town are Shecsh Mahal (Residence of Nawab of 
Malerkotla) and Jama Masjid. 

Sunam: Its original name was Surajpur because of a tank named Surajkund or the pool of the Sun. 
The modem town was built within the walls of an old fort. It is divided into two parts, one in the 

citadel of (he fort and the other on (he lowland around it. 

Sunam is the birth place of the great martyr, Udliam Singh. He shot dead Sir Michael 0* Dyer on 
I3 lh March, 1940 in London and took revenge of the 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre at Amntsar. 
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tt;int:ihi District 


Creation: Bamala District is the 20 th District of Punjab State established in 2006. Earlier Bamala 

was part of Sangrur district. 

Geographical Location: It is a centrally located district bordered by Ludhiana district on the north, 

Moga district on northwest, Bathinda district on west, Mansa district in south and by Sangrur district 
on east. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 5,95,527 and the density of population is 419 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 876 and 67,82% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions; From Administrative point of view. District Bamala is divided into two 
Tehsils:-1, Bamala 2, Tapa. 

Bnrnaln: previously known as Anahadgarh, it was occupied by Baba Ala Singh founder of Patiala 
State in 1772 when it was a small village. He made it the capital of his rising principality till 1763. 
He constructed a masonary wall around the town and built a fort, now known as Qila Mubarak in the 
town. Hence the town was named after him. 

Tapa: The town is said to have been named after Tapa Ram, a disciple of Baba Sukha Nand who 
spent his life in meditation. 
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Fatehearh Sahib District 


Creation: Fatehgarh Sahib was made a district al the time of formation ofPEPSU in 1948. in 1953, 
it was merged into Patiala district as its subdivision. Fatehgarh Sahib was again made a district on 
I3lh April, 1992, Baisakhi Day deriving its name from Saliibzada Fateh Singh, the youngest son of 
Guru Gobind Singh. It is one of the most historical districts of the State and a place of worship for 

both Sikhs and Muslims. 

Geographical Location: It is bounded by Ludhiana and Ropar in the North, Patiala in the South, 
SAS Nagar (Mohali) in the East and Sangrur in the West. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 6,00,163 and the density of population Is 508 
per Km\ The sex ratio of the district is 871 and 79.35% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Fatehgarh Sahib is divided 
into four Tehsils:-1. Fatehgarh Sahib 2, Bassi Pathana 3. Amloh 4. Khamanon, 

Fatehgarh Sahib: The name ‘Fatehgarh’ refers to the 'Town of Victory’ because in 1710 Sikhs 
under the leadership of Banda Bahadur overran the area and razed the fort that was built during 

Balban's rule to the ground. 

The city is a historically important town, especially for the Sikh faith, Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib, 
marks the site of the live entombment of the two younger sons, Saliibzada Fateh Singh and 
Saliibzada Zorawar Singh of Sri Guru Gobind Singh on 12 December 1705, by the Governor ol 
Sirhind, Wazir Khan. The place is today commemorated by Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib. 

Gurdwara Jyoti Sarup Sahib is about 1 km from Fatehgarh Sahib on Sirhind- Chandigarh road. 
It was at this place that the mortal remains of Mala Gujri, the mother oi Guru Gobind Singh and his 
two younger sons, Sahibzada Fateh Singh and Sahibzada Zorawar Singh were cremated, Wazir Khan 
refused to allow the cremation of the bodies unless the land for the cremation was purchased by 
laying gold coins on it. Todar Mai, who was an ardent devotee of Guru Gobind Singh, purchased this 
place of land by offering gold coins as demanded and thus etched his name in the annals of Sikh 

history and earned the salutation of Dee wan. 
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Four commemorative gales were erected in 2004 at Fatehgarh Sahib. The gates have been named 

after the heroes whose noble actions provided succor to the supreme sacrifice of the Sahibzadas, 

These are: Dccwan Tod nr Mai. Nawab Shcr Muhammad Khan, Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and 

Baba Moti Ram Mchra. Each person belonged to different castes/religions, thus depicting the 

harmony and brotherhood among people of those times. 

Other Important Places in the district; 

1 . Sirhind: Sirhind is the most important historical town in Fatehgarh Sahib district. Sirhind 
acquired prominence only in the seventh century when it became the capital of the Satadru 
kingdom. Later on, Sirhind reached its pinnacle of glory during Muslim period. There is no doubt 
that under the patronage of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, Sirhind became one of the most 
flourishing towns of Mughal Empire. However, the policy of religious persecution launched by 
Aurangzeb reversed the whole development of Sirhind. In 1705. a single act of barbarity of the 
execution of two innocent sons of Gum Gobind Singh ji, had (he effect of a curse on the 
prosperity of this ancicnl town. The revenge which the Sikhs took in the cighleenih century for 
this atrocious act was almost unparallel in ihe history of mankind. Consequently, the city was 
devastated out of all recognition. 

fn the medieval period, Sirhind had become a great centre for trade, Because of its proximity 
to the hills, Chinese goods were pouring in large quantity for commercial purpose. Seth Todar 
Mai, a native and a businessman of Sirhind rose to the position of the Faujdar of Sirhind. He 
proved himself to be the cfTicient administrator of Sirhind. 

There are still remnants of many partial buildings of medieval times which speak of a very 
high standard masonary of those limes. Tombs of Ustad and Shagird, Mosque of Saint Butcher 
Sadna and Jahaji Haveli of Seth Todar Mai are fine specimens of art and craft of those limes. 

2. Mandi Gobindgarh: is the sub-lchsil of Fatehgarh Sahib district. It is also known as Steel Town 
of India and is having a large number of steel rolling mills. Nearly 200 rolling mills are serving 
25% of the secondary steel market of the country. 

3. Sanghol: This is an ancient site of Harappan culture and is being maintained by the 
Archaeological Survey of India, The building of the Sanghol Museum was inaugurated on April 
10 . 1990 as a unit of the Department of Cultural Affairs, Archaeology and Museums of the 
Government of Punjab. 

4. Aam Khas Bhag: was built for the public and also for exclusive use of the Emperor Shah Jahan. 
A dose scrutiny of the remnants of the palaces clearly indicates that there was a perfect system of 
air-conditioning in the palaces and the monument called 'Sarad Khana 1 . The other monuments 
include Sheesh Mahal, Hamam and-the Tank where unique methods of healing water were 
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adopted. At present, a Tourist Complex known as 'Maulasari' is being run in the Aam Khas Bagh, 
A beautiful garden and the Nursery are also being maintained, 

5. Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj: It is situated just half a kilometer from Gurdwara Fateh garb Sahib, It 
commemorates the martyrdom of those Sikhs who were killed by the tyrannical Mughals. 

6 , Rauza Sharif: Near Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib is the magnificent Rauza or Dargah of Shaikh 
Ahmad Famqi Sirhindi, popularly known as Mujaddid, 

7, Ustad di Mazar: Near Rauza Sharif, is the tomb of the great architect and builder Ustad Syad 

Khan. 

8 . Shah gird di Mazar: Near Ustad di Mazar, is the tomb of Khawaja Khan the ‘Shahgird’ 

(Assistant) of Ustad Syad Khan. 
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Geographical Location: Ludhiana is the most centrally located district which falls in the Malwa 
region of the State of Punjab, it is bounded on the north by River Satluj which separates it from 
Jalandhar district. The River also forms its northern boundary with SBS Nagar district. On other 
sides it shares common boundaries with Rupnagar district in the cast, Moga district in the west and 
Sangrur & flamala districts in the south and Fatehgarh Sahib district in south east. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 34,98,739 and the density of population is 978 
per Km 3 . The sex ratio of the district is 873 and 82,20% people of the district aie literate. 


Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Ludhiana is divided into 
seven Tehsils:- 1. Ludhiana (East) 2. Ludhiana (West) 3. Samrala 4. Khanna 5. Payal 6. Raikot 7. 

Jagraon. 
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Ludhiana: The town is believed to have been founded in ihc time of the Lodhi Emperors, on the site 
of a village called Mirhota, in the year 1481. The founders are said to have been Yusuf Khan and 
Nihang Khan Lodhi. The new town was originally known as Lodlii-ana, which means Ihc town of 
Lodi's. The name later changed to the present name Ludhiana. 

* Ludhiana is the only metropolitan city of the Slate. 

* Maharaja Ranjit Singh War Museum is situated at Ludhiana. 

* Punjab Agriculture University is situated on the outskirts of Ludhiana, 

* Ludhiana is called as Manchester oflndia. 

* Hero Cycles, world's largest manufacturer of bicycles is based here. 

* Gurdwara Charan Kamval and Gurdwara Manji Sahib are situated here. 

* Ludhiana is called as financial capital of Punjab. 

* Budha Nallah: It runs parallel to Satluj, on its south for fairly large section of its course and 
ultimately joins Satluj at Gorsian Kadar Baksh in the north western comer of the district. It is a 
flooding stream during the rainy season but in the dry season it can be crossed on foot at certain 
points. Ludhiana and Machhiwara arc situated to the south of the Budha Nallah. The water of the 
stream becomes polluted after it enters Ludhiana City. 

Khanna: The town was founded by Khana Rajput and it derived its name from him. Khanna is fast 
growing in industrial imparlance. After Ludhiana, it has the highest number of registered industrial 
units in the district. The town has also developed into a flourishing grain market. Its grain market 
especially for wheal arrival is said to be the biggest in Asia. 
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Geographical Location: Jalandhar is located on the intensively irrigated plain between the Beas and 
Satluj rivers. It is surrounded by Ludhiana district in south. KapurthaLa &. SBS Nagar districts in 
west, Hoshiarpur in north and Pcrozcpur & Moga district in soutli-wcst. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 21,93,590 and the density of population is 835 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 915 and 82.48% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Jalandhar is divided into five 
Tchsils: L Jalandhar-1 2. Jalandhar-2 3. Shahkot 4. Nakodar 5. Phillaur. 

Jalandhar: Jalandhar, a town of great antiquity, was the capital of Punjab from India’s 
independence until Chandigarh was built in 1953. The district is named after Jalandhar, a demon 
king, who finds a mention in the Puranas and Mahabharata. According to another legend, Jalandhar 
was the capital of the kingdom of lav, son of Rama. According to yet another version Jalandhar is 
said to have derived its name from the vernacular term ‘Jalandhar’ means area inside the water, i.e. 
■tract laying between the two rivers Sailuj and Beas, still another name oT Jalandhar had been 
Trjgartta, as it was watered by three rivers, Satluj, Beas and Ravi. 

The city is a market for agricultural products, textiles, leather goods, wood products and sporting 
goods. Over the years, the sports goods industry has grown at an impressive rate and now Indian 
sports goods are also exported to different countries. 

Nakodar: The town is said by one account to have been originally held by Kambohs. Another 
tradition makes an Afghan, Nakodar Khan, the founder. Another account says that, when Manj 
Rajputs crossed the Satluj, Malik Nekdar Khan popularly known as Baba Malik, a brother of Rai 
Izzat founded Nakodar. His shrine still exists inside the town. The word Nakodar is a corrupted form 
of the Persian words neki dar which mean ‘gate of goodness or virtue’, A fourth account makes it 
founded by the Nikudari legion of the Mughals. Outside the Nakodar town, there are two fine 
Muhammadan tombs: The Tomb of Mohammed Momin and Tomb of Haji Jamal. 

PliiNaur: Phillaur owes its origin to a Sanghcra Jat, Phul, who called the town after himself 
‘Phulnagar’. Two Ancient sites Theh Ghatti and Katpalon fall in Phillaur tehsil. 

Other Important Towns: 

Nurmahal: The modem town is due tD the fostering of Nur Jahan (after whom it is named), the 
consort of Emperor Jahangir and who is said to have been brought up here. She had the imperial 
sarai constructed by Nawab Zakarya Khan, Governor of the Doab between 1619 and 1621 A.D and 
settled numerous families in her new town. The sarai is remarkable specimen of oriental architecture 
and is maintained as a protected monument by the Archaeological Department. 
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Kartarpur: was founded by the fifth Guru of Sikhism, Guru Aijan Dev ji, The town is famous for 
ils furniture industry in world. The quality of the wood works is internationally acknowledged and 
accepted. 

Places of Interest: 

1. Devi Talab Man dir: it is also the site of the famous Hariballabh Sangeet Mela, held in lire 

memory of the saint-musician, Swami Hariballabh at Devi Talab near the samadhi of the saint. 

2, Curd warn Chhevln Padshnhi; where 6 th Guru, Gum Hargobind Singh ji granted interview to a 
Muslim holy saint popularly known as Shaikh Darvesh. The saint blindfolded his eyes so that he 
could swear before the Mughal authorities that lie had not seen the Guru. The great Guru had in 

depth discussion with the Shaikh Darvesh about spiritual matters which created good impact on 


the holy man. 
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Devi Talab Mandir, Gurdwara Chhevin Padshahi at Jalandhar; The Tomb 
of Mohammed Momin and Tomb of Haji Jamal at Nakodar; Two Ancient 
sites Theh Ghatti and Katpalon falls in Phillaur tehsil. 

Hariballabh Sangeet Meta and Baba Sodal Mela 

Kartar Singh Duggal, Jagjit Singh and Sunil Dutt 


Hoshiarpur District 


Geographical Location: The submontane district of Hoshiarpur is located in the north-east part of 
the State. It shares common boundaries with Kangra and Una districts of Himachal Pardesh in the 
north east, Jalandhar and Kapurthala districts tn south-west, Gurdaspur district in the north-west and 
S.B.S Nagar and Rupnagar district in south east. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 15,86,625 and the density of population is 468 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 961 and 84,59% people of the district arc literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Hoshiarpur is divided into 
four Tehsits; l, Hoshiarpur 2. Mukerian 3. Dasua 4. Garhshankar. 
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Hoshiarpur: Tradition ascribes the foundation of the town to two versions: First to Hargobind and 
Ram Chand, Diwans of the Emperor Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq; Second to Hoshiar Khan, a resident 
of Bajwara, who lived about the same period and 3ftcr whom the town was named. 

Hoshiarpur has been a perpetual victim of floods caused by hundreds of rivulets-commonly 
known as ‘Chocs’* which criss-cross the land. 

Dnsua: also known as Virat-ki-Nagri, It is said to be very old place. Legend goes that it was founded 
5000 years ago and was the capital of Raja Virat mentioned in the MahabharaUt. The Hindu 
population of the town still calls it ‘Viral ki Nagri’. 
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Geographical Location: The Gurdaspur is sandwiched between river Ravi and Beas. The district 
shares common boundaries with Palhankot district in the north. Beas River in the north-east, 
Hoshiarpur district in the south-east, Kapurthala district in the south, Amritsar district in the south 

west and Pakistan in the north west. 

As per Census 20II, the population of the district is 22,98,323 and the density of population is 649 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 895 and 79.95% people of the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view, District Gurdaspur is divided into 
four Tehsils:- 1. Gurdaspur 2, Batala 3. Dera Baba Nanak 4. Kalanaur 5. Dinanagar (Recently 

C reated). 

Gurdaspur: was founded by Guriya Ji in the beginning of 17th century. On his name, this city was 
named as Gurdaspur. He bought land for Gurdaspur from Jats ofSangi Gotra. Guriya Ji a Sanwal 
Brahmin of Kaushal Gotra belonged to a village Paniar, situated 5 miles north of Gurdaspur. The 

ancestors of Guriya Ji came from Ayodhaya long time ago and settled in Paniar. Guriya Ji’s 
grandson Baba Deep Chand was a contemporary of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. It is believed that Gum 
Gobind Singh Ji gave the title of Ganj Bakhsh (Owner Of Treasure) to Baba Deep Chand. The 
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descendants of Baba Deep Chand are known as Mahan t$. 

* Behrampur town is situated at a distance of 10 km, where the Mukbara of Bairam Khan is 
situated. 


• DInanagar (own, erstwhile capital of Maharaja Ranjil Singh is only 12 km from Gurdaspur city. 

* 127'" Annual Convention of the Worldwide Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was concluded at 


its Spiritual Head Quarter Qadian, District. Gurdaspur, Punjab in December. 2018. 

Batala: It was founded by Rat Ram Deo, a Bhatii Rajput from Kapurlhala. during the time of Bchlol 
Khan Lodhi in 1472 A.D. The spot first fixed upon for the city was considered unpropitious, and so, 

on the advice of astrologers, it was exchanged for that on which the present town now stands, hence 

the name Batala from ‘batta’ or ‘vatta’. The tomb of Ram Deo still exists in the town. 


Dcra Baba Nanak: is situated, on the banks of river Ravi, in the west of Gurdaspur, Guru Nanak 
Dev ji, the first Sikh Guru, settled and died near the village Pakhoke, opposite to the present town 
and named it Kartarpur (3kms from present Dcra Baba Nanak). Mata Sulakhni along with her two 
sans also lived here. Sri Chand and the Guru's other desccndents later on built a new town and 


named it Dera Baba Nanak after their great ancestor. Dera Baba Nanak is a historical town and has 
many lanes and houses that have been preserved since the lime of Guru Nanak. Two famous 
Gurdwara at Dera Baba Nanak are Sri Darbar Sahib and Sri Chola Sahib. 


Kalanaur: The Mughal emperor Akbar is said to have been enthroned in a garden near Kalanaur, a 
historically important town in the district. 


Table 9.16 Gurdaspur 


[Part of 

Jalandhar Division 

Neighbouring Districts 

Amritsar, Kapurlhala, Hoshiarpur and Pathankot ] 

Hehsils 
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, Founder of Gurdaspur 

Guriyaji 

Rivers pass through the district 

Beas and Ravi 

Places of Interest 

Sri Darbar Sahib and Sri Chola Sahib at Dera Baba Nanak: 
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Mukbara of Bchram Khan at Behrampur town 

Eminent Personalities 
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I’athankol District 


Crcatiom Pathankot is the 21“ district of Punjab and has been carved out from Gurdaspur. It was 
declared as district on 27 lh July, 2011. 

Geographical Location: The Pathankot district is the northern most district of Punjab state. It is 
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* 


located in (he foot of Siwalik Hills, ft internationally borders with the Narowal District of Pakistani 

Punjab. It also shares borders with the Kathua District of Jammu and Kashmir and Chamba & 

Kangra districts of Himachal Pradesh. The district shares common boundary with Gurdaspur in the 

south. The two main rivers, Dias and Ravi, pass through the district. 

Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Pathankot is divided into 
two Tehsils:- I. Pathankot 2. Dharkalan. 

Two Sub-Tehsils: Narot Jaima] Singh and Bamial 

Puritan ko(: Pathankot and its surrounding areas were the part of (he territories ofNupur. A musJim 
descendant of the rulers ofNupur, Sayed Khan, ruled the area till 1781. Pathankot is also mentioned 
in Ain-i-Akbari as the Pare ana headquarter. It is believed that Pathankot was a settlement of Pathans 


during the medieval times. 
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Sub-Tehsils 
Power Plants 


Narot Jaimai Singh and Bamial 
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Ranjit Sagar Dam Hydro Electric Project and U.B.D.C Power House 
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K nun rlli a hi District 


Creation: The Kapurthala district came into existence on 20 August 1948 on the formation of the 
Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU). In 1956 when the PEPSU was merged with the 
Punjab State, the area of the Kapurthala district became a pan of Punjab. 

Geographical Location: In the north it is bound by Hoshiarpur, Gurdaspur, and Amritsar districts, 
in the west by the Beas River and Tam Taran district, and in south by the Satluj River, Jalandhar, 
Ferozepur and SBS Nagar districts. 

The uniqueness about Kapurthala is that it is probably the only district in the country, one part of 
which (Phagwara) lies in the centre of another district (Jalandhar). 

The district is divided into two noncontiguous parts: 

1. Kapurthala, Sultanpur Lodhi & Bhulath Tehsils and 

2 . Phagwara Tchsi) 

As per Census 20 11 , the population of the district is 8,15,168 and the density of population is 499 
per Km\ The sex ratio of the district is 912 and 79.07% people of the district are literate. 


Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Kapurthala is divided into 
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fourTehsils:-1. Kapurthala 2. Bhulath 3. Sultanpur Lodhi 4. Phagwara. 

Kapur!halar The former Princely State of Kapurthala. located in the Jalandhar Doab of the Punjab, 

between the Rivers Satluj and Be as. is said to have been founded in the early part of the 11 ih 
Century, in the time of Sultan Mohammad of Ghazni, by Rana Kapur, the ancestor of the Ahluwalia 
Family and a cadet of the Royal f louse of Jaisalmer (Rajasthan). 

Kapurthala is a well-planned town and has beautifully laid out gardens. Shatimar Garden is said 

to have been designed by Sir Edward Lutines, who also designed the city of New Delhi. The unique 
Moorish Mosque, Panj Mandir, the stately Durbar Hall, the beautiful Kamera garden complex with 
the majestic rest house, Kanjli wetland bird sanctuary. Pushpa Gujral Science City etc. arc major 

places of tourist attraction in Kapurthala district. 

Phagwara: Phagwara founded by Shah Julian, is a thriving industrial town located on the G.T. road 
between Ludhiana and Jalandhar. Phagwara is home for the famed JCT mills, Sukhjit Starch mills, 
sugar mill and a large number of automobile spare parts manufacturing units, 

Sultanpur Lodhi: The tosvn is named after its founder, Sultan Khan Lodhi. who was a general of 
Mohammad of Ghazni in 1103 AD. Gurdwara Ber Sahib, the principal shrine at Sultanpur, is 
situated on the bank of the rivulet Kali Bcin. Guru Nanak performed his morning ablutions in the 
Bein and then sat under a Ber tree to meditate. Guru J i meditated at this tree daily for 14 years, nine 
months and 13 days. 


Table 9.18 


Kapurthala 



into Existence 
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1948 


Part of 


Jalandhar Division 


Neighbouring Districts 
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"■*- — JU- LtBk L 


pp m mm mb k "j ■ f. f» B _ J _ m 

Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, S.B.S Nagar, Ferozepur and Tam 
Taran 

Kapurthala, Bhulath, Sultanpur Lodhi and Phagwara 


i Founder of Kapurthala Rana Kapur 





i 


Founder of Phagwara 


Shah Jahan 


Founder of Sultanpur Lodh i Sultan Khan Lodhi 


Places of Interest 


Moorish Mosque, Shaiimar garden, Panj Mandir, the stately Durbar 
Hall, Kamera garden complex, Kanjli Wetland Bird Sanctuary, 
Pushpa Gujral Science City. 


Amritsar District 


Geographical Location: Amritsar district is the part of Jalandhar division. It lies in north of the 
state and is surrounded by Gurdaspur District in the north east, Kapurthala and Tam Taran Districts 
in the south. 
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As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 24,90,656 and the density of population is 931 
per Km 2 . The sex ratio of the district is 889 and 76.27% people of the district are literate. 

Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Amritsar is divided into five 

Tehsils:-1. Amritsar-1 2. Amritsar-2 3. Ajnala 4. Baba Bakala 5. Majitha (Recently Created). 
Amritsar: Amritsar is an important city in Punjab and is a major commercial, cultural and tourist 
centre. It is also the centre of Sikhism and the site of the Sikh’s principal place of worship. Amritsar, 
literally a Pool of Nectar, derives its name from Amrit Sarovar, the holy tank that surrounds the 
fabulous Golden Temple. 

Amritsar is not a very old city. It is a little over 400 years ago, when Guru Ram Das ji had a tank 
dug at this site granted to his wife by Emperor Akbar. When he became Guru, he moved to the 
neighbourhood of the tank and started building a town around it. The town which was destined to 
become the religious capital of the Sikhs, came to be known after him as ‘Guru Kn Chakk’ (the 
Guru’s village). Ramdaspur (the city of Ramdas) and then Amritsar (pool of ncctor). 

It is here that Sage Valmifci wrote the epic, Ramayana, Lord Rama anti Sita Mata arc believed to 
have spent their fourteen-year exile in Amritsar. 

Baba Bakala: Baba Bakala is very closely associated with Sltri Guru Tegh Bahadur. When the 


eighth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Har Kristian ji was on the death-bed due to small-pox at Delhi in 
1664 and his disciples expressed great anxiety about his successor, he said “Baba Bakala”, thereby 
hinting that his successor, the ninth Guru lived at the village of Bakala. There ts a Gurdwara in the 
sacred memory of the Guru. Guru Tegh Bahadur meditated at Bakala for full 20 years. He 
constructed a special cell for meditation where he used to sit in contemplation for hours. 


Places of Interest: 

1 . Golden temple (Harimandir Sahib): The Golden temple is located in the holy city of the Sikhs, 
Amritsar. The Golden temple is famous for its full golden dome, it is one of the most sacred 
pilgrim spots for Sikhs. Maharaja Ranjit Singh had the upper hall oi the building built with 
approximately 400 kg of gold leaf. The fourth Guru of Sikhs. Guru Ram Das had constructed a 
pool here, which houses the Golden Temple or Harimandir Sahib. To the south of the temple is a 
garden and the tower of Baba Alai. The Central Sikh Museum is atop the Clock Tower. The 
rugged old Jujube Tree in the north-west comer of the compound is believed to possess special 
powers. It was planted 450 years ago, by the Golden Temple's first high priest. Baba Buddha. 
Within the sacred precincts of the Golden Temple, devotees seek blessings at: The Akal Takht, 
Har Ki Pauri, Dukh Bhanjani Ber (Jujube Tree), Thara Sahib, Ber Baba Budha Ji, Gurdwara 
llachi Ber, Ath Sath Tirath, Bunga Baba Deep Singh. 

2, Durgiana Temple (Lakshnti Narain Temple): Built in the third decade of the 20th Century it 
echoes, not the traditional Hindu temple architecture, but that of the Golden Temple and rises In a 
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similar manner from the midst of a tank and has canopies and the central dome in the style of the 
Sikh temple. One of the greatest reformers and political leaders of resurgent India, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malviya, laid its foundation stone. It is a well-known repository of Hindu scriptures, 

3. Wagah Border: is the international border between India and Pakistan. The pomp and pageantry 
of the Beating Retreat and the Change of Guard within handshaking distance or the Indian and 

I- 

Pakistani forces makes it a charming spectacle. 

4. Jallianwala Bagh: The memorial at this site commemorates the 2000 Indians who were killed or 
wounded, shot indiscriminately by the British under the command or Gen Michael O’Dyer on 
April 13, 1919 while participating in a peaceful public meeting. 

5. Ram Bagh: Ram Bagh a beautiful garden, an accustomed listener to the Neighs of thousand 
horses, announcing the arrival of the statesman of the century Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780- 
1839) tire Lion of Punjab, has in its heart the summer Palace oT this great ruler. The garden was 
named by the ruler himself as a tribute to Guru Ram Das, the founder of the city. 

6 . Ram Tiratli: located 11 km west of Amritsar on Chogawan road, dates back to the period of 
Ramayana, Rishi Valmiki's hermitage. The place has an ancient tank and many temples. A hut 
marks the site where Mata Sita gave birth to Luv & Kush. The Ram Tirath Temple has Rishi 
Valmiki's hut and the well with stairs where Mata Sita used to take her bath. A four day fair is 
held here since limes immemorial starting on the full moon night in November. 

7. Samadhi or Guru An gad Dev Ji: About 30 km south east from Amritsar and within easy reach 
from Goindwal Sahib, is the Samadht of the second Gum. It was built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
in 1815 A.D. 

8 . Jama Masjid Khairuddin: Built by Mohd. Khairuddin in 1876, this masjid is a place of 
architectural beauty situated in the Hall Bazar. This is the holy place from where a call against 
the British rule was given by Tootic-c-I lind, Shah Altaullah Bukhari. 

9. Samatlh of Shravan: About 6 Kilometers from Ajnala near Jastarwal (earlier known as 
Dashrathwal) is located one of the oldest heritage spots in Amritsar. It belongs to die Ramayana 
period, a legend has it that Shravan lies buried here after he fell from the arrow of King Dashrath, 
the Lord of Ayodhya, The Samadh is situated on the banks of an old rivulet (Purani Dhab), 
Shravan had taken his blind parents on a wide-ranging pilgrimage by cradling them on his 

shoulder in a wooden device. 

10. Khoo Kalyanwala: When Mangal Pande blew the bugle of rebellion against the British in 1857, 
its echoes and shock-waves were felt in Amritsar also. A platoon of 400 soldiers stationed at 
Lahore rebelled against the British Government by fleeing their barracks. The deserted soldiers 
bravely swam across the flooded Ravi and reached Ajnala. The information was received by Mr. 
Fredric Cooper, the then Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar. On his order, ail of them were nut in 
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a coop-like room where almost 200 soldiers died of asphyxia. The rest of them were brutally shot 
dead the next morning and their dead bodies thrown in the we)) which is known as the 
Kalianwa)a Khoo in Tchsil Ajnala. 

11 . The Historical banyan Tree (Sbahccdl Bohr): This historical tree with massive girth and lush 
green canopy stands majestically in the Namdhari Shaheedi Samark against the majestic back 

drop of the northern boundary of Ram Bagh. The Four Kookas were hanged from this tree by the 

British Government in 1871 and they were hanged because they had reacted violently against the 
hawking of beef around the Golden Temple. 

12. Jagdev Kalan is related with the name of Muslim poet Hasham Shah, the famous author of 

Sassi-Punnu. in an era of Indo-Pak friendship, this village is a hotspot for mutual meeting-ground 

of interests, secular thinking and composite heritage. 

13. Kotti Sultan Singh about 32 kilometers from Amritsar, is the native place of Mohammad Rafi, 

the legendary singer of the celluloid world. 

14. Serai A manat Khan is a very charming and elegant structure situated in a small village south 
west of Amritsar, The Serai has a beautiful gate constructed in a Mughal style of architecture. 
The tomb of Amanal Khan is surrounded by four minarets. The mosque near the tomb is 

decorated with Persian verses. 

Table 9.19 Amritsar 


Part of 

Jalandhar Division 

Neighbouring Districts 

Tam Taran, Kapurthala and Gurdaspur 

Tehsils 

Amritsar-1 , Amritsar-2, Ajnala, Baba Bakala and Majitha 
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Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 

Places of Interest 

Golden temple, Durgiana Temple, Wagah Border, Jallianwala 
Bagh, Ram Bagh Garden, Ram Tirath Temple, Jama Masjid 


Khairuddin, Khoo Kalyanwala, Smadh of Shravan, The Historical 
Banyan Tree 

Fairs 

Ram Tirath Fair, Basant Panchami at Gurdwara Chheharta Sahib, 
Langoor Mela at Durgiana Temple 

Ranking 

2 nd Populous District 

2 Bd Highest (in terms of Density of Population) 
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l ai n Taran District 


lh 


Creation: Tam Taran district was formed as 19 district of Punjab in 2006. It was carved out of 
Amritsar district. 

Geographical Location: It is bounded by Amritsar district in the north, Kapurthala district in the 

cast, Pakistan in the west, and Ferozepur district in the south. The district head quarter is located at 

Tam Taran. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 11,! 9,627 and the density of population is 464 
per Kin*. The sex ratio of the district is 900 and 67.81% people of the district arc literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view. District Tam Taran is divided into 
fourTchsils:- I. Tam Taran 2 , Patti 3. Khadur Sahib 4. Bhikhiwind (Recently Created). 

Tarn Taran: Tam Taran Sahib was founded by the Fifth Sikh Guru, Sim Gum Arjan Dev ii. He laid 
the foundation of Sri Tam Taran Sahib Temple. The city has many historical Gurdwaras which 
include: Darbar Sahib Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Gurdwara Gum Ka Kliuh, Gurdwara Bibi Bhani Da 
Khuh, Gurdwara Takkar Sahib, Gurdwara Lakeer Sahib, Gurdwara Baba Garja Singh Baba Bota 
Singh, Gurdwara Jhulna Mahal and Tliatli Khara. The Gurdwara Sri Darbar Sahib, Tam Taran has 
the largest sttrovar (holy tank) in the world. Harike Pattan, the largest wetland in northern India falls 
in Tam Taran district. 

Khadur Sahib: founded by Gum Angad Dev ji, is a village in the district ofTam Taran, Punjab. 
Khadur Sahib has been sanctified by visits from eight of the Sikh Gums. Khadur Sahib is the sacred 
village where Guru Angad Dev ji the second Master lived for 13 years, spreading the universal 
message of Gum Nanak, Here he introduced Gumiukhi Lipi, wrote the first Gurmukhi Primer, 
established the first Sikh school and prepared the first Gutka of Gum Nanak Sahib’s Bani, U is the 
place where the first Mai Akhara, for wrestling, was established and where regular campaigns 
against intoxicants and social evils were started by Guru Angad Dev ji. The Stately Gurdwara here is 
known as The Gum Angad Dev Gurdwara. 

Patti: is a part ofTam Taran district. It was a rich area and was known as ‘Nau-lakhi Path’ - the 
name probably was allegorical to its revenue of nine lakhs. There is an old temple of Lord Shiva, a 
Jain Temple and a historical Sikh Gurdwara of Bibi Rajni. 

Other Important Town: 

Golndwal Sahib: well constructed in t6 ,h century by Gum Amar Das ji, is located on the banks of 
River Beas. After the renovation of the highway by Shcr Shah Suri, this ferry site became an 
important transit point. This led one Goinda or Gonda. a Marwaha Khatri trader, to plan establishing 
a habitation at the western end of the ferry. Thwarted in his endeavour by natural calamities which 
Goinda attributed to evil spirits, he repaired to Khadur to seek Gum Angad s blessing. The Gum ji 


140 




30 







Districts of Punjab 


deputed his devoted disciple. Guru Amar Das ji, to help Goinda. Guru Amar Das ji, who knew that 
track very well as he had been carrying river water from this place to Khadur daily for his Master’s 
ablutions, laid the foundation of a village which was named after Goinda. 

In 1552, Guru Amar Das constructed Baoli at Goindwal Sahib having 84 steps and made it a Sikh 

pilgrimage centre for the first lime in the history of Sikhism. 


Table 9.10 
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Creation: Rupnagar district was formed after the re-organization of the State on 1 November 1966. 
Geographical Location: It is situated on the bank of River Satluj. The district adjoins Hoshiarpur, 
S.B.S Nagar, Ludhiana, Fatehgarh Sahib and S.A.S Nagar Districts of Punjab. It was formerly 

known as Ropar. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 6,84,627 and the density of population is 489 

A 

per Km'. The sex ratio of the district is 915 and 82.19% people or the district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District Rupnagar is divided into five 
Telisils: 1. Rupnagar 2. Anandpur Sahib 3. Nangal 4, Cliamkaur Sahib 5. Morinda (Recently 
Created). 

Rupnagar: The town of Rupnagar is said to have been founded by Raja Rokeshar, who ruled during 
the 11 th century and named it after his son Rup Sen. 

The town of Rupnagar occupies a prominent place in the ancient and medieval history and has an 
importance in modem history too. Recent excavations suggest that Rupnagar was one of the oldest 
towns in the Punjab. The relics excavated from a mound, known as Nalagarh Tibbi reveal that the 
town had flourished in the past with a very advanced civilization and was a part of Harappan 

Civilization. 

It was here under a “Pcepal Tree” that a memorable meeting between Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
Lord William Bentick took place on 26lh October, 1831 during which various boundary issues were 
settled. The city lias many sites worth seeing in and around it, such as Head Works, Pincassia Boat 
Club, Treaty Place of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and Lord William Bcntick. Site of Indus Valley 
Civilization, Maharaja Ranjit Singh Bagh, Gurdwara Bhatha Sahib and Gurdwara Sadabarat. 
Anandpur Sahib: The town of Anandpur Sahib was founded by Guru Tcgh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh 
Guru. The Guru had left Baba Bakala in the Amritsar district and purchased the land from the Raja 
of Bilaspur. It was also at Anandpur Sahib that Kashmiri Pandits approached ninth Gum to save 
them from Mughal tyranny. Accepting their request, Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji left for Delhi to 
make Supreme Sacrifice. 

At Anandpur Sahib Great tenth Gum of Sikhs, Gum Gobind Singh it spent his early age. It was 
here that great Gum mastered the use of arms in Qila Anandgarh Sahib. 

The most important of the complex of shrines at Anandpur Sahib is Gurdwara Kcshgarh Sahib, 
which stands on the place where the "Ktialsa” was bom. It is regarded as one of the five sacred 
‘Takhts' or seats of Sikh religion. In 1699, on the Baisakhi day {30 lh March), Tenth Gum Gobind 
Singh Ji created Khalsa by baptizing five beloved Sikhs known as 'Panj Pyaras*. 


142 


6 Fm ttj pfa 


X 









* 


Districts of Punjab 


The Holla Mahal la of Anandpur 
Sahib is an outstanding festival of the 
Sikhs, which is celebrated with great 
pomp and show on the day following 
the Holi festival. 

The town has a number of 
Gurdwaras like Gurdwara Keshgarh 
Sahib, Gurdwara Manji Sahib, 
Gurdwara Sis Ganj, Gurdwara Bhora 
Sahib, Gurdwara Anandgarh Sahib 
and Gurdwara Mata Jito Ji associated 
with the ninth and tenth Gurus of the 
Sikhs. 

Anandpur Sahib, the birth place of 
Khalsa Eras also been developed as a 
tourist center. It has also been made 
‘■White City”. 

Chamkaur Sahib: Situated on the 
banks of Sirhind Canal, Chamkaur 
Sahib is at a distance of 16 km from 
Rupnagar. Guru Gobind Singh ji and 
his two elder sons along with 40 

followers had come to this place from 
Kolia Nihang. They came in the 
garden said to be of Raja Bidhi 
Chand. The Raja was not hospitable 
to the Guru and his followers. Then 
the Guru and his followers 
established themselves in portion of 
fortress in possession of two Rajput 
brothers. Shortly after, the pursuing 
Mughal forces attacked the fortress 
and two elder sons of Guru Gobind 
Singh ji. Baba Ajit Singh and Baba 
Jujhar Singh and some of his 


I 
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Virasat-e-Khalsa: 

Formerly known os Khalsa Heritage Memorial 
Complex) is o museum located at Anandpur 
Sahib * The museum Is intended to 
commemorate 500 years of Sikh history and 
the 300 th anniversary of the Khalsa, The year 
1999 marked the Tercentenary of the Birth of 
the Khalsa. To commemorate this event, the 
Chief Minister of Punjab 5. Parkash Singh 
Badol bid forth the outlines of a magnificent 
edifice to be known as Virosat - e - Khalsa of 
Sri Anandpur Sahib. Virasat-e-Khalsa is 
conceived as a repository of the rich heritage 
of the Khaiso, ifs firsfory and culture, so as to 
inspire visitors with the vision of the Gurus , 
emphasizing the eternal message of the great 
gurus for the whole mankind '« Contrary to the 

tradition of domes which crown the sacred 
Sikh sites, the roofs of the Museum are 
concave-shoped receptors facing the sky< 
Sheathed in stainless steel, they reflect the 
sun's fight towards the Gurdwara and the 
Fort * After thirteen years of construction it has 
been inaugurated on November 25 , 2011. 
There are two complexes at each side of a 
ravine, connected by a ceremonial bridge: 

The smaller western complex includes an 
entrance piazza, an auditorium with 400 
seating-capacity , two-story research and 

reference library and exhibition gollerles> 

The eastern complex contains a round 
memorial building as well os extensive, 
permanent exhibition space, consisting of two 
clusters of galleries that try fa evoke the 
fortress architecture of the region and form a 
dramatic silhouette against the surrounding 
cliff terrain . The gathering of the galleries in 
groups of five fleets the Five Virtues, a 
central tenet of Sikhism «. The building was 
designed by world acclaimed architect Mr* 
Moshe Saifde. 
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Administrative Divisions and Districts of Punjab 

followers died lighting. 

There are several Gurdwarns at this place marking the visits and halts of Guru Gobind Singh ji. 

Gurdwara Katalgarh Sahib also known as Gurdwara Shahidganj occupies a unique place among all 
the Gurdwarns located at Chamkaur Sahib. It is built at the site where Baba Ajit Singh and Baba 
Jhujhar Singh fell fighting against the Mughal Army. 

A big fair known as Shahccdi Jor Mela, lasting for three days is held in the month of December 
at Chamkaur Sahib to commemorate the martyrdom of (he elder sons of Shri Gum Gobind Singh Ji. 

Nangal; Situated at the feet of the Siwalik Hills, the city is surrounded by beautiful environment of 
hills, river and canals and is an important center for tourists visiting the district. 

It is divided into two parts, Nangal Township and Naya Nangal. The (own was named Nangal by 
acquiring land of three villages’ viz, Nangal Nikku, Hambowal and Dobhcta. It gained importance 
with the starting of the construction of Bhakra Dam on Satluj river in November, 1955. It is a 
flourishing township of tourist attraction due to (he mighty multi-purpose Bhakra Project which 

includes apart from Bhakra Dam, the Nangal Dam, Nangal Hyde! Channel, Ganguwal and Kotla 
Power Houses. 

Towards the north stands the beautiful township called Naya Nangal which serves mainly 
Fertilizer Complex of National Fertilizers Limited (NFL), a public sector undertaking of 
Government of India. The Nangal Fertilizer and Heavy Water Factory located here, started 
production in 1961 and is the single largest consumer of electricity from the Bhakra Power House. 

Overlooking the Nangal lake, Gurdwara Vibhour Sahib presents a majestic view, This Gurdwara 
is situated at a distance of 5 km from Nangal. Guru Gobind Singh ji is said to have mediated at this 
place. 

Other Important Cities: 

Kiratpur Sahib: Situated on the bank of river Satluj, Kiratpur Sahib is at a distance of about 10 km 
from Anandpur Sahib towards (he south, on the Nangal-Rupnagar-Chandigarh road. It ts sacred to 
the Sikhs and they immerse the ashes of their dead at this place. It has a long association with most 
of the Sikh Gurus. Gum Nanak Dev is said to have visited this place when it was tittle more than a 
wilderness. Gum Hargobind, the sixth Gum spent the last few years of his life here. The seventh and 
the eighth Gums were appointed at Kiratpur. The ninth and the tenth Gurus also had association with 
this place. There arc several Gurdwaras at this place like Gurdwara Charan Karnnal, Gurdwara Baba 
Gurdilta, Tomb of Baba Buddan Shah, Gurdwara Bavangarh, Gurdwara Patal Puri and Gurdwara 
Shish Mahat. 
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Table 9.11 

' Came into Existence 
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Ropar Division (newly created on 31 Dcc.2010) 


Neighbouring Districts 
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[ Founder of Ropar 
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Hoshiarpur, S.B.S Nagar, Ludhiana and Fatehgarh Sahib 
Raja Rokeshar 
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Ropar, Nangal, Anandpur Sahib, Chamkaur Sahib and Morinda 


Founder of Anandpur GuruTcgh Bahadur ji 


Sahib 
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Power Plant 
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Places o 



Guru Gobind Singh Super Thermal Power Plant 
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Gurdwara Keshgarh Sahib, Gurdwara Manji Sahib, Gurdwara Sis 
Ganj, Gurdwara Shahidganj at Chamkaur Sahib, Gurdwara Bhora 
Sahib, Gurdwara Anandgarh Sahib, Gurdwara Mai Jtlo and Virasat-e- 
Khalsa at Anandnur Sahib. 
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Shah cedi- Jor* 
Anandpur Sahib 


Mela at Chamkaur Sahib and Holla Mohalla at 
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SBS Najjar (Nawanshahr) District 


Creation: Nawanshahr district was carved out of Hoshiarpur and Jalandhar districts of Punjab in 
November 7, 1995 on the auspicious occasion of birthday of Sh. Guru Nanak Dev Ji as the sixteenth 


district of Punjab State. 

Chief Minister Punjab, S. Parkash Singh Badal on 27/09/2008, while addressing a stale level rally 
at Khatkar Kalan, to conclude the Birth Centenary celebrations of the great martyr Shahecd Bhagat 
Singh, made the announcement of changing the name of district from Nawanshahr to “Shahid 


Bhagat Singh Nagar". 

Geographical Location: Shahccd Bhagat Singh Nagar district is situated on the right bank of 
mighty river Satluj and is surrounded by five districts. The west border of the district touches 
Jalandhar, east border touches Rupnagar district, the northern border of the district meets district 

Hoshiarpur, and in south it touches Ludhiana and Kapurthala in north-west. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 6,12,310 and Hie density of population is 478 
per Km 2 , The sex ratio of the district is 954 and 79.78% people of (he district are literate. 
Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view, District SBS Nagar is divided into 


three Tchsils:- 1. Nawanshahr 2. Batachaur. 3. Bang a 

Nawanshahr: The town is said to have been built by an Afghan Military Chief, Naushcr Khan. 

S tuft a f*u njtCk ® 
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Administrative Divisions and Districts of Punjab 


Previously it was called ‘Nausar’ but with the passage of time, the town came to be known 
'Nawanshahr'. Nawanshahr has been the stronghold of the Ghorcwaha Rajputs. 

Balachaur: The town is said to have been originally held by Mahton Rajputs, There is a smadh 
named after Baba Balraj, a local saint, and il is held in great esteem by the people of the area. A big 

fair is held here annually on the following day of Diwali and wrestling bouts arc arranged. 

Other Important Town: 

Khatkar Kalan: is a village just outside Banga town in Shalieed Bhagat Singh Nagar district. This 
is the ancestral town of freedom lighter Bhagat Singh, after whom the district is named. The 
Shallccd-c-Azam Sardar Bhagat Singh Museum at Khatkar Kalan, Singh's native village, was 
opened on his 50th death anniversary. 

Tible 9 ji SBS Nagar (Nawanshahr) 


Came into Existence 

riBSSSSiB 
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Part of 



ame changed 
Tehsils 



Ropar Division 
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Neighbouring Districts Hoshiarpur, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Ropar 


As Shohced Bhagat Singh Nagar on 27/9/2008 
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Nawanshahr, Balachaur & Banga 
Naushcr Khan 


I ■ 
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Founder of 

Nawanshahr 


Places oflnterest Bhagat Singh Museum, Gurdwara Tabli Sahib, Gurdwara Charan Kanwal 
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Prominent Persons Shaheed Bhagat Singh (Khatkar Kalan), Yash Chopra, Amrish Puri 
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Ranking Lowest (in terms of Decadal Growth) 

2 nd Highest (in terms of Sex Ratio) 
l* Highest (in terms of Child Sex Ratio) 


S.A.S Nagar (Mohali) District 


Creation: S_A,S. Nagar District also known as Mohali, has been carved out of areas falling in Ropar 
and Patiala District as 18 111 District of Punjab on 14 lll April 2006. It is officially named after the eldest 
son of Guru Gobind Singh jt, Sahibzada Ajit Singh. 

Geographical Location: It is located in the north east part of Punjab and is part of Ropar division. 
Mohali, located to the West of Chandigarh, is almost a continuation of Chandigarh. To its north is 
Rupnagar district and to its south are Fatehgarh Sahib and Patiala. 

As per Census 2011, the population of the district is 9,94,628 and the density of population is 837 
per Km 3 . The sex ratio of the district is 879 and 83.80% people of the district arc literate. Mohali has 
recorded a maximum decadal growth (33.3%) in the decade 2001-2011 in the state. 


Punjab * 
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Districts of Punjab 


Administrative Divisions: From Administrative point of view District SAS Nagar is divided into 
three Teh si Is > I. Kharar 2. SAS Nagar (Mahali) 3. Dera Bassi. 

The important towns in the district are Kharar, Kurafi, Mohali, Banur, Zirakpur and Dera Bassi. 
World class Cricket Stadium (PCA) of international fame is situated at Mohali. 


• NIPER (National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research) is situated at Mohali, 

• Quark City is situated in the district of Mohali in the area of 51 Acres and includes a Special 
Economic Zone. 

• District Mohalt is emerging as an l.T Hub of North India. Some big companies like Quarks, Dell 
& TCS arc already in business and having their establishments in Mohali. 

• PTL (Punjab Tractor Limited) manufactures India’s first indigenous tractor under the brand 
Swaraj in Mohali. 

• ICJ Paints, the Godrej Group, Philips, SCL (Semiconductor Complex Limited) and PUNCOM 
are also situated in Mohali. 


• Ranbaxy Laboratories operates a manufacturing plant in Mohali 


• Fortis Healthcare Limited has also set up a Super-Specialty Hospital in Mohali. 


Tabic 9.23 

SAS Nagar 

Came into Existence 

2006 (as 18* district of Punjab) 

[ Part of 

Ropar Division 

Neighbouring Districts 
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Patiala, Fatehgarh Sahib and Ropar 
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KJiarar, SAS Nagar, Dera Bassi 

Official Name 

Sahibzada Aj it Singh (SAS) Nagar 

Industry and IT hub 

Quark city, Ranbaxy, PTL, Phillips, Godrej, Dell, TCS etc. 
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Places of Interest 
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Baba Banda Singh Bahadur War Memorial (Fateh Burj) 

Universities 

HllBlvi- flWpj 

Chandigarh University (Gharuan), Rayat Bahra University (Kharar) 
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Literacy: 2 nd Highest ~ 

Decadal Growth: Maximum 


Density of Population: 3 rd Highest 


Area: Smallest 
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Chapter 10 

Population 


10.1 Wliat is Population Census? 

A population census is the total process of collecting, compiling, evaluating, analyzing and 
publishing or otherwise disseminating demographic, economic and social data pertaining, at a 
specified lime, to all persons in a country or in a well delimited part of a country. 


10.2 History of Census: 

The earliest references of Census in India can be traced back to the Mauryan period in Kaultilya’s 
Arthasliastra (321*296 BC) and later during the.Mughal period in the writings of Abul Fazal (1595- 
96) in the ‘Ain-e-Akbari’. 

A systematic and modem population census, in its present scientific form was conducted non- 
synchronously between 1865 and 1872 in different parts of the country. This effort culminating in 
1872 has been popularly labeled as the first population Census of India. However, the First 
synchronous Census in India was conducted in 1881. The First census of Independent India was 
conducted in 1951. An unbroken chain of Censuses since then, gives the Indian Census a unique 
historical legacy unparalleled in the world. Census 2011 is the 15 lh Census in this continuous series 
from 1872 and the 7^ since independence. 


Table io.i 

Rig Veda 
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In India, the population Census is a Union Subject and the Census Act, 1948 forms the legat basis 
for the conduct of Censuses in Independent India. The Office of Registrar General and Census 
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Population 


Commissioner, India is an attached office under the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government of 
India, who is responsible for the conduct of Census in India. 


10.5 Census of India 201 1 (Final Population): 

Census 2011 covered 35 Statcs/Union Territories and 640 districts. There is an increase of 47 
districts as compared to Census 2001. The population of India at 0:00 hours of 1 11 March 2011, as 
per the final totals of Census 2011, is 1»21,05,69,573 compared to a total ofl ,028,618,821 in 2001. 
India in World Population: The estimated Global population in 2010 was 6908.7 million. India 
accounts for 17.5% of total population of World. At present, a little more than one out of every six 


persons in the world is from India 


Table so l 


Rank 


Population of Selected Countries 
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U.S.A 
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Japan 
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Source; Census of India 201 / 


Population Growth of India 


Table 10.3 


Census Years Decadal Growth 


Hi 


The population of India, at the turn of the 20 century, was 
only around 238.4 million. This has increased by more than A 
times in a period of 110 years to reach 1210 million in 2011. 
Decadal growth in Census Years: Sec Table 

2001-2011 is the first decade (with the exception of 1911- 
1921) which has actually added lesser population 
compared to the previous decade. 

It is significant that the percentage decadal growth during 

2001-2011 has registered the sharpest decline since 
independence. It has declined from 23.87% for 1981-91 to 
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Population 


21,54% for the period of 1991-2001. a decrease of 2.33% points. For 2001-2011, this decadal 
growth has become 17,70%, a farther decrease of 3.94% points, 

* In absolute terms, the population has increased by more than 182 million during the decade 2001- 


2011. The growth rale of population in India in the last decade is 17.7% (Rural- 1.3% and Urban- 
31.8%). Meghalaya has recorded the highest decadal growth rale in rural population and Daman 
& Diu the highest decadal growth rate in urban population during 2001-2011. 

Table 10.4 India Statistics 

Total Population 

12l.06Crores 

Males 

62.33 Crores 

Females 
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58.76 Crores 

Rural ( 68 . 8 % total 

83.37 Crores 


37.71 Crores 
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Decadal Growth Rate of Population 

17.7% 

Density of population (Persons per square Km) 


[ Sex ratio (Females per 1000 males) 
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Sex ratio (Rural) 

949 ‘ '! 
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Sex ratio (Urban) 

929 

Child Sex ratio (0-6 years) (Females per 1000 males) 
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■mi 

Literacy (Total Persons) (Percent) 

73.0 

Male Literacy (Percent) 

80.9 

■ Female Literacy (Percent) 

64.6 

Urban Literacy (Percent) 
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84.1 
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Rural Literacy (Percent) 

67.8 □ 
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Population: Slates anti Union Territories: 

Uttar Pradesh continues to be the most populous state in the country with almost 200 million people 
living here, which is more than the population of Brazil, the fifth most populous country in the 

world, 


While Uttar Pradesh (199.81 million), Maharashtra (112.37 million), Bihar (104.09 million). 
West Bengal (91.27 million) and Andhra Pradesh (84.58 million) have all held on to the top five 
slots in terms of their ranking in 2011 as compared to 2001, Madhya Pradesh (72.63 million), which 
has moved on to take the sixth position from its seventh position, pushing Tamil Nadu (72.15 
million) now to the seventh spot. A little more than six of every ten Indians live in one of these 
seven states. 
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Table 10.5 Highest/Lowest States & U.Ts In India 


Population (Highest) 

. _ ^ H ^ - BB f . J 

l n Uttar Pradesh (19.98 Crores) 

2 nd Maharashtra (11 >24 Crores) 

3 rd Bihar (10.4 Crores) 

mh ■ » c- — ■ ■■ » a = j Sh ■■ ■■ '' ™ " 


{ Pop ulati on (Lowe st) ~j' Lakshadweep (64473) 


S ex ratio (H ighest) 

Kerala (1084) 

— i 

Sex ratio (Lowest) 

Daman and Diu (618) 


[ Child Sex ratio (Highest) Mizoram (970) 

■ 

Child Sex ratio (Lowest) * .. 

Haryana (834) 

; -_»T. - . ■ ‘ i 

Decadal growth rale of population (Highest) 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

Decadal growth rate of population (Lowest) 

Nagaland (-0.6%) 


Literacy Rate (Highest) 

Kerala (94%) 


Literacy Rate (Lowest) 

Bihar (61.8%) 
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Literacy Rate (Highest) (Males) _ . .j 

Kerala (96.1%) 


Literacy Rote (Lowest) (Males) 

Bihar (71.2%) 

Literacy Rate (Highest) (Females) 
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Kerala (92.1%) 
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Literacy Rate (Lowest) (Females) 

Bihar (51.5%) 


Density of Population (Highest) 

Delhi (11320 persons per Sq. Km.) 


[Density of Population (Lowest) 

Arunachal Pradesh (17 persons per Sq. Km.) 



Snurre: Census of fadw 20f} 


• Uttar Pradesh has the largest rural population of country’s total rural population. 

• Maharashtra has (lie highest urban population of country’s total rural population. 

• Meghalaya has recorded the highest decadal growth rate in rural population and Daman & Diu 

the highest decadal growth rate in urban population. 

• Delhi turns out to be the most densely inhabited followed by Chandigarh in all StatcsAJTs. 

Among the States, Bihar occupies the first position with a density of 1106, 

» Himachal Pradesh has die largest proportion of rural population in relation to total population of 
the state and Delhi has the highest proportion of urban population in relation to total population 

of the stale, 

• Kerala has recorded the highest sex ratio in respect of Total population. Rural population and 
Urban population, 

• The lowest sex ratio in rural areas has been recorded in Chandigarh and the lowest sex ratio in 

urban areas has been recorded in Daman & Diu. 

• Delhi has recorded the lowest and Chhatlisgarh the highest child sex ratio in rural areas. 

• Haryana has recorded the lowest and Puducherry the highest child sex ratio in urban areas. 






























































































Population 

• In terms of proportion, the Scheduled Caste population constitutes 16,6 % of the total population 
in India, 

• The highest proportion of Scheduled Castes has been recorded in Punjab (31.9%) and the lowest 
in Mizoram (0.1%). 

• The highest number of Scheduled Castes has been recorded in Uttar Pradesh and the lowest in 
Mizoram. 

• In terms of proportion, the Scheduled Tribe population constitutes 8.6 % of the total population 

in India. 

• The highest proportion of Scheduled Tribes has been recorded in Lakshadweep (94.8%) and the 
lowest in Uttar Pradesh (0,6%). 

• The highest number of Scheduled Tribes has been recorded in Madhya Pradesh and the lowest in 
Daman & Diu. 


10.4 Census of Punjab 2011 (Final Population): 

• The population of Punjab at 0:00 hours of I st March 2011, as per the final totals of Census 2011, 
is 27,743,338 compared to a total of 24,358,999 in 2001. Total population comprises 14.64 
million males and 13.10 million females. 

• Punjab is a small state having an area of 50362 Km 2 which is 1.56% of the total area of India. 
According to 2011 Census, there lived about 2.29% of people oflndia in Punjab. 

• Punjab is 15 1 ' 1 most populous state of India. 

• Punjab (551) is more densely populated as compared to all India average (382). 

• Ludhiana (978) is the most densely populated district of Punjab, 

• Ludhiana with the population of 34.99 lakhs is the most populated district and 13amala (5.96 
lakhs) is the least populated district in the state, 

• Punjab has recorded a decadal growth rate of 13.9% during 2001-2011 as compared to 20.10% in 

1991-2001. 


• Sex ratio in Punjab has increased from 876 in 2001 to 895 in 2011. The sex ratio is highest in 
Hoshiarpur. 

• Child Sex ratio of population in the age group 0-6 years in Punjab has increased from 798 in 

2001 to 846 in 2011. 


Punjab with a literacy rate of 75.84% ranks 21“ in the country. Male and Female literacy rates are 
80.44% and 70.73% respectively. 

Hoshiarpur remains the most literate (84,59%) district in Punjab. 
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Tabic ia.6 


Punjab Statistics 


Total population 

Male population 
Female population 
Rural population 
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Literacy rate 
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Ma te literacy 
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Female litcrac 


277.43 lakhs 

146.39 lakhs (52.8%) 
131.04 lakhs (47.2%) 

173.44 lakhs (62.52%) 

103.9 9 lakhs (37.48%) 
75.84% 

80.44% 
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Sex ratio (no. of women per 1000 males) 

Child sex ratio (0-6 age group) 

Growth rate (decadal) (2001-20 L1) 
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Religion Wise Papulation: 

Sikh 



846 




13.9% 
551 
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59.91 % 


Hindu 

36.94 % 

Muslims 

1.57% 

Christians 

1.20 % 

Others 

0.38 % 


Scheduled Caste Population 
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Percentage of S.C to Total Population 
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8860179 
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Tabic 10.7 

Most Literate District 
Least Literate District 
Most Populated District 
Least Populated District 
Largest District (Area Wise) 
Smallest District (Area Wise) 
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Highest Sex Ratio 
Lowest Sex Ratio 
Highest Child Sex Ratio 
Lowest Child Sex Ratio 


District Statistics 


| District with Highest Population Density 
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District with Lowest Population Density 
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Max. Decadal Growth of population 


Hoshiarpur (84.6 %) 

Mansa(6L8%) 

Ludhiana (34.99 Lakh) 

m a 

Bamala (5,96 Lakh) 
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Ludhiana 

SAS Nagar (Mohali) |HHI 
Hoshiarpur (961 per 1000 males) 

Bathinda (868 per 1000 males) _ 

SBS Nagar (Nawanshahr) (885 per 1000 males) 
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•' Tam Taran (820 per 1000 males) 

| Ludhiana (978 persons/Km 2 ) 



Muktsar (348 pcrsons/Km 2 ) 
SAS Nagar (Mohali) 
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Min. Decadal Growth of population 
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Max. Literacy (among males) 
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[Max, Literacy (among females) 


SBS Nagar (Nawanshahr) 



Hoshiarpur 

Mans a 
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[ Min, Literacy (among females) 

One Tehsil in Punjab which doesn’t have Urban Khadur 
population 

Source: Census of Mia 20 N 
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Note; Districts Pathankot and Fazilka have been created on dated 27 July 2011, Thus the Census 
information of these two districts are not available, rather the information related to these districts 
are included in their respective original districts. 





























































Economy is the capacity of a country to produce goods and services and 
Economic Growth is the increase in production ofgoods and services. 


ii.i Tlie State of the Economy: 

Punjab is predominantly an agrarian Slate. Through green revolution in the 60's, Punjab took a 
major stride in increasing its productivity of food grains, especially of wheat with a yield of 49.0 
Qtls. per hectare and rice with a yield of 41.31 Qlls, per hectare during 20 18-19. It has contributed to 
the central pool significantly towards strengthening India's self-sufficiency. Punjab ranked first 
among stales in contribution of wheal and rice to central pool for the year 2017-18. The total 
contribution of rice and wheat to the central pool has increased from 188.40 lakh tonne in 2010-11 to 
235.39 lakh tonne during 2017*18 consisting of 118.33 lakh tonne of rice and 117.06 lakh tonne of 
wheat. 

However, at present, economy of Punjab is facing its worst financial crisis. Industrial sector of 
the Punjab is growing at a slower rate vis-a-vis national economy and other major states. Agriculture 
sector which is the backbone of the rural population is facing its worst crisis due to large 
indebtedness, the day-to day suicides committed by the farmers and wide spread use of drugs in the 
rural areas. Although state contributes major share of rice and wheat to the national pool yet the 
agriculture has become non- profitable activity for small farmers who are under huge debt. Present 
Government must take innovative steps to augment state finances and contain unproductive 
expenditure, 

GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product) and Growth Rate: 

• As per advance estimates, GSDP (Gross Slate Domestic Product) at current prices is estimated to 
grow at 8.99% in the cuncnt fiscal year (2018-19). 

■ As per advance estimates, GSDP at constant prices is estimated to grow at 5.93% in the current 
fiscal year (2018-19). 
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• During Ihe year 2017-IS, the GSDP at current prices grew at 10,68% over the provisional 
estimates of 2016-17. 

• During the year 2017-18, the GSDP at constant prices grew at 6.27% over the provisional 
estimates of 2016-17. 

• During the year 2017-18, the GSVA (Gross State Valur Added) at constant prices from Primary 

Sector which comprises mainly of agriculture and livestock activities registered a growth rate of 

4.27%. 

• During the year 2017-18, the GSVA at constant prices from Secondary Sector which covers the 
manufacturing, construction and electricity sectors, registered a growth rate of 5,38%. 

• During the year 2017-18, the GSVA at constant prices from Tertiary Sector (which comprises of 
trade, transport, banking and insurance and public administration etc,) registered a growth rate of 
7.12%. 


Tabicn.i Sectoral Share in GSDP (at constant prices) 



Share (in percentage) 

Primary Sector 

l—-- , - -- i 

“30.81% . . 

Secondary Sector: 

25.40% 

Tertiary Sector: 

* lit* -rn M iflLsJK iLk. .m ILk. ^1 m BbTLs— i Mm 

43.79% 


Per Capita Income: 

• The per capita income of the Slate at current prices has increased from Rs 128321 in 2016-17 to 
Rs 141552 in 2017-18 showing a growth rate of 9.46% and is likely to be Rs 153061 for 2018- 
19, registering a growth rate of 8,13%, 

• Punjab state is at 10 th position among all the states in India in terms of Per Capita Income. 

Fiscal Consolidation: 

• The Fiscal Consolidation path for all states is recommended by the I4 lh Finance Commission and 

FRBM Act. The State was required to limit its fiscal deficit within 3% of its GSDP. 

• Unfortunately, the State has failed to achieve this target. The fiscal deficit was at 12.30% of the 
GSDP at end of financial year 2016-17, which has decreased to 3.41% in 20J8-19 and likely to 
be at 3.40% in 2019-20. 

• The 14 th Finance Commission (FC) in its recommendations has increased the share of Punjab in 
central taxes from 1.389% to 1.577%, 

■ The State was to achieve a zero revenue deficit from the year 2011-12 onwards. However, 
Reduction in revenue deficit remains a challenge for the State Government in the wake or the 
implementation of the 5 lh Punjab Pay Commission recommendations which saw a significant 
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_ The State of the Economy _ 

increase in its committed expenditure on salaries and pensions, 

* Revenue Deficit was at 1.70% of the GSDP at the end of financial year 2016-17, which has 
increased to 2.30% of GSDP in the year 2018-19, which is likely to decrease to 2.02% in 2019- 
20 . 

Public Debt: 

■ Growing debt is a serious problem for the State Government. The outstanding public debt of the 
state is continuously increasing since 2012-13. It was Rs. 195978 crore in 2017-18 and has 
further increased to Rs. 211523 crore in 2018-19. It is likely to be increased to Rs. 229612 crore 
in 2019-20. which is 39.74% of GDP. 

Annual Budget Size: 

• The total budget size for the year 2019-20 is Rs. 1,58,493 crore. However, the effective budget 
size is Rs. t ,26,493 crore as the above figure contains a budget provision of Rs. 32000 crore 
towards Ways and Means Advance transactions for the current year. The total Receipts are 
expected to be Rs. 1,54,170 crore. 
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How the Money Flows (As per Budget Estimates for 2019*20): 


Public Debt 
excluding Ways 
and Means 
Advance 
26% 


G rant sin-Aid 
from Centre 
17% 


Rupee Comes From 





State's Own Tax 
Revenue 
35% 



Share of Central 
Taxes 13% 



State’s Own Non 
Tax Revenue 
9% 


Capital 

Expenditure 


Repayment of 
Public Debt 
excluding Ways 
and Means 
Advance 
11 % 


Rupee 



To 


Other Revenue 
Expenditure 
31% 



Advances of Loans 

1 % 


Pension and 

Retirement 

Benefits 

10 % 


Share of Central 
Taxes 13% 
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11.2 Agriculture: 

Agriculture Is the mainstay of Punjab's economy, Jt has always remained central to the economic 
development of the State. Majority of the population lives in villages where main occupation of the 
People arc agriculture. As per Census 2011,36% of the total workers depend on the agriculture. 

In Punjab mainly the two cereal crops wheat and rice arc grown in rotation during the year. 
Other than wheat or rice, some quantity of maize, barley, cotton, sugarcane, gram, sunflower, 
groundnut etc, are also grown but only in small areas. The main fruit grown in Punjab is kinnow 
produced in Malwa region. Mango, guava, ber arc also produced in some areas for the state’s own 
consumption. The only major vegetable produced in the state is potato and other main vegetables 
produced are cauliflower, lady finger, tomatoes, carrot and rad ish. The total production of vegetables 
is small as compared to the overall consumption within the state. The main sources of irrigation are 
canals and tube wells. The Rabi or the spring harvest consists of wheat, gram, barley, potatoes and 
winter vegetables, The Kharif or the autumn harvest consists of rice, maize, sugarcane, cotton and 
pulses. 

At present, 82% of total geographical area of the Slate is under cultivation and the cropping 
intensity is 189% with 99,9% of the cultivable area being under assured irrigation. Indian Punjab is 
called as ‘The Granary of India’ or ‘India’s Bread and Basket’. The total cultivable area of the State 
is 4.2 million hectares, which constitutes only 3% of the net area sown in the country. This small 
area produces 19% of wheat, 10% of rice, 10% or milk, 20% of honey, 48% of mushroom &. 5% of 
cotton in the country. Punjab ranks 7th as gross producer of wheat in the world, it generates third 
marketable surplus after Canada and Australia which is about one tenth of the global trade in wheat. 

In the case of rice its market surplus is S"* 1 only to Thailand, 

Through green revolution in the 60*s, Punjab look a major stride in increasing its productivity of 
food grains, especially of wheat with a yield of 49.00 Qtls. per hectare and rice with a yield of 41,31 
Qtls. per hectare during 2018-19. It has contributed to the central pool significantly towards 
strengthening India’s self-sufficiency, Punjab ranked first among slates in contribution of wheat and 
rice to central pool for the year 2017-18. The total contribution of rice and wheat to the central pool 
has increased from 188.40 lakh tonne in 2010-11 to 235.39 lakh tonne during 2017-18 consisting of 

118.33 lakh tonne of rice and 117.06 lakh tonne of wheat. 

Although the agriculture sector is instrumental in ensuring national food security, but the vibrant 
agriculture sector of Punjab is in deep crises and facing serious challenges. The main concern before 
the agriculture sector is over exploitation of scare water resources. As irrigation facilities have been 
over used to increase agriculture production of the stale mainly wheal and paddy, the ground water 
has decreased drastically since the last few decades. Greater focus on R&D, crop diversification and 
rural non-farm activities is needed to restore the fast waning glory of this sector. 
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Two other main concerns arc: (I) high incidence of debt on farmers which has resulted in 
farmer’s suicides and (2) Paddy straw management in view of dense air pollution caused by paddy 
straw burning in the paddy season. The Stale Government is trying to address these issues as high 
priority agenda. 

Overview of the Agriculture Sector: 

• As a concomitant of growth, the share of agriculture and allied sector in Gross Slate Value 
Added (GSVA) has been rapidly declining over the years. The share of agriculture and allied 
sector in GSVA which was 30.80% in 2011-12 has declined to 25.59% in 2017-18 (as per quick 
estimates) and is likely to be 24.40% in 2018-19 (as per advance estimates). This is indicative of 

a shift from agriculture to other sectors of the economy, causing real agriculture wages to rise in 
recent years. 

• The agriculture at constant prices (2011-12) is likely to record a negative growth of 2.71% in 
2018-19 (A) as compared to the growth of 3.26% in 2017-18 (Q). 

• The growlh in agriculture sector is slowing down as cropping intensity and irrigation potential 
have already been fully exploited and the growth in productivity has also reached a saturation 
point. Ocsidcs, farmers arc not ready (o take risk due to assured returns of wheal and rice and 
very few advances have taken place in R&D in this sector. Most of the growth is generally due to 
increase in MSP (Minimum Support Price) of wheat and rice every year than due to increase in 
production. 

• Punjab’s status in contribution to Central Pool in 2015-16: 

Wheat: 37.97% (First among all the states) 

Rice: 30.98% (First among all the states) 

• Punjab ranks 7 ,h as gross producer of wheat in the world. Punjab generates 3 rd largest marketable 
surplus after Canada and Australia, which is about one tenth of the global trade in wheat. In case 

of rice, its marketable surplus is 2 nd only to Thailand. 

• Indian Punjab is called as ‘The Granary of India’ or ‘India’s Bread and Basket’. 

• The Total Cropped Area in the state is 7825000 Hectares. 

• The Net Area Sown (area under cultivation) in the state is 4125000 Hectares. 

• 99.9% (4124000 Hectares) of the net area sown is irrigated. 

• The Cropping Intensity which depicts the percentage of gross area sown to net area sown is 
189%, 

• Punjab is the largest consumer of chemical fertilizers in the country. The consumption of 
chemical fertilizers (NPK) has been increasing steadily in the State, It has increased to 237 Kgs 
per Hectare in 2017-18. 
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Major Agriculture Crops (Aren Wise) 

Major Agriculture Crops (I reduction Wise) 

l First: Wheat 

First: Wheat 

Second: Rice 

Second: Rice 

Third: Cotton 

Third: Sugarcane 

Fourth: Other Cereals 

Fourth: Cotton 

Fifth: Sugarcane 

Fifth: Other Cereals 

Green Revolution: 


Green Revolution is the term used to describe the attempt to significantly increase crop production 
and crop diversity. In the 20 lh 


century. 


modem 


scientific 


research for agriculture, led to 
dramatic yield breakthrough in 
the developed countries. The 

yield was further increased 
through modern plant breeding, 
improved agronomy practices 

and development of inorganic 
fertilizers. But these advances 

were much slower in developing 

countries. The scenario was — —— — 

further worsened as the population was growing at high rates so by the mid — 60s, hunger and 

malnutrition were wide spread especially in Asia. 


Green Revolution at Global level: 

The term Green revolution was first used In 
1908, by former United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) Director, 
'William Gaud' who characterized it with the 

spread of new technology in the field of 

agriculture and intending product/on manifold. 


In India, the first effort to fight against 


About Norman Borlaug: 



which was first 


starvation was through the introduction of high | He was on American agronomist, who got 

Nobel prize in 1970, credited with saving 
over a billion people from starvation, 
involved the development of HYV of cereal 
grains, expansion of irrigation infrastructure, 
modernization of management techniques, 
distribution of hybrid seeds, synthetic 
fertilizers & pesticides to farmers. 


yield crop varieties of 

introduced to India in 1963 by American 
agronomist, Dr Norman Borlaug, who is known 
as 'The Father of the Green Revolution' 

The introduction of high yielding varieties of 
seeds and the increased use of chemical fertilizers 

and irrigation led to increase in production needed to make India self suflicient in food grain. 

Punjab and Green Revolution; In 1961 when India was on the brink of mass famine, Norman 
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Bortaug was invited to India by the Adviser to the Indian Minister or Agriculture C. Subramaniam. 
Despite many of hurdles, the Ford Foundation and Indian Government collaborated to import seeds 
from the 'International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CiMMYT). Punjab was selected by 
the Indian government to be the first site to try new crops because of reliable water supply. So from 
here India began its own Green Revolution programme of plant breeding, irrigation development and 
financing of agrochemicals. Soon India adopted IRS, a semi dwarf rice variety developed by the 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) which gave ten times the yield of traditional rice. So it 
was dubbed as ‘The Miracle Rice’. 

Agriculture technology through Green Revolution and Food security: 

Green Revolution spread technology that already existed but had not been widely implemented 
outside industrialized nations. The technologies included: 

1 . Modem irrigation projects, 

2. Access to synthetic Nitrogen fertilizers and pesticides. 

3. Development of improved crop varieties which are called High Yielding Varieties (HYV), which 
have higher Nitrogen absorbing potential than other varieties and by further improving their 
genome by Crossbreeding Technology. 

The first HYV of Rice IR8, developed by Indian Rice Research Institute was created 
through a cross between an Indonesian variety named 'Peta' and a Chinese variety *Dee-geo- 
woo-gen’, 

i 

4 . Introduction of Double Cropping System: Double Cropping System means, instead of one crop 
season per year, a system of two crops per season was introduced which was further supported 
through huge irrigation systems. Huge dams were built to arrest large volumes of natural 
monsoon water and efficient irrigation technologies were adopted. 

Statistical Results of Green Revolution: 

1. Green revolution resulted in a record grain output of 131 million Tons in 1978-79. This 
established India as one of the world's biggest agriculture producer, 

2. Yield per unit of farm land improved by more than 3ft% from 1947 to 1979. 

3. The crop area under HYV grew from 7% to 22% of total cultivated area during the ten years of 
Green Revolution. More than 70% of wheat area, 35% of rice crop area and 20% of millet and 
com crop area used HYV seeds. 

Economic Results of Green Revolution: 

1 . Since crop area under high yield variclics needed more water, marc fertilizers & chemicals. This 
spurred the growth of local manufacturing sector. Such industrial growth created new jobs and 
contributed to the country’s GDP. 

2. The increase in irrigation created need for new dams to harness monsoon water. The water stored 
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was used to create hydro'cleclric power. This in turn boosted industrial growth, created jobs and 
improved the quality of the life of the people in villages. 

3. India paid all bank loans it had taken from the World Bank and its affiliates for the purpose of 

Green Revolution. 

4. Green Revolution created plenty of jobs not only for agricultural workers but also for industrial 
workers by the creation of lateral facilities such as factories and hydroelectric power stations. 

Limitations of Green Revolution: 

Green revolution has certain drastic effects on environment, local flora and fauna as described 
below: 

1. Reduction in Soil fertility: Since there were quick and drastic changes in the pattern of land use, 
the area under wheat was almost doubled and under the rice was increased five folds, so a drop in 
cultivation of leguminous crops is reported. As a result, soil fertility was depleted. Moreover the 
repealed cropping of wheat and rice drained the vital nutrients of soil thus making it infertile and 
increasingly dependent in chemical fertilizers. 

2. Increase in Soil Toxicity: Over use of pesticides, fungicides and rodcnticidcs have led to 
increased introduction of excess quantity of trace elements in an ecosystem. The toxic elements 
such as lead, boron, fluorine etc. cause nervous disorders, blood disorders, genetic changes and 
formation of cancerous tissue in the body. Many pesticides arc now suspected to cause birth 
defects, several abnormalities and reproductive problems. 

3. Loss or Genetic Diversity: Green revolution introduced monoculture of wheat and rice, which 
replaced the crop rotation patterns. For increased production, only dwarf varieties of wheat & 
rice are grown, which affect the native rice and wheat and the local flora is either lost or depleted. 

4. Salinization and Desertification: Salinization is (he result of water logging. Over irrigation 
brings salts to the surface, leaving behind salt residue when water evaporates. Due to Salinization 
and water logging, desertification is being caused, rendering the soils infertile. 

5. Conversion or Transformation of grass land to agricultural land creates ecological imbalance 
because grassland is the habitat of some specific flora and fauna, which cannot survive in 
agricultural land. 

Overall Green Revolution for many countries including India, particularly Punjab has mixed 
effects. On one hand it represented successful adaptation and transfer of scientific technology in 
agriculture, but also had disastrous effect on native flora and fauna. Such negative environmental 
impacts are still to be adequately redressed. 
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Stale Government Initiatives for Agriculture Sector: 

• To strengthen agriculture research, the Government of India in collaboration with the Borlaug 
Institute for South Asia (B1SA) has set up an experimental site for wheat and maize in 
Ludhiana. It would give fillip to research in new areas and help the state in achieving new 
productivity levels. B1SA is a collaborative effort involving the International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

• To catalyze the process of improving the sustainability and economic viability of farming, the 
Government of Punjab organized a four day long Progressive Punjab Agriculture Summit in 
February, 2014 at SAS Nagar. The Government signed ten Moll’s entailing an investment of Rs. 
2600 crore in different fields of agriculture, food processing, biomass and renewable energy, 

• The Punjab Government has enhanced the compensation for loss due to natural calamity from 
Rs. 2000 to Rs. 5000 per acre. 

• Klieti Bliawnn lias been set up at Mohali. All the offices of department of agriculture and allied 
departments have been housed in this Bhawan. 

• To strengthen the institutions of rural credit, all the 20 District Cooperative Central Banks 
(DCCBs) are being amalgamated with the Punjab State Cooperative Bank. 


Crop Diversification in Punjab: 

Extensive dependence of Punjab farmers on intensive wheat and rice cultivation has led to adverse 
environmental consequences in the form of rapid ground water depletion and soil degradation. 

Moreover the changing consumption patterns of households towards high value horticulture product 
like vegetables & fruits, dairy products and animal products, are new profitable alternatives to 
farmers. 

State Government Initiatives for Crop Diversification Sector: 

The State Government is making Following special efforts to encourage crop diversification in the 
Stale: 

A comprehensive Crop Diversification Plan (CDP) is being implemented in the slate. Emphasis 
is being laid on diversification in Maize. Sugarcane. Farm-forestry, and Cotton by providing 

various incentives to farmers to make agriculture more economical. 

The Punjab Agro Food grains Corporation PAFC has been successfully bringing increasing area 
under basmati, Hyola, Sunflower, Malting Barley and Maize through contract fanning. 

To promote maize crop under crop diversification programme and its smooth marketing, 3 maize 

dryers of 64 ton and 5 maize dryers of 16 ton capacity have been installed in maize growing areas 

■ 

to facilitate the marketing by farmers. 
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• A scheme to encourage crop diversification through development of horticulture is being 
implemented. Five citrus estates have been set up and new varieties of citrus fruits arc being 
supplied to the fanners. 

• The Punjab Mandi Board has established 19 specialized Cotton Mandis with all facilities like 

grading labs, farmer information centres etc. 

• A Centre of Excellence on Colton is being established at Bathinda and Cotton Mechanization 
Program has been launched at Malout. 

• To motivate farmers to adopt different subsidiary occupations like bee-keeping, poultry farming, 
dairy farming, mushroom cultivation, vegetable growing etc., the state government has abolished 
VAT on raw honey and bee keeping equipment which earlier attracted tax rale of 6.05%. 

• In order to promote piggery in the state, the state government has also abolished VAT on pig 
feed. 

• Cooperatives play a crucial role in the development of agriculture and allied sector of Punjab. 
The sugar cooperatives have successfully contributed to crop diversification in the State by 
increasing the area under sugarcane. The current falling prices of sugar have caused financial 
difficulties to the cooperatives, making it difficult for them to pay the farmers on time. Thus, 
Punjab Government has allocated Rs 350 crore for support to sugar cooperatives for making 
timely payments to cane growers. 


I f orlicultu re: 


Punjab enjoys sub-tropical monsoon climate having hot dry summers and cool dry winters, which is 

* 

suitable for cultivation of wide range of fruits like citrus, mango, grapes, peach, ber, guava etc. 


• Production and Area Wise: 

1 st highest: Vegetables (other than Potatoes) 

2 nd highest: Potatoes 
3" 1 highest: Fruits 

• Only vegetables that arc currently being processed are potatoes and tomatoes for chips and sauce. 

• Kin now- comprises nearly 50% of Punjab’s fruit production. 

• Citrus is successfully grown in arid irrigated and sub mountain zone of Punjab, mainly in 
Ferozepur, Muktsar & Hosbiarpur districts. Ferozepur district is leading grower of citrus in 

Punjab. 

State Government Initiatives for Horticulture Sector: 


* The state government is taking initiatives like strengthening of citrus estates, establishment of 


Lichi and Pear estates and technology dissemination and training in horticulture to fanners. 
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• The Punjab Stale Government has established following horticulture Estates: 

1. Citrus Estates: Five Citrus Estates in Punjab are: Abohar in Fazilka district Taliwala Jatlan 
in Fazilka district, Bajwara & Bhunga in Hoshiarpur district and Badal in Muktsar, 

2. Grape Estate: Maur Mandi in Bathlnda district, 

3. Lichi Estate: Sama in Gurdaspur district. 

• Punjab State Horticulture Marketing Board is being setup in the state to promote 
development of Citrus, Guava, Litchi & Pear fruits. 

• Hi-tech vegetable seed ling-nurseries have been proposed for Patiala, Attari (Amritsar) and Bir 
Charik (Moga). 

• A modem AC Fruit and Vegetable market has been set up at Mohali by Punjab Mandi Board. 

• The Punjab Government has proposed to set-up a Multi Product Mega Food Park in 200 acres 
of land at Ladhowat. 

• A Centre of Excellence for Citrus has been set up at Khanaura, Hoshiarpur in collaboration 
with Government of Israel, 

• A Centre of Excellence for Vegetable Cultivation has been set up on 15 acres of land at 
Kartarpur, Jalandhar in collaboration with Government of Israel. 

• A Centre of Excellence Tor Potato has been set up at Dugri (Jalandhar) under Indo-Dutch 
Agreement. It is proposed to modernize existing cold stores which have bunker system in the 
next 3 years. 

• To standardize and demonstrate the world class floriculture technology a Centre of Excellence 
for Floriculture is being established at Doraha, Ludhiana under the Indo-Dutch work plan. 

• Potato Seed Village Scheme: The state government has launched Potato Seed Village Scheme 
with an objective to realize the potential of Punjab as a hub for seed potato in the country and to 
improve the quality of seed potato and expand the area under seed production, A dedicated state 
agency with a mandate to develop, maintain and operate a potato seed traceability system will 
also be notified to support our potato seed farmers. 

• An Integrated Facility for Fruits find Vegetables is being set up by Punjab Agri Export 
Corporation Limited (PAGREXCO) at Abohar for the benefit of the fruits and vegetables 
farmers. This facility shall make available Washing-Grading-Packing Line for carrot, Individual 
Quick Freezing (1QF) unit, Dehydration of fresh Fruits & Vegetables unit and carrot harvester 
and pneumatic planter etc, and enhance the shelf life, conserve the quality of perishable 
commodities, balance the harvest cycle with the marketing cycle and enable agriculture 
diversification. 


Horticulture Estates: The stale government has announced to convert the 5 Citrus Estates to 
Horticulture Estates by covering more crops which are normally cultivated in that area in the 
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same notified areas, with an abjective to optimize the utilization of resources and infrastructure 
already created, 


Allied Sectors (Animal Husbandry, Dairy and Fishery): 

The allied activities of agriculture like animal husbandry, dairy & fishery have in recent years, 
become an independent economic activity. 

Animal Husbandry; 

Animal Husbandry plays an important role in the slate’s rural economy. This sector has great 
potential for boosting the agricultural income of line farmers in the stale. Being labour intensive in 
nature, animal husbandry sector is instrumental in providing gainful self - employment opportunities 
to unemployed rural youth and poorer sections of the society. To boost this sector, following steps 


are being taken by the Punjab Government: 


Goatry 


3 new veterinary polyclinics have been constructed in Pathankot, Bamala and Fazilka. 

Special efforts are being made for development of sheep, pig and poultry in the slate. 

A new veterinary college is being established at Rampuraphul in district Bathinda, 

Guru Angad Dev Veterinary & Animal Sciences University (GADVASU), Ludhiana is playing a 

leading role in creation of skilled man-power for fishery, poultry, piggery, artificial insemination 
and dairy. The infrastructure of GADVASU is being strengthened. 

Punjab Veterinary Vaccine Institute, Ludhiana is being upgraded as per GMP norms. 

Government Piggery Farms Nabha (Patiala) has been upgraded. 

Two new pig breeding farms have been established at Hoshiarpur and Gurdaspur. 

Three new Goat breeding farms at Kotakpura (Faridkot), Kulemajra (Patiala) and Mattewara 
(Ludhiana) are being modernized and strengthened. 

The slate government is also implementing a special stale plan scheme for Animal Husbandry 
Extension and Training Programme with a view to generate employment opportunities for 
unemployed educated youth for self employment in rural areas. 


Dairy Development; 

Punjab is one of the leading producers of milk in the country with dairy production of 295 lac litres 


per day. The per capita availability of milk in Punjab is H82 gm per person 


is three 


times higher than the country's level. To boost this sector, following steps are being taken by the 
Punjab Government: 

The state government is laying special thrust on education and training of farmers for diverting 
them towards commercial dairy farming with a special focus on improving quality of milk and 
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value addition at farm level by providing dairy entrepreneurship training and assisting farmers in 
establishing commercially viable units of dairy farming. 

• The subsidy is being provided for setting up Automatic Milk Dispensing Units. 

■ For renting out costly machinery five Dairy Service Centres are being established. 

• To improve the breed of cattle and enhance milk production 4.25 frozen semen straws have been 
imported from America & Canada. 50,000 straws of sexed semen were also imported. 

• For Breed improvement. Cattle Breeding Farm at Rauni, district Patiala has been established and 
Semen Bank Nabha is being upgraded. 

• To conserve indigenous Saliiwal cattle breed, a project at a cost of Rs 30 crore, under National 
Goku! Mission has been approved by the Government of India and ‘Gokul Gram' at Bir Dosanjh 
in Nabha tehsil of Patiala district is being set up. 

• One new Dairy Training and Extension Centre has been established at Sangntr. With addition of 
Sangrur Centre, the State now has nine Dairy Training and Extension Centres. 

• Under National Programme for Dairy Development, Milkfed Punjab is implementing big projects 
at milk union Bathinda, Jalandhar and Amritsar. Main components of these projects are new Ice 
Cream Plant at milk union Bathinda, Milk Powder plant at Jalandhar and increasing processing 
capacity of milk union, Amritsar. 

• A New Cattle Feed Plant is being set up at Kapurthala at a cost of Rs, 13 crore, equipped with 
latest techniques and energy efficient equipment that will reduce the fuel cost by minimum 20%. 

• The state government has decided to set up New Dairy Units in the state for sustainable livestock 
and employment generation in the year 2019-20. 

Fisheries: 

Fisheries sector has been recognized as an income and employment generator to the farming 

community. During 2018-19, 37210.17 acres total water area has been brought under fish culture. To 

boost fish culture in Punjab, following steps are being taken by the state government: 

• Special efforts are being made to bring saline affected water logged areas of the south west 
districts of Punjab viz Sri Muktsar Sahib, Fcrozcpur, Mansa, Fazilka and Faridkot under fish 

culture. 

• A Regional Research Centre of ICAR Bhubaneswar is being established at village Jodhpur 
Rumana, district Bathinda. 

• Modem hygienic wholesale fish markets has been set up at Ludhiana and the same type of 
markets would be set up at district Bathinda and Amritsar. 

• One new retail fish market is being established at district Patiala for which land has already been 
acquired by Punjab Mandi Board, 
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11 Fish Feed Milts are being established al various Government Fish Seed Farms of the State 
with financial assistance under R.K.V.Y and Blue Revolution Scheme. 


• One new fish seed farm is being established in Mansa district. 

• Six re-circulatory aqua culture systems for high density fish production and 15 solar power 
support systems at government seed farms are also being established. 

• Under the Blue Revolution Scheme, five soil and water analysis and fish disease diagnostic 
laboratories are being established in state at various government fish seed farms. 


Farmers: 

The high incidence of debt among farmer households mainly due to falling of real farm income is 
the most important are of concern. As per the latest survey conducted by P.A.U Ludhiana, about 
5000 farmers and farm labourers have committed suicides during last 10 years. 

Rural debts in Punjab estimated to be Rs. 35,000 crore, have assumed the proportions of a grave 
human tragedy. As per NSSO survey, nearly half the farm households in the country are facing debt 
burden. The number of indebted farm households in Punjab was 66%, third highest in the country 
after Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, 

State Government Initiatives Tor Farmers: 

• The Punjab Settlement of Agriculture Indebtedness Act, 2016 has been enacted. 

• Crop Loan Waiver Scheme: Based on the interim report of the Experts Group headed by Dr. 
T. Haque, the State Government has introduced Crop Loan Waiver Scheme in the Stale, to waive 
the entire crop loan up of small and marginal farmers (up to 5 acres) having loans up to Rs 2 
Lakh. The government is providing a relief of Rs. 2 Lakh to the remaining marginal farmers (up 
to 2.5 acres) irrespective of the amount of loan. About 10.25 lakh farmers ore expected to be 

covered under this scheme. 

• Suicide Ex-Gratia to Kin Raised: The State Government has increased ex-gratia payment to 
families of farmers in case of suicide by farmer, from Rs 3 lac to Rs 5 lac. 

■ Free Power Subsidy: Free power subsidy is being provided to the farmers, 

• Interest Free Crop Loan: The state government has proposed to provide interest free emp loan 
ofRs 50,000 per crop to small and marginal farmers having land holding up to 5 acres. Interest 
burden of 4%. up to Rs 50,000 of loan amount, which was earlier being borne by the farmers, 

will now be borne by the state government, 

• Insurance Cover under Bliagat Puran Singli Sell at Blnta Yojana: The slate government has 
decided to provide insurance cover to approximately 11 lac farmers in the state under Shagal 

Puran Singh Sehat Bima Yojana, As per the scheme an insurance cover of Rs 5 lac is provided to 
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the family in case of death or disability of head of the family. The family is also entitled to free 
medical facility up to Rs 50,000 per year under the scheme. 

• Farmers Provident I'und-cum-Pcnsion Scheme: To provide secure and stable income to 
farmers so as to reduce cases of fanner suicides, the state government has proposed to introduce a 

new Fanners Provident Fund-cum-Pension Scheme where government will make a matching 

annual contribution. The beneficiary will pay an annual contribution for at least 10 years. On 
attaining the age of 60 years, farmer will be paid monthly pension equivalent to the interest on 
the accumulated corpus. This scheme will be administered through Punjab State Cooperative 
Bank through its various branches. 

* Kisan Vikas Chamber, Moliali: To bridge the gap between the farmers and the policy makers 
and to redress the problems faced by the fanning community, government had sd up Kisan Vikas 
Chamber in Mohali district. This chamber would be managed exclusively by the farmers and will 
act as a voice of the farmers for flagging the issues related to development of agriculture and 
allied farming sectors. An allocation of Rs 20 crore is proposed for this purpose. 

• Punjab Farmers Commission is being reconstituted, strengthened and reorganized as a 
statutory body to provide for farmers rights and frame policy. 

* Realizing the loss of income to the framers due to uncertainties of weather, the Government has 
decided to increase rate of compensation (Khnrabn) from the present level of Rs 8000 crore to 

Rs 12000 crorc. 

* The State Government has decided to constitute a Committee uniter the Chairmanship of 
Farmer’s Commission to study the insurance schemes relating to agriculture sector and for 
settingup of a Punjab Agriculture Insurance Corporation in the Stale. 

* Abolition of Kurki; The State Government has repealed Section 67-A by amending Punjab 
Cooperatives Societies Act, 1961 to abolish sale (kurki) of land to recover the arrears. 

• Soil Health Cards and Labs: To assist the farmers in maintaining soil fertility through balanced 
application of fertilizers, soil health cards have been prepared and distributed to the farmers after 
testing their soils. 

• Crop Residue Management: The State has designed a practical and achievable action plan for 
Crop Residue Management. The Government has made it mandatory to attach Super Straw 
Management System (SMS) with self-propelled combine harvester. The Government has also 
taken an initiative to provide the requisite machinery to tackle the problem of stubble burning 
through its Primary Agriculture Cooperative Societies. Such machinery is being provided to the 
fanners at a subsidy of 50% to individual farmer and up to 80% on custom hiring centres. 
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11.3 Irrigation: 

Punjab has very well developed and integrated river system and wide spread 14500 kms long canal 
system. This system is more than a century old. Punjab Irrigation department was established in 
184S during British period. After partition, Indus Water Treaty restricted India's right oT usages to 
only three eastern rivers i.e ; Sailuj, Beas and Ravi. Such a wide range and well established network 
of canal system proved to be a major contributor in the grand success of Green Revolution in Punjab. 

Presently almost alt area available for cultivation is irrigated in Punjab. The net area under 
irrigation in Punjab is 4125000 Hectares ant) 99 , 9 % of the net area sown is irrigated. The main 
sources of irrigation in the state are Tube Wells followed by canals. 

# TubeweNs: 71% 

* Canals: 29% 

About 71% of irrigated area is under tube well irrigation. High dependence on tube wells for 
irrigation has led to depiction of ground water level in the state. The rapid and .continuous increase in 
groundwater extraction and cropping intensity resulted in steady decline in (he depth to groundwater 
in Punjab, Approximately 70% area constituting Central Punjab is facing continuous ground water 
depletion. Out of 22 districts of Punjab, there are 12 districts whose fall of water level is beyond 25 
meter. These districts are SAS Nagar, SBS Nagar, Roopnagar, Palhankot, Fatchgarh Sahib, 
Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Patiala, Sangrur, Bathinda and Mansa, Thus over exploitation of 
ground water has become a serious cause of concern. 

The Government of Punjab has accorded high priority to revamping the canal network in the 
state. The main focus is to reduce dependence on underground water and utilize surface water for 
irrigation purposes by increasing the canal capacity, lining of unlined water courses and construction 
of low cost dams in hilly areas. 

The Slate Government Initiatives Far Conservation or Water and Soil in the State: 

For conservation of its precious natural resources like water and soil, apart from regular soil and 
water conservation activities, various steps arc being taken by the state government. These are: 

Punjab Preservation oF Sub-Soil Act, 2009: has been successfully implemented in the state. 
Under this act, paddy transplantation before 15 !l1 June has been banned. The act has shown 
positive benefits to cheek over-exploitation of ground water. 

Scheme for Rain Water Harvesting in the State: is being implemented in the kandi area of the 
state to accelerate ground water recharge for the replenishment of depleting water level. 

Soil and Water Conservation on Watershed basis in Kandi nop project Areas: The scheme 
is basically meant for undertaking soil and water conservation works in Kandi tract of the state. 
The major interventions include Drainage Line Treatment, Gully Control, Rainwater Harvesting, 
In-situ Moisture Conservation, Stream bank erosion control and Development of Micro Water 
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Resources in the Kandi non-projccl area. 

Resource Conservation through Loser Leveler: The scheme is aimed at conservation of on- 
farm irrigation water through fine leveling of fields. These laser land tcvclers arc being supplied 
to the farmers on subsidy. 

Specific schemes have been launched for conservation of ground water. This includes 
introduction of zero tillage technique, micro irrigation scheme, drip and sprinkler irrigation 
system and recharge of ground water through construction of check dams on small rivulets in 
Kandi area and underground pipeline system for canal based irrigation. 

Mission Directorate of Groundwater Management has been established to take all possible 
measures to save our groundwater and plan for future of water in the stale. 

Cleaning (he Buddha Nullah: The state government has set up a district level task force under 
‘Satguru Udhay Singh Ji Namdhari Sampordha* and have also made a comprehensive action plan 
to bar the flow- of untreated water or any other source of pollution into Budha Nallali directly or 
indirectly. 

Under the lncentivisalion Scheme for Bridging Irrigation Gap (ISB1G) of the Government of 
India, work of correction of system deficiencies of canals of 12 projects having total area of 
12,49,257 hectare is being completed in 2019-20. 

Shahpurkandi Dam Project: The work on Shahpurkandi Dam Project, long halted due to the 
intervention of Government of Jammu and Kashmir has now resumed from December 2018, The 
Government of India has also approved the revised cost of the project to the extent of Rs. 2716 
crore. This project has been included in the list of 99 important projects under Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY). The sharing pattern of this project has been revised from 60:40 

to 86:14, benefitling the slate to the extent of Rs. 145 crore. The project is expected to be 
completed before December 2022 which will also generate around 207 MW of clean power. 
Announcements made in Budget of Punjab 2019-20 Tor Irrigation and Soil and Water 

Conservation are: 

Rs. (976,75 crore (by Government of India) and Rs. 200 Crore (by Government of Punjab) - for 

relining of Rajasthan Feeder Canal and Sirhind Feeder Canal projects. 

• Rs. 19 crore - for a special Lift Irrigation Scheme with an objective to boost agriculture and 
availability of water in Sri Anandpur Sahib. 

Rs, 207 crore - for construction of Shahpurkandi Dam. 

• Rs. 18.12 crore - for instal lation o f 36 alternate Deep Tube wells to bring 1800 hectares of barren 
land of Kandi Area under tube well irrigation. 

Rs. 100 crore - for other projects to tackle water logging and floods in the state. 

Rs. 4.38 crore - for the cleaning and upkeep of Buddha Nallah. 
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11.4 Rural anti Urban Development: 

The State Government Initiatives far Rural Development; 

• The Punjab Government has bundled ‘Mukli Mantri Pendu Vikas Yojana’ in 20)5. The 
scheme envisages comprehensive development of villages through provision of basic amenities. 

• Integrated Watershed Management Programme (1WMP), now Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayce Yojana (PMKSY) is being implemented in the Slate of Punjab to conserve and 
develop the natural resources of the land like soil and water, vegetation and its proper utilization 
for agriculture and to enhance the livelihood opportunities of landless community at village level. 
This scheme was initiated during the year 2009-10 in Punjab. 

• The state government has notified a policy for providing 5 Marla Plots (125 Sq, Yard) to the rural 
households from the village common land. Houses for BPL families are being constructed under 
the Indira Awas Yojana. 

« Under Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, the Gram 
Panchayats have succeeded in enhancing livelihood security to the people in rural areas, Kusla 
Gram Panchayal of District Mansa has been adjudged as one of the eleven best in the country for 
work done under NREGS. The daily wage rates have now been increased from Rs,l84 to Rs. 210 
in the state. The stress is on creation of meaningful and productive assets under the scheme. 

• Rural Mission: The state government has started Rural Mission to improve rural infrastructure 
for socio-economic development of rural population. The mission aims to fill the gaps in rural 
infrastructure in rural areas by creating school buildings, health dispensaries, dharamshabs. clean 
drinking water, sports facilities etc. and create pollution free environment in rural areas. 

• Common Cremation Grounds; To strengthen brother-hood in villages, the state government is 
setting up common cremation grounds complete with all basic amenities, instead of separate 
cremation grounds. 

• Smart Village Campaign: Smart Village Campaign has been bunched with the aim oT 
providing better facilities and strengthening the infrastructure in the rural areas. The villages arc 

being developed with facilities like 4G connectivity, solar street lights, sewa kendras, sewerage 
and drainage facilities, bank branch and model school etc, Rs. 2600 Crorc has been earmarked 
for this scheme in 2019-20. A rewarddneentive is also being provided to the village panchayats 
which excel in Smart Village. 

• Mahatama Gandhi Sarbat Vikas Yojana (MGSVY): The Government has launched the 
Mahatama Gandhi Sarbat Vikas Yojana (MGSVY) to converge its efforts, otherwise scattered in 
various schemes, into an umbrella scheme aimed at the welfare of (he down trodden and the 
under privileged sections of the society and reaching out to those at the bottom of the pyramid. 
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The scheme aims at ensuring inclusive growth of the distressed sections of the society. 

• Solid Waste Management: The state government has decided to introduce a scientific way of 
collection, sorting and disposal solid waste in rural areas. The state government has decided to 
implement the project on a 'pilot' basis in villages where sufficient funds are available in the 
form of Own Sources of Revenue (OSR). 

• Liquid Waste Management; The state government has decided to introduce a scientific way of 
treatment of sullage water is essentia) for ponds situated in villages. The state government has 
decided to implement the project on a 'pilot basis' in villages where sufficient funds are available 
in the form of Own Sources of Revenue (OSR). A pilot project for restoration of ecology of 79 

village ponds of Bhawanigarh block, District Sangrur, was successfully undertaken, covering all 
the gram panchayats of this block. A primary treatment unit based cm Secchcwal Model is being 
provided at the inlet of the pond which will help in reducing Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
to a considerable level. Further, the ponds are being divided into 2-3 parts so as to make it fit for 
irrigation. 

• Punjab Pendu Awas Yojna (PPAY): The state government has decided to provide the roof to 
all the poor and houseless families with an annual income of less than Rs. 3.00 lakh and 
houseless freedom fighters living in the rural areas in the first phase under the new scheme - 
Punjab Pendu Awas Yojna (PPAY). 

• Digitisation of Village Database: For an effective planning & implementation, the state 
government has decided to survey and prepare digital map of villages for determination of details 
of streets and drains etc. and their ground levels. 

The State Government Initiatives for Urban Development: 

• Punjab Urban Development Mission: Under Punjab Urban Development Mission, the state 
government is providing 100% basic civic amenities like water supply, sewerage, sewage 
treatment plants, roads, street lights, parks, parking spaces, roads and flyovers and solid waste 
management etc. Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board has been restructured 
comprehensively with the aim to put it on professional pedestal and for bringing qualitative 
changes in the delivery system. 

• AM RUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation): AMRUT is aimed at 
upgrading urban infrastructure such as water supply, sewerage, seplage, urban transport and 
green parks in the 16 cities of Punjab with population of more than i Lakh. Rs. 700 crorc has 
been earmarked during 2019-20 for this purpose. 

• New Chandigarh: The state has developed ‘New Chandigarh’ on an area of approximately 
15,000 acres on the concept of smart city. As New Chandigarh is located in close proximity to 
Chandigarh. It is being planned to ensure that it finds a place among the best planned cities in the 
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world. The city, in the foot hills of Siwaliks, will be a green / eco city with app. 30% of the are3 
as green area. The city will have a unique and world class medical and educational infrastructure. 

• Medicity: Medicity on an area of approximately 250 acre land is being developed near 
Mullanpur in Mohali by state government with an approximate project cost of Rs.7QD crore. This 

Medicity will comprise of world class multi-specialty hospitals along with medical colleges and 
medical research institutes. The land has already been allotted to Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital 
and Research Centre, which is under the Department of Atomic Energy, GgvL of India, Max 
Healthcare Institute, Chaitanya Hospital, Jindal 1VF Nursing Home and Grewal Eye Institute. 
Rest of the land will soon be made available to medical hospitals and institutes of repute. 

Edu City: To develop the human resource in the state, an education city is being planned on an 
area of approximately 1600 acre with a cost of Rs. 4,000 crore in New Chandigarh, Mullanpur. 
This education city will have educational facilities of international standards from school age to 
research level including branch campuses of leading international universities. 

IT City: To generate employment in the state, an IT city on an area of approximately 1700 acre 
in close proximity to International Airport at SAS Nagar is being developed by GMADA. Land 
has already been allocated to leading IT companies The IT city will generate thousands of jobs in 
the coming years. 

Smart Cities: The Smart Cities Mission (SCM), with an objective to promote cities that provide 
core infrastructure and offer a decent quality oT Life to its citizens through a clean and sustainable 
environment and application of ‘Smart' Solutions, the Government of India has launched the 
Smart Cities Mission (SCM) covering 100 cities and three cities of Punjab have been selected 
namely Ludhiana, Amritsar and Jalandhar to be developed as smart cities under this mission. 

C1TIIS (Cities Investments to Innovate integrate and Sustain) Challenge: C1TI1S is the main 
component of the ‘Program to fund Smart City projects through a Challenge Process' launched 
by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in July 2018, C1T11S aims to foster sustainable, 
innovative and participatory approaches to build projects within the Smart Cities Mission. 

Under the CITIIS component, up to 15 projects are being selected through a challenge process in 
100 Smart Cities. This selected Smart City project will be provided financial assistance in the 
form of grant and technical support in the form of tailor-made mentorship (expertise), over a 
period of three years. 

Amritsar Smart City Limited's Project “Development of Sustainable and Green Public 
Transportation" has been selected from Punjab in the Cities Investments to Innovate Integrate 
and Sustain (CITIIS) Challenge. This project aims at providing experience of Sustainable and 
Green Public Transportation to the citizens through a fleet of E-mini buses, E-lhrec wheelers and 
E-rickshaws. Adequate charging infrastructure for the E-vchicIcs shall also be created. 
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New Urban Estates: The State Government is developing new residential urban estates and 
industrial estates at various places in the state, including Hoshiarpur, Jalandhar, Amritsar and 


Ludhiana. 

• Under the Swachlt Bharat Mission (Urban), the state government's main focus is to make 

urban areas Open Defecation Free (ODF). All the 167 Municipal Towns/areas of the state have 

declared open defecation free on 02-10-2018. 

• Amritsar is being developed as IT and Knowledge Hub. 

• Software Technology Parks of India is establishing STPI facilities and Statc-of the Art incubation 
facility at Amritsar. 

• City Bus Service has been started in Ludhiana, Jalandhar and Amritsar, 

• Affordable Houses for All: The Punjab Government is taking initiative to provide houses to the 
economically weaker section (EWS) in the state. 10,000 Houses for EWS are being constructed 
with central assistance of Rs. 1,50 lakh per house under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban) and balance funds and land is being provided by the state government. 

• Punjab Shchri Awas Yojana (PSAY): The state government has notified the Punjab Shchri 
Awas Yojana (PSAY) to provide free housing to houseless SC/BC families having household 
annual income less than Rs. 5 lakh and to provide subsidized housing to all urban poor/poor 


residing in the slums as well as urban middle class. 

HRIDAY (Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yojana): The Ministry of Urban 
Development, Government of India has launched National Heritage City Development and 
Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) scheme of 21 s1 January, 2015 with a focus of holistic 
development of 12 identified heritage cities in India. The scheme is being implemented in 
Amritsar (one among the 12 identified cities). The scheme supports development of core heritage 
in fras true hire projects which shall include revitalization of urban infrastructure around heritage 
cities identified by Ministry of Culture (Government of India) and State Governments. These 
initiatives shall include development of water supply, drainage, sanitation, waste management, 
approach roads, footpaths, streetlights, electricity wirings, landscaping and citizen services. 

Punjab Urban Environment Improvement Programme (UEIP): The programme aims at the 
development and improvement in the quality of environment of all 167 ULBs of the State, The 
urban local bodies arc being funded for undertaking works ranging from construction and 
maintenance of roads, streets and drains, street lights to garbage disposal and construction and 

maintenance of parks. 


• Digitization Of Master Plans: Punjab has pioneered in digitization of revenue based Master 
Plans, To bring uniformity in the zoning regulations and development controls of Master Plans of 
various cities/towns of the State, unified zoning regulations and development controls have been 
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notified. 

• Municipal Development Fund (MDF); The State Government is providing assistance to the 
urban local bodies through the Municipal Development Fund (MDF) for infrastructure 
development related to provisioning of roads, streets, drains etc, in urban towns. 

The Slate Government Initiatives for Water Supply ami Sail it at ion: 

Presently, 98% of rural population has been covered with supplies of potable drinking water. 

• The Punjab Government has notified ‘Punjab State Rural Water and Sanitation Policy — 
2014’. The main aim of the policy is to provide: 

a) 100% coverage of all households in rural areas of Punjab with at least 70 iped of potable 
water, supplied through 24 x 7 piped and metered individual water supply connections and 
, b) To ensure that 100% rural households have access to and use safe sanitation facilities that 

does not contaminate the environment, particularly ground water, 

• The World Bank has approved the ‘2 nd Punjab Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project' - 
to improve rural water supply and sanitation services and service delivery arrangements in the 
state, spread over six years (2015 - 2021) with a total cost of Rs. 2200 crore. 

• The State Government is emphasizing on transformation of the Rural Water Supply sector in 
Punjab by focusing on enhanced hours of supply and providing 100% piped water supply to 
every rural house. Accordingly, State Government has decided to provide piped water connection 

to each household by March 2019. 

• To provide safe drinking water to the citizens, the Punjab Government has set up 2311 R.O 
systems in rural areas of the slate and another 193 R.O systems arc being set up during 2018-19 . 

• Under Swach h Bharat Abhlya n (Gramin) Program me, the state go vemmem has committed to 
provide individual household toilet for every household in the state by 2018. The Government is 
providing an incentive of Rs 12000 under this scheme. The Stale Government has decided to 
provide additional incentive of Rs 3000 from state resources to every household in rural areas 
who are without toilet to construct a toilet of their choice and stop open defecation. 

■ Swachh Punjab, Swasth Punjab: The Slate Government has launched Mission ‘Swachh 
Punjab, Swasth Punjab* in rural areas of state to achieve the goal of clean and healthy state by 
ensuring that all house hold in the villages have access to clean and safe water supply and 
achieve freedom from open defecation. 

• 24x7 surface drinking water schemes for Amritsar, Ludhiana, Patiala and Jalandhar are being 
implemented with support from the World Bank & Asian Development Bank. 

• Har Ghar Safari, Har Char PanS: The State Government is committed to ensure 100% coverage 
of rural households with individual household connections from piped potable water supply 

schemes by 2021. 
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11.5 Energy Sector: 

“The most important single factor contributing towards economic growth is ova ilab Uity of power" 

Rudder Dutt 

Energy plays a vital role in the development of the overall economy of the State. In the state of 
Punjab, not only the Industrial Sector but the Agriculture Sector is also heavily dependent on power. 
Adequate and reliable availability of power is indispensable for sustained growth of the economy. 
Energy can be obtained from two sources: 

1. Renewable: hydropower, bio-gas, solar, wind, gco-thcrmal and tidal power. 

2. Non- Renewable: coal, oil and gas. 

As there arc no coa! mines or oil wells and there is no geo-therma! & tidal power available in 
Punjab, the state is mainly dependent on thermal, hydel and solar power. In Punjab, the consumption 
of electricity has been the highest in the industrial sector followed by the agriculture sector and 
domestic sector. 


Electricity: 

■> 

Presently, total installed capacity for electric power generation in the state is 4087 MW. Respective 
figures for Hydro and Thermal are 2327 MW and 1760 MW in 2018-19. 

The Government of India has initialed reforms for liberalizing the power sector in the country 
to contain T&D tosses, burgeoning subsidy burden and rampant corruption and for improving 
overall efficiency by making every' individual accountable. The enactment oflndian Electricity Act, 
2003 was the first step in this direction. 

Joining the league of other states in India, regarding implementation of Power sector reforms, 
Punjab Government has also unbundled Punjab Slate Electricity Board (PSEB), which was a 

statutory body formed on 01/02/1959 responsible for Generation, Transmission and Distribution of 
electricity in the state of Punjab. 

Govt, of Punjab carved out following two corporations out of erstwhile PSEB : 

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) 

Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited (PSTCL) 

Punjab gets its power supply from three sources: 

A. Punjab’s own Hydro and Thermal Power Projects (4087 MW) 

B. Common Pool Projects (1258MW) 

C. Central Government Projects 

Punjab’s Own Hydro and Thermal Power Projects: 

1. Thermal Power Projects: 

1) Exist ing Projects: __ 
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a) Guru Nanak Thermal Plant, Bathinda: 

• I u thermal plant of Punjab. 

• Generation capacity: 460 MW (Closed Recently in 2019) 

• Source of Water: Cana] Water, 

• rue! Used: Bituminous Coal from Jharkhand. 


• Recently closed in 2019. 

b) Gum Gobind Singh Super Thermal Plant, Ropar: 

• It is situated near village Ghanauli, located on Ropar-Nangal highway on the banks of 
River Satluj. 

• Generation Capacity: 4«210 = 840 MW 

• Source of Water: From Nangal-llydel Channel. 

• Fuel Used: Coal from coalfields of Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. 

c) Guru Har Gobind Thermal Plant Stage 1 & 2, Lehra Mohahbat, Bathlnda: 

• Generation Capacity: Stage I (420 MW) + Stage 2 (500 MW) = Total 920 MW. 

• Source of Water: Bathinda Branch of Sirhind Canal. 

• Fuel Used: Coal from PANEM (PANEM Captive Mines established as Joint venture with 
EMTA Group and Coal India Limited (CIL). 

d) Rajpura Thermal Power Project: 

• It is situated at Nalash village near Rajpura town in Patiala district. 


• Generation Capacity: 1400 MW. 

• Executing Agency: L&T Ltd, through its wholly owned subsidiary Nabha Power Ltd. 

• Fuel Supply; Coal by South Eastern Coalfield Limited (SECL) from Bilaspur 
(Chatlisgarh). 

2) Proposed: 

a) Goind wal Thermal Plant: 

• It is situated at Goind wal Sahib, Tam Taran. 

• Executing agency: GVK Power, 

• Generation capacity: 2*270- 540MW. 

• Fuel Used: Coal from captive mine at Jharkhand. 

b) Talwandi Sabo Thermal Power Project (Coal based): 

• It is situated at Mansa district. 

• Executing agency: Sterlite Group (a company of Vedanta Group). 

• Generation capacity: 1980 MW. 

■ Fuel Supply: Coal will be supplied by Mahanadi Coal Field Limited from Basundhara 
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coalfields. 

q) 2640 MW Giddcrbaha Coal based Thermal Power Plant: will be built by NTPC Ltd. 

2. Hyde! Power Projects: 

1) Existing Projects:- 

a) Ran jit Sugar Dam (Them Dam) Hydro Electric Project: 

• It is located at River Ravi near village Them, Shahpurkandi, Pathankot. 

• Generation Capacity ; 4* 150= 600 MW 

b) Anandpur Sahib Hydcl Project: 

• It is situated 32kms downstream of Bhakra Dam towards Ropar side. 

• This project was constructed to utilize additional water of Bhakra Nangal system as a 
result ofinterl inking of Beas and Salluj rivers at Dehar. 

• Generation capacity: 67x2= 134 MW. 

c) Mukerian Hydel Project: 

• tt is situated in Hoshiaipur district, constructed at Mukerian Hydel Channel emanating 
from Shah-Nehar barrage constructed downstream of Tong Dam on River Beas near 
Talwara. 

• Generation capacity: TaUvara: 207 MW. 

d) U.B.D.C Power Houses Stage t & 2 : 

• It is located near Pathankot on Upper Bari Doab Canal, it draws water from Ravi. 

• Generation capacity: Stage 1= 45MW and Stage 2 = 46.5MW. Total 91.35 MW. 

e) Shnnan Power House, Jogindernagar : 

• It is situated in Jogindemagar, Mandi (Himachal Pradesh). 

• It is owned by Punjab State. 

• Generation Capacity: 110MW 

2) Proposed Projects:- 

a) Shahpur Kundi Project: 

• It is to be executed on River Ravi, to be completed by 2020. 

• Generation capacity — 206 MW 

b) Mukerian Hydel Power Project Stage 2: 

• Generation Capacity = 18 MW 

c) U.B.D.C Project Stage 3: 

• Generation Capacity = 85 MW 

d) Mukerian llydel Power Project Stage 3: 

• Generation Capacity — 42 MW 
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State Government Initiatives in Power Sector: 

* Punjab Government is providing free power to ail the Agriculture Produce Consumers of Punjab. 

* Punjab Government is providing subsidized power to SC, BC, Non-SC BPL and domestic 
category consumers. The government has also removed the condition of upper annual limit of 
3000 units for availing free power facility of 200 units per month earlier applicable to SC, BC, 
Non-SC BPL and domestic category consumers. Further, free electricity of 300 units per month is 
being provided to freedom fighters and domestic consumers having sanctioned load up to 1 K.W, 

* The slate government has also taken initiatives for introducing digital payments through Paytm, 
BBPS, BHIM App, RTGS, and NEFT etc. to reduce physical interface with the consumer. 

* Paatri Bachao, Paisa Katnao: Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) has launched a 
pilot project of the scheme - Paani Bachao, Paisa Kamao — in three districts (Fatehgarh Sahib, 

Jalandhar and Hosbiarpur) of the state where farmers will be given a cash incentive for 
consuming less electricity. The main objective of this scheme is to save water and earn money. 
There is a need for scientific use of water during the paddy sowing season. Under the scheme, a 
cash incentive of Rs 4 per unit will be transferred to the bank account of the farmer if he 
consumed less energy than a particular limit. PSPCL has worked out an average of power 
consumed in these six feeders power horsepower per month and those farmers who volunteer for 
this scheme will be able to take advantage of the offer. If the consumption of the farmer exceeds 
the limit of per month units even then he will not be liable to pay any charges on this account and 
electricity will be supplied free of cost. This scheme is entirely on a voluntary basis and the 
PSPCL is holding camps and approaching individual farmers to urge them to subscribe to this 
scheme. PSPCL has also prepared literature to be distributed to the farmers titled 'Kar Bhala Te 
Ho Bhala 

* The construction of Rs. 2826 Crorc Shahpur Kandi Dam Project (206 MW) has also started and is 

expected to be commissioned in 2020. 

Renewable Energy: 

Punjab has considerable potential in Renewable energy sector which is being harnessed, Punjab 
bagged 'Best Performing State Award’ in renewable energy capacity building for its innovative and 
result oriented solar mission during ’Investors Meet and Expo’ held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi 
in February, 2015. 

Punjab Energy Development Agency (PEDA) is the State Nodal Agency for the promotion and 
development of renewable energy projects in Punjab. At present the cumulative capacity of New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy (NRSE) projects in the state is 1607.55 MW. It is estimated that the 
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state would further achieve a capacity addition of 2417 MW power through renewable source of 

energy by the year 2023. The contribution would come from Solar, Biomass, Co-generation, Hydcl 

and Waste to Energy Projects, 

State Government Initiatives in Renewable Energy; 

• Solar Power Programme: Punjab is endowed with vast potential of solar energy with over 300 
days of sunshine in a year with insulation level varying between 4-7 Kwh/sq.km, At present 
installed capacity of solar power projects is 935 MW including World’s largest Single Roof Top 
Solar Power Plant of 19,5 MW capacity has been commissioned at Dera Eteas District Amritsar 
by Radha Soami Satsang Beas (RSSB) Education and Environment Society, 

• Biomass Power Projects: In the state so far 8 projects of total capacity 66.5 MW have been 
commissioned. Three more projects of 36 MW arc under commissioning in the state, 

• Bio - Gas Plants: Bio-gas plants not only provide energy in a dean and non-polluted form in 
rural areas but also produce nitrogen enriched manure for increasing crop production. Punjab 
Energy Development Agency (PEDA) has installed 1200 Bio-gas plants during 2018-19 against 
the target of 3000 Bio-gas plants. 

• Solar Pumping in Agriculture Sector For Irrigation Purpose: In order to use Solar Power in 
Agriculture sector at large scale, 5000 Solar pumps of capacity 3HP and 5HP arc being installed 
during the year 2019-20 under the provision of 58% subsidy by Punjab Government and 22% 
subsidy by Government of India of the total cost of the pump. These systems are being installed 
for irrigation in agriculture, horticulture and other allied sectors. The main beneficiaries of this 
scheme would be medium & small farmers. A total number of 1955 solar pumps have been 
installed in the State so far and 2600 more solar pumps arc being installed in 2019. These 5000 
pumps will save 20MW of electricity and about 80000 units per day and total saving in a year 
would be about 300 Lakhs units which will save about Rs. 14 crores of State Govt, being given 
as subsidy to the farmers. 

• World's largest Cattle Dung based Bio CNG plant is under implementation at Haiboval Dairy 
Complex, Ludhiana. 
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n.6 Industry: 

Industrialization p I ays a vital role in the economic development of an economy. Rapid 
industrialization is also a key driver of the structural change in the economy which represents a 
rising share of industry and services in the Gross State Value Added (GSVA) as compared to 
agriculture. Over the years Punjab has also witnessed an increase in the contribution of industrial 
sector in the GSVA, thus reflecting growing importance in the economy. The share of industry in the 
GSVA is 24.89% in 2017-18. 

Industrial Scenario of the State: 

Both in India and Punjab, the growth rate of industrial sector has declined in recent years due to over 
all recession in the economy. As a consequence, the percentage contribution of this sector in the 

economy has also come down. The industrial sector has recorded a growth rate of 5.38% in 2017-18 
and is estimated to grow at 6.45% in 2018-19. 

Large and Medium Scale Units: 

The number of large & medium scale 
industrial units was 494 during the year 2016- 
17 with a fixed investment of Rs. 67654 
erore, which provided employment to 2.72 
lac persons. During the year 2017-18 these 

units are projected to increase to 534 with a 

fixed investment of Rs. 73133 erore, which 

will generate employment to 2.94 lac 

persons. 

Small Scale Units: 

The number of small scale industrial units 

was 179412 during the year 2016-17 which 
generated employment to 13.48 lac persons. 

During the year 2017-18, this number has 
increased to 200415 with a fixed investment 
of Rs. 22143 erore, which has provided 
employment to 14.70 lac persons. 

Micro, Small and Medium Industrial Units: 

The industrial scene of Punjab is dominated by the micro, small and medium scale industry. There 
are approximately 2.01 lac registered Micro, Small and Medium Industrial units in the state 
producing industrial goods including items such as hosiery goods, bicycles and cycle parts, 

automobile parts, sewing machine parts, yam and textile, hand tools and machine tools, sports goods 
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and leather goods. 

Institutional Framework: 

The Punjab State Industrial Development Corporation Ltd, (PSFDC): is a Punjab Government 
undertaking engaged in industrial development in Punjab. It plays an important rote Tor the 

promotion of large and medium scale industries and helps in attracting considerable investments in 
the Slate. 

Punjab Agro Industries Corporation Ltd, (PAIC): is the premier organization of the State 
Government engaged in the promotion and facilitation of agro processing industries including agro 
processing, dairy processing, poultry processing, agro residue processing, food and horticulture 
processing, agro chemicals manufacturing etc. in the Slate, PAIC is the Nodal Agency in the state to 
facilitate investment in the agriculture sector 

Punjab Information and Communication Technology Corporation Limited (Punjab 
INFOTECII): Punjab Infotcch was incorporated in 1976 as Nodal Agency of the Government of 
Punjab for the promotion of Elcetronic/IT industry in the state. Since then the Corporation has been 
actively engaged in promoting the state as one or the most favoured investor friendly destination. 
The Corporation has contributed towards development of Mohali as a hub for 
IT/EIcctronics/Knowlctlge Industry. 

Punjab Small Industries and Export Corporation Ltd. (PSIEC): was set in 1962 as a Nodal 

Agency for promotion of exports and nominated agency for the implementation of Central 
Government Scheme known as Assistance to State for Developing Export Infrastructure and Allied 

activities (ASIDE). 

The State Government Initiatives for the development of Industrial Sector: 

• Industrial Policy, 2009: To overcome (he global recessionary (rend and to establish a congenial 
Industrial atmosphere in the state, the state Government has implemented the Industrial Policy, 
2009. Thrust area of this policy is to play the role of facilitator and hand holder by lessening 
Government's control while outsourcing the regulatory measures. Special emphasis has also been 
given for the development of Industrial infrastructure, implementing the industrial reforms for the 
existing industries and measures for attracting new investments by providing specific concessions 
for the development oflnformation Technology and Knowledge based Industries and Agra based 

industries. 

• Special Economic Zones Policy, 2009: State Government has also enacted a Special Economic 
Zone Act, 2009 to facilitate the development of Special Economic Zones in the state. Under this 
Act, exemptions from all state taxes, duties, cess or levies, stamp duty registration fee and social 
security cess on purchase of land for Special Economic Zone for first transfer or release of 
land/plots in these areas have been provided. 17 Special Economic Zones have been approved by 
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the Govt, of India. 2 Special Economic Zones have already been notified at Mohali, One more 
Special Economic Zone has been recommended to Govt, of India for approval at Mohali, 

Agro Industrial Policy, 2009: State Government has a lot of agro produce. The newly enacted 

Agro Industrial Policy, 2009 endeavours to make Punjab, the destination of investors and 
processors, both global and domestic. 

Punjab Bureau of Investment Promotion (PBIP): For promoting case of doing business, 
Punjab Bureau of Investment Promotion (PBIP) has been set up, which will act as a nodal agency 
to cany out the objectives of the package and to resolve and provide lime bound clearance of all 

new investment in the stale. 

Progressive Punjab Investor Summit: As pari of investment campaign, 1 JI Progressive Punjab 

Investor Summit was organized in December, 2013 at the Indian School of Business. Mohali. 

this summit attracted investment of about Rs.65,000 crore in textiles and engineering, 

information technology, agro and food processing, tourism, health, bio-sciences, infrastructure 
sector. This investment would generate a number orjobs in these sectors. 

2" Progressive Punjab Investor Summit was organized in October, 2015 at the Indian 

School of Business. Mohali. The summit was successful event and 391 MOUs were signed by 

various companies with the government envisaging investment of about Rs 120151 crore in 

manufacturing including textile and engineering, information technology, agro and food 

processing industries, tourism, health and life sciences, infrastructure development, bio-sciences, 
aerospace and defence and renewable energy. 

GAIL (India) Ltd. - Gas Pipeline Project: A project for laying of Natural Gas pipeline along 

wi th developing and operating optic fiber communication system having an estimated cost of Rs, 

2100 crore, is being implemented by GAIL (India) Ltd. (A Government of India Undertaking}, 

which will further boost the industrial development of the State of Punjab. Gas Pipeline (includes 

583 Km long Dadri-Bawana-Nangal pipeline will pass through the Districts of Patiala, Fatehgarh 

Sahib, Ludhiana, Bamala, Moga, Bathinda, SBS Nagar, Hoshiarpur and Rupnagar in the State of 
Punjab. 

MSME Punjab: Micro. Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) play a crucial role in 

providing large employment opportunities at comparatively lower capital cost. It also helps in 

industrialization oT rural & backward areas, thereby, reducing regional imbalances. The MSMEs 

in the State are facing innumerable challenges. Thus, the State Government has decided to set up 

a dedicated organization "MSME Punjab” for developing and upgrading various MSME clusters 

to make it a highly vibrant and dynamic sector by providing common facilities in partnetship 
with Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs). 

A Facilitation Council has been set up under the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
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Development (MSMED) Act 2006 at Chandigarh. It functions as a State-Level Council and 
MSMEs visits its office to seek the council’s remedial measures for the recovery of delayed 
payments by medium and large industries, public sector undertakings, stale and central 
government undertakings. The State Government has also decided to set up MSME Facilitation 
Councils at regional level at Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Amritsar and Patiala for providing effective 
facilitation services to MSME units, 

* Invest Punjab: The State has already set up ‘Invest Punjab’, a unified regulaior vested with the 
powers to grant regulatory clearances across 23 departments. The State Government has decided 
to expand its ambit and provide the same at the district level. For this purpose Invest Punjab 
Kendras are being set up in all the districts, headed by Deputy Commissioners and supported by 
respective General Managers of District Industries Centres, The infrastructure of DICs is being 
suitably upgraded and their capacity is being enhanced to play a proactive role in facilitating 
growth of industries. These Invest Punjab Centres would facilitate investment promotion, 
regulatory clearances, fiscal incentives, MSME support, startup and entrepreneurship, grievance 
redress a 1 and others. 

The State has developed an online portal namely ‘Invest Punjab Business First Portal’ 
(IPBFP). ‘Invest Punjab Business First Portal’ is a uni lied electronic portal which would take the 
Ease of Doing Business in the slate to the next level by replacing multiple electronic interfaces by 
various regulatory departments and agencies providing services to the Industries. The Business 
First portal will provide services to both existing as well as new industries for regulatory 
clearances & fiscal incentives. This portal is divided into three modules namely Investor Tracker, 
Fiscal Incentive and Regulatory Services. 34 regulatory services of 13 departments and 35 fiscal 
incentives schemes have been developed in this portal. The IPBFP was successfully launched on 
06.11.2018 by Chief Minister, Punjab. To facilitate the investors in the use of IPBFP, Business 
Facilitators have been deputed in the 12 major districts. 

• Industrial Parks: Following efforts are being done by the State Government in setting up sector 
specific Industrial Parks: 

> Integrated Mixed Use Industrial Park is being developed at Kapurthala. 

f Footwear Design & Development Institute (FDDI) at Banur, District Mohali is being set up. 
y Leather Apparel Park is being established at Banur, District Mohali. 

> Sports Goods Park is being set up at Jalandhar. 

> Two Plastic Parks are being established at Balhinda and Ludhiana. 
y New Cargo Export Centre is being set up at Mohali. 

> IT and ESDM Park is being established at Rajpura, 

y Automobile Manufacturing Park is being developed alongside the Dedicated Freight Corridor. 
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> Greenfield Light Engineering Park is being developed alongside the Eastern Dedicated Freight 
Corridor. 

> Aerospace and Defence Park is being set up in the state. 

> Advanced Manufacturing Parks arc being set up alongside the Amritsar Kolkata Industrial 
Corridor. 

> Shredder plant for obsolete automobiles is being set up in Gobindgarh. 

• Slate Government lias also been pursuing with Government of India for approval ot Cluster 
Projects for different types of Industries in the State in order to provide R&D facilities to 
industry and enable them to do cost cutting for competing in the global market. 

Project for Hand Tools Cluster at Jalandhar and Project for Fondry and Machine Tool Cluster 
at Batala have been approved by Government of India. 

• The Government of India has approved two Mega Food Parks for (he state. One of which would 
be set up by Punjab Agro Industries Corporation (PAIC) near Ludhiana and the second is coming 

up in private sector at Phagwara. 

• Effluent Treatment Plants: State Government has taken the initiative of cleaning the rivers in 
the State and to ensure that no industrial effluents mix with the river water, 

> For this purpose World’s largest Common Effluent Treatment Plant of 115 MLD capacity is 
being set up at Tajpur road. Ludhiana for dyeing industry. 

> Common Effluent Treatment Plant of 15 MLD capacity is being set up at Bahadur-ke road in 

Ludhiana. 

> Common Effluent Treatment Plant of 3.3 MLD capacity is being set up for Electroplating 
Industry at Ludhiana. 

> 2 common Effluent Treatment Plants with capacity of 1.5 MLD and 5 MLD have been set up 
at Leather Complex, Jalandhar for leather industry 

• To alleviate the financing difficulties faced by micro and small entrepreneurs, the Stale 
Government has proposed to launch an ‘Entrepreneurship Development Programme’ for a 
period of five years. Under this programme an interest subvention at the rate or 3% will be 
provided on loan taken to set up a micro or small enterprise with investment of up to Rs 5 crore. 

• Hi-Tcch Cycle Valley: To put cycle and cycle parts industry on a high growth trajectory, the 
slate government has decided to set up a High Tech Cycle Valley in Ludhiana with stale of the 
art infrastructure, common facilities for effluent treatment, design facilities, convention and 
exhibition centre, warehousing and logistic sendees amongsL other facilities. 

• North Indian Institute of Fashion Technology (NIIFT), Ludhiana is being upgraded as a Centre of 
Excellence for garmenting and high fashion. 

• In order to encourage Women Entrepreneurs, the state government has decided to launch a 
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special scheme, WISH (Women Entrepreneurship, Innovation, Start ups and I landholding). 
Punjab Corporate Social Responsibility Authority (PCSRA): The Stale Government has 
decided to set up a Punjab Corporate Social Responsibility Authority (PCSRA) to create a 
sustainable mechanism to channelize the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) contributions 
from various Government Public Sector Undertakings as well as Private Sector Companies for 
optimum utilization of the CSR Fund through its convergence with the sectoral priorities of the 
government. 

Startup Cell in Punjab lnrotech: Startup and Entrepreneurship is one of the key strategic pillars 
of New Industrial and Business Development Policy 2017. With this aim, the Government of 
Punjab has recently launched the startup and Entrepreneurship Development Policy 2017 as a 
part oflndustrial and Business development 2017. Policy announces the launch of'Startup of 
Punjab 1 in line with central government 'Startup India’ and ’Standup India' initiatives. Startup Cell 
has been created in Punjab Infotech to provide necessary secretarial and technical support to the 
Startup Coordination Committee, This Cell shall also act as a single connect with government 
departments where the Startup needs to implement their projects. Its role would be to highlight 
amalgamate and disseminate the resources, funding mechanisms, investments, incentives 
available at a single portal for Startups in Punjab. Punjab infotech is also participating as a 
Partner state in various events on behall of Punjab Government to create awareness about the 
incentives being facilitated to Startups and incubators. 

The state government has decided to develop Chandigarh-Ludhiana-Amritsar and Chandigarh- 
Hoshiaipur-Gurdaspur as Urban Industrial Corridors, 

The state government has also decided to develop a dedicated Marble market. Transport Nagar 
and an Automobile Market in SAS Nagar (Mohali). 

in partnership with the Government of India the state government has agreed to set up another 
Software Technology Park oflndia (STP1) center at Amritsar for an all-inclusive growth of the 

software industry in this region. 

Make in Punjab: A new policy, titled ‘Make in Punjab’ is being drafted by the state government 
to promote goods manufactured and produced in Punjab. As per this policy, in a public 
procurement order, purchase preference shall be given to the local suppliers up to 50% of the 
total quantity, provided that their goods have a minimum local content of 40% and their bids 
come under 15% margin of purchase preference above the lowest bid. 
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Punjab** New Industrial and Business Development Policy * 2017 


To give further boost to industrial sector in the state, the State Government has notified 
the ‘industrial & Business Development Policy-201 7„ Some Highlights of the Policy ore: 



The Policy is founded on the Eight Strategic Pillars of: infrastructure* power* MSME 


MSME * startup and entrepreneurship , skill development, ease of doing business, 
fiscai and non-fiscal incentives, stakeholder engagement and policy implementation . 
* industrial power tariff ar Rs 5 per unit. Five year fixed power tariff for existing and 


new industries. 

* One-time settlement of industrial loans taken from the Punjab State industrial 
Development Corporation (PSiDCl the Punjab Financial Corporation (PFC) and the 
Punjab Agro Industries Corporation Ltd {PAIC). It wifi help In releasing blocked 
industrial investments and assets and put these to productive use, thus reviving the 
existing industries in Punjab. 

* Rs 100 crore fund to promote start-ups ; 

* E$ fof )Ushment of Punjab Skiff Development Mission. 

* Alt skill training schemes in the state will be brought under one agency* the Punjab 
Skill Development Mission. 

* The establishment of a Skills University and industry specific skill-development 
centres. 

* Border Areo Development Package including increase of the incentive to industry in 
the border areas from 125 per cent to 140 per cent , This would go a long way in 
boasting development of border districts, extreme border tone and kandi areas. 

■ Establishment of 10 technology centres, 10 common facility centres and 10 clusters 
for development in the first phase. 

* Establishment of MSME (Micro, Smalt and Medium Enterprises) Facilitation Councils 
at Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Amritsar, SAS Nagar and Patiala to provide remedial 

measures. 

* Sin gie- Windo iv Facility to exis ting ert terprises at th e dis trict level. 

* Special relief for sick MSME units including deferment of recovery of arrears of 
electricity duty . power biffs, house tax and water charges for a period of five years. 
These units shail be exempted from minimum charges for electric connection during 
closure period and incentive of exemption from electricity duty for three years shall 

also be provided t 

* Development of 14 new Industrial parks and standardisation of oil estote 
management policies and procedures , 

■ Establishment of Exhibition and Convention Centres in Mohair* Ludhiono, Jalandhar 
and Amritsar. 

■ investment Subsidy by way of reimbursement of net SGS7"* exemption from electricity 

* 

duty i property tax etc . _ 
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11.7 Education: 

Education is the comer stone of economic, social and cultural development of a country. It has 
emerged as the most important single input in promoting human resource development in achieving 
rapid economic development and technological progress. An appropriate education system cultivates 
knowledge, better skills, positive values and attitude among the people of (he society. 

The Punjab Government is committed to provide quality and affordable education to all. The 
state aims to achieve 100% GER (Gross Enrolment Ratio), 100% NER (Net Enrolment Ratio), Zero 
Drop Out and 100% Retention Rate and to bring qualitative improvement in the field of school 
education. Punjab has been ranked among the top 10 States in the School Education Statistics, 
improving its position from 13 th in 2012 to 6 ,h in 2013. 


Pupil Teacher Ratio in Schools: 

During 2017-18, the pupil-teacher ratio was 25:1 at the Primary Stage, 12:1 at Middle level and 18:1 

at High and Senior Secondary Stage as compared to 22:1 at Primary Stage, 22:1 at Middle level and 
234:1 at High and Senior stage during 2016-17. 

Literacy Rule: The literacy and level of education is prime input in overall development of 
individuals. Any person who is able to read and write with understanding in any language is 
recorded as literate. Since 1991 Census, all children below 7 years of age are treated as illiterates, 
even though some of them may be attending school and may have picked up some words. 

Literacy has improved considerably in the State during the last decade. Out of the total 
population, 75.8% were literate in 2011 as compared to 69.7 % in 2001. 

The literacy rate in urban areas is 83,18 % as against 71.42 % in rural areas according to 2011 
census. In census 2001, rural and urban gap in literacy rate was 14.38 %. But with the tremendous 
efforts on the part of various stakeholders in the education field, it declined to 11.76 % in 2011 
Census, 

As far as sex-wise literacy is concerned, males are more literate (80.44%) than their female 
counterparts (70.73 %). 

District-wise: District wise percentage of literates in Punjab as per 2011 Census reveals that 
Hoshiarpur with a literacy rate of 84.60 % is the most literate district in the state while Mansa with 
61.8% is the least literate district, SAS Nagar, Rupnagar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana, S B S Nagar, 
Gurdaspur, Fatchgarh Sahib, Kapurthala, Amritsar and Patiala districts have more than 75% of their 
population as literate. Sex-wise also Hoshiarpur district lops with literacy rate of 88,8 % among 
males and 80.3 % among females while Mansa district has lowest literacy rate among males and 
females, the respective figures being 67.3 % and 55.7 % respectively. 
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District-Wise Literacy Rate in Punjab 


Rank Name of District 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 


b- - 


:i8 

19 

20 


Hoshiarpur 

SAS Nagar 

Rupnagar 

Jalandhar 

Ludhiana 

Gurdaspur 

SBS Nagar 

Fatehgarh Sahib 

•» Ml • I ii ■ ■ • 

Kapurthata 

■n ■ ■■■ ■ ■■ ■ fc s i "■ *■- 

Amritsar 
Patiala 

Moga 
Faridkot 

Ferozepur 


Bath nda 


t 


Tam Tatan 




I* ■ 


Bamala 


Total (%) 


Male (%) 


Alk^U 


n 


it 


84.6 

83.8 
82.2 

82.5 

82.2 

79.9 
79.8 

79.4 

— 

79.1 

76.3 


75.3 




I 


Sangrur 


Sri Muklsar Sahib 
Mansa 



mm 





61.8 


68.0 

65.8 




88.8 


fl 




87.5 












lT-% 


86.1 


li i l h 



85,4 

83.3 

Ui t . 

83.2 
80.1 

80.2 

74.4 


74.6 


I 

I 

ii LJ 


75.4 
• 73.8 
J 73.2 
71.6 


II 


73.2 





71.8 
67.3 


i K 


mm 


Female (%) 


80.3 
79.2 

76.4 

78.5 
77.9 

74.8 

73.9 

74.8 

74.6 
72.0 

69.8 
66.5 

63.9 

61.7 

61.9 


61.9 




- 


62.2 

59.2 

55.7 





.SJ 




I » ■ * 




! 


■ ■ ""f 




The State Government Initiatives for the improvement of Education In the state: 

Right to Education Act: The state government has by and large fulfilled its obligations under 
Right to Education Act. The rules have been notified. The guidelines for admission of 25% 
students belonging to weaker sections have been issued. The state government has notified RTE 

rules under which every habitation has to be served with a primary school within one km radius 
and upper primary school within 3 km radius. 

EDUSAT: The Education through Satellite Programme was launched during the year 2005-06 
with the aim to provide better quality education through satellite. EDUSAT programme was 
started in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organization for providing distant quality 
education to the students studying in government institutions throughout the state. Three studios, 
four teaching ends and one state hub has already been established. 6487 schools have been 
covered under the ICT Project for imparting computer education to students of 6 th to 
12^1355. Almost all schools Secondary and Senior Secondary Schools in the state have been 
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provided EDUSAT facility through which regular classes are held. Under EDUSAT programme, 
Receive Only Terminals (ROTs) have been installed in all the government senior secondary and 
high schools. 2983 EDUSAT libraries have been setup in government senior secondary and 
secondary schools so that the students can view and listen to lectures mixed with multimedia 
content of their choice. 

• PARVE5H (Primary Vldya Sudhar) Project: To improve the quality of education in Punjab, it 
was strongly fell that something innovative is needed to be done to make the quantitative learning 
creative and joyful. So, PARVESH Project was initiated for creative and joyful learning in 

primary education of Punjab, This programme attempts to build a strong base among children in 
learning basic language skills, mathematics and desired curriculum through Creative Learning 
Model (CLM) of education. In CLM, the teaching is not merely a traditional class room process 
where a teacher speaks and children listen and write hut it involves both the teacher and children 
as creative and dynamic participants in the process of teaching and learning. 

• Model Schools: The Model schools of English Medium affiliated to CBSE on Kendriya Vidyala 
pattern have been opened in 21 educationally backward blocks of 7 districts namely Balhinda, 
Ferozepur, Mansa, Sri Muktsar Sahib, Patiala, Sangrur and Tam Taran. 

• Adnrsli Schools: The slate government has taken a major initiative to set up 128 Adnrsh schools, 
at least, one each in Assembly Constituency, in collaboration with the private sector. The capital 
cost is shared on 50:50 basis between state government and private partner. No fee is charged 
from the students. 25 Adarsh schools have been set up throughout the state under PPP mode. The 
State share is to be provided by Punjab Education Development Board from the funds collected 

from cess on liquor. 

• Bhaj Jaita ji (Shahced Baba Jeewan Singh ji) Scheme: was launched by Punjab Government. 
Under this scheme free text books are provided to scheduled caste students up to class 8 lh in 
government schools. Recently, the scheme has been extended to backward class and 
economically weaker families’ students also. The aim of the scheme is to make the elementary 
education free in the spirit of RTE Act. 

• Residential Meritorious Schools: To provide quality education to meritorious students of poor 

families, the stale has set up 10 residential schools in the districts of Amritsar, Bathinda, 

Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Mohali, Patiala, Hoshiarpur, Ferozepur, Gurdaspur and Sangrur. These 

schools are imparting free education in English medium to meritorious students of class t l* and 

12 Ul . 

• Free Text Books: All school students from Class T lo 12 th studying in government schools are 
being given all requisite text books free of cost by the government. 

• Punjab government has given tablets/Akash free of cost lo 1.5 lac students of l l Th standard. 
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• Dr, Hargobind Khurana Scholarship Scheme: To encourage the young children further for 
excellence in academics. Dr. Hargobind Khurana Scholarship Scheme was launched on l 
August, 2013. The students who score at least 80% marks in class 10 ,h examination, are being 
given annual scholarship ofRs. 30,000 per student under this scheme. 

• Mukh Mantrl Vigyan Valra Vojana: This scheme was launched on 18lh February 2016, to 
provide a trip to Pushpa Gujral Science City, Kapurthala to all students of upper-primary classes 
in Government schools (o create scientific awareness among them. 

• Parho Punjab, Parlmo Punjab: ‘Padio Punjab, Parhao Punjab' scheme was launched in Punjab 
during the year 2017.The aim oflhis scheme is to improve the performance of weak students and 
create equal opportunities for these students in comparison to the other students. Parho Punjab, 
Parhao Punjab’ programme focuses on enhancement ol creativity ol the brilliant students and 
emphasises to strengthen their capabilities. It also lays stress on educating each child and 
emphasise on their understandings of concept instead of rote learning. This project also aims to 
add on new techniques, supplementary material, school planning, and revision of curriculum, 
support activities etc. Students are encouraged to leam without fear or burden. Easy methods are 
applied in class activities through ‘Parho Punjab, Parhao Punjab’ approach. Adequate priority is 
being given to the advice of educationists and teachers while making amendments in innovation, 

technique, support material and curriculum. 

Presently, this programme is being implemented on all primary and upper primary schools 
of Punjab. The state government has decided to extend the scope of programme to senior 

secondary classes also. 

• Green Boards in Government Primary, Secondary and High Schools: Inadequate quality ot 
Teaching Boards (blackboards) is one of the reasons that the teachers find it difficult to teach the 
students. To overcome this hurdle, Green Boards are being provided in all Government Primary, 

Secondary and High schools. 

• Encouraging Excellence: Realizing the need ol motivating and recognizing good performing 
schools, the State Government has decided to honour the Best Primary Schools, Middle Schools, 
High Schools and Sr. Secondary Schools. For this purpose, an award has been instituted for best 
Government Primary school in each block (216). one each for best Government Middle School, 

High School and Sr. Secondary School in each district. 

• Smart Schools: The environment of the school makes a lot of difference in the way students 
identify themselves with the school. Thus, one existing school in every educational block is being 
converted into a smart school having state of the art facilities. 

• To provide safe drinking water, the state government is installing RO systems in 1500 schools. 

• Pre-Primary Classes: The state government has taken an initiative of its own kind which is a 
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first in the country. It has started Pro’Primary Classes in all the Government Primary Schools 
w.c.f. 14.11.2017. Around 1,60 lakh children of age group 3-6 years have been enrolled in pre- 
primary classes in 2017. 

• The slate government has decided to provide Wi-Fi services in all the schools in association with 
private partners. All the schools will be covered under this scheme by 2020. 

• To spread awareness against Drug Abuse amongst the students, relevant content matter has also 

been included in the text-books of Health and Physical Education for class VIII and Environment 
Education for class X. 

• All the existing records available with Punjab School Education Board are being digitized to 
ensure speedy delivery of various services to the citizens. From the current academic session, the 
Board has started issuing digital certificates for Matriculation and 1012 examinations. 


School for Children Having Speech and Hearing Disabilities: Punjab has 6.54 lakh Persons 
with Disabilities of which 171245 have hearing or speech disabilities and 66995 have intellectual 
disabilities. The Government of Punjab has decided to establish a residential school in Ludhiana 
up to I2lh standard for children having disabilities. 

Samagra Shlksho Abhiyan (Sarva Shiksha Abhlyan + Rashtriya Madhyamik Shlksha 
Abliiyan + Teacher Education); With the formulation of National Policy on Education, 1986 
fndia initiated a wide range of programmes for achieving the goal of Univcrsalisation of 
Elementary Education (UEE). These efforts were intensified by the launch of Sarva Shiksha 
Abhlyan (SSA) - the flagship Centrally Sponsored Scheme in partnership with State 
Governments Tor UEE across the country in 2000-01. The SSA aimed to provide useful and 
relevant education to all children in the 6-14 age groups by 2010. 

The Univcrsalisation of Elementary Education was further strengthened with the passage of 
the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 which gave a 
legal mandate to provide free and compulsory elementary education to every child in the age 
group of 6-14 years. States and UTs were supported in the implementation of the RTE Act, 2009 
through the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of SSA. The norms of the Scheme were aligned with 
the provisions of the Act with effect from September. 2010. 

The Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Restructuring and Reorganization of Teacher 
Education (CSSTE) was initiated in 1987 pursuant to the formulation of the National Policy on 
Education (NPE, 1986). The NPE stated that improvement in the status and professional 
competence of teachers is the comer stone of educational reconstruction and envisaged teacher 
education as a continuous process with pre-service and in-scrvicc training being its inseparable 
components. District Institute of Teacher Education (DIETs), Colleges of Teacher Education 
(CTEs), and Institutes of Advanced Studies in Education (lASEs) were, therefore, established. 
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Thus, the CSSTE Scheme aimed to provide infrastructural and institutional support to 
Government Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs). 

Tile NPE, (as modified in 1992) specifically laid emphasis again on increasing access to 
secondary education, to improve quality and introduction of ICT in school curriculum. 
Accordingly the Rashtriya Mndliyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) scheme was initialed in 
March 2009, demonstrated the government’s ambition for a secondary education system that can 
support India's growth and development. In the year 2013-14, four other Centrally-sponsored 
Schemes for secondary education viz., ICT in Schools. Girls’ Hostel, Vocationalisation of 
Secondary and Senior Secondary Education and Inclusive Education for Disabled at Secondary 
stage were subsumed under RMSA. 

Thus, the Centrally Sponsored Schemes of SSA, RMSA and TE were the three major school 
education development programmes of the Ministry of Human Resource development (MHR.D), 
Government of lndia being implemented in partnership with Stale/UTs. The common objectives 
of all the Schemes are to enhance access through the expansion of quality school education; to 
promote equity through the inclusion of disadvantaged groups and weaker sections, and to 
improve the quality of education for at). While the SSA covered the elementary level (Grades I- 
VIII) and was the vehicle for implementation of the RTE Act, 2009, the RMSA covered grades 
IX-X (IX-XII for certain components) and CSSTE was providing teachers’ education through 
proper institutional setup for both pre-service and in-service training across classes I-X. 

From the year 2018-19, the centrally sponsored schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 
Rashtriya Mndhayamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE) have been 
submerged into single Integrated Scheme of school education which is named as ‘Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan 1 . The scheme provides education from Pre-Primary to senior secondary level. 
The objective is 100 percent achievement in terms of school access, enrolments of children of 
age group 4-18. retention and zero dropout. Quality education and enhanced learning outcomes 
are also thrust area of this scheme. The Scheme is being implemented as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme by the Department through a single State Implementation Society (SIS) at the Statc/UT 
level, The fund sharing pattern for the scheme between Centre and States is at present in the ratio 

of 60:40. 

Incentives for Girls Education; 

• The 100% centrally sponsored scheme is in operation with the objective to reduce the dropout 
rate and to promote enrolment of girls belonging to SC/ST communities in secondary schools and 
to ensure their retention up to IB years of age. This scheme is applicable to all the girls studying 
in govern me n t/go ve m men l aided/local body schools and to all the girls of Kasiurba Gandhi 
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Batika Vidyalaya (KGBV) who have passed class-VIII examination and have joined class-IX, A 
sum of Rs. 3000/- is credited into the bank accounts of all eligible girts under the schemes. 
Incentive amount could be drawn by the beneficiary after attaining the age of 18 years* after a 
minimum schooling of two years at secondary level and passing the class-X board examination 

successfully, 

• Mai Bhago Vidya Schemer Punjab government has launched ambitious scheme to provide free 
bicycle to all girl students studying in class 9 ,h and 1 2 th in all government schools to encourage 
them for further study and to reduce the school dropout rate. 

» Free Education to Girts: under the scheme, attendance scholarship is provided to Primary girl 
students and free education to girls of 9th to 12th class. 

• To enhance the girls enrolment in the schools at all levels i.e, from primary to senior secondary 
level, all the schools in the state are being covered with separate girls’ toilets, 

• To promote mensnual hygiene and reduce dropout of girl students, free sanitary napkins arc 
being provided to all girl students from class 6 lh to 12"' in all government schools. 


Higher Education: 

There are 51 government colleges, 136 private aided colleges, 440 self financed private colleges and 
1) Government Universities in the state. In order to promote private investment in the higher 
education, the slate has notified Punjab Private Universities Policy, 2010 for setting up of self- 
financed private universities. The government has set up 16 Private Universities and 3 Deemed 
Universities which are providing quality and affordable education mainly in the rural areas. 
Following steps are being taken by the state government for the higher education sector 

Punjab Higher Education Council: has been constituted to plan, implement, monitor and take 
quality initiatives for making higher education relevant to the needs of the students. 

Rashtriya Ucchtar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA): The stale is implementing Rashtriya Ucchtar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) with a view to attain higher levels of access, equity and excellence in 
the state’s higher education system with greater efficiency, transparency, accountability and 
responsiveness. RUSA is a centrally sponsored scheme and the fund sharing pattern for the 
scheme between Centre and States is at present in (he ratio of 60:40. 

10 New Government Colleges have been established for the expansion of Higher Education. 

t New Model Degree Colleges have been opened at Moga. 

4 existing Degree Colleges i.c. Government College Mohali, Government College Hoshiarpur, 
Government College for Women Ludhiana and Government College (Boys) Ludhiana are being 
upgraded to Model Degree Colleges 

Two Professional Colleges namely Government Arts and Sports College at Jalandhar and 
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Punjab Slate Aeronautic College at Patiala are being developed as professional Colleges to 
impart world class domain specific skill development training to students 

• The slate government is giving adequate assistance to 3 Academics namely Punjab San gee t 
Natak Academy . Punjab Sahitya Academy and Punjab Lai it Kala Academy. 

• The State Government has decided to restore the pristine gloiy of Four Historic Government 
Colleges: Government Mahindra College, Patiala, Government College FCapurihala, Government 
College Malerkotla, Government College Moshiarpur and Government College Amritsar. 

• To preserve & promote the Punjabi language, the slate government has decided to set up a 
Central Institute for Promotion and Development of Punjabi Language at Talwandi Sabo. 
This institute will undertake activities like digitization and Standardization of Punjabi Language, 

research, translation of significant works of Punjabi lo other languages and vice*versa, 

• Urdu Academy at Malerkotla is being upgraded, for the promotion of Urdu language. 

• Centra) State Library at Patiala has been upgraded as an e-Iibrary of national standards. Two 
libraries of Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar and Punjabi University, Patiala arc also 

being upgraded to e-Library. 

• Free Wi-Fi facility' to Government colleges: In the interest of the students, free Wi-Fi facility is 
being provided in the State Government Colleges. 

• The state government has decided to open Bebe Nanki College for Girls at Sultanpur Lodhi as 
a pan of the celebrations of 550 years of Prakash Purab of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. 

• Maharaja Agrasen Chair at Punjabi University, Patiala: The stale government has set up a 
Maharaja Agrasen Chair at Punjabi University, Patiala to document the role played by the 
Agrawals in economic development of Punjab. 

• Maharana Pratap Chair at Punjabi University, Patiala: As a act of gratitude to one of the 
great sons of our country, the state government has set up a Maharana Pratap Chair at Punjabi 

University, Patiala. 

• The state government has decided to set up Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Chair, Salguru Ram Singh 
Chair and Sant Baba Prem Singh Ji Murale Wale Chair at Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Amritsar 

• The stale government has also decided to set up an Open University at Patiala. 

m 

Technical Education: 

Technical education is being provided through 270 Degree, 193 Diploma and 18 high level 
educational Institutes in the state. Following steps are being taken by the state government for the 
technical education sector 

• The Maharaja Ranjit Singh State Technical University has been established under the Maharaja 
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Ranjit Singh State Technical University Act 2014. 

• Punjab is the only State amongst Northern States to get Centre of Excellence at Thapar 
University, Patiala. 

• Under the Scheme ‘New and up gradation of existing Polytechnics’ six Govt. Polytechnics at 
Bathinda, Batala, Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, GTB Garb (IVfoga) and Patiala have been selected with 
central assistance. 

• PTU (Punjab Technical University) has decided to set up Punjab Institute of Technical Teachers 
Training and Research at Ladhowalt Road, Jalandhar. 

• For providing employment opportunities and bringing latest job opportunities to the door step, a 
Placement Portal has been started by the Department. 

• Chief Minister Scholarship Scheme: Punjab Government has started an important scheme 
‘Chief Minister Scholarship Scheme'. Under this scheme, meritorious students studying in 
Government Polytechnic Colleges arc being provided 70% to [00% scholarship as per their 
competence. 

• A Regional Vocational Training institute for Girls and a Regional Directorate of Apprenticeship 
are being established at village Sancta, District Mohali. 

• To provide gainful employment to youth of the State, Government has decided to establish a 
Skill Development University in the name of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji at Chamkaur Sahib for 
employment oriented training. 

• Punjab Naujawan Ilunar Vikas Yojana: The government has decided to launch a new scheme 
Punjab Naujawan Hunar Vikas Yojana with an objective to provide free skill training to the 
unemployed youth in the age group 18-35 years at any of (he Skill training centres. The scheme 
will specifically focus on Scheduled Castes, Backward Classes, special ly-abled, women and 
school dropouts. 

• The government has decided to set up ITIs/Skill Development Centres in the blocks where none 

exists. 


An ITI on PPP mode is being set up in Cycle Valley, Ludhiana to link the industry with skilled 
workforce. 

The Government Industrial Training Institute, Ropar is being updgraded into Model ITI. 

A centre of excellence is being established in the state for the training of trainers while laying 
emphasis on imparting training to SC/ST, women and people with disabilities under the scheme 
Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness For Livelihood Promotion (SANKLAP). 

In order to enable overseas placement and improve the communication skills of the youth of 

Punjab, the state government with technical assistance from the British Council has proposed to 
set up 4 laboratories in Patiala, Ludhiana, Bathinda & Jalandhar. 
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11.8 Health: 

The stale has recorded an impressive performance in regard to important health Indicators. 

• The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) declined by 23 points from 44 in 2006 to 21 in 2015-16. 

• Neonatal Mortality has come down from 28 in the year 2008 to 19 in 2010, Very few States have 
been able to achieve this. 

• The Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) declined from 192 in 2004-06 to 122 in 2015-16. 

• The Child Sex Ratio has also improved from 798 tn 2001 to 846 in 2011, 

The Punjab Government is committed to upgrade infrastructure in terms of manpower, civil works 
and equipment in the hospitals for belter health care. 

The State Government Initiatives for Health Sector! 

• Helpline 1 12; In a step towards providing responsive healthcare services, the state government 
had introduced ‘Emergency Medical Response Services* - 108 (Ambulance Services) all over the 

state and ‘Medical Helpline’ - 104 to provide 24x7 medical advice, grievances redressal, and 
counseling services to persons suffering from HIV/AIDS, STI/RTI, drug addiction, depression 
and also track pregnant mother and children for providing all ante-natal and post natal services. 

Recently in 2019, the state government has launched Emergency Response Support 
System (ERSS) - 112, a pan-India network of the single emergency helpline on which immediate 
assistance can be sought by people. The 112 helpline is an integration of various helpline 
numbers! police (100), fire (10J), women (1091), children (1098), disaster relief (1097) and 
medical and health (10S/104), 

• Bhai Ghaniya Insurance Scheme: is providing medical cover of Rs. 1.5 lac was restricted to the 
members of cooperative societies only, is now open to evciy resident of the slate. 

• Mata Kaushatya Knlyan Scheme: It was launched in 2011 to promote institutional deliveries in 
public hospitals to curb maternal and infant mortality rate. Under this scheme, a cash incentive of 
Rs. 1000/- was given to all women for deliveries in government hospitals. This scheme has been 
scrapped from 8 U| July, 2015. 

■ The Bhagat Puran Singh Bima Yojna; was launched to provide cashless medical treatment 
through smart cards to 28 lakh Blue Card Holder families in addition to 11 lakh marginal farming 
families, 2 lakh small traders and 2 lakh construction workers. Under this scheme, the health 
insurance cover of Rs 50000/- per annum per family plus Rs 5 lacs cover for accidental death and 
complete disability for head of family was being provided. The scheme has been discontinued by 
state government in 2015 due to the non-renewal of its contract with the insurance companies. 

• Sarbat Sehat Bima Yojana (SSBY) (Universal Health Insurance Scheme): is a flagship State 
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Health Insurance Programme to provide annua) health cover of Rs.5 lakh per family to 70% 
population of Punjab i.c., 42 lakh families, which is nearly three times the 14.96 lakh families 
covered under Ayushman Bharat, a Gol Scheme (AB-PMJAY). The cost of premium for 14.96 

lakh beneficiary families shall be borne by Central Government and State Government in 60:40 
ratio. The premium cost of remaining 31.03 lakh beneficiary famitics shall be completely borne 

by the State. 

Under this scheme, cashless and paperless treatment is available at government and 
empanelled private hospitals. Further, SSBY provides both secondary and tertiary care treatment 
unlike its predecessor Bhagat Puran Singh Schat Bima Yojana that provided an annual health 
cover of Rs. 50,000 per family for secondary' care treatments only. 

• Free essential drugs and consumables are being provided in all Govt. Health Institutions 

including Medical Colleges from 1st January 2013. A girl child up to 5 years receives free 

treatment in all Government Hospitals. 

• Punjab Government has allotted appropriate funds for treatment of persons affected with HIV / 

AIDS and generating awareness and for providing funds to Punjab Stale Blood Transfusion 
Council for making access to safe blood and promotion of voluntary blood donation programme. 

• Punjab Government has welcomed the announcement made by Union Government to set up an 
AITMS in Punjab which will further strengthen the healthcare infrastructure in the State. 

• The state government is setting up Medicity near Mullanpur in Mohali, 

• A new Government Medical College is being set up at SAS Nagar (Mohali) and three new 
medical colleges are being established in the districts of Gurdaspur, Pathankot and Sangrur under 
PPP mode. Government Medical Colleges at Patiala and Amritsar are being upgraded. 

The State Government Initiatives for treatment of Cancer patients: 

Cancer is a major problem in the state. The state government has taken several measures for 
treatment of cancer patients. These are: 

• Chief Minister Cancer Relief Fund (Mukh Mantrl Punjab Cancer Rabat Kosh) provides 
assistance of Rs. 1.5 lac for treatment of cancer in various governments and empanelled private 
hospitals to all those cancer patients who are residents of Punjab state. Infrastructure for 
treatment of cancer in all the three government medical colleges is being upgraded . 

• A 100-bedded advanced Cancer Diagnostic Treatment & Research Centre at Balhinda has been 
set up. 

• A 50-bedded Surgical Oncology and Radiotherapy Centre has been set up in Civil Hospital, 
Sangrur in collaboration with Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai. 

• A 200-bedded state-of-the-art Cancer Hospital and Research Centre is being set up in Medicity at 
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Mullanpur by Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai, 

• For providing better health care for cancer patients, a Stale Cancer Institute at Amritsar and 
three Tertiary Cancer Centres at Fazilka, Hoshiarpur and Amritsar arc being constnteted. 

The State Government Initiatives fur Eradication of Drug Menace: 

The State Government is committed to eradicate drug menace in an effective manner, 

• The Punjab State Cancer and Drug Addiction Treatment Infrastructure Act, 2013 has been 

enacted. 

• The State Government hns set up five state-of-the-art 50-bedded Drug Do-Addiction Centres at 
Bathinda, Faridkot, Patiala, Jalandhar and Amritsar. 

• The State Government has also established 50-bedded Counseling and Rehabilitation Centres 

for each district. 

• Punjab State Board for De-addiction and Rehabilitation: This board has been constituted 
under the chairmanship of the Hon’blc Chief Minister, Punjab which will supervise the work 
relating to drug de-addiction and rehabilitation in the slate. The Board includes eminent medical 
professionals and prominent civil society representatives. Similarly, in each district, a drug de* 
addiction and rehabilitation society has been constituted under the Chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner of the respective Districts. Civil Surgeon, Psychiatrist, District Social Security 

Officer and SSP are other members to supervise these e fib ns. 

• Outpatient Opioid Assisted Treatment (OOAT) Clinics: A new approach of providing OPD 
based treatment for drug de-addiclion through Outpatient Opioid Assisted Treatment {OOAT) 
project has been launched in all the districts. Presently, 168 OOAT clinics arc functional in all 
the districts up to CHC level where medicines are being provided free of cost to the patients. A 
total of 62,943 patients have been registered in these clinics and another 65,000 patients are 
taking treatment from registered Private De-addiction Centres. 

• Buddy's Programme: In a bid to combat the drug menace through social participation, the 
government has launched the country's biggest addiction prevention programme for all schools 
and college students to educate and motivate them about ill-effects of drugs. It aims to cover 40 
lakh students in the state and till now 5.5 lakh buddy groups have been formed who are 
continuously being taught about the ill effects of drugs by Senior Buddies. 

• Drug Abuse Prevention Officers (DAPO): To create a mass anti-drug abuse movement, DAFO 
programme has been launched and around 5 lakh DAPOs self-volunteers have been enrolled to 
continuously spread awareness and support those in need. 
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11.9 Poverty: 


In common parlance 'Poverty' is the state of being without, often associated with need, hardship & 

lack of resources across a wide range of circumstances* For some, poverty is a subjective & 
comparative term; for others, it is moral and evaluative; and for others, scientifically established. 
Planning Commission oflndia defines Poverty on the basis of Caloric consumption vis: 


• 2400 calories per person per day in Rural areas 

• 2100 calories per person per day in Urban areas 
Less than it means persons are under poverty. 

Monetary Yardsticks to measure the Poverty : 

• Rs. 368 per person per month consumption or income in Rural areas 

• Rs. 559 per person per month consumption or income in Urban areas. 

Poverty Ratio: 

Punjab Government is making efforts to eradicate poverty and generate income & employment in 
State. As per (he latest poverty estimates for 2011-12 prepared by Expert Group constituted under 
the Chairmanship of Dr. C. Rangarajan, percentage of population below poverty line came down to 
113 % (Rural* 7.4% & Urban* 17,6%) in Punjab vis-a-vis 29.5 % in India. Poverty line in rural and 
urban area has been fixed at Rs, 1127,48 and Rs. 1479.27 respectively in Punjab viz-a-viz Rs,972 
and Rs. 1407 at National level. 


It shows that Punjab is marching much ahead of nation in tackling the problem of poverty and it 

is at second ptace among major States followed by Himachal Pradesh which has only 10.9% people 
living below poverty line. 
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Average Monthly Per Capita Expenditure (MPCE): 

Consumption level is also an important parameter for measuring the standard of living of people. 
Average Monthly Per Capita Expenditure (MPCE) calculated by National Sample Survey 
Organization (NSSO) is widely used to compare the consumption level in different stales. According 
to 68 l]l round of NSSO which was conducted during 20)1-12, Average Moiuhly Per Capita 
Expenditure (MPCE) in Punjab is mud; better than country as whole as well as most of the major 
states of the country. Average MPCE of Rural Punjab is Rs. 2345, which is significantly higher than 
the national average of Rs. 1430 and was second highest among major slates after Kerala (Rs. 2669). 

In urban area average MPCE in Punjab was Rs. 2794 whereas at National level it was Rs. 2630. 
Ranking of Punjab nt second place in rural areas after Kerala and the 5th place in urban areas proves 
that there is lesser income inequality between rural and urban areas in Punjab and the standard of 
living of rural Punjab is much belter as compared to other state’s rural areas. 

Poverty Alleviation Programmes: 

Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MG-NREGA): Govt, of 
India had passed Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act in September* 
2005, MGNREGA scheme is being implemented in all the districts of Punjab State w.e.f. 1 -4- 
2008. The objective of the scheme is to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at 
least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial year to every household whose 
adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 


2. Swaran Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojarta (SGSY): is an initiative launched by the 
Government of India as an integrated programme for self-employment of the rural poor. The 
scheme was launched on April 1, 1999, The SGSY aims at providing self-employment to 
villagers through the establishment of Self-help groups. Activity clusters are established based on 
the aptitude and skill of (he people which are nurtured to their maximum potential. Funds arc 
provided hy NGOs, banks and financial institutions. 

3. National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM): is one of the world's largest poverty reduction 
initiatives. NRLM is the restructured version of Swaran Jyanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SJGSY), 
launched recently in 20 JI by Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, to bring the 
poorest of the poor above the poverty line by ensuring livelihood opportunities to them. The 
mission aims to ensure that nt least one member from each rural poor household, preferably a 
woman- is brought under SHGs network in a time bound manner and imparl special training to 
them. After the completion of training, the SHGs will be lied up with the market links and bank 
loans so that the products are sold and a regular income Is ensured to the members. Investing in 
the financial literacy and business planning is the core activity of SHGs formation. 

Slate Govt, has initiated the process of implementation of NRLM in the stale by establishing 
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State Rural Livelihood Mission (SRLM) Society at the State level. The governing body and 

executive committee have also been formed by the Govt, which will guide the society to perform 

various activities under the program. As per the guidelines of NRLM, every state has to prepare 

Init ial Annual Action Plan and submit the same to Ministry of Rural Development, Govt of India 
to start the pilot project. Presently this scheme is running in 35 blocks selected from all the 22 
districts of Punjab, 

4. Indira Annas Yojana: With a view to meeting the housing needs of the rural poor, Indira 
Awaas Yojana (IAY) was launched in May 1985 as a sub-scheme of Jawahar Rozgar Yojana. It 
is being implemented as an independent scheme since 1 January 19%, The Indira Awaas Yojana 
aims at helping rural people below the poverty-line (BPL) belonging to SCs/STs, free bonded 
labourers and non-SC/ST categories in construction of dwelling units and up gradation of 
existing unserviceable kufeha houses by providing assistance in the form of full giant. From 
1995-96, the IAY benefits have been extended to widows or next-of-kin of defence personnel 
killed in action. Benefits have also been extended to ex-servicemen and retired members of the 
paramilitary forces as long as they fulfill the normal eligibility conditions of Indira Awaas 
Yojana. IAY funds are also being earmarked for minorities. Indira Awaas Yojana is a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme on 75:25 basis. 

5. Swaran Jayanti Slieliari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY): This scheme was launched by Government 
of India to alleviate the index of poverty in the urban areas. The scheme has five components; (1) 

Urban Self Employment Programme (USEP), (2) Urban Women Self Help Programme (UWSP). 
(3) Skill Training for Emplayment Promotion amongst Urban Poor (STEP-UP), (4) Urban Wage 
Employment Programme (UWEP) and (5) Urban Community Development Network (UCDN). 

Now, w.e.f April 2014, SJSRY has been replaced with National Urban Livelihood Mission 
(NULM). NULM will cover all the cities with population of one lac or more besides all district 
head quarter town/ cities as per census 2011. 

6. The Punjab Backward Classes Land Development and Finance Corporation 
(BACKFINCO); It provides loans to Backward Classes whose annual family income Is less than 
Rs. 300000/- irrespective of rural and urban areas, to Economic Weaker Sections whose annual 
family income is less than Rs. 100000/- and to Minority Communities whose annual family 
income is less than Rs. 98000/- in the rural areas and Rs. 120000/- in urban areas. 

7. The Punjab Scheduled Castes Land Development and Finance Corporation (PSCFC): The 
aim of the Corporation is to provide loan and subsidy to poor scheduled caste population. 
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11.10 Employment: 

Employment has a major role in the development of any state. An important objective of 
developmental Planning of Punjab has been to provide increasing employment opportunities not 
only to meet the backlog of the unemployed but also the new entrants of labour force. The 
generation of additional employment opportunities in the private sector by promoting investment and 
improving marketable, vocational skills with the use of information technology, arc the major thrust 
areas which are on the top agenda of the state Government. For this purpose, the Department of 
Employment Generation and Training has □ number of projects in hand regarding skill development 
of the youth in the State, so as to enhance their employability 

Un-employment: The magnitude of unemployment in the state continues to be a cause of serious 
concern. The number of job seekers (both educated and un-cducatcd) on the live registers of 

Employment Exchanges during 2018 was 2.94 lakhs, out of which 2.36 lakhs were educated 
unemployed. Out of the educated job seekers, 68.64% were non- technical whereas 31.36% had 

technical qualifications. These unemployment figures do not accurately measure the unemployment 
situation in Punjab as these pertain to only those unemployed persons who register themselves with 
the employment exchanges in search of assistance in finding gainful employment. 

Kale of Unemployment: 

According to 68 th round of National Sample Survey which was conducted by Central Statistical 
Organization. Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Govt, of India, during 2011-12, 
rate of unemployment per thousand is 24 in Punjab as compared to 23 in all India. The details of 
unemployment rate for male 3nd female for rural and urban sector are given in Table below: 
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The State Government Initiatives for Employment Generation and Skill Development: 

The State Government is making all out efforts to enhance the employability of the youth by 
imparting job specific vocational skills. Manpower survey of unemployed has been completed in 22 
districts. The future of Punjab lies with tire youth which make up almost 30% of the total population 
of the State. The skill development of the youth in the state is one of the highest priorities of the state 
government. 
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• The Stale Government has set up an empowered 1 Punjab Skill Development Mission' in 2014 
under the chairmanship of Hon’ble Chief Minister with three tiers at State, District and Block 
level. The Mission will be single point within the Government to formulate and steer various skill 
development schemes. The Mission will bring necessary synergy, oversight and effective co¬ 
ordination in the implementation of the skill development schemes across the departments. 

The following schemes are being run by the Punjab Skill Development Mission with the 
assistance of Central and State Government: 

]. Decn Dyal Upadhya Gramm Kaushalya Yojana (Government of India). 

2. National Urban Livelihood Mission (Government of India). 

3. Building and Other Construction Works (BoCW) (Government of Punjab). 

4. Pnidhan Maniri Kausha! Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) 

To implement these schemes the Mission has already identified private training partners with the 
assistance of National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and they have been allotted 
scheme wise targets. At present, 110 Skill Training Centers have been started. 

Under (his Mission, following efforts arc being done: 

> 5 World Class Multi Skill Development Centers have been established at Amritsar, Ludhiana, 
Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur and Bathinda. 

> 3 Skill Development Centers in the Health Sector have been established at Government 
Medical Colleges of Amritsar, Patiala and Faridkot. 

> 4 specialized Skill Development Centers in construction sector are being set up at Mohali, 
Ludhiana, Jalandhar and Amritsar. 

> 198 Rural Skill Development Centers have been established in Government High/Senior 
Secondary Schools in rural areas in each block of the state. 

• The Stale Government in partnership with the leading corporate houses, has already set up 
following Institutes: 

1. Construction Skill Development Center at Abul Khurana, Lambi block (district Muktsar) with 

the assistance of Larson and Toubro (L&T) company. 

2. State Institute of Automotive Skill and Driving Skill Center at Mahuana, Muktsar with the 
help of Tata Motors. 

3. Training Center in Retail Marketing at Amritsar with the help orBharti-Wall Mart Ltd. 

• Apparel Textiles Design Center is being set up at Khooni Majra in district Fatehgarh Sahib 
after shifting from SAS Nagar. 

• District Bureau of Employment & Enterprise (DBEE): Punjab Government has established 

District Bureau of Employment & Enterprise in November, 2018 as one stop platform for 
employment services in every district headquarters of the State. Following services arc being 
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provided by DBEE& 

1. One-stop platform for the un-employed job-seeker looking for wage employment and the 
employer seeking manpower. 

2. Arrange regular interface between the job seekers and employers in the form of Rozgar Melas 
for placement. 

3. Guidance and career counseling. 

4. Facilitate skill training to increase employability of youth. 

5. Facilitate self-employment, enterprise and entrepreneurship development. 

6. Assisi in obtaining bank loans for start-ups of micro and small enterprises. 

7. Support youth desiring overseas placements. 

• The State Government has also set up a Foreign Employment and Training Bureau under 
Punjab Stale Council for Employment Generation and Training Society for guidance and 
placement of candidates in foreign countries, which would impart training to aspiring candidates. 

• Mass Counseling Programme: In order to create awareness and to provide educational and 

vocational guidance to youth, a Mass Counseling Programme was organized in 2017. Under this 
Programme, 190000 youth were guided about various courses, job opportunities, training and 
other facilities provided by the department to the unemployed youth. 

• Centre for Training and Employment of Punjab Youth(C-PYTE) has been set up to provide 

technical and vocational training to youih. 

• Migrant Resource Center (MRC): Punjab Govt, has also set up Migrant Resource Center 
(MRC) at Chandigarh to control irregular migration. MRC is working as a Telephone helpline 
and walk in Counseling Center for Punjabi youth intending to migrate. 

• Private Security Training: In collaboration with the Punjab Police Security Corporation Ltd., 
the Department has started training courses in private security related trades at Police Training 

Center in Jehan Khclan (Hoshiarpur) and Ladda Kothi (Sangrur). 

• Maharaja Ranjit Singh Armed Forces Services Preparatory Institute at Mohali has been set 
up to prepare + 1 and +2 students for National Defence Academy (NDA) exam. 

• Mai Bhago Armed Forces Services Preparatory Institution (for girls) Mohali has been 
established to provide training to girls for recruitment as commissioned officer in Armed forces 

after +2 level. 

• Marine Academy at Rupnagar is being established to tackle the problem of un-employment, ft 
will provide training to about 600 students from science background to prepare them for various 

trades or navy. 

• General Sham Singh Attariwain Armed Forces Preparatory Institute at Amritsar is being 
established for preparing youth to join Armed Forces. 
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An Employment Commission is being set up under the Chairmanship of the Hobble Chief 
Minister to review and monitor the employment generation schemes in the State. 

Rozgar Atey Karnhar Bureaus arc being established in all (he districts (o carry out fresh 


surveys for preparation of Annual Employment Plans and its ti 


These 


Bureaus will also help the unemployed youth and underemployed to access employment, 
education training, upgrading skills and olher support services to succeed in the labour market 
and also to match the requirements of the employers. The District Bureaus will be run in a 

professional manner and will have support cells facilitating 
entrepreneurs and overseas employment. 


on line registration, development of 


S ha heed fthagat Singh Rozgar Sirjan Yojna - Apni Gadi Apna Rozgar: To provide self 
employmcnt/entrcprencurial avenues to youth of Punjab in Transport sector, the State 
Government has launched a new scheme - Shaheed Bhagal Singh Rozgar Siijan Yojna-Apni 
Gadi Apna Rozgar. Under the scheme, a tie up with international operators tike M/s Ola and M/s 
Ubcr has been made and it is envisaged that 3 lac jobs would be created during the next 5 years. 

Shaheed Bhngut Singh Rozgar Sirjan Yojna - Horn (Green) Tractor Scheme: Under this 
scheme, a tractor along with olher agriculture implements will be given to 25,(100 youths for self- 
employment in agriculture services. 

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Rozgar Sirjan Yojna - Yaari Enterprises: the State Government had 
decided to launch another scheme namely Shaheed Bhagat Singh Rozgar Sirjan Yojna-Yaari 
Enterprise to address unemployment. Under this scheme, either Ihe individual or the group of 
individuals can identify any enterprise for which the Slate Government will provide all necessary 
assistance. The Slate Government has decided to give a 3% interest subvention to the youth. The 

detailed scheme is being prepared in consultation with the banks. It is envisaged that the 
additional 1 lac jobs would be created under this scheme during this year, 

Punjab Ghar Ghar Rozgar and Karobur Mission (PCRKAM): The State Government has 
taken a major initiative to start a new scheme Punjab Ghar-Ghar Rozgar and Karobar Mission to 
provide employment to unemployed youth through career guidance, counseling and vocational 
training through Mega Placement Drive/ Mega job fair. Under the scheme, the government has 
provided jobs to lacs of un-employed youth by organizing five job Melas till now. The Portal 
namely Ghar Ghar Rozgar has been made live in February 2018 and more than 3 lakh jobseekers 
and 9000+ employers have registered themselves on the Portal till date. 

Mera Knmm, Mcra Mann: The state government has decided to launch Mcra Kamm, Mem 
Maan Scheme In which urban unemployed youth between the age group of IS to 35 years will be 

assisted by the District Bureaus of Employment & Enterprise for both skilling and wage 
employment for a specified minimum days in the year. 
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11.11 Public Distribution System: 

Public Distribution System (PDS) is the system whereby food grains are distributed to the poor at 
affordable prices and it also helps in management of scarcity. Under PDS, Wheat, Rice, Sugar and 
Kerosene arc distributed at affordable prices to the poor people, through the system of Fair Price 

Shops (FPS). 

Public distribution system structure sponsored by government includes chain of shops entrusted 
with the work of distributing commodities to the disadvantaged group of the society at very low 
prices. The Central & State government shared the accountability of this system. The central 
government is responsible for procurement, storage and bulk allocation of food grains, whereas the 
state government holds the responsibility for distributing the same to the consumers through the 
established system of fair price shops. The state government is also responsible for operational 
responsibilities including identification of families below poverty line, the issuance of ration cards, 
supervision & monitoring the functioning of Fair Price Shop (FPS) system. 

Targeted PDS: was launched in 1997, under which Stales are required to formulate and implement 
Foolproof arrangements for identification of the poor for delivery of food grains and for its 
distribution in a transparent and accountable manner at FPS level. 

Thus, Public distribution system is implemented by the Stale Government to protect the poor 
families from rising prices of essential commodities in view of their limited purchasing power. The 
Government is expected to protect these sections by controlling prices of essential commodities 
directly or indirectly. 


Anlyodaya Anna Yojana: aims at reducing hunger amongst the poorest segments of the BPL 
families through TPDS. It was launched in 2000. The slates are to bear the distribution and margins 


of dealers. 35 kgs of wheat is provided per BPL family per month @ Rs. 2/kg. 


Alta Dal Scheme: was launched by Punjab Government on 15 th August, 2007. Under this scheme, 
the identified families whose annual income is less than Rs. 30000, arc being distributed: 

■ 5Kg. of Wheat per member per month @ Rs. 4/kg. (maximum 25kg, per family per month) 

• Vi kg. of Dal per member per month @ Rs. 20/kg. (maximum 2.5kg. per family per month). 

This scheme was launched to meet the basic food related needs of economically weaker sections 
of the society. These families have been issued special blue ration cards for distribution of wheat and 
dal. Monthly checking norms have also been fixed for all the field staff in order to ensure that the 
beneficiaries get good quality food grains at the fixed rate, as per their entitlement. 
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Under National Food Security Act, 201? distribution of subsidized food grains to BPL and APL 
categories have been stopped. Now provision has been made to distribute subsidized food grains to 
priority households along with Antyodaya Anna Yojana category. The Government of Punjab has 
implemented New Atta Dal Scheme under National Food Security Act, 2013 w.e.f December, 2013. 

Under NFS Act, 2013, 35 Kg of wheat per month is distributed to Antodya category 
beneficiaries whereas under priority category 5 Kg oT wheal per member per month is distributed to 
identified beneficiaries. The identified beneficiaries in the State arc being distributed 6 months quota 
of wheat at one go. 

■a 

New Atta Dal Scheme: has been launched in December, 2013 by the Government of Punjab. Under 
this scheme identified beneficiaries whose annual income is less than Rs. 60,000, arc being 
distributed: 

• 5Kg. of Wheat per member per month @ Rs. 2/kg. (maximum 25kg. per family per month) 

(Under NFS Act, 2013). 

• Vi kg. of Dal per member per month @ Rs. 30/kg, (maximum 2.5kg. per family per month) (by 
the Slate government). 

After identifying new beneficiaries on the basis of increased limit of annual income to Rs. 
60,000, the numbers of benefited families have been increased from 15.40 lakhs to 36.31 lakhs. 

Smart Ration Card Scheme: The Stale Government has renamed New Atta Dal Scheme as Smart 
Ration Card Scheme during 2017-18 under which Smart Ration Cards are being given to the 
beneficiaries. The New Alta Dal Scheme has also been restructured with the introduction of c*Pos 
machines which ensures efficient distribution of subsidized food grains. The department has 
procured !417c-POS machines for the purpose of distributing wheat under this scheme. 

Wheat is being procured for this scheme under D e-Centra I iz.cd Procurement (DCP) and the same 
is being stored at 269 dedicated DCP godowns and distributed through 16738 Fair Price Shops under 
its bi-annual distribution mode! with the approval of Government of India to the beneficiaries in 30 
kg sealed bags at lire rate of Rs. 2 per kg. The Priority Household category beneficiaries get 5 kg 
wheat per month whereas the Anna Antodaya Yojna category families get 35 kg wheat per month. 
The State Government has to distribute 8.70 lac MT wheat annually to 141.45 lac beneficiaries. 

Note: 

• The Government of India has slopped the allocation of Kerosene Oil to State of Punjab w.e.f 
March, 2017. 

• Distribution of pulses, sugar and tea is yet to be decided by die slate government. 
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Steps taken by State government to ensure the effective implementation of PDS: 

The State Government continued its vigil and control over hoarding, profiteering, black 

marketing and speculation through "Consumer Protection Cell’’. 


• Nigran committees have also been constituted by the Department of Food and Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs at district/sub-division/block level to look after and to monitor the Public 

Distribution System to protect the interests of the consumer 

• PtJNSUP is also playing an important role in providing essential commodities at control prices. 
A well organized Public Distribution System with 1673S fair price shops is working in the state. 

• End to end Computerization of Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) has been done. 

• Automation of Fair Price Shops (FPS) has been done, 

• In order to curb the diversion and leakage of PDS commodities, the State Govt, has made it 
mandatory for all the wholesale dealers in the State to install Vehicle Tracking System (VTS) on 
the Trucks used for transportation of PDS. With the help of VTS, the movement of the (ruck is 
monitored to ensure that they don't deviate from their route. Any stoppage on the route is also 
recorded. Data on movement of PDS Trucks is available on line for Lhe general public and can be 

tracked by anyone. 

• 98.2-4 % Ration Cards have been linked with Aadhaar Numbers and subsidized ration is 
distributed to the beneficiaries in the presence of government functionaries, Panchayat 
members/councilors and members oflocal Vigilance committees. 

• Three TIER Grievance Redressal Mechanism - Internal, External and through State Food 
Commission for redressal of grievances of the beneficiaries have been established. Additional 
Deputy Commissioner level officers have been designated as District Grievance Redressal 

Officers. 


• The Slate Government has also constituted State Apex Committee (SAC) and State Project E- 

Mission Team (SPcMT). 
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11.12 Transport: 

Road!;: 

The total road length in Punjab is 72,212 kms comprising of national highways, stale highways, and 
major district roads and rural roads including village link roads. Alt 12154 villages are linked with 

metallic roads, means 100 % connectivity. All villages in the state were connected with village roads 

in early 1970 * 5 . 

• Total twelve National Highways pass through the slate of Punjab. NH-15 is the longest in terms 
of length (350 kms) among other national highways in Punjab. 

According to 12lh Five Year Plan, the proposed new national highways are: 

• 4 laning of Amritsar-Shri Gnnga Nagar Road (NH- 15) 

• 4 laning of Jalandhar-Jind Road (NH-15) 

• 6 laning of Jalandhar-Dhilwan (NH-1) 

• 4 laning of Kharar-Kurali Road (NH-21) 

Railways: 

'V 

Punjab is well connected through the railway lines Eg. Sriganganagar-Dclhi, Sriganganagar- 
Bathinda-Narwana, Ferozepur-Ludhiana-Ambala, Amritsar-Ambala-Delhi, Palhankot-Fatchgarh 
Sahib. Total route length of railway network in Punjab is 1844.65 Kms. 

Connectivity with Pakistan by Bus Service: 

Punjab is also well connected to Pakistan by Bus service: 

• TANJA AB’: from Amritsar to Nankana Sahib. 

• ‘DOST! 1 : from Amritsar to Lahore. 

Civil Aviation: 

Punjab has the highest airport density in the country. Punjab has both domestic and international 
airports, catering to the needs of both internal and external travel. The main Airports of the State are: 

• Guru Ramdas Ji International Airport, Amritsar (International). 

• Chandigarh International Airport at SAS Nagar (Mohali). 

• Chandigarh Airport (Domestic). 

• Ludhiana Airport (Domestic) (being converted into full-fledged Airport). 

• Civil Enclave, Air Force Station, Bhisiana near Bathinda (Domestic). 

■ Civil Enclave, Air Force Station, Pathankot. 



f’u 



■ 








Transport 


Stale Government Initiatives Tor Transport Sector: 

• The Slate Government is committed to provide safer and affordable travelling facilities to the 

people through operation of (6S0 buses owned by Punjab Roadways/PUNBUS. 

• 16 New Bus Stands are being developed in PPP mode including those at Amritsar, Bamala, 
Batata, Bathinda, Balachaur, Dhuri, Mansa, Gurdaspur, Nakodar, Kartarpur, Patiala, Ludhiana, 
Sirhind, Jalandhar, Raikot and Ropar. 

• The state government has decided to bring a policy Tor the use of electric vehicles to reduce the 
pollution in the State. 

• 32 Automatic Driving Test Centres have been constructed, with a view to provide qualitative 
driving training before issuance of driving licenses, 

• Civil Enclave, Air Force Station, Adampur is being established. 

• Punjab State Civil Aviation Council has been established by the Government of Punjab for 

promotion and co-ordination of aviation related training and education in the State of Punjab. All 

kind of aviation related pilot and engineer education arc provided at one place in the State at 
Patiala Civil Aerodrome. All institutes at Patiala Civil Aerodrome arc sharing resources with 

each other for the benefit of students. 

• The Government of Punjab has established Punjab State Aeronautical College, Patiala under 
the project approved by the Ministry of Human Resources & Development, Government of India 
and funded by the Rashtriya Uchchattar Siksha Abhiyan (RUSA). The said College has now 
become the constituent College of the Maharaja Ranjit Singh Punjab Technical University, 
Bathinda and classes for the B. Tech courses have commenced from the academic session 2018- 

19. 

• The Regional Connectivity Scheme (UDAN) is being implemented by providing air 
connectivity with the six airports of Delhi, Ludhiana, Adampur, Bhatinda, Jammu and Pathankot. 
Government of Punjab had signed an MoU in this regard with the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
Government of India & Airports Authority of India. Government of Punjab is providing 20% of 
viability Gap Funding for the RCS Rights and the balance of 80% is provided by (he central 
Government. 

• Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India and Indian Air Force have given in principle 
approval for the construction of International Civil and Cargo Terminal at Indian Air Force 

Station, Ilalwara. The MoU has been signed in December 2018 between Airport Authority of 
India and Government of Punjab. GLADA (Greater Ludhiana Area Development Authority) wilt 
provide 135 acres of land free of cost to Airports Authority of India as its equity share in this 
project. 
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11.13 Tourism and Culture: 

The Government of Punjab is committed to conserve, preserve and showcase the rich cultural 
heritage of the state. The following initiatives are being taken by the state government for Tourism 

and Culture: 

* Punjab Heritage Tourism Promotion Board, a nodal agency has been entrusted with the 
responsibility of the conservation, preservation, dissemination and documentation of the cultural 
heritage of Punjab in all its form and for the development of Tourism in the State. It is also 
entrusted with the renovation of heritage properties in Punjab and up-gradation of the areas 
around such properties. 

* The following conservation projects are being undertaken in the state: 

> Aam KJias Bagh in Fatehgarh Sahib. 

> Town Hall in Amritsar. 

> Darbar Hall in Kapurthala. 

> Tombs and Rauza Sharif in Fatehgarh Sahib. 

> Rambagh Palace in Amritsar. 

'r Quila Mubarak in Patiala. 

> Fort in Balhinda 

* The state government has constructed following memorials and complexes to promote tourism 
and culture: 

> Khalsa Heritage Complex at Anandpur Sahib. 

> Balia Banda Singh Bahadur Memorial at Chappar Chin. 

> Chhota Ghallughara Kahnuwan Charnb Memorial at Kahnuwan (District Gurdaspur), 

> Wadda Ghallughara Kup Rohira Memorial at Rohira village (District Sangrur). 

> Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar Bhagat Singh Museum, Khalkarkalan. 

> State of the Art Memorial ‘Jang-e-Azadi’ at Kartarpur (District Jalandhar) in the memory of 
people of Punjab who participated in the freedom struggle. 

> War Memorial cum Museum at Amritsar. 

> Bhagwan Balmiki Tirath Sthal (Ram Tirath) at Amritsar. 

* The following memorials arc being constructed in the memory of important events and 
personalities: 

> Gum Ravidas Memorial at Khuralgarh (District Hoshiarpur). 

> Bhai Mardana jt Memorial at Ferozcpur. 

> Baba Moli Ram Mehra ji Memorial at Fatehgarh Sahib, 

> Shahecd Udham Singh ji Memorial at Sunam 

> Swami Vivekanand Memorial 
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> Girja Nand ji Memorial at Kartarpur (District Jalandhar). 

> Baba Jeewan Singh Memorial at Anandpur Sahib. 

> Memorial at Kila Raipur. 

> Saragarhi Memorial, Ferozepur. 

> Jaito Morcha Memorial, Jailo 


Amritsar - An Iconic City: The city of Amritsar occupies a unique status, not only in Punjab but 
internationally. The major works undertaken in the Holy City of Amritsar arc: Construction of 
Entrance Plaza in the Forecourt of Shri llarimandir Sahib, Facade improvement of surroundings 
of Golden Temple, Jallianwala Bagh. Town Hall and Hall Gate. Tire state government has also 
proposed to prepare a comprehensive City Redevelopment Plan for Amritsar. 


Mega Circuit Amritsar - Dera Baba Nanak - Sultanpur Lodhi is being set up. 

The state government has decided to set up a Multi-Disciplinary Project on the River Bcin near 
Sultanpur Lodhi, for showcasing religious and cultural history and beauty of the river. 

The state government is promoting eco-tourism at Ropar and Harikc wetlands. 

Mukh Mantri Tirath Darshan Yatra: To promote the cause of communal peace and harmony, 

the state government has introduced a new scheme namely ‘Mukh Mantri Tirath Darshan Yatra’. 
Under this scheme, facility of free of cost travel to places of religious and cultural importance 
namely Hazoor Sahib, Varanasi, Ajmer Sharif, Mata Chinlpumi and Salasar is provided. A 
special train to Chennai for the Christian community has also been announced under this scheme. 


The 
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new generation about its heritage. 


The stale government has abolished entertainment tax on cultural, musical and theatre shows 
and films which promote Punjabi language and culture and the government has also made 
mandatory for every theatre in Punjab to show at least one Punjabi film a day. 

Sri Anandpur Sahib - Naina Devi Ropeway: The Government of Punjab has signed a historic 
MoU with the Government of Himachal Pradesh for construction of a ropeway between Sri 
Anandpur Sahib and Mata Naina Devi Ji. 

The completion or 350 years of Sri Anandpur Sahib has been suitably celebrated. 

The state government has commemorated the centenary of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre on I3 lh 

I 

April, 2019. To mark this occasion, the Slate Government has conducted a number of literary & 
cultural activities and public functions including a Shahecd Samman rally in Amritsar. 

The State Government is also celebrating the 150th birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi and shall organize literary and cultural activities across the universities, 
colleges and schools of Punjab in the honour of the ‘Father of the Nation’. 

Cele brations Of the 550 th Birth Anniversary of Sri Guru Nnnak Dev Ji: The Sta te is 
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celebrating with complete dedication and fervour die 550 th birth anniversary of Sri Gum Nanak 
Dev Ji in 2019, The following steps are being taken in this regard: 

> Infrastructure development programmes in the historic areas of Sultanpur Lodhi, Dera Baba 
Nanak and Baiala, associated with the life of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji are being undertaken. 

> The ‘Dera Balia Nanak Development Authority’ has been set up for the planned and 
holistic development of Dera Baba Nanak town. 

> A Heritage Museum named *Pind Babe Nanak Da' at Sultanpur Lodhi, depicting the life and 

times of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji is being set up. 

> The Sri Guru Nanak Dev National Institute of Inter-faith Studies in Guru Nanak Dev 
University at Amritsar is being established. This Institute will provide a forum for study and 
research on Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji and on comparative religions. It will also provide a 
platform for inter-faith studies and dialogue by fostering better understanding of the 
contemporary in the 21st century, 

> Rs, 300 crorc has been earmarked in 2019-20 for celebration of 550th Prakash Purab of Sri 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, 

» Food Streets are being set up at Hoshtarpur, Patiala and Bathinda to promote Punjabi zaika i 

Punjabi cuisine. 
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Punjab State Tourism Policy, 2018 

Pun job Government has notified the Punjab State Tourism Policy, 2018 to provide 
impetus to the tourism industry so as to double the footfall of domestic and foreign 
tourists in the State over the next 5 years. 

Main Action Plans of the Policy ore: 

* A Tourism Advisory Council (TACf, chaired by the Minister of Tourism and Cultural 
Affairs, with the Principal Secretary for Tourism and the Director of Tourism os 
members, would be constituted to guide and supervise the policy Implementation. 

• The State would moke constant efforts to improve the existing infrastructure at 
established destinations as we// os fo create new infrastructure at potential 


destinations. 


* Particular attention would be paid fo product deve/opmenf ond diversification, 

* An initiative would be taken for rural tourism and community development. 

* Small and medium-scale tourism enterprises should be motivated to provide a high* 

quality tourism experience fo tourists. 

* The linkage with Travel trade wiif be established by promulgating a strategy for the 
registration and accreditation of tour operators to derive optimum benefits from 

their experience cmd expertise. 


* The Government intends to set up leisure areas at selected locutions in the State for 
peopie who are looking for leisure and solitude. 

* The Government of Punjab will come up with a dedicated set of strategies to 
specifically target the second and third generation overseas Indians in selected 
international markets and motivate them to visit Punjab keeping in view the fact 
that a large proportion of overseas Indians In these markets comprise Sikhs and 


Punjabis. 

* Medical Tourism and Film Tourism will be promoted in Punjab 

* Heritage Properties of Punjab wiii be converted in Heritage Hof e/s far international 


and domestic tourists. 


* To promote multiple destination touring *Huh and Spoke' strategy would be 
odopted wherein one centra! destination acts as the hub for the circuit white 
secondary and tertiary destinations constitute paints of excursion. The Circuit 
Touring Concept would be promo fed through thematic circuits including the 
Heritage Circuit, the Mughal Circuit, the Maharajah Circuit, the Sufi Circuit, 
Amritsar Circuit, the Patiala Trail, the Ludhiana Circuit, the Chandigarh Circuit, the 
Nature Circuit, the Ferozepur Circuit (comprising the fndthPak frontier troll). Taste 
Punjab, the Punjab Retreat, Fashionable Punjab, Punjab in Style, Festive Punjab, 
and Punjab Agritours. These circuits and trails would undergo detailing by working 
out particular itineraries coupted with accommodation, transport and sightseeing 
arrangements. 
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Punjab State Culture Policy, 2017 

Punjab Government has notified new Punjab State Cultural Policy. The state claims to 
hove become the second state in the country, after Manipur, to have such a policy for 
the protection and preservation of its rich culturef heritage, both tangible and 
intangible and passing it on to the future generations. 

The Deportment of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Archaeology, Museums and 

Archives shaft be the nodal department to Implement the Punjab State Culture Policy. 
The Punjab Arts Council shall be an apex level implementation body to carry ouf the 
tasks assigned to it from time to time and will co-ordinate the functions of other cultural 
organizations directly or indirectly associated »v/th it The Punjab Sahlt Academy, The 
Punjab Sangeet Notak Academy and The Punjab Lalit Kata Academy will be other 
implementation level agencies charged with the responsibility of carrying out 
developmental and promotional activities as per their respective Articles of Association. 
Main Action Plans of the Policy are; 

* The stale shall establish an apex level Punjab Cultural Advisory Council headed by 
the Hon'bfe Chief Minister,, comprising top experts in the freld of culture of Punjab, 
to aid and advise the Punjab Government on matters relating to Punjab State 
Culture Policy and promotion and popularization of state's culture among people, 
Punjabi diaspora ond tourists. 

* The state government will strengthen and financially support the Punjab Sahit 
Academy, Punjab Lalit Kata Academy and Sangeet Notak Academy to allow it to 

discharge its functions effectively. 

* A Film City on the tines film cities in Mumbai and Hyderabad, with facilities like 
studios, dubbing etc. shall be established in the state. 

* Facilities for film shooting will be provided for producers eg. single window 
clearances for use of heritage assets of the state * 

* Hie government shall work to revive the Punjab Design Centre at sector — 10 
Chandigarh or at some other suitable location. 

* The Punjab Government recognizes the need to prevent piracy of copyrighted works 
of literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works and the producers of dnemotogroph 
films and sound recordings by effective implementation of relevant laws In its 
territorial jurisdiction. 

■ The state shall endeavour to establish a Museum of Folk Music where visitors con 
listen to old recordings of folk Punjabi music. 

■* The state shall launch o campaign 'Sabhyachar Ton Rojgor Ate Korobori i.e* from 
culture to employment and enterprise' to realize the full employment generation 

potential of culture. 

* An annual culture event shall be launched which wifi be held at a different location 
every year 
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11.14 Social Welfare Schemes of Punjab Government: 

J. Be be Nanki Ladli Bcti Kalyan Scheme: was launched by Punjab government in 20 M. The 

main objective of the scheme is to curb female foeticide and to pro\iile better education to girls. 

Under this scheme, the financial assistance is provided to the families from time to time so that 
they are not burdened with the birth of the girl child. This amount is invested in the name of the 
child with the LIC and enhanced payments are made available to the girl at various stages of life. 

This benefit is restricted only up to two girls per family. 

2. Mata Kaushalaya Kalyan Scheme: was launched by Punjab government in 2011, to increase 

the number of institutional deliveries in the Government Hospitals, under which Rs. 1000 cash 
incentive is provided to all mothers who undergo institutional deliveries in Government hospitals. 
From 8 ,h July. 2015, the stale government has discontinued this scheme. 

3. Shagun Scheme: was launched by Punjab government in 1997-98 for Scheduled caste and 
Christian girts. Under the scheme, Rs. 15000 is provided on the marriage of scheduled caste and 
Christian girls who are above the age of 18. This scheme is provided to those families whose 

annual income is less than Rs, 20000 for rural areas and Rs. 27500 for urban areas. 

In 2017, the government has changed the name of this scheme to ‘Ashirwatl 1 . The 

government has also enhanced the grant from the current level of Rs. 15000 to Rs. 21000 w.c.f 
01,07.2017. The scheme is being provided to Scheduled Caste/Backward Class/Christian 
Girls/Widows/Dri orcee and daughters of Widows of any caste at the time of their marriage. The 
payment mode has been replaced with Online Banking Management System so as to bring to 

transparency in the scheme. 

4. Mai Bhago Istri Shakti Scheme: was launched in 2007 by Punjab Cooperation Department, 
with an aim to empower women especially in rural areas in Punjab. Under the scheme individual 
or group of women would be provided loans at 5 % per annum by Agricultural Societies where 
women societies will be so arranged as to engage them in various kinds of economic activities to 
improve their and their families’ financial position and also to give them self respect and 
confidence. The objective of the scheme is to strengthen their activities through training at 
convenient places and to provide hassle free credit and assistance. The scheme also envisages 
creation of backward & forward linkages by creating a supply chain for providing raw materia] to 

women entrepreneurs with the help of apex/stale level organizations. 

5. Bhai Ghanhya Seliat Sewa Scheme: For the vast majority of rural population of Punjab, the 
cost of health care particularly inpatient care, is a significant barrier in accessing professional 
healthcare in time of need. Very often, the cost of treatment pushes the people to economic ill 
health. Normally, individuals when hospitalized borrow money or sell their assets to cover the 
cost of hospitalization which pushes them into debt trap. 
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The Bhai Ghanhya Sehat Sewa Scheme aims to provide viable means of improving access to 
quality health services for rural community at affordable cost. The main objective is to provide 

cost effective quality health care facilities to the members and employees and their dependents of 
Cooperative Institutions and Cooperative Societies through an Insurance backed Scheme. 

6. Kama Jagrltf Jyoti Scheme: was launched in 1996-97 in Punjab State, to uplift the social status 
of the girls and to reduce the school drop-out rate. The girl child bom on or after 26.01,96 in the 
families living below poverty line or whose annual income is below Rs. 20,000 and are adopting 
two children family norm are covered under the scheme. The beneficiary will have to study up to 
metric. An amount of Rs, 5000 is deposited at the time of the birth of girl child. Beneficiaries are 
paid annual scholarships of Rs. 1200 and Rs. 2400 for the beneficiaries in the age group of 6-12 
years and 12-18 years respectively or lump sum amount at the age of 18 or on 21 years as 
decided by the family. This amount is to be finalized by the LIC at the age of 18 or 21 years. This 
scheme is being implemented by the Department of Social Security. 

7. Bair I Rakshak Yojana: is a we I Tare scheme Tor the cause of the girl-child, has been launched in 
Punjab in 2007, with the objectives of encouraging the birth of girls to balance the skewed sex- 
ratio tn the stale, motivating couples (o adopt terminal method of sterilization in order to stabilize 
growth rate of population, reducing Infant Mortality Rale (IMR) & Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR) by reducing the number of pregnancies and to further bring down Total Fertility Rate. 
This scheme is being implemented by the Department of Health & Family Welfare. An incentive 
of Rs, 500 per month will be given to the female child provided the parents adopt terminal 
method of sterilization after the birth of only one girl. An incentive of Rs. 700/* (Rs, 350 + Rs. 
350) will be available for two girls provided the family adopts terminal method of sterilization 
after the birth of the second girl-child (only if the first child is also a girl-child). The incentive 
will be available till the age of 18 years unless the beneficiary becomes an income lax assesses. 

8. Nanhi Oman: an initiative of the Ranbaxy group and later adopted by Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal, MP from Bathinda, was launched on 27 ,h August 2008. It ts a novel experiment for 
protection ol girS child and our fragile environment. The aim of this project is to create awareness 
against female foeticide and dwindling number of trees. 

9 . Scheme of'Strengthening of Girls Schools in Punjab’: Education is the cornerstone of women 
empowerment. But many of our girl students especially in rural area miss school for lack of basic 
facilities like girls toilet. To ensure that no girl student misses education due to lack of basic 
facilities in schools, the Punjab Government has launched a scheme of ‘Strengthening of Girls 
Schools in Punjab 1 . Under this scheme, 121 Government High Schools/Scnior Secondary 
Schools in 144 CD blocks are being strengthened in terms of basic infrastructure. 

10. SwastH Kanya Yojana: To improve the health and educational status of girls, the state 
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government has launched a new scheme namely ‘Swaslh Kanya Yojana 1 in 2016-17. Under this 
scheme, the government will provide free school bags containing stationery items to girl students 
from 1,1 to l" lh classes. These bags also contain 'Benefit Eligibility Card' showing benefits being 
provided to girls under various schemes. The girls studying from 61,1 to I* 11 in all government 
schools will also be provided 'Kanya Health Care Kits' on monthly basis. The government shall 
also promote distribution of these kits through vending machines in schools. 

11. In order to promote women to become financially independent, ‘Nsnhi Chaim Skill Centres* 
are being set up in rural areas by the state government for training of women in various skills to 

improve their employability. 

12. For women safety, the state government has decided to constitute Special Women Patrolling 
Teams for carrying out patrolling around schools, colleges, market places, malls and multiplexes. 
These teams carry out intensive patrolling around these places to prevent cvc teasing, stalking, 
molestation and other crimes against women. 

13. Shakti, a women safely mobile application, is being launched by the state government. By 
which, women in distress can alert their relatives and local police through a single click on the 


mobile. 

14. A new scheme ‘Carrier Counseling of SC Students’ studying in 9 th to I2 ,h class, has been 
launched at district level in 2015-16 to make SC students aware about the subjects to be selected 
and job avenues. This scheme is being extended to government as well as private schools at tehsil 


and block levels during 2016-17, 

15. The state government has announced to set up Muslim and Christian burial grounds in the state. 

16. Facilities to Senior Citizens: The senior citizens attaining the age of 60 years and above get the 
following benefits: 

• Three seats per bus are reserved in Punjab Roadway/PRTC buses. 

• Separate queues are maintained for senior citizens in all the OPDs in civil hospitals. 

• Separate queues arc maintained for senior citizens for payment of clectricity/water bills. 

17. Concessional Travel Facility to Women above the age of 60 years: The state government is 
providing the concessional travelling facility on half fare in the Punjab Roadways and PRTC 
buses to women above the age of 60 years. 


IS. Free Travel Facility to Blind Persons and Concessional Travel Facility to Handicapped 
Persons: The state government is providing free travelling facility to blind persons and 
concessional travelling facility to handicapped persons in the Punjab Roadways and PRTC buses. 
19. Monthly Pension Scheme for - old age persons, dependent children, disabled persons and 
destitute women is being implemented in the state w.e.f l 41 April, 2005. The Government of 


Dedicated Social Security Fund by enhancing 
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in the Urban areas by 3% and also by imposing 5% extra duty on the electrical bills in the 
State. The state government has enhanced this pension from Rs. 500 per month to Rs. 750 per 

month. 

20. Financial Assistance to Acid Attack Victims: To provide security and Financial assistance to all 

the acid attack victims in order to make them self-reliant, the state government has announced 

Financial Assistance to Acid Attack Victims Scheme in the Budget of Punjab 2017-18. Under 

this scheme, financial assistance of Rs. 8000 per month will be provided to the acid attack 

victims. 

21. Free Units of Electricity to Freedom Fighters: The state government has decided to provide 
300 units per month free of cost electricity to every freedom fighter's home. 

22. For the empowerment of the Backward Classes, the government has increased the reservation 
quota for Backward Classes from 5% to 10% for admission in Educational, Technical & 
Professional Institutions. Further, the State Government has increased the family income limit for 
Backward Classes from Rs. 6 lac to Rs. 8 lac per annum. 

23* Mahila Shukti Kendras: The government has approved a new scheme namely Mahila Shakti 
Kendra (MSK) for the implementation up to 2019-20. The scheme wilt provide an interface for 
rural women to approach the government for availing their entitlements and for empowering 

them through awareness generation, training and capacity building. Student volunteers will 
encourage the spirit of voluntary community service and gender equality. These student 

volunteers will serve as ‘agents of change’ having a lasting impact on their communities and the 

nation. 

24, The state government has decided to set up Old Age Homes in the districts of Bamala and 

Mansa. 
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Sparts Policy, 2018 

A new Sports Policy was notified in the year 20 IS for providing a lot of facilities to the 
players. The Sports Policy, 2018 aimed at rejuvenating sports in the stole and garnering 
new talent at the grass root level 
Main Action Plans of the Policy ore: 

To spread awareness of sports among different sections of society resulting in 
character building and inclusive development 
m To make sports accessible to all members of the society. 

To identify and nurture sporting talents in Punjab of the grass root level and give 
them opportunities to shine in the global sports arena by creating an attractive 
sports-centric ecosystem for all stake holders * 

* To educate parents and emphasize fftof sports should be an Integral part of the daily 
lives of children which will help them to succeed in education and later in life . 

To provide access to all citizens by providing play-fields of all levels. 

* To create positive impact on physical ond mental health of people. To olm at making 
physical activity a fun part of fife by participating in recreational sports and physical 

activities. 

Providing coaching of alt levels and developing role models In the community who 
combine sports with life skills. 

Identifying talent and promoting sports especially among women and especially 
Qblefdifferently able persons* 

To conduct Competitions/Tournaments ot all levels. 

* To ensure welfare of sporting community as well as providing o viable sporting 
career to youths. 

9 To closely coordinate with Punjab Olympic Association and other state level sports 
associations, so that the spirit of Olympics Games is respected, safeguarded and 

developed. 

* To take ail steps to bring about transparency in the working of sports Ciubs & sports 
associations in the State to protect the rights of the deserving sportspersons. 

To ensure sustainable support to all sportspersons who are residents of Punjab and 
sports bodies up to Village level to prepare them to compete in the National 
international & Olympics Games and at the some time encourage/facilitate them to 
create their own sources of revenue to reduce total dependence on the state. 

* To take appropriate Steps to encourage involvement of Private and Corpora ft 
sectors,, NGOs, other Private Organizations and NfUs in development of sports 
infrastructure, training and to conduct sports comper/fioos. The intent is to co- 
create with private sector a partnership which is economically viable and attracts 
private sector for the development of sports In the state. An annual culture event 
shall be launched which will be held ot a different location every year * 
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Institutional Framework: 

• Department of Sports is the Nodal 
Department to achieve the goals of 
Sports Policy. 

Punjab State Sports Council headed by 
Hon’blc Chief Minister of Punjab is an 
advisory and developmental body on 
matters connected with development of 
sports including infrastructure, equipment 


Main Sports Academies in Punjab: 

Olympian Surjit Hockey Academy, Jalandhar. 

Football Academy, Mahilpur, District Noshiarpur. 
Hockey Academy {Girls}, Bo dal. District Muktsar. 

Rifle Shooting Academy {Girls}. Badal, District Muktsar. 
Dasbmesh Marshal Art & Sports Academy, Anandpur 
Sahib. 

State Sports Schools at 01strier. Bothinda & Jolondhor. 

Speed Academy, Ludhiana. 


assistance, both 


and financial, to sports persons, various bodies or organizations connected with sports. 

Punjab Institute of Sports (PIS), INlohsili, a registered society headed by Chief Minister, was 
established in 2015 with an aim to create Long Term Athlete Development programmes and to 
facilitate and develop world class players of international standards in future. Punjab Institute of 
Sports is currently running 15 Centers for Excellence for 12 identified games. The main aim of 
PIS is to improve the infrastructures and standard of coaching at the Centres of Excellence. The 
admitted players would be provided free boarding and lodging, arrangements will be mode for 
their proper education and scientific training under expert Indian & foreign coaches. 

The State Government Initiatives for the promotion of Sports in the state: 

Following steps arc being taken by state government to promote sports in the state: 

As per the policy, the cash incentives provided to the gold medalists of Olympics, Asian Games 
and Common Wealth Games have been increased to Rs. 2.25 crore, Rs. 26 lac and Rs, 16 lac 
respectively. Significant enhancement has been made for silver and bronze medalists also. 

The 6 th Kabaddi World Cup was organized in the state in the month of November, 2016 in which 
12 men and 8 women teams participated. The Champion team in Men Section was provided Rs, 2 
crore and in Women Section Rs. 1 crore as prize money. 

A Woild*ctass Olympic Bhawan has been set up in Mohali for the facilitation of Olympians. 

An International Standard Hockey Stadium has been constructed at Mohali. 

The Punjab Government has set up Golf Academy and Golf Club at Mohali. 

The state government has given sufficient funds for gymnasium equipment in the memory of 
Sahibzada Jujhar Singh and for sports equipments in the memory ofSahibzada Zara war Singh. 

Multipurpose stadiums at all district headquarters have been built or upgraded or are being built. 
An 8-lane Synthetic Athletic Track has been built at Multipurpose Stadium, Bathinda. 

* The State Government has seL up Maharaja Bhupinder Singh Punjab Sports University at 
Patiala for promotion of sports. 

• The government has decided to set up an Iconic Sports Complex at Jalandhar, _ 
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11.16 Home (Law and Order): 

Prevention of crime and improvement of police public relation are the main agendas of the 

Government of Punjab. The following steps are being taken by the government for the improvement 

in Law and Order: 

• Rapid Rural Police Response System: On the recommendation of 2" 11 PGRC (Punjab 
Governance Reforms Commission), Punjab government has launched first nt its kind in the 
country, a Rapid Rural Police Response System under which police assistance is available to the 
remotest rural areas in less than 20 minules of call on a separate dedicated number. 

• Punjab Police Helpline ‘Dial 181': To improve the delivery of services to the citizens of the 

State, the Punjab government took the initiative of setting up a unique toll-free Punjab Police 
Helpline 'Dial 181’, which was launched by Sardar Sukhbir Singh Badal, Deputy Chief Minister 
of Punjab, on August 22, 2013. ‘Dial 181 Punjab Police Helpline' provides round-the-clock 
response, support and assistance to women, children senior citizens, NR Is and other citizens. 

• Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) - 112: The state government has launched 
DAIL - 112, a pan-India network oT the single emergency helpline on which immediate 
assistance can be sought by people. The 112 helpline is an integration of various helpline 
numbers: police (100), Ore (101), women (1091), children (1098), disaster relief (1097) and 
medical and health (108/104). 

• Under the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network System (CCTNS), a mission mode project 
under National c-Govemancc Project, all Police Stations have been digitally connected. Solar 
Power Backup System have been installed in Police Stations across the Slate under CCTNS 
project and 69 more solar power backup system are being installed. 

• A new office of NRI & Women Wing has been opened at S.A.S, Nagar. This NR! Wing is the 
nodal authority at the State Level for monitoring inquiries / investigations involving NRIs and 
Women. 


* Traffic Education has been assigned a high priority. Traffic education cells have been setup in the 
districts to bring awareness about traffic rules and regulations. It is also proposed to introduce 
traffic education as a subject in the schools to educate the children about road safety. 

• Safe City: In an endeavour to ensure a safe environment to the people of the State and make our 
largest and prestigious cities ‘safe’, Ludhiana and Amritsar, would be developed as ‘Safe Cities’ 
on the pattern of New York City by deploying the latest and most sophisticated crime prevention 
technology solutions. The 'Safe City' Project involves installation of smart cameras, various 
types of sensors, and Automatic License Plate readers at all city entry and exit points, important 
traffic junctions, shopping malls, etc. The implementation of the ‘Safe City’ Project over the next 


12-15 months at a cost of about 150 crore rupees would revolutionize policing and public safety 
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operations in the State bringing it on par with the most modem cities in the world. 

■ Night policing - The Government has set up ‘Night Policing* system all over the slate for 
improving the safety and security of its citizens. A section of the police force is designated for 
night patrolling on national highways, state highways, corporation towns and other major towns. 

• Non Lethal Weapons - In order to deal with law and order situation, the Punjab Police would 
equip its two units of Anti Riot Police (ARP) and the district police with non-lcthal weapons to 
minimize the use of force and injury in crowd control and law and order situation. It would 
involve procurement of non-lcthal 12 bore pump action rifle (rubber bullets), water cannons, 
vajra vehicles, polycarbonate lathis, polycarbonate shields, helmet with visor and body armour. 

• ‘Saanjh’: The community policing project, Saanjh. a unique initiative has been taken by the 
Punjab Government to bridge the gap between the police and the public. Saanjh project was 
conceived for the purpose of community participation in resolving disputes and conflict in the 
society. The project aims at providing basic police services through a single window system. The 
Saanjh Kendras are being set up at district, sub-division and police station level to provide a 
dignified forum to citizens to have access to police services, for resolving domestic violence and 
dowry dispute and to build citizen and police partnership. These Saanjh Kendras have been 
networked through the web based software namely ‘Saanjh Software*. Each ‘Saanjh Kendra’ is 
an autonomous registered society collectively managed by representatives of the community and 
police functionaries. . 

• To boost the State's preparedness in countering terror critical engine. Special Operation Group 

has been set up. 

• To ensure safety of women in the State, CCTV surveillance systems are being installed in all 

Government schools, colleges and other public places. 


» 
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11.17 Governance Reforms: 


Punjab Governance Reforms Commission (PGRC): was appointed by the Government of 
Punjab in 2009 with a view to reduce the mis-trust and distance between the citizens and the 
government and to amend the procedure to meet productivity deficit. 


The Stale Government re-established the 2^ Punjab Governance Reforms Commission in 
March, 2012. The new commission is having a look at civil and criminal justice system, 


procedure for industrial development, regulation framework for NRI Affairs, Health and Medical 
Education, Education, Technical Education, Employment and Fiscal Management. 


• Right to Service Act; Based on the recommendations oT the PGRC, the Government of Punjab 
enacted Right to Service Act in 2011 with a view to provide delivery of 67 services (Now, 351 — 

67 originally + 2 added in 2012 + 80 added in 2013 + 37 added in March, 2015 + 165 recently 
added in 2016) to the people of the state in a time bound manner. Originally 67 services were 
notified in the Act. The RTS Act - 2011 was enacted with the sole objective of providing an 
effective frame work for time bound delivery of services being provided by various government 
departments in order to promote transparency and accountability. The RTS Act-2011 has 
empowered people to seek services in a hassle free, corruption free, transparent and time-bound 
manner through different service delivery mechanism. This ensures that people lake maximum 
advantage of time bound service delivery system. The services delivered within the prescribed 
time limits and without any hassle enhances credibility of the government functioning. Punjab is 
the first slate in the country that introduced the element of accountability by enacting the RTS 


Act. 

As per Section 12 of the PRTS Act-2011. Punjab Right to Service Commission (PRTSC) has 
been constituted consisting of I Chief Commissioner and 4 Commissioners who looks aflcr the 
task of effective implementation of the Act. PRTSC has been entrusted with the task of making 
suggestions to the slate government for ensuring better delivery of services. 

• Punjab is all set to become the first slate in the country to deliver all the Citizen-Centric services 
online by operationalizing the various e-Govemancc projects like e-District, SSDG (State Service 
Delivery Gateway), Sewa Kendras etc. Further the internal efficiency of the Government is being 

k 

improved with implementation of projects like c-Qfficc and Human Resource Management 
System (HRMS). 

• E-d{strict Project: has been successfully implemented with automated back-end process for 
delivery of 42 services in almost all the 22 districts of the state. 

• E-Oillce project has also been implemented in all districts for paperless office. 

« E-Fard Kendras: The Punjab Government has computerized all the land records like iamabandi 
(includin g the Khasra and Khaiauni), Mutation and Roznamcha waqiati. The Government has 
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opened Fard Kendras in 137 Tehsils/sub-lehsils in the state and at every Fard Kendra; the 
computerized land records of all the villages arc available. Owners can get the nakkals of their 
land records on the spot from any Fard Kendra or even access them online. 

• E-tendering has been implemented with online mode of payments in 41 Departments/ 
Organizations to bring transparency and cost savings in procurement. 

• Sewn Kendras (Unified Service Centres): Sewn Kendras are a onc-stop solution for rendering 
various types of applications and document renewal services related to birth & death certificate, 
bus passes, electricity bill paymenl, identity card services, marriage registration, arms license, 
electricity bill payment, identity card services and affidavit attestation, payment of property tax, 
evaluation of landed/ immovable properly, issue of income certificate, nationality and nativity 
certificate, sanction for social security benefits to old age, handicapped, widow, sanction of 

building plans, transfer of ownership, agriculture services related to seeds / fertilizers / 
insecticides, caste services, collection of bills, and aadhar and passport related services. 

These citizen-service centres were started in 2005 and initially named os Suwidha (Single 
User-friemlly Window Disposal and Helpline for Applicants) Centres. These were run by the 
Sukhmani Society, headed by (he respective Deputy Commissioner. In August 2017, Suwidha 
Centres had made way far (he Scwa Kendras. Under Web-Suwidha Project, the wcb-cnablcmcnt 

of Suwidha software was implemented in all Suwidha Centres, for anywhere access of the 

application and centralized 

monitoring of citizen service 
delivery. Between August 2016 
and January 2018, 2,147 Kendras 
were established at (he district and 
sub divisional levels and one each 
for a cluster of villages for 
providing citizen centric services 
to the citizen at their doorsteps 

covering a population of up to 
10,000. Scwa Kendras initially 
offered 77 services. Now, 153 
citizen- centric services arc being 

provided to the people. 

• The State Government has signed 
Tri-Partite agreement with 
Government of India to create 


Rationalization of Sewa Kendras: 
Due to the high funning cost of $ewa 
Kendras, the state government has 
recently decided to rationalize these 
centres. As per the official record, the 
overage monthly revenue generated by 
these centres is nearly Rs 4 crore against 
the monthly expenditure of Rs 17 crore. 
The piling up of fiscal liability Is affecting 
the services at the centres. An option 
being cited was downsizing the 
operations, resulting in delay In services. 
Thus, the state government has decided 
to rationalize the number of centres and 

save costs. 
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National Optical Fibre Network 
(NOFN). Under National Optical 
Fibre Network (NOFN), broadband 
connectivity to more than 12000 
Gram Panchayats of the state will 

be provided. 

• Digital Punjab Initiative; To 

bring efficiency, transparency, 
accountability, ease of availing 
services by the residents and to 
curb corruption in public service 
delivery, the state government 
intends to launch 'Digital Punjab’, 

a project that envisions complete 
back-end computerization of all 
Government departments and 
digitisation of legacy data for 

providing Government to Citizen 
(G2C) and Government to 
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Do You Know 

The Punjah Government has been 
conferred with *t Best Governance 
Practice" Award, 2015 by the Prime 
Minister, for its unique citizen-centric 
initiative to abolish non-stotutory 
affidavits in the state. Punjab become the 

first state in the country to abolish the 

practice of seeking affidavits in 2010. The 
affidavit has been dispensed with for 89 
services to start with except in cases 
where it is mandatory under the law. This 
reform has resulted in annual savings of 
Rs. 600 crore, including monitoring cost 
of getting the affidavit and opportunity 
cost of lass of productivity and wages. 


Business (G2B) services in a time bound manner. The project will be scaled up by including 
more services over the next two years. Digital Punjab would also integrate electronic payments & 


receipts. Mobile Apps while undertaking comprehensive Government process reengineering 
(GPR) to ease the G2C services. With the launch of Digital Punjab initiative all Citizens and 


NRIs will be able to avail a variety of services from the comforts of their homes from any comer 


of the world thereby eliminating the need to visit the Government offices. The Department of 
Governance Reforms will provide the technical assistance to all departments to realise the vision 


of this Government. 
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Chapter 12 

Culture of Punj ab 


12.1 Introduction: 

Punjabi Culture is one of the oldest and richest cultures of the world. The history, sophistication and 
complexity of the culture is quite vivid and vast. There is an exclusiveness and vivacity in the life 
style of the Punjabi people. 

The people of Punjab are friendly, hospitable, hard working and relish living. Punjabi songs arc 
full of melody. The drum beats add to the exuberance of Punjabi music. The dance style of Punjab 
has more flavour with its bhangra, gidha, kikli and sammi. 

The festivals of Punjab make the culture more interesting. Folk music is the soul of Punjabi 

culture. Punjabi music relates to the zestful people of Punjab, 

The traditional attire of Punjab is kurta-pyjama with turban for men. Women prefer Patiala suits 
as a pact of their traditional attire. 

Punjabis are known for their utmost interest in arts and craft. Punjabi art is described as a 
creation or expansion of something beautiful especially in visual form. Phulkari is recognized world* 
wide for its intricate work. Shawls in silk are carefully hand woven using traditional motifs as 

designs. 

Punjab museums possess an extensive range of paintings and sculptures by many Indian artists as 
well as a collection of Indian miniature of the Mughal, Rajasthani, Pahari and Sikh schools. The 
museums also houses a fine collection of medals and arms, as these are objects of Princely states 
with sections on archaeology, anthropology, tribal and folk arts depicting different concepts and 
scopes in the pattern of art and culture. The main occupation of Punjabis is agriculture; soils are well 
irrigated and abound with produce specific to the season. 

The century old Punjab culture is renowned for its tolerance, progressive ness and logical 

approach to life. 
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12,2 Gurmukhi Script and Ptmjnht Language: 

GurniukUi Script: 

Gurmukhi is the name of the script used in writing Punjabi. The name ‘Gurmukhi’ is derived from 
an old Punjabi term 'Guru mukhi’ literally means - ‘from die mouth of the Gum*. 

Though the letters existed before the lime oTGuru Nanak Dev ji, as they had their origin in the 
Brahmi Script, but the origin of the script is attributed to Guru Angad Dev ji, who gave new shape 
and new order to the alphabets and made it precise and accurate. 

Gurmukhi is a system of arising called an ‘abugida’, where each consonant has an inherent vowel 

(a) that can be changed using vowel signs. 

All Gurmukhi letters have uniform height and can be written between two parallel horizontal 
lines, with the only exception of §. From left to right, loo they h3ve almost uniform length, only W 

(aira) and fcf (ghaggha) may be slightly longer than the rest. The Gurmukhi syllabary, has total 35 

alphabets (including 32 consonants and 3 vowels) begins with § and ends with 3". Six new alphabets 

have lately been introduced with dot at the bottom of consonants to represent borrowed sounds such 
as i, kh, gh, z, l and f In addition it has 3 consonant symbols (bindi, tippi and adhak) and 3 
conjunctions (rara, vava and haha). 

Gurmukhi has played a significant role in Sikh faith and tradition. Originally employed for the 
Sikh Scriptures, now it is used in all spheres of culture, arts, education and administration. It is the 
state script of the Punjab. 


Punjabi Language: 

Punjabi is the language of Punjab. It was introduced as an official language of the state on 13 April, 

1968, under the Punjab official language Act, 1967. 

Punjabi is an Indo-Aryan language. It emerged as an independent language in 11 th century. 
Punjabi has three dialects (namely Eastern Punjabi, Western Punjabi and Pahari or Dogri Punjabi) 
with a number of sub — dialects in each of these. 

Eastern Punjabi is the language of Indian Punjabi, which has four given below sub-dialects: 

1, Majht 

2, Malvai 

3, Doabi 

4, Puadhi 

1. Majht; ft is the most important dialect because it has been adopted as the standard Punjabi for 
genera] purpose. Majhi is spoken in the Majha region of Punjab including the districts of 
Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Tam Taran and Pathankot. It is also called as ‘Taxali Bob'. 
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2. Malvai: It is mainly spoken in the Malvai Region of Punjab and also in some northern districts of 

Haryana like Ambala, Hisar, and Sirsa etc. Main areas in Punjab are the districts of Ferozepur, 
Fazilka, Faridkot, Baihinda, Bamala, Sangrur, Mansa, Patiala, Moga, Muktsar, Ludhiana, 
Rupnagar and Fatehgarh Sahib. 

3. Duabi: This dialect is historically spoken in Doaba Region of Punjab, the area falling between 
the two rivers, the Beas and the Satluj. It includes Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur, Kapurtbala and 

N □ wans hah r districts. 

4. Puadhi: Puadhi is spoken in the areas lying in south, south east and eastern Punjab. The main 
areas are Rajpura, Patiala, Rupnagar, Anandpur Sahib, KJiarar, Kurali, Nurpubedi, Pail etc. 

It is important to note that all the Punjabi dialects have been influenced in greater or lesser 
measure by the arrival of Hindu and Sikh migrants from Pakistan who speak Pothohari and Lchndi 
dialects, besides Majhi. 
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12.3 Literature of Punjab: 

Classical Literature of Punjab; 

The advent of Islam in India has its philosophical, linguistic and literary consequences. The attempt 
at a compromise of Hinduism and Islam resulted in growth of Sufisiic traditions. The Classical 
Punjabi Literature started with Farid-ud-Din Oanj-i-Shakar (Baba Farid). 


Shaikh l-'urid (Baba Farid) (1173-1265 A.D): 

He was a Sufi mystic and teacher, bom at Kolhewal (near Multan) in 1173 A.D. He was named after 
the Sufi poet Fariduddin Attar, author of several works on Sufi philosophy. 

He became famous by the first part of his name ‘Farid’. He also acquired the appellation of 
‘Shakarganj’ or ‘Ganj-i-Shakar’ (Treasury of Sugar). Shaikh Farid was the disciple of Khwaja 
Qutubddin Bakhliyar Kaki, who himself was a disciple of Khwaja Mumuddin Chisti, founder of the 

Chisti order. 

He is known to be the first recorded poet in the Punjab language. One of his most important 
contributions to Punjabi literature was his development oTlanguage for literary purposes. The poetry 
of Baba Farid as preserved in the Guru Granfh Sahib is deeply sensitive to the feeling of love and 
compassion. The main theme of his Bani consisting of four Sabdas (hymns) and 112 Slokas 

(couplets) is dispassion towards the world and its false attractions. 


Guru Nanak Dev ji (1469-1539 A.D.): 


Gum Nanak Dev ji made the greatest contribution to 
Punjabi Literature. He was a great poet. Nanak 
himself composed Punjabi verse incorporating 


[ Works and Compositions: 

Japji Sahib, Sidha Goshta, Dokhonl 
Oankoru, Kirtan Sohila and Borah Maha . 


vocabulary from Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, and other Indie languages as characteristic of the Gurbani 


tradition. 


Guru Arjan Dev ji (1563-1606 A.D.): 

The most significant undertaking of Gum Arjan Dev ji was the compilation of *Adi Granlh\ The 

‘Adi Granih’ contained the composition of four | Works and Compositions: 

preceding Gums and of Gum Arjan Dev ji himself. It I Adi Granth, Sukhmant Sahib, Gauds , Majjh 
also contained the hymns by saints both Hindu and l and Barah Akhar. 

Muslim including Shaikh Farid, Kabir and Ravidas. Guru ji have arranged the hymns in thirty 
different Ragas. 

Bkai Gurdas (1551-1636): 

He was a Punjabi Sikh writer, preacher and religions figure. He 
was a leading figure in early Sikhism. He was initiated into 


Works and Compositions: 

Varan and Kobitt Savaiwe 


Sikhism by Gum Ram Das ji in 1579. He acted as scribe with Gum Arjan Dev ji to write the first 
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copy of [he Sikh Scripture 'Adi Grant h\ The copy written in his hand is preserved to this day in the 

family of the Guru’s descendants at Kartarpur in Jalandhar district. He was a man of wide learning 
especially in ancient texts and philosophy. 

Shah Hussain (1538-1599): 

Bom in Lahore (Pakistan), was a Punjabi Sufi poet and Sufi saint. He was contemporary of Akbar 
and Jahangir. He was a close friend of Guru Arjan 


Dev ji. He is considered a pioneer of the Kafj forni of 
Punjabi poetry. The Symbol used in his kafis are 


Works and Compositions: 

Aage Nain Doonghi, Aokh Ni Maye Aokh, 
Aap Nv Pachhan Bonde, Amlan De Upper 


taken from the day to day life of a weaver. A typical I Hon Nibere, Mot ne Main Kinon Aakho 


Hussain Kali contains a refrain and some rhymed 


and Ik Din Toinu Supna Theesan. 


lines. The number of rhymed lines is usually between four and ten. His poetry is set to music. Many 
or his Kafis are part of the traditional ‘Qawwali’ repertoire. 

■f 

Guru Gnhind Singh ji (1666-1708 A.D.): 

The collection of writings attributed to Guru Gobind Singh ji is known as ‘Dasvcn Padshah Ka 


Granth'. It is popularly called as Dasam Granth. It is a 
compilation of hymns, philosophical writings, 
autobiography of the Guru and many fables. 

For him poetry was a means of revealing the 
divine principle and concretizing a personal vision of 


Works and Compositions 

Jaap Sahib, Akof Ustat, Bachltro Natak, 
Chandi Charitra, Chandl di I /or, Gyan 
Prabodh, Chaubls Avtar, Khatse-dl- 

Mahima, Swayyal, Zafarnama 


the Supreme. He preached the worship of the One Supreme Being, deprecating idolatry and 
superstitions. 

Bulleh Shah (1680-1757 A.D.): 

He was a Punjabi Sufi poet, humanist and philosopher. He was a fakir of Qadri order and a disciple 


of Shah Inayat. His poetry' is a great satire on any type 
of religious orthodoxy. He has shown extreme bravery 


Works and Compositions 

Makkeh Gaya Gat Mukdee Nahin, Bulleya 

and secularism while writing against the religious I j ana Main Kon, Main Jana Jogt De 
bigotry and tyranny of the rulers of his time. Major I Naal, tshq De Mo ween No ween Bohar, Ek 


Ntikte Wich Gai Mukdee Ae 


part of Bulleh Shah's verse is in the Raft form like 
Shah Hussain, but he has written in some other forms loo, like Dohre, Baramah, Athvarn and Siharfi. 
Warts Shah (1722-1798): 

Bom in Jandiala Shcr Khan; (Pakistan), was a famous Punjabi Sufi poet of chisti order. He was a 


disciple of Pir Makhdur of Kasur. He is also honoured as the 
’Shakespeare of Punjab’ because of his great poetic love story 
*Heer Ranjha\ based on the traditional folk tale of Heer and her 


Works and Compositions 

Heer Raniha 


love Ranjha. Waris Shah also submitted his own unrequited love for a girl, Bhag Bhari, in writing 
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romance. His verse is a treasure-trove of Punjabi phrases, idioms and saying. Many verses of Waris 
Shah arc widely used in Punjabi in a moral context eg. “ft 'arts Shah Naa Adtaan Joandiyan Ne, 

Bhavein Katiye Porian Porian Ji, * 


Modern Literature of Punjab: 


The Victorian novel, Elizabethan drama, free verse and Modernism entered Punjabi literature 
through the introduction of British education. The first Punjabi printing press (using Gurmukhi font) 
was established through a Christian mission at Ludhiana in 1835, and the first Punjabi dictionary 
was published by Reverend J. Newton in 1854. The Punjabi Modem literature developed through 
Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha, Bhai Vir Singh, Nanak Singh, Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, Dhant Ram Chatrik, 
Puran Singh. Ishwar Chandar Nanda, Amnia Prilam and Shiv Kumar Batalwi. 


Bhai Kahn Singh of Nablia ([861 - 19.18): 

He was bom at the village Sabaz Banera, which was 
then a territory of Princely state of Patiala. He was a 
celebrated scholar and encyclopeadist. He took the 
leading part as a writer in the religious reform 
movement named as Singh Sablia movement. Among 
his works which were published posthumously are 
Gurmat Mat-land (1966) and a travelogue (1984), 

Bhai Vir Singh (1872 - 1957): 


Works and Compositions: 

Gurushobad Rotonakor Mahan Kosh 
{known as Sikh Endopdia), Raj Dh a ram, 
Natok Bhavarth Dipika, Ham Hindu 
Nahin, Gurmat Prabhakar, Gurmat 
Sudhakar, Guru Chand Divakar, Guru 
Sobod Atonkar, Guru Giro Kasouti, Visnu 
Purana, Sadu and Chandi di Var. 


Bom at Amritsar, was a poet and scholar who played an important role in the revival of Punjabi 


literary tradition. He was a major figure in the Sikh 
renaissance. For his pioneering work in several 
different genres, he is acknowledged as the creator of 
Modem Punjabi literature. In 1892, he set up a 
lithograph press and began printing textbooks for 


Works and Compositions: 

Sundari, Bijay Singh, Solvent Kaur, Baba 
Naudh Singh, Dil Tarang, Taret Tupke, 
Lahiran di Har, Matak Huiare, Bijeiian de 
Har and Mere Salon Mo. 


schools. He look active interest in the affairs of Singh Sabha Movement and launched the Khalsa 


Tract Society in 1894. 

The first play written in Punjabi, Raja Lakhdata Singh (1910), also came from the press of Bhai 

Vir Singh, He revised and enlarged Giani Hazara Singh’s Sri Guru Granth Kosh (originally 
published in 1898). He started a Punjabi weekly entitled ‘Khalsa Samachar 

Awards & Honours: He was honoured with the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1955 and Padma 
Bhushan Award in 1956, 
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Kirpsi Sagar (1875- 1939); 

He was a great Punjab poet and major figure of 
Punjabi literature. He was successively a teacher, a 


Works and Compositions; 

Lakshmi Devi, Maharaja Ran)it Singh, 


banker and publisher. He ran his own publishing press I Dido Janlwal and Man Torang. 
from Lahore. 

Dhani Ram Chatrik (1876 - 1954): 

Dhani Ram who adopted the pen-name of Chatrik, born in Amritsar, was one of the great poets of 


modem age in Punjab. He actively promoted the 
Punjabi language, culture and publications. In 1926, 


Works and Compositions: 
Ramati Seth, Bhortorihori, NohDomyonti, 


he became the President of ‘Punjabi Sahit Sabha’ I Chandanwari. Kesar - Kiari, Navan 


(Punjabi Literary Association). Dhani Ram Chatrik 
highlighted the theme of composite and secular 


Johan, Noorjahon Badshah Begum, 
Sufikhana and Fulton di TokrL 


Punjabi culture. He wrote in simple and idiomatic Punjabi. Dhani Ram Chatrik consciously gave a 



direction to Punjabi poetry towards realism. 

Prof. Purun Singh (1881 - 1931): 

He was a Punjabi poet and scientist, bom in a Khatri 
family at Salhadd (now in Pakistan). Though a bom 
Sikh, he became a Sanyasi under lire influence of 

Swami Ram Tirath. The meeting with Bhai Vir Singh 

in 1912 at Sialkot proved the final turn of a spinning I Wheel, Unstrung Beads, The Spirit 
soul in search of certitude. It was after this meeting Oriental Poetry. 


Works and Compositions: 

Punjabi: Khuihe Maidan, Khulhe 

Ghund, Khuihe Lekh and Khulhe Asmani 
Rang, Puran Nath Jogt and 

English: The Sisters of the Spinning 




that he regained his lost faith in Sikhism. He wrote beautiful and tender poetry both in English and 


Punjabi. 

Gnrhaksh Singh Prcellar! (1895-1977): 

He was a Punjabi novelist and short story writer. To 
share his vision and philosophy of life with others, he 


Works and Compositions: 

Gurubaksh Singh de Mahavichor, Merbn 
Abhul Yaddan , Prasann iammi Umar, 


started the monthly journal ‘Prectlari’ in 1933. He I Nawa Shivala, Khulla Oar, Eho jog Saada, 


established ‘Preet Nagar' township that was at 
equidistance between Amritsar and Lahore. 

Awards and Honours: He received Sahitya Akadcmi Fellowship in 1971. 


Mere Jharokhe Chon and Rukhan 
Jirrond 



lshwar Chandra Narnia (1892 - 1966): 

Bom in Gurdaspur is known as Father of Punjabi 


Works and Compositions: 

Suhag, 8ebe Ram Bhaini, Subhaddra, 


Drama. In 1913, he wrote one-act play Suhag and I shamu Shah, Beiman, Sukhras ■ Lilly Da 
also directed this to storage. This attempt is still [viah or Varghar and Mon da Deputy. 

celebrated as First Punjabi slagc-play. Dramas written prior to this script were never staged. 
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NanakSIngli (1897-1971): 

He was a poet, songwriter and a novelist in the Punjabi language. He was bom as Hans Raj, in a 


Punjabi Hindu family at Jhclum district (now in 
Pakistan) and changed his name to Nanak Singh after 


Works and Compositions: 

Chitta tabu, Fauladi Phut. Kagtan di Bed, 


adopting Sikhism. His writing in support of India’s I piar di Duniya, Dhundte Parchaven, Love 


independence movement led the British to arrest him. 
He published several novels which won him literacy 

acclaim. 

Awards and Honours; He was honoured with the 
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1962 for Ikk Mian do 


Marriage, 


Gorib 


di Duniya, 


Adb 


Khiriapbuf, Pavittar Papi, Jivan Sangram, 
Tutti Vina, Ganga Jal Vich sbarab, Dur 
Kinara, Khun de Sahiie, Agg di kbed, Katti 
Hoi Patang, Suman Konto , Adam Khar, 
!kk Mian do Tafwpra, Khooni Visakhi 


Talwara. In 1998, a postal stamp was released in honour ofNanak Singh 
Prof. Mohan Singh (1905 - 1978): 


Bom at Mardan (now' in Pakistan) was a noted Punjab 
of modem Punjabi poetry. He was well read in 
English, Persian, Punjabi and Urdu literatures. He 
worked as a lecturer in Khalsa Collage, Amritsar, He 


and one of the early 


Works and Compositions: 


Sanve Patter, 


Bube, 


Kasumbhara. 


Adhvate, Kacb Sach, Awazan, Wad da 


also worked as Professor Emeritus at the Punjab I y e / 0 j a \ Mlf Jandre Nankayan and Pan} 


Agriculture University, Ludhiana. I Darya (monthly). 

Awards and Honours: He was honoured with 
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1959 for *Wadda Vela*. Prof. Mohan Singh Memorial International 
Cultural Mela is organized every year in honour of Prof. Mohan Singh by Prof, Mohan Singh 
Memorial Foundation. 

Gurdtal Singh (1933 - 2016): 

Bom in Jalandhar district, was a distinguished Punjabi playwright and short story writer. With over 
100 books in Punjabi to his credit, he has contributed 
to almost all genres on literature, but it is as a 
dramatist that he has made his mark. He died in 


August, 2016. 

Awards and Honours: He was awarded various 


Works and Compositions: 
dhaganwata, Marhi Da Deeva, Anbae, 
Addh Cbanan Raat, Anhe Ghorean do 
Daan, Saggi Phul, Kutta te Aadmi, Segana 
Find. 


awards over the course of his life, including the Sahitya Akademi Award in Punjabi in 1975 for the 
novel 'Adb Chananl Raat\ the Padma Shri in 1998 and the prestigious literary award Unanptlh 
Award' in 1999. He shared the Jnanpith Award with Hindi language author Nirmal Vcima. 
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Bulraj Salmi (1913 - 1973): 

Bom Yudhishtir Sahni at Rawalpindi (Pakistan), the renowned film actor, was also a writer of 


distinction in Punjabi. Through his early writings 
were in English, he switched over to Punjabi and 
focused his attention on the promotion of Punjabi 
literature and culture. 

Awards and Honours: He received Padam Shri 


Works and Compositions: 

Meta Pakistan Sofar, Meta Rusi 
Safamamo, Meri film! A tmakotho 
(autobiography), Shabzaadon Ka Drink, 
Baozi (screenplay A Ek Safar and Daastan. 


Award in 1969. A postage stamp, bearing his face, was released by Indian Post to honour him in 


2013. 


Balvvant Gargi (1916 - 2003); 

Bom at Bathinda, was a renowned novelist, short 
story writer dramatist, theatre director and 
academician. His standard of fiction writing can be 
judged from his novel Kakar Reta. 

Awards and Honours; He was awarded the Sahitya 
Akademi Award for his book ' Rang Mancb He got 


Works and Compositions: 

Plays; Loha Kutt, Kesro, Kanok di Baiii, 
Sohni Mahiwal, Sultan Razia, Soukan, 
Mirza Sahiba and Dhooni di Agg 
Short Stories; Mircho wala Sadh, Pattan 
di Berhk Kauri Disi, Bebe and Rang Manch 
Autobiography: The Naked Triangle 


Padma Shri Award in 1972 and Sangeet Nalak Akademi Award in Punjabi play writing in 1998. 
Karlur Singh Duggal (1917 -2012): 

He was one of the most prolific fiction ist in Punjabi. This Works include short stories and novels. 
There are several strands in his stories which are 
marked by a consummate artistry and psychological 
insight. 

Awards and Honours: He was honoured as the best 

litterateur by the Government of Punjab in I9G2. He 
was also awarded with Padma Bhushan in 1988 and 


Works and Compositions: 

Dong or, Ikk Chhit Chananh Di, Nawan 
Ghar, Sonar Bangta, Torkalan Vete, 
Sardar Paonam Ki Raat, Tere Bhanhe, 
Mini Musolman Ki, Bond Darwaaze and 
Koramot. 


Sahitya Akademi Award in 2007. He was also honoured with the nomination to the Rajya Sabha. 
Amnia Pritam (1919-2005): 


Bom as Amrit Kaur, was an Indian writer and poet 
who wrote in Punjabi and Hindi. She is considered 

the first prominent woman Punjabi poet, novelist and 

■ 

essayist. She produced over 100 books of poetry, 
fiction, biographies, essays, a collection of Punjabi 

folk songs and an autobiography. 

Awards and Honours: She became the first woman 
to win the Sahitya Akademi Award for her magnum 



Works and Compositions: 
Novels: Pin jar, Sogor aur Seepian, Rang 
Ka Patta , Yaatri, Dilii Ki Gatiyan, 
Terohwan Suroj and Kora Kagaz. 
Autobiography; Rosidi Ticket. 

Poetry Anthologis: Lok Peed, Sunehe, 
Kagaz te Kanvas, Tref Dhote Phute, 
Jiunda jiwan , Kasturi, Ajj Akhaan Waris 
Shah No. Poetry Monthly: Nagmani 
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opus, long poem, 'Sitnehe'. She received Bhartiya Jnnnpith, one of the India’s highest literacy 
Award for ‘Kagaz Te Ktmw’as '. She also got Padam Shri in 1969 and Padma Vtbhushan in 2004. She 
was also honoured with Sahitya Akademi Fellowship, India's highest literacy Award — given to the 
'immortals of literature 1 for life lime achievement. 

Jaswant Singh Knnwnl: 

Bom in 1919 at Dhudika village, Moga district, is a well-known novelist in Punjabi literature. His 
novels depict the rural life of Punjab very vividly. His 


writings generally question, firmly held social 
customs and beliefs. 


Works and Compositions: 

Lahoo di Lo, Punjab Tera Ki Banv, Kboon 
de Sobiie Gaviye Nan ok, Koumi Laikaar, 



Awards and Honours: He was awarded Sahilya | Sach ki Beta, Sorme, Jera, Hunar di Jitt, 
Akademi Fellowship for his book *Pakhi’ in 1996. He 
received the Sahilya Akademi Award for ‘Taushali Di 
Hanso’ in 1998. He was conferred upon the degree of I Sandhoor. Roop de Rakhe, Kande 


Zindagi Door Nahi, Jond Punjab 
Mittor Piare Noo, Roopmatl Bhavani, 
Mukti Marg, G ora Mukb Sajna 



Doctor of literature by Guru Nanak Dev University 
Amritsar in 2008 for his contribution to Punjabi 

literature. 

Dalip KaurTiwana: 

Bom at village Rabbon in Ludhiana district is a 

— story writer of 


Devda s, Sach nu Fansi, Root Baki Hoi 
Gwachi Pug, Pakhi, Toushoii Di Hanso 


foremost novelist and short 


Works and Compositions: 

Novels: Agniparikbyo, Eho Hamora 

Jeewan, Vaat Hamari, Teeli da Nishaon, 
contemporary Punjabi literature. She made a I Soora j te samandar, iambi Udoari t Peele 

significant contribution to literacy and critical studies | Pityan di daoston, Langh Gaya Dariya, 

in Punjabi. 

Awards and Honours: She was awarded Sahitya 

Akademi Award for ’Eho Honiara Jeewan’ in 1971. 

She received Saraswati Samman for her novel ’Katha 
Kaho Un’ashi' in 2001, She also got Padam Shri 

Award in 2004 and Punjabi Snhit Rattan Award in 2008. 

Shiv Kumar Batalvi (1936- 1973): 

He was bom in Sialkot district (Pakistan) in 1936 & . works and Compositions: 
moved to Batala (Gurclaspur district) in 1947. His | pg Paraga, Lojwonti, Ante Dion 


Hastaakhar, Pairchaal, Teen Lok se 
Nyaari, Kotha Kabo Urvoshi. 

Biography: Dr. Mohan Singh Diwana. 
Autobiography: Nange Pairan da Safar, 
Pooehte ho to Suno t Tere mere Sara 
kaar, Jeeun Jogo, 


poetry recitations, and singing his own verse, made I Chirion, Moinu Vida Karo, Birba Da 


him and his work very popular amongst the masses. 
Awards and Honours: He became the youngest 


Suitan, Dardmandan Deean Aoheen, 
Loona, Main te Main A art!, A Ivida 


recipient of the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1967 for his epic verse play ’Loona’, Shiv Kumar 
Batalvi Award for Best writer is given every year in his honour. 
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Surjit Patar: 

Bom in 1945 at Palrah katan in Jalandhar district, is a renowned Punjabi language writer and poet of 

Punjab. His poems enjoy immense popularity and 


won high acclaim from critics. He started writing 
poetry in mtd — sixties. 

Awards and Honours: He received Sahitya Akademi 
Award for 'Hanere vich Sutagdi Vammafa’ in 1993. 


Works and Compositions: 

Howo Vich Ukhe Harf, Hanere Vich Sutagdi 
Vammafa, Birkh Arj Kare, Lafzaan 
Dargah, Patjhardi Pazeb, Surzameen. 



He was awarded Sarasvati Samman for 1 Lqfzan Di Dargah ’ in 2009, He was also awarded Padma 

Shri Award in 20! 2. 


Table 12,1 


Prominent Authors and Their Important Compositions 


Prominent Authors 

Important Compositions 

Guru Nanak Dev j i 

l _■ ^ m* mm- i 

Japji Sahib, Sidha Goshla, Dakhani Oankaru, Kirtan Sohiia : and Barah 
Maha. 

Guru Atjan Dev ji ; 

ir ■ iH" 1 b ■ i w ■ «i» ~ i— ■ — ■ —— mi —a i ■■■ m i — 11 ■ ti 

Adi Granth, Sukhmani Sahib, Gaudi, Majjjh and Barah Akhar. 

A ■» ■ ■ * “ - *« . *»■*-» -fc-ii *- - - -- - *■ - -■ -— -tm T# -H? — p ■ p- i!' - 

Bhai Gurdas 

Varan and KabiU Savaiyye 

Shah Hussain 

Aakh Ni Maye Aakh, Amlan Dc Uppar Hon Nibcrc, Mat nc Main Kinon 
Aakha 

*" *' *»“ ■— '* w ' * * ’ -*Ht WMm S+jm *.V - t - ■ - n —* t^4. U. m , - ~ > « . , . - - - - m u u . . ■ Mm i 

Guru Gobind Singh ji 

j£ If 1 

Jaap Sahib, Akal Ustat, Bachitra Natak, Chandi Chari tra, Chandi di Var, 
Gyan Prabodh, Chaubis Avtar, Khaise-di-Mahima, Swayyal, Zafamama 

| — — —— *r* * ■ | 

Bulleh Shah 

Makkch Gaya Gal Mukdee Nahin, Bulleya Ki Jana Main Kon, Ek Nukte 

Wich Gat Mukdee Ac 

■ir w ^ m fcfcjl m H -grr '—•« If» M a- ii T f BBi:. ■■ A ~ ' f ^ « M ^ , i -Ai b A iB fcA Am ■ aB *1 T fa J ■ I *,= _ T ^ id! iBh dBT—A1 'fib m M —gadMB AA **■ JL ■ -IBM * ~ ^ ^ ji_ J 

[Waris Shah 

# - J »" 4 I t ■ [ • S — ■ K . - ~ 

Heer Ranjha 

i— aac: —^ —r . ■. i—i * • 

^■* “ ■ —— — — - — ■ ■—1M——fc —M —Ml —I j— ■ iM- 

.■F^ppr ■ ■s^s“V" ^-VVr --- ” jr-f ■' ■ — r ^ * *» 

Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha 

■a a i ■■ — ■ ■ ■ m _^ j— a -ft 

Gu rush abac! Ratanakar Mahan Kosh (known as Sikh E ncyc !epd in) , Ham 

Hindu Nahin, Gurrnat Prabhakar, Gurmat Sudhakar, Chandi di Var, 

Bhai Vir Singh 

Sundari, Dil Tarang, Tarcl Tupkc, Bijclian de Har and Mere Satan Jio. j 

Kirpa Sagar 

- a 

Lakshmi Devi, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Man Tarang. 

T ^r 1 W WHIj——I^H i jLimb— mBAfl—t—B. lH Jm BA-r k • 

f Dhani Ram Chatrik 

|| ■ ■ 1 ■■ 1— ■■ fl ■■ — \ ■!■! Ill ■ _ ‘T- M ~~ ■ .1 1 

Ramatt Seth. Nootjahan Badshah Begum, Pul Ian di Tokri. 

#• ,MEBu A *L=i, JBI ==• H w A, fan. ■-■ h hA- . — - 1 1 t .. A *.!■■ ■ ■ ■ -i Jj 

Prof. Puran Singh 

Khulhe Maidan, Khulhe Ghund. Khulhe Lckh and Khulhc Asmani Rang 

Gurbaksb Singh Prcdlari 

Prasann Lammi Umar, Mere Jharokhc Chon and Rukhan di Jirrand j 

lshwar Chandra Nanda 

Suhag 

Nanak Singh 

J 

Chitta Lahu, Pavittar Papi, Khun de Sohile. Katti Hoi Patang, Ikk Mian do 
Tatwara, Khooni Visakhi 

[Prof. Mohan Singh 

tla Ib^ > - d M —1 ; MB rMi ■■■ a ■ n >««jlSaJK' B 3 Mi M ■. = » ** mb ■— I A t, A A :^M a—fl I 

S an vc Patter, Wad da Vela, Jandrc T, ; 

[ Gurdial Singh Hmj 

Ashe Ghorean da Daan, Saggl Phul, Kutta te Aadmi, Begana Pind. 

Balraj Sahni 

Mcra Pakistan Safar, Mcra Rusi Safamama, Meri fllmi Atmakatha 
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Jaswant Singh Kanwai 


Dalip Kaur Tiwana 


Shiv Kumar Batalvi 


" 



Harbhapn Singh 


T: 


Bhagat Singh 



Balwont Gargi 
Kartar Singh Duggal 


Amrita Pritam 


(autobiography), Shahzaadon Ka Drink, Ek Safar, Daastan, 

—_ ,. -t- . : r■ . -■— J ***- ■■ a- # ■ * 1 1* I 1 " ■■ ■ bbm 

Loha Kutt, Kcsro, Sohni Mahiwat, Soukait, Mirza Sahiba, Dhooni di Agg, 



Rang Manch, The Naked Triangle __ __ 

Dangar, Ikk Chhit Chananh Di, Sonar Bangla, Tarkalan Vele 





* * 


■ ■ 


' 


■ 


Pecran da Paraga, Mainu Vida Karo, Birha Da SuIlul, Loom 




~w : t 


r ' 




Hawa Vich likhe Harf, Hanere Vich Sulagdi Vammala, Lafeaan di 


t; 









Rukh te Rishi 
Why 1 am an Atheist 


Pinjar, Lok Peed, Sagar aur Secpian, Rasidi Ticket, Sunche, Kagaz to 
Kanvas, Ajj Akhaan Waris Shah Nu 
Lahoo di Lo, PunjobTera Ki Banu, Mittar Piare Noo 

Ui^^. ■■ ■■ i i ■ i. « fc-_. _ m^rnTmT 4 Ul f & ■■ M — -* M 1 .11 H ■* ■ ■!■ !'l # ^ .4 11 " 4 1 '■■■——-■^* l ' ■ 1I *“ -**““ a * ' 

Eho H amar a Jeewan, Nange Pairan da Safar 



* - 


-L 



Tjblc 


Newspaper 




The Tribune 
Punjabi Tribune 


Newspapers and their Chief Editors 


Chief Editor 


a— 


Rajcsh Ramac hand ran (Joined 


Swaraj Bir Singh (Joined 


August, 


Dai n i k T ribunc 

Raj Kumar Singh 

Punjab Kesari and Jagbani 

W—m. # ■ ■ « * 

Vijay Kumar Chopra 

. « i u ^ Mjj 8 T j r — - 1 ^ BUBB BUBfel " •L'tMm ^ M L c - * * * 

" r « p* _i.‘ __ 









Daily Aj it 





— — 


- ■ - 


times 


i 

i 

! 


jjarjmder amgn Maxnuara 

I ^I Bj '• • '• * * *■ 

Sukumar Ranganalhan (Joined in Sep. 



The Hindu 


Suresh Nambath (Joined in April 2019) 
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Research Paper 


• Khoj Patrika 
Khoj Darpan 


Parakh 


Research Papers and Publishing Universities 



Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 



M*" 


JLb 




Panjab University, Chandigarh 
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12.4 Literary Awards: 

Jnnnpith Award: 

The Jnanpith Award is one of the most prestigious literary honours in the country. The award was 

instituted in 1961 and was first awarded in 1965 to G Sankara Karup, 0 Malayalam writer. Any 
Indian citizen who writes in any of the official languages of India is eligible for the honour. It is 
presented by the Bharatiya Jnanpith, a trust founded by theSahu Jain family, the publishers of 
the The Times of India newspaper. 


The 


name 


of 


the 


award 


is 


taken 


from Sanskrit words jnana and ptiha (knowledge-seat). It 

carries a cheque for Rs. 11 lakh, a citation plaque and 
a bronze replica ofSaraswati, the Indian goddess of 
knowledge, music and the arts. 

Prior to 1982, the awards were given for a single work 

by a writer; since then, the award has been given for a lifetime contribution to Indian literature 


Till date,, the Jnanpith award has 
been given to two personalities 

in Punjab! language: 
Amrita Pritam tn 1981 and 
Gurdial Singh in 1999 . 


Sahitya Akadcmi Aw ards: 

Sahitya Akademi Award is given each year since 1955, to the most outstanding books of literary 
merit published in any of the major Indian languages recognized by Sahitya Akademi, Indian 

National Academy of Letters. It is the second highest literary award of India afler Jnanpith Award. 
The award consists oT a plaque and cash prize of Rs. 1 Lakh. The first Sahitya Akadcmi Award in 
Punjabi language was given to Bhai Vir Singh for * Mere Savian Jio * in 1955. 


Table 124 


Year 


Sahitya Akademi Award Winners In Punjabi Language (1955 -2017) 


Rook 


Author 




nm^i 


Kone Da Suraj (Poetry) 


W' m * m 1,1 “ 

2018 

2017 Slow Down (Novel) 
2016 Maseya Di Raat (Play) 
2015 Maat Lok (Novel) 

2014 Agaibatti (Poetry) 

‘-m*. J - . 1 . i * . to *fc l ft ? -u . m . 1 ■ ' re i. A . m 


W^‘ i • * 


— 


r 


Dr. Mohanjit 
Nachhattar 


4 *—— 

■ ■ r 


Dr. Swarajbir Singh 
Dr. Jaswinder Singh 

Jaswinder 


2011 


m - iImB iiU »i • St 3*-a « JT ^ wm* — ■ ■■ » * «■» Bb pi. jt t —i v > JimB * 1 *—* 

Dhaawaan Dilli De Kingrey (Novel) 


I 2010 Kaal Pehar Ghari an (Poetry) 

i Tavi DaSach (Play) 


a 


Baldev Singh 


■■ 



anita 



Sudhar Ghar (Novel) 


Atamjit 


hiUiWh 


M tier Sain Meet 




J 




- 




2013 

Nirvaan (Novel) 

Manmohan 


j 2012 

Maha Kambani (Poetry) 

■*— H - — ■■ - ja—mjAY L m mE—i — ■ ■ —■ - .-.— a-mi m. 

Darshan Buttar 
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2007 

J 

Kamandal (Poetry) 

"■■■■■ ■ H 1 T ?l "j T ”* ™ 9 ■ “ « r ^* r :: Ti ■ ^ ■ — - —^ 1 Hi 1 ■ 1 " ^ j ■■ Fi Hi| 

J as want Deed 

2006 

Ishk Baji Namaz Da Haz Nalii (Play) 

t Ajmer Singh Aulakh HHHH 

2005 

Agni-Kalas (Short Stories) 

* ■ • M • • ■ l ■ M| 'A B- "M BB. M MM M *1 

Gurbachan Singh Bhallar 

2004 

H?- * ^b. =.& - Hi m. t9 mm H. m » 

Kavita Di Bhumika (Criticism) 

Sutinder Singh Noor jaggig; V-I 

-M 1 J JC ll M MBM—IBlH .MUBlM* ■ M Ml IMMl **’ H MM 1 "Mi MH Hi H ■ MB —Hf* M HL HHm Ml M IMM M *9L H> MB Bjk'iM MM—Hb M IM M Bl^i iHmbJBM Mi Ai 

| 2003 

r i . p , 

Bhagat Singh Shahid : Natak Tikri (Play) 

Charan Dass Si dim 

m -J _■ ir|^ ■ » ^ Hi k_ B . J. — — H^-m 1 m = _ _ — - — _ . ^_ ____ . ^ . IM M ^ - .K. _ . . -» ■ M- __ ,, _ e _^ — \ d| 

2002 

Pulaan Ton Paar (Poems) 

Harbhajan Singh Hahvani 

2001 

1.8 MLM 11 Kg . 

’ Shabdant (Poetry) 

Dev 

! 2000 

Chauthi Koot (Short Stories) 

Waryam Singh Sandhu " ! 

1999 

JL 

Gawache Arth (Novel) 

Niranjan Singh Tasnccm 

1998 

Moon Di Akh (Short Stories) 

Mahan Bhandari 

9 ft 1__ 9fc **■ H M | !■■■■■■■■"■ ■ H ■! —H_• L H. P 9*^* ^ _ J* a mm ^"mm^-- m 9P ■' I Hi H 

; 1997 

Taushali Di Hanso (Novel) 

J as want Singh Kanwal 

1996 

Pakhi (Short Stories) 

Santosh Singh Dliir 

|M M M | vrBr ir» v - -mr - M III' Bl TBBM - * M a BM j f v f ■ B ■ w mht B fH 

1995 

Jugnoo Deeva Te Darya (Poetry) 

Jagtar 

1994 

Nawen Yug De Waris (Short Stories) 

B* M SKBI H ■ 4m^I A !■ a —— Ml M. M mb- *--mMM Ml MB. * m Mi Mi M MB M • -4B 1 MB -MM M M M M 

Mohinder Singh Santa ' 

f 1993 

Haneray Vich Sulgadi Vanunala (Poetry) 

Surjit Patar 

Ml 

1992 

H Mb bb jb 

Kujh Ankcha Vi (Short Stories) 

■Mi^^l Ha M:dli , tm mm 3 = . #= 1b * -» -5 .Hi IbH ' Ik Im b — * mnnemL^- a M mm H* HiHLb e - » m. a a J m * "?■ —* ~ •_ * m» 

Prcm Prakash 

him— a m * ■.ibb» >. m^. ■ ?k h^ 3k * -b u 9b- ^« ■ & ■> k =h ■ k h m*= jm •"* - k. ^ ~ - ■— a s 

1991 

Jhanan Di Rat (Poetry) 

Harinder Singh Mehboob ■ _ ' 

1990 

. HI m IHp .bIm ia .mi mi m 

• p ■; T fT- a i Ml *W # qgj *■ ■ MB* PQB ' y ■ =1 M p M '■ Bl «■! MB^MBM^I^MB -m^| M M| ’ M-M^M^J-—B By ■■ '« W >M« U ™ ^ MM J B M '1 ■ H ■ —M nr 

Uninda Wartman (Poetry) 

— —T M T B lr V^EJM IB HMi JB ■■ B^BI I^MBBBi^^^^BBB^B 'TBrw |H ■ |Mi ■ VV V^pr r-» —MB |Mi ■ K1M1 ^■■r |MB i^p—- ^M'~'lV'Br^Mi '■ B BBBB 

Manjil Tiwana 

B M 1 BMBiiB M MM Bl M M MB :■ IM - Mi IBM • IB M M BM' M iM M M H - ■ M -MEM BMBtiMl ibc ■: M M JBuMK Md lH MBM Ik Hi ll iH k M M M a J MBM illk Hi 

1989 

Kahikashan (Poetry) 

7 Tara Singh Kamil 

1988 

Gatiey Chikar Duri Ghar (Autobiography) 

S.S, Wanjara Bedi 

1987 

■' 

Koike Kharak Singh (Novel) 

Ram Samp Anakhi 

- ITJE 1b: i H. s. J-19. J H, .M ^mAiHH! » HH H 11 JB 9 9 Lflill H - Hi ■ H Hi m 1 * ■ ■ H 1 ■! 'IH J9 1 —'HHflP * * l» t ■ 

: 1986 

Shahar Te Gran (Short Stories) 

S. Sujan Singh 

1985 

Khana 13 ad os h (Autobiography) 

- r ~ r- t . 7 w - _ h* ^ = ** i . 1 *• r ■ — jpr * — . ■ — - * —- ■“ * ^?i " w i 

Ajeet Cour 

1984 

Pagal Lok (Play) 

Kapur Singh Ghuman *'-*“— ^ f 

(983 

t- r— — - —— 

Anik Bishlhar (Poetry) 

Pritam Singh Safeer ^ i 

{1982 

m 

Ainar Katha (Short Stories) 

) Gulzar Singh Sandhu I 

19S1 

Garaj Ton Footpath Teek (Poetry) 

| V.N. Tiwari 

r§ 

[1980 

Suraj Tc Kehkashan (Poetry) 

bm mm » i^^bhIHbIm - mbt m* «mm-*b mi ^9 mi 1 

Sukhpal Vir Singh ‘Hasrat' 

[1979 

Karuna Di Chho Ton Magron (Poetry) 

Jaswant Singh Neki 

1978 

Urvar Par (Short Stories) 

Gurmukh Singh Musafir (posthumously) 

1977 

■HLjhAfliMBMHMfe'A H 'nL 

Kach De Vastar (Poetry) 

Sohan Singh Misha ' 

P *9HP^^^I^K9HH9^e JH^B9R9HHPH9^II^PH^^HHlKr^9H Hrli - V H ■ m^m*-_mbm '"‘fl 1, 1 

; 1976 

Ih 

Ba Mulaiiaza Hoshiar (Novel) 

Narenderpal Singh 

; 1975 

•. Adh Chan an i Raat (Novel) 

Gurdial Singh 

■ - Mi Hi La A BE _ B— M B B. * ■ MM BM - l* M Bl M B M M M BB U E Hk !■ -A B M_=M . Bl H. -M MB- ‘ 1 iH HL Ml HI 9X9^9 A-M V 

f 1974 

Jug Badal Gaya (Novel) 

"99 ■ *”*9B -™«M ^^MM *B MMM MB bbb-Ab -m» • ■ ■ mHw M. MM m MBMBB _ y 9k*' —~^ 111 M M M B * «Mpt ~M -mH 

Sohan Singh Seetal 

i 1973 

lltim ■ — ■ Ml L /*■. -Ji H. * MB 

Kal, Aj Te Bhalak (Play) 

Dr. Harcharan Singh 

B- — • aB^B BBi • Bi B ■ IB~ a^B Bl ^B- Bl Bi i^B a^Baa Bb B Ba B BB Ba Ba _• M «B ^B M *B BB Bl «BB -M .BB BB B B> BBbH 

: 1972 

1 _ -ik p . 

Mittar Pyara (Play) 

Sant Singh Sekhon 
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amara Jiwana (Novel) 


1969 Na Dhuppe Na Cliaanve (Poetry) 


Dalip Kaur Tiwana 


■oaniH 




1968 Naven Lok (Short Stories) Kulwant Singh Virk 


j 1967 

Loona (Verse-Play) 

; i — » ■■ m *■. J >i - 4 ^ !■ .■* ■■■ai urn* * 11 ub> J m i _ 

Shiv Kumar 


1965 ' 

Ik Chhit Ghanan Di (Short Stories) 

•■■bKn p #y„ ^ r T^^Ky i Biw^iw i wilMwni || PipiBMPnw>i>i 

Kartar Singh Duggal 

, ___J 




; 1962 Rangmanch : Balwant Gargi 



Saraswati Samman: 

The Saraswati Samman is an annual award for outstanding prose or poetry literary works in 
any Indian language listed in Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India. It is named after Indian 
goddess of learning and is considered to be among the highest literary awards in India. The award 
consists of Rs. 10 lakh, a citation and a plaque. The Saraswati Samman was instituted in 1991 by 
the K. K. Birla Foundation. Candidates are selected from literary works published in the previous ten 
years by a panel that included scholars and former award winners. 

Till date three Punjabi writers have won this prestigious award. They arc: 

1. llarhhajan Singh (1994) for 'Rukh te Rishi \ 

2. Dalip Kaur Tiwana (2001) for 'Kasha kaho Urvashi 

3. Sun it Patar (2009) for 'Lajzan di Dargah \ 
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12.5 Fairs and Festivals of Punjab 

Fairs: 

Muktsar Fair (January): 

One of the largest Sikh fairs, it is held in the middle of January on the Makar Sankranti day. The 
festival is held in commemoration of the heroic fight of the Chali Mukte, who laid down their lives 
warding off an attack on 29 December 1705 (the last day of the solar month of Poll) by an imperial 
army marching in pursuit of Guru Gobind Singh ji. The bodies were cremated the following day, the 
first of Magh (hence the name of the Festival - Maghi Mela), which now falls usually on the )3 ,h of 
January. 

The festival is spread over three days. On the first day, worshippers bath in the sacred tank. The 
second day is a procession (mohalla) to the three holy mounds which lie to the north-west of the 
town, namely, Rikab Sahib, Tibbi Sahib and Mukhwanjana Sahib. Rikab Sahib commemorates the 
spot where the Guruji's stirrup broke. Tibbi Sahib crowned with aGurdwara, is the mound where 
Guru Gobind Singh stood and aimed his arrows at the imperial forces. At Mukhwanjana Sahib, Guru 

is said to have cleaned Ins teeth with a tooth-stick. 

After offering prayers here, the devotees then come back to visit Tambu Sahib where the Gum's 
tent was pitched before (he fight started. Shahid Ganj, which is the Samadhi of the forty martyrs and 
Darbar Sahib, where the Gum held his darbar after the cremation of the slain. 

Kila Raipur Sports Festival (Fehruary): 

Popularly known as die Rural Olympics, this fair is held annually in February at Kila Raipur, 6 km 
from Ludhiana. This sports meet epitomizes the special Punjabi bonhomie and strength. Ingenious 
tournaments likes Bullock carts and animal races, awe inspirational feats of strength and danger, the 
customary wrestling, cock-fighting, kabaddi and jumps and races are the highlights of the festival. 
The meet culminates in the thrilling dances of Punjab, the giddha and the bhangra. 

Jarag Fair (March-April): 

This fair is held in Jarag, a village in tehsil Payal. It is held in Chet (March-April) in honor of the 
Goddess Seetla. It is also known as (lie Babrian fair. Sweet gutgulas (jaggery cakes fried in oil) are 
prepared one day earlier and then given in offering to the Goddess and thereafter to the donkey who 
is her favorite. After propitiating the Goddess, the family members eat live remaining savory 
gulgulas. This festival is observed in Malwa and Powadh but the fair is held only in Jarag. There is a 
pond where the devotees of Goddess Scctla gather. They scoop the earth and raise a small hillock, 
which is accorded the status of the Goddess’s shrine. Potters specially bring their donkeys decked in 

colored blankets. 

The Rauza Sharif ‘Urs’ (May): 

Rauza Sharif'Urs' is celebrated m the memory of great Sufi Saint Sheikh Ahmad Farooqui Sirhindi 
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on May 31 every year. Sheikh Ahmed was the most well-known ofKhawaja Baqi Billah’s disciples. 

He was the fourth of the seven sons of Sheikh Abdul Ahmad Farooqi Naqshbandi and was bom 
in Sirhind. People of at] faiths pay their homage at the place of worship of Rauza Sharif (hat is 
situated on the Fatehgarh Sahib-Bass i Palhana road in the vicinity of Fatehgarh Sahib Gurdwara. 

The Fair of Baba Sodal (August/Scptemher): 

The fair of Baba Soda! is held in the month of Bhadon (Mid August- Mid September) and is a 
magnet for pilgrims of all religions from different parts of Punjab, Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 
Baba Soda] was bom in Jalandhar and the fair commemorates his death. According to the legend. 
Baba Sodal died by drowning in (he pond where his mother used to wash elolhes. It is believed that 
Baba Soda! was blessed with divine power and the people celebrate his death anniversary with full 
dedication. 

He has come to be worshipped as the infant god. The fair begins early in the morning when 
women come in laTge numbers to make contributions at the Samadht (burial site). Pilgrims take a 
holy dip in the lank called 'Baba Sodal da Sarowar’. 

Chhapar Fair (August/September): 

This three-day fair commemorates the descent of the Gugga Pir, a Chauhan Rajput, into the bosom 
of Mother Barth along with his steed. 

According to the legend, he obsessed extraordinary powers over all kinds of snakes. The fair is 

celebrated at Gugge di Marhi, a big holy place built in his memory (hat has a reputation for curing 
people of snake bites. Earth is scooped up seven times to appeal to Gugga Pir for safety against 
snakes. People sing folk songs and present folk dances. The fair is held on the Anand Chaudas on the 
4lh day of die of Bhadon (month of 15 August-13 September as per Hindu calendar). 

Gugga Naumi (September): 

Gugga Naumi, which is a festival in honor of Gugga Pir, also falls in Bhadon, It is celebrated right 

after the Janamashtmi. The pir’s devotees paint his image on the wall in turmeric, and also paint a 
snake in black right in front of it and then perform the ritual of worship. People also pour milk and 
butter milk into the holes of snakes. Sweet sevian is the special dish of the festival. The Lalbagis 
who arc devout followers of Gugga Pir, also known as Zahir Pir. creel a long pole covered with 
fiags, colored cloth, coconuts, etc. and render worship to it as to a God. The devotees cany the pir’s 

standard from house (o house. The disciple who carries the standard is known as (he pir’s horse. The 

privilege of carrying the standard is much coveted. 

Bnshnt Fair at .lagrann (Fair of the lights): 

This fair is held in Jagraon from the 23 ,d to (he 25 ,h of Phagun in honor of a Muslim Pir, Abdul 
Kader Jalani. It is held in the vicinity of his tomb. Although it is a Muslim fair in origin, (he Hindus 
of (he area also flock to the site of this shrine. Even after Partition, this fair has been held regularly. 
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It is called the 'fair of lights’ because innumerable devotees who come to visit the place light earthen 

lamps at the shrilte of the pir. The lights are visible from long distances. It is believed that whatever 
wish one sincerely makes at the shrine of this pir is granted. Young people sing bolian and perform 
dances, thus adding to the gaiety and glamour of the fair. It is sheer delight to villagers performing 
dances and singing songs to the sweet strains of the flute and the one-strjnged instrument called 

T oomba. 

Shahccdi Jor Mela: 

Shaheedi divas take up a unique place in the Sikh history as it pays homage to the two tender 
Sahibzadas (princes) of Guru Gobind Singh ji * Sahibzad3 Zorawar Singh (9 years) and Sahibzada 
Fateh Singh (7 years) who were buried alive in the walls on their rejection to convert to Islam during 

the reign of the ruler Aurangzcb. 

Shaheedi Jor Mela is organized every year in the month of December at Gurdwara Fatehgarh 
Sahib. This Gurdwara is the holy spot where the two brave children attained martyrdom for the 

noble cause. 

Harballabh Sarigcet Mela (December); 

It is a festival of Indian classical music, held every year in the last week of December in Jalandhar, 
in the memory of Swami Harballabh, a famous saint musician, at the saint's holy place on the banks 
of Devi Talab mandir, Jalandhar. 

Swami Harballabh belonged to a rich family from Hoshiarpur and renounced the material way of 
life to become a believer of Swami Tulja Gir who initiated him into the skill of music. The event 
attracts traditional singers and musicians of repute from all over the country. This is the famous fest 
of classical music occurring in North India and attracts classical singers and musicians from all over 
the country. 

Haider Sheikh at Mulerkotla; 

A big fair is held for four days every year in Malcrkotla at the shrine of Haider Sheikh. It is believed 
(hat if childless women visit the shrine of Haider Sheikh and propitiates (he pir, their wish for 
progeny is granted. Another belief is that if someone overpowered by a malignant spirit or under the 
effect of an evil shadow comes here during these days, he will be cured if he propitiates the pir at the 
shrine and offers rots (large sweet cakes) specially cooked. 

Bathinda Virasat Mela: 

It is a traditional fair, held every year in Bathinda in November/December which showcases an 
amalgam of culture of Punjab (Malwa), Rajasthan and Haryana. The me la represents traditional 
Punjabi culture at the Jaipal theme village inside the Bathinda Sports Stadium. The mela also 
involves heritage walks from Gurdwara Haji Rattan to Jaipalgarh theme village. 
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Festivals: 

Loliri (January): 

Celebrated on the I3lh day of January, Lohri is a festival of enthusiasm and marks (he culmination 
of the chitly winter. In true spirit of the Punjabi culture, men and women perform Bhangra and 
Giddha, popular Punjabi folk dances, around a bonfire. Enthusiastic children go from house to house 
singing songs and people oblige them kindly by giving them eatables as offering for the festival. 

Late in the evening, people meet around the bonfire and throw sweets (gachak and rewri), puffed 
rice and popcorn (as holy offering) into it and sing folk songs. Lohri is also an auspicious occasion 
to celebrate a newly bom baby's or a new bride’s coming in the family. The day ends with a 
traditional feast of sarson da saag and makki di rots and a dessert of roh di kheer (a dessert made of 
sugarcane juice and rice). 

Basant Panchami (March): 

Festival of kites, it is a well known seasonal festival and marks the advent of spring. The Basant 
Panchmi fair was started by the ruler of Kapurthala Princley Slate, Maharaja Jagatjit Singh, At this 
time, fields of mustard bloom all over rural Punjab, Basant Panchami fair held in many villages of 
Punjab presents a bright yellow sight as people put on yellow costumes maintaining the feet of the 
season. Kite-flying is the major attraction of Basant Panchami and an innumerable figure of multi 
colored kites dot the skies on this day. 

Hola-Mnhalla(March): 

The spring season is ushered in by the Hola Mohalla at Anandpur Sahib. The Festival has great 
historical importance as it observes the militarization of Sikh followers into the order oFNihangs 
(warriors) by Guru Gobind Singh ji at Anandpur Sahib. Celebrated on the day after Holi, the festival 
makes for a thrilling vision. Martial arts like archery, sword fencing, clever horse-riding, tent- 
pegging, and the deft handling of other martial contraptions are displayed by the Nihangs. The 
festivities close with a ritual procession taken through the township and conclude in langar (The 

Common Kitchen). 

Baisakhl (April): 

Baisakhi marks the jubilation of a plentiful harvest and is celebrated on the first day of the month of 
Baisabhi (Aprit/May). This is the New Year’s Day, going by the Saka calendar and corresponds to 
April 13th of the Gregorian calendar. 

Essentially, a North Indian harvest festival, it is the time for the reaping of the Rabi (winter crop). 
Joyful Punjabis perform Bhangra to dhol and enact the complete process of agriculture from the 
tilling of the soil through harvesting, 

For the Sikhs, the day has great spiritual meaning as Guru Gobind Singh ji, the 1 Oth guru of 
Sikhs, established Khalsa was on this day at Anandpur in 1699 AD. 
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The baptism of the sword, called pahul, led lo the creating of the Pan] Pyare, the Beloved Five. 
Each Khalsa was to adopt the panch kakkas, (the five K's), Kesh (unshorn hair). Kanga (small 
boxwood comb in their hair), Kaccha (a pair of shorts), Kara (a steel bangle) and a Kirpan (a short 
dagger), which have since become an integral part of the Sikh identity. 

Gttrpurbs: 

Gurpurbs celebrate the births and respect the martyrdom of Sikh Gurus. Main Gurpurbs arc: the birth 
anniversaries of Guru Nanak Dev ji and Guru Gobind Singh ji and the martyrdom of Guru Arjan 
Dev ji and Guru Tcgh Bahadur ji. 

On the full moon of kartik, the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak is celebrated by the devotees 
with immense devotion. Two days before the day of Gurpurb, a non-stop reading of the Adi Grantli 
starts and religious congregations arc held and hymns from the Granth Sahib arc chanted. Large 
processions of people singing and contributing prayers march through the towns. At night buildings 

arc illuminated. 

Ni mant Knsii (Mav-June): 

On the eleventh day or the bright half of Jcth (May-June) falls Niijala Ekadashi, which is better 
known in the Punjab as Nimani Kasti. Hindus, especially women, observe fast on this day and smear 
the body with powdered sandalsvood. This fast is very hard to keep because for the whole day one 
has to abstain even from water. Charitably inclined people put up stalls for free distribution of 
sweetened and chilled water. The stalls, known as chhabils, are a common sight on this day. 

Teeyan: 

Teeyan, a festival of the rainy season, is celebrated on the 3rd of the bright fortnight oTSawan (July- 
August). The four months from Harh (June-July) to the first half of Assu (September) are called 
Chaumasa, During this period the sky generally remains overcast with clouds and tire weather shifts 
between sultriness and rainfall. Rains bring the longed-for relief to the hcal-stricken Punjabis and the 
rhythm of the little and big drops of rain instills in them the enthusiasm which must seek expression 
in ftin and frolic. A newly-married girl looks forward lo the rainy days when a brother or some other 
mate relative from the parental home may come to escort her to heT father's place. This reversal from 
bride to being just a daughter again is such a liberating and thrilling experience that it cannot be put 
into words. One day before the Teeyan, girls apply henna to their hands and feet, and on the day of 
the festival they put on their best clothes and go out to the fair. The lair resounds with the songs of 
love and the rhythm of dance. The songs are known as Teeyan songs. The Giddha dance has become 
a regular and most enchanting feature of this festival. At home women make kheer, a dish specially 

associated with Sawan, 

Rakhri: 

In Bhadon, on the day of the full moon, the Rakhi festival is celebrated. On this day sisters tie the 
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multicolored thread on the right wrist of their brothers. So long as a sister has not tied the rakhi to 
her brother, she is not supposed to eat anything. Alter she has done so she offers some sweets to her 
brother and he in return gives her some gift or money. Rakhi is meant to remind the brother of his 
promise to protect his sister whenever she needs this protection. The true origin of this festival is, 
however, lost in antiquity. 

Diissclira: 

The Dussehra festival, as in most other parts of India, is celebrated in a big way. This festival marks 
the victory of good over evil. Big tall effigies of Ravana, Kumbhkama and Meghnath arc burnt at a 
targe number of places. During the Nauratas Ram Lila is organized at innumerable places in the 
State, This drama has, from year to year, contributed largely to the continuance of the tradition of 
folk-drama in India, 

Knrvn Chau I It: 

In Kartik, on the fourth lunar day falls Karra Chauth, On this day married women observe a fast and 
pray for the long life of their husbands. Sometimes even unmarried girls observe this fast and pray 
for their husbauds-to-bc. In a way this is the mother-in-law's day too, because it is customary on this 
day for the daughter-in-law to present her offcrings-(Baya) in the form of money and eatables. 

Diwall: 


Earthen lamps or candles are lighted over buildings all over the State, People celebrate the festival 
with great gusto. Houses are white-washed days ahead of it, new clothes arc purchased and sweets or 
all kinds are prepared. People worship Goddess Lakshmi with an offering of sweets and silver coins. 
Thereafter they distribute sweets among friends and relatives. It is believed that on this night 
Goddess Lakshmi in the company of Vidmata (goddess of fate) takes a round of every house and 
wherever she takes a fancy, she bestows immense prosperity. 

In the Golden Temple of Amritsar, Diwali is celebrated with great eclat. Earthen lamps arc 
lighted all round the holy tank and their undulating reflections in the water look extremely 
fascinating. Sikhs started celebrating Diwali at Amritsar from the time of their Sixth Master, Guru 
HarGobind Singh ji, when he rescued fifty-two rajas from imperial detention in the fort of Gwalior 
and reached Amritsar, llie residents there welcomed him by illuminating the whole-city. 

Patiala Heritage Festival: 

It started in 2003, the festival takes place in Patiala in the Qila Mubarak Complex, which lasts for ten 
days. The festival includes the crafts mela, Indian classical music and dance concerts. 

The Darbar hall in Qila Mubarak houses an impressive collection of chandeliers, historic arms 
and beautifully painted portraits of royalty of Patiala and Britain. Sheesh Mahal’s Natural History 
Gallery displays stuffed animals and birds coveted by a celebrated English taxidermist in early 
twentieth century. 


Siuljfof’unjftb * 


250 











Fairs and Festivals of Punjab 


Rupnugar Heritage 1'estival: 

This festival Is aimed at promoting local Sufi music, bhangra artists and other Punjabi artistic talent. 
Kapurthalu Heritage Festival: 

The Baba Jassa Singh Ahluwalia Heritage Festival is held by Kapuithala Heritage Trust in 
collaboration with the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage and also supported by the 
Government of Punjab. The festival takes place at Jagatjit Palace and Centres on Classical Music, 
Dance and Theatre. 

Amritsar Heritage Festival: 

The festival showcases bhangra, giddha, gatka troups, horses and elephants. The cultural 
programmes include theatre, music and dance. This heritage festival is intended to further tend a 
boost to Amritsar appearing on the global tourist map. 
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12.6 Folk Dances of Punjab: 

Introduction: 

The exuberance and vitality of the people of Punjab are vigorously displayed in their folk dances. 
The moves are full of expression, gestures, vocal remarks, subtleties of motion and uninhibited 
freedom - it is a dance from the heart! With the drum beat or to the tunc of some other instrument oT 
folk music, the energetic feet of the people of Punjab are spontaneously set to give in to inhibition 
and gi%’c instant birth to a folk dance - an expression of the triumphant soul; an outburst of emotions; 
a sudden release of energy. The dances of Punjab are the clear depiction of the energy and 
enthusiasm of the lively youth of Punjab. 

The style of Punjabi dances ranges from very high energy to slow and reserved and there arc 
specific styles for men and women. Some of the dances arc secular while others arc presented in 
religious contexts. 

The dances are typically performed at times of celebration, such as harvest (Baisakhi), weddings, 
rnelas (festivals) like Lohri, Maghi etc,, at which everyone is encouraged to dance. Married Punjabi 
couples usually dance together. 


Folk Dances of Females: 


Sam mi : 

It is a traditional dance form originating from the tribal communities of Punjab. The dance is popular 
in Sandalbar region of Punjab (now in Pakistan). The dance is mostly performed by women of 
Baazigar, Rai, Lobana and Sansi tribes. 

Legend is that, this dance was originally performed by Princess Sammi of Marwad to show 
excessive emotion of her separation from her Rajkumar Such Kumar of Rajasthan. The dancers dress 
up in bright coloured kurtas and flowing skirts called Lchcngas. A peculiar silver hair ornament is 
associated with this dance. 


Gfddha: 

It is a popular folk dance of women in Punjab region of India and Pakistan. The dance is often 
considered derived from ancient dance known as ring dance. It is as energetic as Bhangra dance of 
males. At the same time it manages to creatively display feminine grace, elegance and elasticity. The 
bolian in giddha provide an avenue for the younger ladies to vent some of the feelings and 
frustrations. It is a free style dance with spontaneous and creative movements displaying the 
excitement and high spirited mood of the moment. 

Jaago: 

Jaago is a part of a Punjabi marriage ceremony. It is used to welcome the bride to her husband’s 
home. The girls dance through village streets carrying a bright, decorated and colourful pot (gaggar) 
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that has candles in il. The themes of the songs are social and usually a bit of teasing. 

Kikli: 

It is one of the folk dances of Punjabi females performed by two girls holding hands and twirling 
each other in circle and balancing their positions in circular motions. It is performed in pairs. The 
folk songs related to this dance have much variety. The dance is charged with energy and fast 

rhythms. 


Folk Dances of Males: 

Bhangra; 

Originally, Punjabis performed bhangra to celebrate the success of the harvest. Traditionally, men 
wear a lungi while dancing bhangra which is coupled with kurta, which is a long styled shirt. Now 
people perform bhangra at wedding parlies, receptions, birthdays, competitions and other happy 
occasions. In the villages, people circle with large drums called dhols. Persons of all types of social 
classes perform Bhangra together. Even the elders occasionally join the young to celebrate and 
dance bhangra. 

Sub- Genres of Bluingra Dance: Several sub-genres of bhangra dance are described as below: 
Donkara: The term *Dankiira’ is derived from the word 'daang' which means a stick. As the name 
implies, this dance is performed with sticks. This dance tends to be done at weddings. Il has a certain 
similarity to 'dandiya of Gujarat’. 

Dhamal: The dhamat is a particularly energetic form of folk dance. It is performed by the 
participants forming a circle. In this, the dancers hold their hands in the air as they dance about. 
Catka: Gaika is a Sikh martial art in which people use swords, sticks and daggers. People believe 
that Guru Har Gobind Sahib started the art of Gatka after the martyrdom of fifth Sikh Guru, Guru 
Arjan Dev jL Wherever there is a large Khalsa Sikh population, there will be Gatka participants, 
which can consist of small children and adults. These participants usually perform Gatka on special 
occassions such as Baisakhi and Gurpurb. 

Ju Hi: 

Though the bhangra is commonly performed by the group of people, julli may be performed by a 
single person. It has its origin in the dance of the Muslim holy men and may be done in a silling 


posture. 

Luddi: 


It’s a male dance of Punjab. It is danced to celebrate a victory in any field. This dance is more 
popular across the Satluj. The costume is a simple loose shirt. The dancers put one hand on their 
backs and the other hand in front of their faces. The body movement is sinuous, snake-like. There is 
also a drummer in the center of the dance. 
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Malwa I Giddhn: 

ll is the folk dance of males of Malwa region of Punjab. This dance is originally performed by an old 

man. It originated in the village Chattha (district Sangrur) of Malwa region of Punjab and is also 
called ‘Baabeyan da Giddha’. Most commonly used instruments in Malwai Giddha are: tumbi, 
chimta, kato, sapp and kartara. 

Folk Dances for Males and Females (Common): 

Knar tin: 

It is one of the folk dances of Punjab that is performed by both men as well as women, ll is usually 

performed during the season of harvest. Before this season, a deity is offered a ceremonial offering. 
Women lead a procession singing traditional songs. The victories and battles of past arc described in 
the songs. 

Jindua; 

In jindua dance, there is a pair of male and female who perform the dance. Jindua simply means 
‘love of my life*. They go on to say how great their love is and while the focus is on love, there are 
also general messages on the way of life. Thus, though this is primarily a love folk lore* there is also 
a philosophical view to this. 
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12.7 Musical Instruments: 

Punjab has a rich musical tradition as Punjab’s folkial instruments go back many centuries. These 
instruments have left a big impression in the history of Punjab. In almost every occasion or festival, 
Punjabi People do have some musical programme. Almost all the folk dances are performed on the 
tunes of some musical instruments. 

Dhol: 

Dhal is a favorite folk instrument of Punjab. It is a percussion instrument, which is used not only at 
male dance performances but also during social rituals and festive celebrations. The drummer is 
called Dholi or Bharaj. The dhol is a band-shaped wooden drum with a mounted skin on both sides. 
It is played with two different types of wooden sticks. The skin on either side is tightened at a 
different pitch. The typical sizes of the dhol vary slightly from region to region in Punjab. The dhol 
remains large and bulky to produce the preferred loud bass. The stick which is used to play the bass 
side of the instrument is known as “Dagga” in Punjabi, is thicker than the other stick, known as 
‘Tilli’ which is flexible and used to play the higher note end of the instrument. 

Dliftdd: 

Dhadd is a small percussion instrument of the Damru style. Its design is very similar to other Indian 
drums like damru. Held in one hand, it is struck on either side, with the other hand holding the 
skinned sides vertically or horizontally. This instrument has been very popular with the Dhaddies, 
who sing traditional ballads of brave warriors and heroes drawn from history. 

Toombi: 

Toombi is the traditional North Indian musical instrument of Punjab, which is entirely based on 
Iktara (single stringed instrument), used by the legend singers. Now it’s been adopted by a number 
of Punjabi folk singers, Toombi is made of wooden sticks mounted with a Toomba or wooden 

resonator covered with skirt. A metallic string is passed on a resonator over a bridge and tied to the 
key at the end of the stick. The string is struck with a finger or sometimes with lire Mizrab and the 

Swaras, made by pressing the string to the stick. 

Dafll: 

It is also popularly called as daf, tambourine on dappler. It is made of double ring with double row 
of bells and applying surface with a 10 inch diameter. 

Cliimta: 

This is a percussion twang-type instrument used in Punjab and neighbouring areas. The tradition of 
playing it with songs goes back to the Naths or Jogis. This instrument consists of two long, flat 
pieces of iron with pointed ends and rings mounted on it. The joint is held in one hand, while the two 
parts are struck with each other to produce tinkling sounds. Chimta has become popular in 
professional singing and devotional music in temples. Literally means tongs. Over limes it has 
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evolved into a traditional percussion instrument of South Asia by the permanent addition of small 

brass jingles. 

Gharah: 

The simple earthen pitcher serves as a musical instrument in a number of folk songs. The Gharah 
player strikes its sides with rings wom on fingers of one hand and also plays on its open mouth with 
the other hand to produce a distinct rhythmic beat. 

Sapp: 

It is a type of dapper. It is used in dances like giddha and bhangra. By stretching and contracting its 
ends the player produces a sound resembling many hands clapping in unison. 

Sarangi: 

Sarangi is a popular bowed instrument in Punjab. It is wooden instrument about two feet long, cut 
from a single tog covered with parchment. A bridge is placed in the middle. The sides of the Sarangi 
arc pinched so as to bow it. The instrument usually has three major strings of varying thickness and 
the fourth siring is made of brass, used for drone. Modem sarangis contain 35-40 sympathetic strings 
running under the main strings. 

The most common etymology is that, Sarangi wood is derived from ‘Sau Rang' (a hundred 
colours) indicating its adaptability to many styles of vocal music, its flexible tunability and its ability 
to produce emotional nuance. It is carved from a single block of tun (Red cedar) wood. 

Bugchu: 

Bugchu is a traditional musical instrument native to the Punjabi region. It is a simple but unique 
instrument made of dried gourd (ghia). A piece of skin is mounted on one side of the hollowed gourd 
while the other side is kept open. A gut string (land) is crossed through the centre of the skin and a 
small piece of wood is tied to the end of the string, which passes through the body of the gourd. To 
maintain a drum-likc rhythm, the string is stretched or loosened while playing. 

Algoza: 

Algoza consists of a pair of wooden flutes. It is also called Jori (a pair) and is played by one person 
using only three fingers on each side. Folk singers of Punjab use this in their traditional legend 
singing like Mirza, Chhalla, and Jugni etc. The instrument is also used as accompaniment with folk 
dances. 

Taus: 

It is a fairly large and heavy instrument, and was designed and created by the tenth Sikh Guru - 
Guru Gobind Singh ji. After scaling down its size, it reduced to a new instrument, Dilruba. 

Rabaab: 

The Rabaab is a plucked instrument made of wood. It has a double belly. The first is covered with 
parchment and the second with wood. There are 4 strings and a number of sympathetic metal stings 
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beneath the main strings. There are 4 or 5 frats made of gut tied round the fingerboard at semi tonic 
intervals and the instrument is played with a plectrum. It has a special significance as Mardana use to 
play it when the Guru Sung his divine Shabads, 

Tanpura: 

It is a drone instrument with 4 strings 3 of steal and the fourth of brass. It appearance is very similar 
to sitar but it only has 4 or 5 strings and is not plucked but stroked. The strings are passed through a 
wood or ivory bridge on the belly and arc attached 10 tuning pegs at the lop of the instrument. 

Pakliawaj; 

It is essentially a north India version of the Mridangam and is a most common north Indian 
representative of the class of barrel shaped drums called Mridang. It is a long bodied wooden drum, 
with both ends covered in skin and is the most traditional drum of North India. Like tabla, Pakhawaj 
compositions are taught by services of pncmonic syllables known as bols. 

Tobin: 

It is the most popular percussion instrument of Hindustani Instrument. It consists of a pair of drums, 
of which one is the treble (dayan) and the other is the bass (bayan). Together they produce a fine 
texture of sound. This kind of double drum combination is believed to have been devised by Hazrat 

Amir Kliusro. 

Sarunda: 

Gum Arjan Dev ji, the fifth Sikh Guru, was a master musician and musicologist. He had a great 
passion for folk music. The Saranda look birth from his passion for music. It is large bowl shaped 
string instrument played with bow. It produces a beautiful deep tone quality which sings in alteration 

and in, support of the human voice. 

Sarode; 

It was invented by Bharat Muni. It means “melody" in Persian language. It is hand carved from a 
single block of seasoned toon or teak wood. The finger board is a smooth, frctless and steel plate. 
The belly is covered with a goat skin. The present Sarode has 25 metal strings of different gauges 

with 4 main strings carrying the melody. 

Sitar: 

The name of the instrument is derived from the Persian expression ‘Sch-Tar’ means 3 strings. It is 
fashioned from a seasoned gourd and teakwood and has 20, metal frets with bar 7 playing strings and 
19 sympathetic strings below. It is played with a plectrum worn on fingers. Its invention is credited 


great musician Amir Khusrau and its origin goes back to the ancient Veena 


Kato: 


traditional musical instruments of Punjab 


used as a symbol of happiness. It is made of wood and it makes low clap sound. 


5 Punjab 


pj 


257 














Culture of Punjab 


12.8 Art and Crafts of Punjab: 

Punjab has a distinguished tradition of art and craft, which its people have maintained in spite of the 
passage of time. For years, craftsmen in Punjab have been producing colourful paper machc utensils, 
intricate needle work, wicker fans and winnows, handmade leather juttis. 

Listed below' are some of the popular arls/crafts of Punjab: 

Parnnda: 

It is one of the traditional handicrafts of Punjab. It’s a colourful hanging worn by the Punjabi women 
in their hair. It is made out of a bunch of silk threads, intricately woven with other skillful works. It 
reflects the natural liveliness and spontaneity of the Punjabi people. The villages in the districts of 
Jalandhar, Amritsar, Nakodar, Hoshiarpur, and Ludhiana are mainly engaged in the handcraft 

industry of Parandi, 

Dolls: 

Art of making dolls has been followed in Punjab since centuries. The women of Punjab engage in 
making dolls using a variety of materials. Cloth and cotton are the two main products used far 
making dolls in Punjab. In addition to this, other glittery material am used to make turbans or 
Chunri. Clay dolls arc also available in Punjab. Almost all the districts of Punjab have flourished in 
the art of doll making. However, the Chandigarh has become one of the important centres of ‘Doll’ 
making. 

Pidhis: 

The Pidhis or small stools are made up of wood, To add to its beauty, colourful threads arc used for 
weaving to give it a majestic look. These splendid small tools are very attractive and display the 
artistic skills and the creative imagination of the people of the state. The Industry of making Pidhis 
has flourished in the districts of Knrtarpur, Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur w r herc most of the people have 
mastered the act of producing such wonderful artistic creations. 

Basketry: 

Basketry is a long standing handicraft followed in most parts of Punjab. Mostly the women folk in 
villages are oriented towards basketry as a means of employment. Initially these baskets were used 

for household purposes however with the passage of lime, they came to be adorned as a work of art 
and w'crc used in homes as showpieces and decorative items. 

Weaving of the vegetable fibers to make wicker articles for daily use is still preserved in the 

living tradition of Punjab, Osier bast, a straw commonly known as Sarkanda. is interwoven with 
bast, reeds, rushes and com husks to make baskets. After shaving, thin straw's of this grass were 
woven into beautiful carpets and curtains. The hand fan, popularly known as Peshawari Pakkha, is 
one of the most popular and fascinating handmade wicker products. Smaller, fine and more delicate 
fans are called Kundatadar Pakkhi on account of their curled ends. 
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Chlviij: 

Chhaj, used for separating grain from husk was also manufactured out of Sarkanda. Sarkanda was 
interwoven with coloured cotton threads to weave Chiks, Bohey, Pitarian, (useful household article) 
and kind of chairs called Moorras. Baskets for keeping pins, cotton, buttons, needles, threads etc., in 
different shapes and colours were also made from the combination of shaved Sarkanda and coloured 
cotton thread and were taken by women as a part of dowry. 

Weaving: 

Weaving of Durries (cotton bed and floor spreads) in myriad motifs and designs by young girls has 
been a much cherished tradition in Punjab. Stripes, chessboards, squares, motifs of birds, animals 
and plants are common patterns. Durries also used to form a part of girls dowry. 

Needle work: 

It is a broad term for the handicraft of decorative sewing and textile art. Anything can be called as 
needle work, Punjab's proverbially beautiful women create a wealth of forms on Baghs, Phulkaris, 

rummals, scarfs etc using this needle work, 

Phulkari: 

Phulkari, meaning flower work, is a spectacular style of embroidery peculiar to Punjab, Considered 
auspicious, Phulkaris add a touch of colour and richness to almost every ceremony. Using a deep 
coloured cotton doth as base, women embroider an impression of floral magnificence with 
contrasting silk threads. The thread is pierced upwards from underneath the cloth into free-hand 
motifs. The embroidery is so intricate that it is hard to distinguish between the lell and right or 
upward and downward side of the phulkari. In the Baghs and Rummals, the cloth is worked on the 
top side only. The patterns are not restricted or controlled, but bold, free and highly imaginative such 
that no two Phulkaris are alike, Phulkaris were traditionally used as attire but now are exported as 
wall hangings or sewn as jackets etc. 

Leather craft: 

Punjab is popular as a state that engages itself in making interesting leather items such as bags, 
jackets and jutlis. It is also an economically important industry of the state, The state of Punjab 
boasts of a long and rich tradition of intricate leather craft that range from handbags, juttis, 
kohlapuris and khusa which are quite popular not just in Punjab but also in other stales. 

Punjabi juttis (shoes made of self cured leather and embroidered all over with gold and silver 
wires) are famous world over for their intricate designs and high quality. Even though gold/silvcr 
threads have replaced the silver and gold wires, the quality of these handmade shoes has been 
maintained. Lightness or these shoes is considered legendary, in fact ancient craftsmen had 
benchmarked this lightness thus: shoes should be light enough for sparrows to fly away with, 
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Paper Meshy: 

Dump of old papers of trash in (he house are kneaded with mud to make mould able dough which is 

further molded into bassists. Containers Sc some time toys as well. 

Woodwork: 

Punjab has also been traditionally famous for its hand crafted wood work. Artistic beds with 
comfortable back rests fitted with mirrors with carved colourful legs called Pawas, low scats called 
Peeras and Pcerian were made by carpenters in almost every village. This skill has also passed into 
folk songs -Rnati rondi da bhij gaya Lai bfiangoora (Weeping last night my red Swing became 
drenched). Jn giving lacquer finish to wood crafts, in adorning it with coloured mirror and in 
engraving wood, inlaying ivory (now white plastic only) the workmen of Punjab have been 

renowned and much of the furniture and boxes, toys and decorative pieces made out of wood are 
exported. Areas more renowned for woodcarving in Punjab are Batala, Amritsar and Hosliiarpur. 
Metalwork: 


The metal workers of Amritsar arc renowned for their skill. Various forms of casting, soldering and 
decoration techniques such as repousse, pierced work, chasing, engraving etc are used by them to 
make metal pats, utensils, objects needed for religious rituals (lamps, trumpet, etc). Decorative items 
like tamp shades and engraved metal doors are some of the items on which these artisans work. The 
figurative engraved panels of the Temples and Gurdwara arc also much in demand. At times metal 
doors are plated with gold and silver and a very fine repousse work done on them. 

Chowk-Pnorana (The art nr mud wall paintings): 

Mud walls of the rural houses in Punjab are painted on festive occasions like Dusshera, Karva 
chaulh (the day when women observe a fast for the well being of their husbands), Holi and Diwali 
etc. Walls are plastered with mud and women draw ferns, plants and other fascinating motifs to 
invoke the blessings ofLakshmi, the goddess of wealth and plenty. 

Traditional Ornaments: 

Representing the vibrant and dynamic nature of the state, the people of Punjab flaunt several 
traditional ornaments during festivals and other occasions. The stale has several industries that cater 
to the demands of traditional jewelines. The goldsmiths of the state create several conventional 
ornaments that display their artistic skills and creative imagination. Some of the important traditional 
ornaments of Punjab that have a great demand in other states as well: 

T(ir ah-l-M arwarid: a string of bright pearls that adorn the colourful turbans of the bridegroom. 
Sir ManJ: A long chain of gold studded with gems that a bride wears on her forehead. 

Kanphul / Jliumka and Dhadu; These are the varieties of earrings (hat are wom by ladies. 

Bala: It’s a huge earring made of gold that is wom by Khatri, Sikh & Dogra men. 

Chandanhar: This is a necklace with many gold chains is wom by women during marriage. 
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12.9 Ornaments of Punjab: 


Table lz .6 
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Tabic 12.7 Women’s Ornaments 


Name Where worn 
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12.10 Famous Gurdwaras of Punjab: 

1 . Gurdwara Kandh Sahib, Bntala: Guru Nanak Dev ji had come to this town, to get married in 
1487. Guru ji sat on the stage close to the wait, an old lady asked him to get up from here as it 
can fell any times but Gum ji told that this wall with remain for centuries and will be witness of 

their marriage, 

2. Gurdwara Her Sahih, Sultanpur Lodhi: Guru Nanak Dev ji performed his morning ablutions 
in the Bain and then sal under a Ber tree to meditate. Gum ji meditated at this tree daily for 14 

years, 9 months and 13 days. 

3 . Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak, Dcra Baba Nanak: Gum ji used to meditate God over the well 
here called 'Ajita Randhawa da Khooh' after his first Udasi in 1506. 

4 . Gurdwara Khatlur Sahib, Khadur Sahib: Gum Nanak Dev ji during his Udasis came five 
times to this place. The eighth Guru Sahibans with their visit to this palace made it a holy place. 

5. Gurdwara Chaubara Sahib, Golndwal Sah ill : It is known for a number of historical events: It 
has been a residence of Shri Guru Amar Das ii. Gum Amardas ji blessed Gum Ram Das ji with 
Gurgadi and Jyoti Jot AsLhaan of Shri Guru Amardas Ji and Gum Ramdas Ji. 

6 . Gurdwara Baoli Sahib. Golndwol Sahib: This is the first Sikh Pilgrimage which was prepared 
under the supervision of Gum Amar Das ji in 1616 A.D. Gum ji blessed this holy place and 
decreed that whosever does 84 paaths of Japji Sahib with pure heart, baths in Baoli Sahib shall 

be freed from the cycle of birth and death. 

7. Guru ka Mchal, Amritsar: As the name signifies, it marks the residential house of the Gums; 
originally it was constructed as a modest hut by Gum Ram Das ji in 1573 but was enlarged and 

beautified by Gum Atjan Dev and Guru Har Gobind ji. 

8 . Gurdwara Tarn Taran Sahib, Tarn Taran: This Gurdwara was established by 5 lh Gum, Guru 
Arjan Dev ji. The site has the diction of having the largest sarovar of all the Gurdwaras. 

9 . Gurdwara Thnm Sahib, Kartarpur: Gum Nanak Dev Ji came here and stayed here for 9 
months and 26 days. Shri Gum Har Gobind ji came here while taking Baraat of his son Baba 

Gurditta ji to Batala. 

10. Gurdwara Ramsar, Amritsar: It is the location where in 1603, Gum Arjan Dev Ji spent over a 
year in semi — seclusion along with his scribe, Bhai Gurdas ji to compile the holy Adi Grtuith. 

11. Guru Ki Wadali, Amritsar: Gum Har Gobind Sahib was bom on June 14, 1595 at village 

Wadali, after which it was named as Guru Ki Wadali. 

12. Gurdwara Daroli Shat, Ferozepur: This is a holy place where Baba Gurditta ji was bom, who 

was a great Sikh saint. 

13. Gurdwara Patal Puri, Kiratpur Sahib: It is a place where Guru Har Gobind ji in 1644 and 
Gum Har Rai Ji in 1661 were cremated. The ashes of Guru Har Krishan ji were brought from 
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Delhi and immersed here in 1664. 

14. Gurdwara Hah:* ISa kata, Halm Bakala: This shrine is associated with Gum Tegh Bahadur ji. 
Baba Makhan Shah Lubana and Mata Ganga, In the last times, Gum Har Krishan ji pointed out 
that the next Guru Sahib in Baba Bakala, 

15. Curd warn Dukhniwaran Sahib, Patiala: This place was graced by Gum Tegh Bahadur ji. The 
Gum ji on request of a villager Bhai Ram of Lehal village came here and meditated to relieve the 
villagers from deadly disease. Dukhnivaran Sahib which literally means 'eradication of 
sufferings’, was the name given to this place. The pond became famous for its curing virtues. 

16. Gurdwarn Kntulgarb Sahib, Cham knur Sahib: It is the main shrine at Chamkaur Sahib and 
marks the site where the thickest hand to hand fighting took place on 7 December 1704 between 
Mughal army and the Sikhs, including the Sahibzadas and three of the five Panj Pyare. 

17. Gurdwarn Cliarnkamal, Muchhiwara: This is the place that marks visit of Guru Gobind Singh 
ji when he left fort of Chamkaur Sahib alter the martyrdom ofhis two Sahibzadas and three 
Pyaras, Here other two Pyaras ~ Bhai Dharam Singh Ji amJ Bhai Daya Singh ji met Guru Gobind 
Singh jt. 

18. Gurdwarn I'atchgarli Sahib, Patchgnrh Sahib: This Gurdwara marks the 1710 conquest of the 
city by the Sikhs under the leadership of Banda Bahadur. Sikhs captured the area and razed the 
fort built by Ferozshah Tughlaq to the ground. 

19. Gurdwara Tibbi Sahib, Muktsur Snbih: Gum Gobind Singh ji stayed at a sand dune (libba) 
near village Jaitu and practiced arrow shooting with other Sikhs. People assemble here on I0 lh of 
Phagun every year in the memory of Sikhs wlto sacrificed their lives during Jaitu Morelia. 

20. Gurdwarn Alanigir Sahib (Manji Sahib), Ludhiana: Gum Gobind Singh ji stayed here for a 
short while. Upon reaching here, Gum ji is reported to have shot on arrow into the ground and a 
spring appeared from that place {now known as Tirsar). He was also presented with the horse 
here by a devoted follower. 

21. Gurdwara Nankinna Sahib, Sangrur: This Gurdwara is place where Gum Nanak Dev Ji, Gum 
Har Gobind Sahib and Gum Tegh Bahadur Sahib had visited. Gum Har Gobind Sahib ji tied his 
horse to karir tree which is still there, 

22. Gurdwara Shri Akoi Sahib, Sangrur: It marks the place where Gum Nanak Dev ji, Gum Har 
Gobind Sahib ji and Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib ji had visited. 

23. Gurdwara Sliri Arisar Sahib, Barnala: Gum Tegh Bahadur ji came to village of Hand iyaya in 
1665 A.D. It is said that while passing through Handiyaya, his horse stopped all of a sudden just 
outside boundary of village Dhoula, after smelling tobacco which was grown named as Arisar 

Sahib. 

24. Gurdwara Damdama Sahib, Taiwandi Sabo: This is the holy Takht of Khalsa panth. Gum 
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Gobind Singh ji while fighting against cruel rulers, reached here in 1705 A.D. and stayed here for 
16 months. Here, Guru ji also got the holy bed of Adi Granlh written by Bhai Mani Singh ji. 

25. Gurdwara Shri Lakhi Jungle Sahib, Bathinda: Guru Nanak Dev ji visited this place and 
recited holy Japji Sahib for one lakh limes. Since this place was a dense forest, and after Guru 
Sahib's visit, it was known as ‘Lakhi Jungle*. Guru Har Gobind ji. Guru Har Rai ji and Guru 
Gobind Singh ji also visited this place. 

26 . Gurdwara Sit ri Gangssir Sahib, Jaitu: Guru Gobind Singh ji made an um appear from the pond 
which had fallen into River Ganga. From the onwards this place was known as Gangsar Sahib. 
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12.11 Famous Temples of Punjab: 

Chandi Manitir, Cliandlgarh: 

It is a Hindu Temple near Chandigarh dedicated to goddess of power - Chandi Mata. The temple is 
situated amidst beautiful surroundings and the backdrop of the Siwalik Hills. This temple has statues 
of various deities like Chandi Mata. Radha - Krishan ji. Hanuman jj. Lord Shiva and Lord Ram. 

During Navratras. temple is beautifully adorned and special Pooja is organized. 

Rani firth, Amritsar: 

Located 11 Kilometres west of Amritsar on Chogawan road, this temple dates back to the period of 
the Ramayana. It is the hermitage of Rishi Balmiki. The place has an ancient lank and many temples. 
A hut marks the site where Mata Sita gave birth to Luv and Kush, still extant are Rishi Balmiki's hut 
and the well with stairs where Mata Sita used to take her bath. A four-day fair is held here since 
times immemorial, starling on the full moon night in November. 

Durgiana Mandir, Amritsar: 

The temple is situated near the Lohgarh gate in Amritsar, at the site of a small lake called Durgiana. 

The original temple is reported to have been built in the 16 lh century, but it was rebuilt in 1921 by 

Guru Harsai Mai Kapoor in the architectural style of the Sikh Golden Temple. This Temple is 
sometimes called Silver Temple because of its large exquisitely designed solver doors. The newly 
built temple was inaugurated by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

Shiv Mandir, Gur Mandi. Jalandhar: 

This temple is located in the heart of a busy market of Gur Mandi; (he main deity of the temple is 
Lord Shiva, which bears relics of the brilliant architectural ability of the ancient time. The temple is 
constructed by a Muslim ‘Nawab’ of the Lodhi dynasty adjacent to the mosque of Imam Nasar. The 
age old temple is a living witness of religious tolerance which has triggered down across the 
centuries to the modem period. It presents a perfect blend of the Hindu and Muslim architecture. 

While the entrance of temple was modeled after the gate of the mosque, the other building of the 
temple bears a rich style of the Hindu architecture. 

Social Mandir, Jalandhar: 

Sodal temple is one of the most famous and significant Hindu temples of Jalandhar city. It is 
dedicated to the child incarnation ofOaba Sodal. People visit this temple to seek his divine blessings. 

It is believed that he possesses supernatural powers and anybody who worships him with true heart 
gets eternal happiness. A festival of ‘Anant Chaturdashi' is celebrated here on the poomima of 
September. Huge fair is organized on that day in the town. 



DcviTalab Mandir, Jalandhar: 

The famous Devi Talab temple is situated in the heart of Jalandhar city. It is one of the most ancient, 
magnificent temple of Jalandhar with pyramidal Shikhara of ‘Grabha Griha* covered with plates of 
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gold and main shrine surrounded by sacred water pond. It is basically a complex of various temples. 
Main one located in the centre is the temple of mother Goddess ‘Durga'. It is Shaktipith which is one 
of the 51 Shaktipiths, known as Tripurmalini. Next to it is Sun temple. Replica ofShri Amamath ji. 

This temple hosts annually “Hariballabh Sangeet Sammelan” for last 125 years. It is the biggest 
and oldest living congregation cum completion of north Indian classical music. 

Panch Mandir, Kapurthala: 

One of the most revered places in Punjab state, the Panch Mandir in Kapurthala is dedicated to 
several Hindu Gods and Goddesses. It was constructed by Fateh Singh Ahtuwatia. It bears the relics 
of rich architectural legacy of the bygone golden era, 

Panch Mandir with its beautiful white structure looks strikingly awesome on a moonlit night. As 
the name suggests Panch Mandir has small temples that are dedicated to different Gods &. 
Goddesses. The giant structure at the middle of holy sanctorum is encircled by many small temples. 
Apart from being an important place of religious worship it is also an important place for 

archaeologists, to study the rich architecture of traditional society. 

Kali Mala ji Temple, Patiala: 

This temple was built by the Sikh ruler, Maharaja Bhupindra Singh. He financed the construction of 
(he temple in his capital and oversaw its installation in 1936. He was inspired to build this temple 
and bring the six feet statue of divine Mother Kali and Paawan Jyoti from Bengal to Patiala. Because 
of its splendid beauty, this temple has been declared a national monument, A much older temple of 
Raj Rajcshwari is also situated in the centre of this complex. Devotees offer mustard oil, daal, 
coconuts, bangles and chunnies. 

Bhagwati Mandir, Maisnr Khan a. Rat hind a City: 

Its history goes back to the 17th Century AD. This temple is located in a village that was called 
Khana, People from this village were the devotees of Jaw r ala Mukhi temple in Kangra. Once, when 
Kamala Bhagai and Kali Nath of this village were proceeding towards the Jawala Mukhi temple, 
Bhagwati Mata, the deity of Jawala Mukhi appeared before them, almost two kilometers before their 
destination. She blessed them and told Kamala Bhagat that in future, lie need not come to a 
pilgrimage to Jawala Mukhi because worship at his village will be sanctified as his worship at her 
abode. Since then a religious fair is held at (his place twice in a year. 

Suraj Kuml Temple Sunam; 

It is a large Sun Temple, located to the east of Sunam city. It was destroyed by Mohammad 
Ghaznavi. It is also said that Saraswati River was flowing nearby. AI-Barunj mentioned it as o 
famous place in Ins book ‘Kilab-ul-Htnd’. Suraj Kund is surrounded by verandhas on all sides. In 
one corner of the Kund, the ‘Linga’ or Shrine of Lord Shiva is placed. The other two Kunds arc - 

The Sita Kund and the Barat kund. 
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12,12 Forts, Palaces and Museums in Punjab: 

Forts in Punjab: 

^^^Gobindgarh Fort. Amritsar: 

It is a historic military fort located in the centre of the cily of Amritsar. It was known ns the ‘Gujar 
Singh Fort’ in 1760 by the rulers ofBhangi Misl. In 1805, Maharaja Ranjit Singh renamed it, when 
he captured it along with ‘Bangian di Top* (also called Zamzama), Maharaja Ranjit Singh named it 
as ‘Gobind Garb’ after the name of Guru Gobind Singh ji. 

The fort housed a treasury, armoury and various other items of importance. Sardar Shamir Singh 
was the first governor of the fort. His successor was Faqir Azizuddin, under whose guidance the fort 
was upgraded. After the independence of India, Indian Army established a base in the fort. This fort 
has been a mute witness to many historic events. British Army General O’Dyer constructed an 


i/ 


execution house in this fort. This fort is now under the administration of Indian Defense force, 
Bathinda Fort: 

Bathinda Fort is among the places to visit in India, It was named after Bhati Rajput kings. It is 
situated in North-West India in the Malwa region of Punjab, The fort empress oflndia, Razia Sultan 

was imprisoned in this QiLa. 

It resembles a ship in a sea of sand and has a magnificent architecture. The bricks of ihe fort 
dates back to Kushana period, when Emperor Kanishka ruled over India, The fort was captured by 
Maharaja Ala Singh of Patiala in 1754. The fort houses a Gurdwara, built in memory of Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji. 

It is a relic of Bathinda’s past splendor and the credit for it goes (o King BinapauL It is built in an 
area of 15 acres with the height of its walls around 150 feet Its geographical location made Bathinda 
the gale way to Rajasthan. The fort is about 39 meter high and consists of 38 burjas. 
ijLQlla Mubarak, Faridkot Fort: 

Faridkot fort is unique in the sense that it has been built entirely with Nanakshahi bricks and lime 
motor, lending a unique ambiance to the entire structure. European influence is evident in the 
exteriors, but the interior reflects much of Rajasthani look. 

Historically the existence of Faridkot fort has been cited to around 800 years when Raja Mokulsi 
decided to build the fort. The town around which the fort was built was named as 'Mokulhar'. The 
fort was reconstructed by Raja Hamir Singh in 1775. Later the fort was surrendered to British. The 
fort has a magnificent architecture. Apart from its ceiling patterns, the fort is known for its Sheesh 
Mahal which has intricate glass work done by skilled craftsmen. Sheesh Mahal was used as a prayer 
room by members of the royal family, Darbar hall which is a part of main building is 34 feet wide, 
90 feet long and goes up to the height of 22 feel. The carved wooden paneling along with the marble 

floor adds a distinct Rajasthani influence to the whole ambiance. 
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Qilu Mubarak, Patiala: 

It was built in 1764 by Maharaja Ala Singh. The fort was originally made as a mud fort or Knchi 
Garhi. Maharaja constructed the Pacca Qila after his conquest of Sirhind, The fort stands in a 10 acre 
ground, in the heart of city Patiala. 

It has two main parts, which were built by two royals. One of them is Qila Androon i.e. the 
interior portion, built by Maharaja Ala Singh. It forms the main palace where the royal family 
resided in the past. The palace has an architecture style which reflects amalgam of Mughal and 
Rajasthani rule. Each set of rooms in the Qila Androon makes a cluster around a court yard and each 

bears a specific name. 

The other part of Palace is Qila Mubark, which is between Qila Androon and the outer walls, 
with the secretariat on the left and the Darbar Hall on the right. Darbar Hall has now been converted 
to mini museum, which contain rare arms and armors including the sword and dagger of Gum 
Gobind Singh, sword of Nadir Shah called ’Shikar Gah’. This portion was built by Maharaja Karam 
Singh. 

The fort has several apartments inside it like the Jail Wala Palace, the Moli Palace, Ihe Shccsli 

B 

Mahal, the Rajmatn Palace, the Palace of Colours and the Palace of Moon. 

There are also recreational chambers called the Putli Gbar and Bagh Ghar. A striking feature of 
the palace is that it is fitted with underground sewerage system and has a room connected with a 
tunnel, which brings cool air from Ihe basement. There is a precious collection of chandeliers made 
from Bohemian cut glass emitting Prism like radiant splendor. 

Anandpur Sahib Fort, Rupnagar: 

There are five Qilas of Anandpur Sahib. These are the defensive forts which were constructed by 
Guru Gobind Singh during twenty five years that he spent at Anandpur Sahib. 

The neighbouring hill Rajas and their Mughal allies become increasingly hostile towards the 
success of Sikh community and their associates. Seeing the need to protect Anandpur from its hostile 
neighbor. Guru ji ordered (he construction of scries of defensive forts. The forts of Anandpur Sahib 
include: 

1. Kesligarli Sal lib Fort: It is the name given to main fort that was constructed by Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji in 1699. The fort is now the Takht called ‘Keshgarh Sahib*. Its construction began in 
1689 and took over 10 years ui complete. Guru ji used to hold congregations on this hill, His 
revelation of the Khalsa and its first initiation (Khandc Di Rahul) took place here in 1699. 

2, Qtla Lohgnrh Sahib (Fort of steel): It was the second strongest Qila after Qila Anandgarh 
Sahib, as it was on southern side of city. Gum ji had set up a factory for manufacturing of arms. 
It is situated about 1.6 km south-west of Takht Shri Keshgarh Sahib, to protect the riverside flank 
of Anandpur. It was here that Bhai Bachchittar Singh turned back a drunken elephant which the 
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hit) chiefs of Anandpur in 1700, had sent to battle down the gate of this fort. 

3. Qila Holgarh Sahib (Fort of colour): Agamgarh or I lotgarh was the Qila where Guru Gobind 
Singh introduced the celebration of Hola Mohala in the spring of 1701, Unlike the playful 
sprinkling of coloured water during Holi, the Guru made Hola Mohala an occasion for Sikhs to 
demonstrate their skills at arms in simulated ballets. This fort is about 1.5 km north-west of the 
town across Charan Gariga rivulet. It was the 3“* strongest fort built by Guru ji. 

4. Qila Anandgarh Sahib; This fort was built by Guru Gobind Singh ji for the protection of Siklis 
from hill rulers, in fort, there is a Gurdwarn Sahib, where is the sacred Baoli. It is situated in the 
middle of Anandpur Sahib on another spur, about 800 meters south-east of Takht Sri Keshgarh 
Sahib. 

* 

5. Qila Fatehgarh Sahib: It was built by Guru Gobind Singh ji to defend Anandpur Sahib city in 
the territory of Sahota village. When this Qila was built, Sahibzada Fateh Singh ji was bom. 
Hence it was named in his honour as Qila Fatehgarh Sahib. It is situated in the northern outskirt 
of the town of Anandpur Sahib. This fort reminds us of the long struggle between the Mughals 

and Sikhs. 

6. Qila Taragarh Sahib: It is situated on the outskirts of Shri Anandpur Sahib. It was built to stop 
the hill armies in advance. It was built on the top of hill from where one can see activities of 

Kahlur from a long distance. 

, Phillaur Fort: 

It is Ludhiana city's historic sport and now a police academy, Phillaur Fort is 14 kms from the city 
of Ludhiana and on the bank of river Sutlej in a town named Phillaur. This town was originally 
called Phulnagar as the town was named after Sanghera Jat, Phul. With the orders of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh, a strong force was appointed here and was headed by Governor Mokham Chand, the General 
of Maharaja. Diwan Mokham Chand along with an Italian architect designed the fort. Currently there 
is the Police Training Centre. The Finger Print Bureau is also stationed here, which was established 
in 1894 here. 

'M 

Each gateway of the fort is named after two Mughal cities, Delhi and Lahore Gate, There is an 
enclosing wall that surrounds fort. The entrance is high and broad. The gateways arc currently 
painted in white and red. 

^Shahpur Knndi Fort, Patlianknt: 

Shahpur Knndi fort is a 16“ century monument that nestles at the foot of majestic Himalayas. The 
monument dates back to 1505 A.D and is named after the great Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan. Built 
by a Rajput, Jaspal Singh Pathania, this monument was constructed over gushing waters of Ravi and 
it was originally erected to maintain supremacy and control over Nurpur and Kangra region. This 
fort also served as the last refuge of Ram Singh Pathania in 1848 A.D. when he rebelled against 
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airocilies of British. Connecting Jammu and Kashmir to the rest oflndia, this fort offers picturesque 
view of River Ravi. 

Sural Lashkcri Khan (Rang Dc Basanti) Fort, Doraha; 

This fort was built by Mughal Military General, Lashker Khan in 1663, in the reign of Mughal 
Emperor Aurangzeb. The Sarai Fort is situated just behind Gurdwara Manji Sahib at Delhi Road 
from Doraha city. It is about 10 km towards Khanna. Located in the middle of vast agricultural 
fields, the fort is extremely scenic. 



h 
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Palaces in Punjab: 

The beauty and the ascetic appeal of the picturesque state of Punjab* with it lush and sprawling 
terrains, is accentuated by the majestic and ornate palaces that doL the city. The Palaces of Punjab arc 

resplendent in their imperial grandeur and speak the state’s glorious past. Among the palaces in 
Punjab, followings deserve special mention: 

Summer Palace of Maharaja Rnnjit Singh, Amritsar: 

Constructed under the supervision of Fakir Azcez-ud-din, Sardar Leftna Singh and Saidar Desa 
Singh Majithia, nobles of the Lahore* this darbar costed Nanak Shahi (the currency at the time) 
1,23,000. A retreat for Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1838 AD), the palace spreads across 84 acres 
and had a garden of rare plants, trees and flowers, surrounded by a boundary wall, 14 feet high and a 
moat all around it. This beautiful palace had also several equally beautiful built clusters which the 

British converted into clubs and libraries. The entrance of the palace called the Darshani Deori has a 
unique design. It has four two-storied towers in the cardinal directions, There are two tanks, one 
connecting the palace with water channels fitted with fountains and the other with the air- 

conditioning pipes circuiting the outer walls and the bathing tanks of the double-storied part of the 

residence. Some of the paintings and the mirror-work on the roofs can still be seen. 

Moli Pa lace, Patiala: 

The Qila (fort) was also the residence of Patiala dynasty. The residential part was called Qila 

Androon or the Inner Fort. Its living apartments have names like Jail Wala Palace for royal 
prisoners, the Moti (pearl) Palace, the Shish (mirror work) Palace, the Rajmata (Queen Mother) 
Palace, the Palace of Colours and (lie Palace of the Moon. The recreational structures were called the 
Putli (Puppet) Ghar and Bagh Ghar or the Garden House, Its richly painted chambers arc peerless. 
The Palace has an astonishing underground sewerage system and a unique air conditioning system in 
the form of a tunnel which brings cool air into a room from the basement. Lassi Khana (the royal 
kitchen) used to feed 35,000 people of all ranks every day. 


The Shish Mahal, Patiala: 

Tliis palace, built in the reign of Maharaja Narinder Singh (1845-1862), was ensconced in a forest. It 
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had amazing terraces, gardens, fountains and an artificial lake that is connected to Banasar Ghar, 
where all types of stuffed animals arc kept. There arc two watch towers in the north and the south. 
Shish Mahal, the residential palace, is connected with a suspension bridge, a copy of the Lakhsman 
Jhula at Rishikesh. Part of the three-storied building is inset with pieces of reflecting mirrors and a 
large number of wall paintings depicting scenes from Bhagvvat Puran and ponrails of the Sikh 
Gurus. The palace has galleries displaying antique paintings, bronzes, sculptures and portraits of the 
Maharajas of Patiala. The highlight is the gallery which displays the world’s largest collection of 
medals, decoration and orders of various countries. 


Museums in Punjab: 


Maharaja Ran]it Singh Museum, Amritsar: 

This museum holds beautiful, magnificent, historical oil paintings, coins miniatures and instruments 
depicting Sikh age in the country. This palace was constructed under the control and management of 
Sardar Latina Singh and Sardar Dcsa Singh Majithia. Its garden has rare flora and trees species 
fenced by a boundary wall at] along. This remarkable palace had many buildings that were converted 
into clubs, libraries and lawns by the British Government. 

Sunghol Museum, Fateh garb Sahib: 

This is an ancient site of ilarappan culture and is being maintained by the Archaeological Survey of 
India. Present building of Sanghol museum was inaugurated on April 10, 1990 as a unit of the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, Archaeology and Museums of the Government of Punjab. It was set 
up by Ihe government not only to preserve Punjab’s cultural treasure, but also to involve public in 
the appreciation. 

The ground floor gallery exhibits the most important items of antiquities other then the stone 
sculptures. Museums showcase preserve specimens of pottery discovered from Sanghol that dates 
back to period of Maurayas, Sungas, Guptas and Muslim culture. Other items include seals, coins 
and moulds, made from baked and unbaked clay, copper, lead, ivory and stone. The most important 
themes represented are the woman and tree vignettes, mother and child motifs. 

Anglo Sikh War Memorial, Fcrozcpur: 

Punjab Government constructed an Anglo Sikh War Memorial at Ferozcrpur to perpetuate the 
memory of the brave Punjabis who laid down their lives fighting heroically against British troops at 
Mudki, Fcrozeshchr, Sabhraon and Chcltianwala. 

The three storied building has been raised over a platform near (he bank of Rajasthan Canal and 
Sirhind feeder. On Ihe ground floor, the weapons related to the period of Anglo Sikh War arc 
displayed. Quotes from wars of Shah Mohammad and Cunningham’s history' of the Sikhs arc 
inscribed in bronze. The hall has paintings depicting the four battles of Mudki, Ferozeshehr, 
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Sabhraon and Chellianwala. 

Government Museum, Jlosliiarpur: 

At this museum fossils and rare sculptures collected from the archaeological site of Dholbaha are on 

display. The rare relics displayed here date back to the Stone Age, 

Rural Museum. PAU, Ludhiana: 


This museum lies in the premises of Punjab Agriculture University (PAU). This university was set 


up in year 1962. Rural museum was inaugurated by S. Khushwant Singh on 26 lh April, 1974. The 
museum has a very beautiful fagade. Water channels dot the entrance of 100 yard long path that 
makes way to the beautifully earned door of the huge museum. 


Museum is basically divided into two divisions. The first 


room 


coins and poetry. After that is an open kitchen which includes equipments of rural Punjab like 
Chulha (heater), a peerhi, a big paraet etc. 

The second room has equipments used in the household including spinning wheel, and grain 


storage baskets etc. Another division has musical instruments such as Dholak, Sarangi, Tumba, Sitar 
etc. The typical dresses of Punjabi boys and girls, Punjabi jutti and jewellery arc also displayed here. 
Sports Museum, National Institute of Sports, Patiala: 


A unique exhibition centre, this museum contains rare photographs, medals and kits of the great 
Indian sportsmen. It is set in the sylvan surroundings of Mod Bagh Palace. 

Guru Tech Bahadur Museum, Anandpur Sahib: 

In the sacred memory of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji’s tricentenary of martyrdom, Punjab Government 
formulated a scheme in 1977 to establish Sri Gum Tegh Bahadur Museum at Anandpur Sahib. It vvas 
inaugurated in 1983. The site for the museum was selected near the main approach of the historic 
Gurdwara Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib. The great Saga oTSikh history which is full of struggles and 
sacrifices are depicted here through the medium of oil paintings executed by eminent Punjabi artists 

- Kirpal Singh, Jaswant Singh and Devinder Singh. 

Khalsa Heritage Memo rial Camples (Virasnt-e-Khalsa): 

Formerly known as Khalsa Heritage Memorial Complex is a museum located at Anandpur Sahib. 
The museum is intended to commemorate 500 years ol Sikh history and the 30Q lh anniversary of the 
Khalsa. The year 1999 marked the tricentenary of the Birth of the Khalsa. To commemorate this 
event, the Chief Minister of Punjab S. Parkash Singh Badal laid forth the outlines of a magnificent 
edifice to be known as Virasat - e — Khalsa at Sri Anandpur Sahib. Virasat-e-Khalsa is conceived as 
a repository of the rich heritage of the Khalsa, its history and culture, so as to inspire visitors with 
the vision of the Gurus, emphasizing the eternal message of the great gurus for the whole mankind. 
Contrary to the tradition of domes which crown the sacred Sikh sites, the roofs of the Museum are 
concave-shaped receptors facing the sky. Sheathed in stainless steel, they reflect the sun’s light 
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towards the Gurdwara and the Fort. After thirteen years of construction it has been inaugurated on 
November 25, 2011. There are two complexes at each side of a ravine, connected by a ceremonial 
bridge: 

The smaller western complex includes an entrance piazza, an auditorium with 400 seating* 
capacity, two-story research and reference library and exhibition galleries. 

The eastern complex contains a round memorial building as well as extensive, permanent 
exhibition space, consisting of two clusters of galleries that try to evoke the fortress architecture of 
the region and form a dramatic silhouette against the surrounding cliff terrain. The gathering of the 

galleries in groups of five reflects the Five Virtues, a central tenet of Sikhism. The building was 
designed by world acclaimed architect Mr. Moshe Saifde. 

Sikh Ajaihghar, Mohalk 

Sikh Museum is situated at Balongi village, near SAS Nagar, Punjab. The museum shows the 
sculptures of the statues of various Sikh warriors and models of various Sikh freedom fighters. 
Mnfaaraja RanjitSingh War Mcmnnal/.Miiseum, Ludhiana: 

To commemorate the valiant contribution or the martyrs of Punjab, the Punjab government set up a 
museum to depict (he heroics accomplishments of Punjabi freedom fighters since pre-independence 
time. This museum was named after Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the founder of Sikh empire. 

Surrounding the statuesque figure of Maharaja Ranjit Singh are war tanks, air craft carriers, war 
planes etc. The massive model of INS Vikranl exhibited here bears complete resemblance to the 
original. 

Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh Museum. Khatkarkalan: 

This museum is situated in the village Khatkarkalan and opened on 50 th anniversary of Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh. It contains memorabilia, including his half burnt ashes, the blood socked sand and the 
blood strained newspaper in which ashes were wrapped. A copy of Bhagavad Gila, with Singh’s 
signature which was given to him in Lahore jail and other personal belongings are also displayed 
here. Another interesting memoir in the museum is Bhagat Singh’s scribed notes in his own 
handwriting on the judgment copy of the first Lahore conspiracy case. The pen used by the 
execution for signing the death sentence of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Sukhdcv and Rajguru arc also 

displayed in the museum. 
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12.13 Mosques in Punjab: 




lazanr Pir Qnbn Haji Rattan, Etnlhmdn: 


- 


i 


Mazaar Pir Baba Jlaji Rattan of Bathinda city represents the multicultural fact of Punjab. Pir Baba 
Haji Rattan is known to have represented India as its Ambassador in the sacred city of Mecca. 
Originally the Baba ji was a Hindu poet Rattan Chand, who went on Haj to Mecca and was 
abandoned by die society, but the first Sikh prophet Guru Nanak Dev ji blessed him with Moksh. 
After his visit to Mecca, Baba Haji Rattan returned to India and settled in meditation at Bathinda. 
There is a Gurdwara close to the ‘Haji Rattan’ where Baba Haji Rattan Yadgari Sabhyacbarak Mela 
is conducted in December every year. 

Rauza Sharif, Sirliind: 

Rauza Sharif or Dargah of Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi (popularly known as M uj add id- A l f- 
Isfani) is situated on Sirhind - Bassi Pathana Road at a small distance to the north of Gurdwara 
Fatehgarh Sahib. Sheikh Ahmad Faruqi lived at this place during the times of Akbar and Jahangir 






from 1563 to 1624. 


. 


There are a number of other tombs in the compound mostly of the members of Shaikh Ahmad’s 


\ family. Close to it there is a mausoleum of Rati — ud — Din, an ancestor of the Mujaddid. Not far 

V 

from here are the rauzas of Mujnddids’ son Khawaja Muhammad Sadiq and Khwaja Muhammad 
M&sum. There is a grand mosque with a basement and a small lank for performing ablulion before 
the *prayers. The shine has since been taken over by Government of India as a historic monument. By 

the s idc of the Rauza, are the tombs of the Afgan Ruler Shah Zaman and his queen, 

Rauza Sharif is globally famous for the annual Urs celebrations held here in August for more 

i 

than three centuries. The Urs is held to commemorate (he death anniversary of the Mujaddid. 

Aqsa Mosque, Gurdaspur: 


It is located in the small municipal council of Qadian. a part of Gurdaspur district. It is known all 
oyer the world as the birth place of religious leader Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. He founded the 

Ahmadiyyu seel of Muslim religion, an initiative started in the 19 th century as an Islamic reformist 


v 


movement. The masjid of Aqsa, Qadian gains special significance in the light of Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad’s teachings. 

According to him, Qadian has been proclaimed one of the three holy cities of the Muslim 

\ - 

community by the holy Quran. In one of his books, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad asserts (hat the Masjid-e- 
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Aqsa that the Prophet Muhammad gained his accession to heaven from is in reality the Masjid of 
Aqsa that lies in Qadian. 

i 

The Moorish Mosque, Kupurthnla: 

It is situated in Kapurthala in the Indian Stale of Punjab, is patterned on the times of the Grand 

I 

Mosque of Marrakesh, Morocco. It was commissioned by Maharaja Jagatjil Singh, the last ruler of 
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Kapurthala. This mosque Is now a national monument protected by the Archaeological Survey of 
India. The mosque was built to the architectural design of the French architect Monsieur. M. 

Manleaux* who had also designed the Jagatjit Palace in the city. 

Mubarak Mosque, Qadian: 

It was opened in 1882 - 1883 by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadian. It is the first place of worship of the 
Adjani movement. The white minaret was added later between 1903 and 1914. 


Imam Nasir Mausoleum and Jumma Masjid. Jalandhar: 


The great Imam Nasir Mausoleum is believed to be constructed for a period almost 800 years back. 
The ciypl of mausoleum houses a dargah. It is believed that Baba Farid stayed and prayed at this 
place for almost 40 days. The mausoleum is surrounded by market place and the structure is standing 
on four white pillars in the arena. 

Jamma Masjid is another prominent attraction located on the other side of Imam Nasir 
Mausoleum. According to the archaeologists, it is believed that Jamma masjid was built about 400 
years ago. 

Khnir- ud - Din Masjid, Amritsar: 

The beautiful Khair-ud-Din Masjid was built in 1876 by Muhammad Khaimdin. The mosque holds 
great importance in India’s freedom struggle. It was from this mosque that Tootic-c-Hind, Shah 



Attaullah Bukhari called upon the people to wage war against British rulers. Apart from tJie 

f i 

historical and religious importance that the mosque holds, the architecture of the mosque i s a 
spectacle to hold. 

Gum Ki Maseet (Guru’s Mosque): , 

Guru Ki Maseet is a mosque that was constructed at the request of Guru Har Gobind ji. It is situated 

at the bank of river Bcas, In 1634, Guru Har Gobind ji fought a fierce battle against Mughal forces 

| 

near river Beas. As the conflict with Mughals was intensifying, the town’s defences were fortified so 
the Sikhs built a Gurdwara but the local Muslims did not have the capacity to build themselves a 
place of warship, due to their small numbers. So they came to Guru and asked for his help. So the 
Guru ordered his Sikhs to start construction of a Masjid, which was duly completed and handed over 
to Muslims, so called Guru Ki Maseet. 


Chllla Doha Sheikh Farid, Faridknt: 

This small monument commemorates the visit of the great saint Baba Farid. Baba Sheikh Farid 

t f 

Shakarganj was famous as the Sufi Saint of Pakpaltan, near Multan (now in Pakistan). On his way to 
Hansi and Delhi, the Baba had halted at this place for some time. The city of Farid kot is named after 
him. His divine couplets arc included in Guru Granth Sahib. 
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12.14 Archaeological Sites of Punjab: 

Due to its rigorous past, the best part of ancient Punjab is cither in its ruins or underground. 
Rupnagar: 

An extensive mound at Rupnagar on the bank of Sail uj was excavated by Y.D. Sharma during 1952- 
53. The Harap pan re mains in Rupnagar are ascribed to the period between 2000 B.G and 1500 B.C, 
These include earthen ware, seals, beads, bangles etc. besides a cemetery. 

Kolia Nih:t»g Khan (District Rupnagar): 

The proto-historic site of Kolia Nihang Khan in Rupnagar District was discovered in 1929. The site 
revealed the accumulations of three periods Harapp a, Rushans and Medieval. 

Dhcr Majra (District Rupnagar): 

The site of Bikhun or Dhcr Majra lies at 8 km north-cast of Rupnagar, pertaining lo Indus Valley 
Civilization. 


Bara (District Rupnagar): 

A mound at Bara, about 8 kms of Rupnagar, revealed the accumulations of the late Harappan times. 
The site is rich in distinct clay of pottery. Among the bones found were those of elephant, deer and 

Pig- 

Rohlra (Tchsil Ahmadgnrh, District Snngrur): 

A mound at Rohira about 6 km from Altmadgarh, excavated along the line of depression which 

follows the ancient course of River Satluj, revealed that the houses of Indus Valley Civilization were 

■ 

spacious and made up of bricks in the ratio of l:2;4, A large number of beads of steatite terracotta, 
bangle pieces of terracotta and bone styli were discovered. 

Sanghol (District Fatchgnrk Sahib): 

The excavation carried out at Sanghol indicates that the Late Harappan Culture flourished here in the 
past. A large number of terracotta figurines have been discovered at this site. The pottery and a 
variety of copper objects found at Sanghol have more or less similarity with those recovered at 
Rupnagar and Chandigarh, which gives us ample evidence of existence ol an identical culture of this 
area. A stupa and a Buddhist monastery complex of the Kushan era (lst-2nd Century AD) have also 
been unearth 
Dhnlbalia, lloshiarpur: 

The excavations at Dholbaha, the ancient temple town at lloshiarpur, date back to the Pleistocene 
period of Stone Age and show evidence of continued development of civilization right until the 7th 

and 8th century A.D. The museum containing these relics is situated in Hoshiarpur city. 
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Sutler (District I.udlmmn): 

it lies about 6 km from Ludhiana. The present village is inhabited over an ancient mound. This was 

originally 1750 x 1200 ft. when Alexander visited the state in 1878-79. Sunet was a large city in 
ancient times. A large number of important seals, coins, coin-moulds and human and animal 
figurines in terracotta have been collected from the site. 
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13.1 Historical Personalities: 

Bhai Mah a raj Singh (Nihal Singh): 

He was bom in village Rabbon near Malaud, Ludhiana District in a Grewal family. Bhai Maharaj 
Singh’s parents named him Nihal Singh. As a young lad, he went to stay at Bhai Bir Singh's Dera at 
NauTangabad where he did relentless exemplary service for many years. He look Amrit at the hands 
of Bhai Bir Singh and was given the name Bhagwan Singh. Bhai Maharaj Singh, the spiritual leader 
and fervent Sikh nationalist, is the first freedom fighter of India of note who took up weapons 
against the British rule in 1847, ten years before the First war of Independence, Maharaj Singh's 
revolutionary career started with the Prema conspiracy case involving him in a plot to murder the 
British resident, Henry' Lawrence, and other pro-British officers of the Lahore. Bhai Maharaj Singh 
intensified his activities against the British when he came to know that Diwan Mul Raj had in April 
1848 raised a standard of revolt against them at Multan, He left tor Multan with 400 horsemen to 
join hands with Mul Raj, But soon differences arose between the two leaders and Maharaj Singh left 
Multan for Hazara in June 1848 to seek Chatar Singh Atarivala's assistance in his plans to dislodge 
the British Darbar. Thereafter he took part in the battles of Chelianvala and Gujrat, but when Raja 
Sher Singh surrendered to the British at Rawalpindi on 14 March 1849, he resolved to carry on the 
fight single-handed. He escaped to Jammu and made Dev Batala his secret headquarters. In 
December 1849, he went to Hoshiarpur and visited the Sikh regiments to enlist their support. He 
fought fervently till he was arrested on December 29, 1849 and imprisoned in Outram Jail Singapore 

where he died on 5th July 1856. 

Sardar Ajit Singh (1881-1947): 

He was bom at Khatkarkalan village in Jalandhar (now Nawanshahr) District, the son of Atjan Singh 
and Jai Kaur, He was unde of Sardar Bhagat Singh. Ajit Singh was one of the first men in the 
Punjab to openly show resentment of the high-handedness of the British rulers and publicly criticize 
the government. Even as a child he questioned the ‘Salaam* (bowing in courtesy) that his elder 
grandfather did to younger men. He thought British Sahibs (masters) were ill mannered and too 
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stupid of being able to leant to speak Punjabi any better than a child. He was declared a political 
rebel and had to spend many years of his life in jails or in exile from India. In 1907, he was deported 
to Mandalay Jail in Burma along with Laia Lajpat Rat, After his release, lie escaped to Iran. From 
there, he traveled to Rome, Geneva. Paris and Rio dc Janeiro. In 1918, he came in close contact with 
the Gliadar Party in San Francisco, In 1939, he returned to Europe and later on helped Nctaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in his mission in Italy. In 1946, he came back to India at the invitation of 
Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru. After spending some time in Delhi, he went to Dalhousie. He breathed 
his last on August 15, 1947, after India got its Independence. His last words were, ‘Thank God, my 
mission is fulfilled,” 

Lain Lajpnt Rai (1865 - 1928): 


An outstanding figure among Punjab freedom fighters was bom on 28 January 1865 in an Aggarwal 
family in Dhudike village (now in Moga district). He was an Indian author and politician and he is 
chiclly remembered as a leader in the Indian fight for independence from the British Raj. He was 
popularly known as Punjab Kesari (Punjabi: The Lion of Punjab) or Shcr-c-Punjab (Urdu: The Lion 
of Punjab) and was part of the Lai Bal Pal trio. He founded the National College, inside the 
Bradlaugh Hall in Lahore to impart quality education to the Indians who did not want to join British 
institutions. Graduates of the National College included Bliagat Singh. Lala Lajpat Rai and Sardar 


Ajit Singh whipped up a strong agitation against the Punjab Colonies Act. As a result, he was 
deported to Mandalay in Burma in 1907. A Tew years taler he proceeded to America and came in 
close contact with the Ghadarites there. He came back to India in 1920 and was elected President of 
INC for the next year. While lie was leading a procession against the all-white Simon Commission in 
1928, he was beaten by the Police. He could not recover from the lathi blows and died on 17 th 


Nov. 1928. 


Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna (1870-1968): 

He was an Indian revolutionary, the founder president of the Ghadar Party and a leading member of 
the party involved in the Ghadar Conspiracy of 1915. 

Tried at the Lahore Conspiracy trial, Sohan Singh served sixteen years of a life sentence for his 
part in the conspiracy before he was released in 1930. He later worked closely with the Indian labour 
movement, devoting considerable lime to the Kisan Sabha and the Communist Party of India. 

Ghadar's foremost strategy was to incite Indian soldiers to revolt. The Ghadar leadership, under 
Sohan Singh Bhakna, had plans Tor mutiny. The inflammatory passions surrounding the Komagata 
Maru incident helped the Ghadarite cause and Ghadar leaders including Sohan 
Singh, Barkatullah and Taraknalh Das used it as a rallying point and successfully brought many 
disaffected Indians in North America into the party’s fold. British intelligence was already picking 
up traces of the revolutionary conspiracy. Singh was arrested in Calcutta in October 1914 and sent 
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to Ludhiana for interrogation. He was subsequently sent to the Central Jail in Multan and later tried 
in the Lahore Conspiracy Case and sentenced to death, with forfeiture of property. The death 
sentence was later commuted to Life imprisonment in the Andamans. 

Haha Gurdlt Singh (1860-1954): 

He was the central figure in the Komagata Marti incident of 1914, one of several incidents in the 
history of early 20th century involving exclusion laws in both Canada and the United Slates 
designed to keep out immigrants of Asian origin, Singh was bom in ] 860 at Sarhali, in Amritsar 
District. He chartered a Japanese ship, the Kotnagata Mam, in 1914 to go to Canada, 
reaching Vancouver in May, 1914. The ship, renamed as Gurtt Natmk Jahaj, had a total of 376 
passengers out of whom 351 were Sikhs and 21 Punjabi Muslims. The ship sailed from Hong 
Kong to Vancouver on April 3, 1914, The obstructions put up by the alien authorities and the 
hardships faced by its passengers turned them into staunch nationalists. The ship reached Vancouver 
on May 22, 1914; it was not allowed to anchor and was attacked by the police at night The attack 
was repulsed by the passengers and it created a great stir among the Indians in Canada. This is 
known as the Komagata Mam incident 

An agreement was reached and the ship sailed back to India, It reached Calcutta on September 
29, 1914. However, the passengers were not allowed to enter Calcutta; they were rather ordered to 
board a Punjab-bound train especially arranged for the purpose. They refused to do so and many of 
the passengers were killed, a great many escaped. 

Baba Kharak Singh (1868- 1963): 

He was bom at Sialkot (now in Pakistan), He was a Sikh political leader and was among the first 
batch of students who graduated (1889) from Punjab University, Lahore. 

Kharak Singh, having passed his matriculation examination from Mission High School and 
intermediate from Murray College, graduated from Punjab University, Lahore and joined the Law 
College at Allahabad. Three years later in 1915, as president of the 8th session of the Conference 
held at Tam Taran, he surprised everyone by walking to the site of the conference, breaking the 
stalely custom of arriving in a carnage pulled by six horses. He also refused permission for a 
proposed resolution to be moved at the conference wishing victory to the British in World War-1. 

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919 galvanized Kharak Singh as the virtual core of Sikh 
politics. Kharak Singh presided over the historic session of the Central Sikh League held in Lahore 
in 1920 where under his direction the Sikhs took part in the non-co-operation movement. Mahatma 
Gandhi, the AM Brothers and Dr. Kitchlcw also attended the event and advised the Sikhs to throw in 
their lot with the Congress Party. In 1921 he helped found the S.G.P.C. and was unanimously elected 
its President. Afterwards, too, he held that exalted office on several occasions. 

In 1921-22 he successfully led the first Morcha (agitation) against the British government 


- 
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(November, 1921), which is popularly known as the Keys Morcha. This was a Sikh protest requiring 
the return of the keys of the Toshakhana (treasury) of the Golden Temple, which had been seized by 
the British Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar. Kharak Singh was among the first to be arrested and 
this was the first of his numerous jail terms under the British. His arrest led to a vigorous storm of 
protest against the Government. 

Saifuridin Kitchlcw (1888 - 1963): 

He was an Indian freedom fighter, barrister and an Indian Muslim nationalist leader. As Indian 
National Congress politician, he first became Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee (Punjab PCC) 
head and later the General Secretary of the AICC in ! 924. 

He is most remembered for the protests in Punjab after the implementation of Rowlatt Act in 
March 1919, after which on April 10, he and another leader Dr. Satya Pal were secretly sent 
to Dharamsala. A public protest rally against their arrest and that of Gandhi led to the 
infamous Jallianwala Bagh massacre on April 13. 1919 at Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. 

Kitchlew was also a founding leader of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha (Indian Youth Congress), 
which rallied hundreds of thousands of students and young Indians to nationalist causes. He was also 
the member of the Foundation Committee ulJamia Millia Islamia, which met on 29 October 1920 
and led to the foundation of Jamia Millia Islamia University. 

Kartar Singh Sarahha (1896- 1915): 

He was an Indian revolutionary who was amongst the most famous accused in the Lahore conspiracy 
trial. A leading luminary of the Ghadar Party, Kartar Singh was executed at Lahore in November 
1915 for his role in the Ghadar Conspiracy in February 1915, 

In November 1913, the Ghadar Party started printing a paper named Ghadar, which was 
published in the Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Gujarati and Pushto languages. Kartar Singh played 
the lend role in publishing this paper. This paper was sent to Indians living in all countries 
throughout the world. The purpose of the paper was to unmask the truth about British rule to Indians, 
impart military training and explain in details the methods of making and using weapons and 

explosives. 

Kartar Singh Sarabha became the symbol of martyrdom and influenced many from his bravery 
and sacrifice. Bhagat Singh, another great revolutionary o find inn freedom, regarded Kartar Singh as 

his guru, friend and brother. Punjabi novelist Nanak Singh wrote a novel called Ikk Mian Do 
Tahvaran based on his life. The judges during his trial were impressed by his intellectual skills but 
nonetheless he was sentenced to death. 

Master Tara Singh (188?- 1967): 

He was a prominent Sikh political and religious leader in the first half of the 20th century. He was 
instrumental in organizing Hie Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee, in organizing Sikhs 
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politically and later led their demand for a Sikh-majority state in Punjab, 

Tara Singh was one of the first members among the one hundred seventy five members elected to 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, whose formation provided a focal point for the 
movement for the reformation of the Sikh religious places. 
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13.2 Political Personalities: 

Fartap Singh Kairon (1901-196S): 

He was llie Chief Minister of (lie Punjab province ((hen comprising Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh) and is widely acknowledged lo be the architect of post-Independence Punjab Province (or 
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal as of today). He was an Indian independence movement leader and 
was jailed twice by (he British Empire, once for five years for organizing protests against British 
rule. Hjs political influence and views are still considered to dominate Punjabi politics, sometimes 
called the "faiher of modern Punjabi politics", Panap Singh Kairon was a man of vision. He laid the 
base on which Punjab prospered. The late leader established the Punjab Agricultural University, 
which played a key role in the Green Revolution. He also placed Punjab on the industrial map of the 
country. He was behind the creation of the city of Chandigarh and the industrial township of 
Faridabad (in present-day Haryana). In 1964, following the publication of the report of the 
commission of enquiry which had exonerated him of the bulk of the allegations made against him by 
his political adversaries, Partap Singh Kairon resigned from his position as chief minister of the 
Punjab. On February 6, 1965, he was assassinated by Sucha Singh, in his car on the main highway 
(the G.T. Road) from Delhi to Amritsar. Sucha Singh was later hanged. 

Giunl Zall Singh (1916- 1994): 

He was a politician of the Indian National Congress. He also served as the Chief Minister of Punjab 
and went on to become the seventh President of India. He was bom in Sandhwan, Faridkot 
district on May 5, 1916, He was given the title of Ciani, as he was educated and learned about Guru 
Granth Sahib at Shaheed Sikh Missionary College in Amritsar. Zail Singh was elected as 
a Congress Chief Minister of Punjab in 1972, He created a lifelong pension scheme for the freedom 
fighters of the state. In 1982 he was unanimously nominated to serve as the President of India. He 
took (he oath of office on July 25. 1982, On November 29. 1994 Zail Singh was involved in a 
serious vehicle accident near Kiratpur Sahib in Rupnagar District on his way to the Anandpur Sahib. 
He later died at (he Post Graduate Institute, Chandigarh on 25 December 1994 and was cremated at 
the Raj Ghat Memorial near Old Delhi, 

Indcr Kumar Gujra! (1919 - 2012): 

He served as (he 12lh Prime Minisler oflndia. Gujrat was the second PM to govern exclusively from 
the Rajya Sabha, first being his predecessor H.D. Deve Gowda. He participated in India’s freedom 
struggle and was jailed in 1942 during the 'Quit India Movement 1 . Gujral left the Congress Party in 
the mid-1980s and joined the Janta Dal. The Dal was a third-party with mainly socialist leanings and 
regional bases. In the 1989 elections, Gujral was elected from the Jalandhar parliamentary 
constituency in Punjab. He served as Minister of External Affairs in the V. P. Singh cabinet. He is 
also famous for Gujral doctrine which is a set of five principles to guide the conduct of foreign 
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relations with India’s immediate neighbours as spell out by Gujrat, first as India's External Affairs 
Minister and later as the Prime Minister. Among other factors, these five principles arise from the 
belief that India’s stature and strength cannot be divorced from the quality of its relations with its 
neighbours. The doctrine thus recognizes the supreme importance of friendly and cordial relations 
with neighbours. He died in 2012. 

Harcharan Singh Brar (1922- 2009): 

He was the Chief Minister of Punjab from 1995 to 1996. He succeeded the assassinated Chief 
Ministers. Bcant Singh, lie was previously the governor of Orissa from February 1977 to 
September 1977, and then was Governor of Haryana from 1977 to 1979. He died in 2009 after a long 
illness. 

Dr. Balrum Jakhar (1923 —2016): 

He is a well-known Indian politician and parliamentarian and former Governor of Madhya Pradesh. 
He was bom in Jat family of Jakhar clan in Panchkosi village ofFerozcpur district in Punjab now 
in Abohar (present Fazilka district) on 23 August 1923. His elder son Sajjan Kumar Jakhar is ex- 
Punjab minister and known for clean image. His youngest son Sunil Jakhar has been the leader of 
opposition in Punjab. Dr. Balram Jakhar was elected to the Punjab Legislative Assembly in 1972 
and was re-elected in 1977 becoming the Leader of the Opposition. He was elected to the 
seventh Lok Sabha from Fcrozcpurin 1980 and re-elected to the eighth Lok Sabha fromSikarm 
1984. He served as Speaker of Lok Sabha from 19S0 to 1989. As Speaker of Lok Sabha he was an 
instrument for automation and computerization of Parliamentary works. He promoted Parliament 
library, reference, research, documentation and information services for the knowledge and use of 
members of Parliament. The establishment of Parliament Museum was his contribution. Me was first 
Asian to be elected as Chairman of Commonwealth Parliamentarian Executive Forum. He became 
the Central Agriculture minister in 1991. He was Governor of Madhya Pradesh state from 30 June 
2004 to 30 May 2009, 

Pan tli Rattan Sfiri <7 tire ha ran Singli Tohra (1924- 2004): 

Former president ofShiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), Sikh body in charge of 
controlling Gurdwares. Bom at Tohra village of Patiala district in Punjab in September 1924, he had 
an early interest in religion and was an active Akali worker even before the partition of India. He 
died of a heart attack in New Delhi on April 1, 2004 at the age of 79. He remained the head of the 
SGPC for a record 27 years and was one of the most influential and controversial Sikh leaders of the 
20th century. Indian President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam described the Sikh leader as a ’prominent 
political and social leader who was well known for his work during his many years in public life’. 
Followers often addressed him as Pradhanji (President) or Jathedar. 
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Sant H arclia ml Singh Longowal (1932 - 1985): 

He was the President of the Akali Dal during the Punjab insurgency of the 1980s. He studied 
Sikh theology and Sikh texts and practiced Sikh music. As his teacher was also a member of 

the Akali movement, it is likely that young Horcharan Singh also imbibed the spirit of political 
activism at that time. The modest and soft-spoken Sant Longowal was called on in 1975, when he 
was the acting president of the Shiromani Akali Da), to lead (he Sikh opposition to the emergency 
imposed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Afterwards, he retired from public life. In the 1977 

general elections, liarcharan Singh was given the Akali nomination to run for a constituency in 
Punjab, but declined (he offer, which enhanced his political reputation and siature. Sant Harcharan 
Singh Longowal met the Prime Minister in Delhi and on July 23, 1985 signed an eleven-point 
memorandum covering all the major issues which had defied resolution since the A kalis had first 
presented their list of demands. Less than a month after signing the Punjab accord also called Rajiv- 
Longowal accord, Sant Harcharan Singh Longowal was shot and killed on 20 August 1985 at the 
Gurdwara in village Shcrpur, not far from Longowal, Punjab. With his death, the date or the 
supposed transfer of the capital to Punjab came and went with no effect. Soon, the credibility and 
goodwill of the agreement lay in ruins. 

Bant Singh (1922- 1995): 

He was an Indian National Congress politician and the Chief Minister of Punjab from 1992 to 1995. 

He was killed by suspected Khalistani separatists in a car bombing. The killing was in retaliation for 
die alleged human rights violations during the anti-insurgency operations in Punjab. Beam Singh 
became the chief minister of Punjab in 1992. Bcant Singh's tenure as the chief minister witnessed 
the Punjab insurgency. Under him, the Punjab Police crushed the pro-Khalistan militants forcefully, 
inviting claims of human rights violations. Bcant Singh was assassinated in a bomb blast at the 
secretariat complex in Chandigarh on August 31, 1995, The blast claimed the lives of 17 others 
including 3 commandos. In 2012, a Chandigarh court sentenced Balwant Singh to death, A number 
of Sikhs protested against the decision and campaigned to stop the execution of Balwant Singh 
Rajoana. On 23 March 2012 the Government of India stayed the execution of Rajoana after Punjab 

Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal met President Pralibha Patil seeking clemency for him. 

Surjit Singh Barnala (1925 - 2017): 

He was an Indian politician who served as Chief Minister of Punjab from 1985 to 1987. Following 

that, he had served as Governor of Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa and 

Lieutenant Governor of Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Puduchcry, He has been a Minister in the 

Union Cabinet twice and a Vice-Presidential candidate once. He was the First Governor 

of Uttrakhand from its creation in 2000 until 2003. He is the second longest serving Governor in 

Indian History after Dr. A R Kidwai. He died in 2017, following a prolonged illness. 
^— 
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Parkash Singh Badal: 

He is a prominent and senior politician of Punjab belonging to the regional political party Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD). He previously served as Chief Minister of Punjab for five terms from 1970 to 
1971, from 1977 to 1980, from 1997 to 2002, from 2007 to 2012 and from 2012 to 2017. He entered 
politics in 1947 and was first elected to Punjab Vidhan Sabha in 1957. He has also served as Union 
Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation in 1977. He has been awarded Padma Vibhushan, the second 
highest civilian award in 2015. 

Captain Amarintlcr Singh: 

Captain Amarinder Singh is the son of Yadavindra Singh and Mohinder Kaur. He was sworn in as 
the 26lh Chief Minister of Punjab on 16 March 2017. He previously served as lire Chief Minister of 
Punjab from 2002 to 2007. He is the titular Maharaja of Patiala. He has worked for the Indian Army 
from 1963 to 1966 and he was elected to thcLok Sabha on an Indian National Congress ticket in 
1930. He served as the President of Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee from 1999 to 2002. 

He has also written books on war and Sikh history which include A Ridge Too Far, Lest We 
Forget, The Last Sunset: Rise and Fall of Lahore Durbar and The Sikhs in Britain: 150 years of 
Photographs, Honour and Fidelity: India’s Military Contribution to the Great War 1914 to 

m 

1918 and The Monsoon War Young Officers Reminisce: 1965 Indra-Pakjstan War. He dedicated his 
recent book The 36th Sikhs in the Tirah Campaign 1897-98; Saragarhi and the Defence of Samana 
Forts’ to the 22nd man, the man, a non-combatant who W3S deployed at Saragarhi as a cook, picked 
up a rifle after others were kilted and shot four tribal. 
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13.3 Sports Personalities: 


JMilkfi:i Singh: 

He is an athlete, who represented India in the I960 Summer Olympics in Rome and the 1964 
Summer Olympics in Tokyo. He is nicknamed The Flying Sikh. He is also the father of the 
professional golfer Jeev Milkha Singh. At the 1960 Olympics in Rome, he finished second in all of 
his 400m races prior to the final, improving his time on each occasion. In the final event he set ofT 

strongly to the fore but was overhauled by the field and finished in fourth place, this being a decision 
that required a photo-finish. 

Bislinn Singh Ikdi: 

He is a former Indian Cricketer who was primarily a slow left-arm orthodox bowler. He played Test 
cricket for India from 1966 to 1979 and formed part of the famous Indian spin quartet. He 
also captained the national side in 22 Test matches. 

His bowling has been described as graceful, even beautiful and full of guile and artistry. He was 
at expert in flighting the ball and was capable (o hold it back or hurry forward adding subtle 
variations of spin. His action was so relaxed and co-ordinated that he was able to bowl all day with 
rhythm and control, a great asset to any captain. 

Navjot Singh Sidliu: 

He is a former Indian cricketer. He was bom in Patiala in (he Malwa region of Punjab. After 
retirement from cricket Navjot Singh Sidliu took up television commentary and politics, Sidliu was 
elected to the Lok Sablia as the member from Amritsar in 2004 on a Bharatiya Janata Party ticket. 
He again won the seal on 2009 and has been M.P. from Amritsar. Now, he is a Member Legislative 
Assembly from Congress Party. 

Harbhajan Singh; 

He was bom in 1980 at Jalandhar and commonly known as Bhajji is a famous Indian cricketer. A 
specialist bowler, he is also known for his *Dot>sra\ the ball that goes the other way. 

In 2001, with leading leg spinner Anil Kumble injured, Harbhajan’s career was resuscitated 
after Indian captain Sourav Ganguly called for his inclusion in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy team. In 
this series against Australia, Harbhajan established himself as the team's leading spinner by taking 
32 wickets, becoming the first Indian bowler to take a hat trick in Test cricket. 

Yuvraj Singh; 


Bum in 1981, he is an Indian cricketer and the son of former Indian fast bowler and Punjabi movie 
star Yograj Singh. He lias been a member of the Indian cricket team since 2000 (ODTs) and played 
his first Test match in 2003, He was the vice-captain of the GDI team from late-2007 to Iale-2008. 
At the 2007 World Twenty20 he hit six sixes in an over against England's Stuart Broad—a feat 
performed only three limes previously in any form of senior cricket and never in an international 
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match between two Test cricket nations. He was named the Man of the Tournament in the 2011 

Cricket World Cup and was one of the top performers at the 2007 World Twenty20, both of which 

India won. He was recently diagnosed with a cancerous tumor (Stage-1) in his left lung and 

underwent chemotherapy treatment at the Cancer Research Institute in Boston, USA. 

Ajit Pal Singh: 

He is an Indian field hockey player from Sansarpur, Punjab, He was conferred the Aijuna Award in 
1970 and awarded it in 1972, He played at centre half position. He was captain of the Indian team at 
the Hockey World Cup 1975 held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. He represented India in ihrcc 
Olympics from 1968 through 1976, winning bronze medals in his first two Olympic Games. He was 

appointed as India's chef de mission for 2012 Summer Olympics. It was the first time that a sports 

person was given this opportunity as earlier this position went to either politicians or administrators. 
However he could not make it to the event due to severe spondylitis. 

Gagan Ajit Singh: 

Gagan Ajit Singh is a former Hockey player from Punjab. He is the son of Ajit Singh, the veteran 
Indian Hockey player who represented the Indian Hockey team at Munich Olympic Games 1972 and 
Montreal Olympic Games 1976. The unde of Gagan. Harmik Singh has also been an Indian Hockey 
player and also the Captain of the Indian Hockey team in the past, He picked up the game of Hockey 
at quite an early age and studied at Sports College, Jalandhar and Air India Hockey Academy, Delhi 
in the year S995-96 to hone his game skills. Later on he joined Punjab Police and is currently 
holding (he rank of S.P. Achievements: 

• Captain of the Indian junior team that won Junior World Cup in 2001 

* Member of the All-Asian men's hockey team in 2002 
■ Arjuna Award in 2002 

Purgat Singh: 

He is a former Indian hockey player. He was considered as one of the world’s best defenders, He 
captained Indian men's hockey (carnal 1992 Barcelona Olympics and 1996 Atlanta Olympics. He 
was working with Punjab police before taking a plunge into politics. He was nominated for 
Jalandhar Cantonment legislative seat as SAD nominee which he subsequently won. He is NOW 
MLA from Jalandhar Cant, scat from Congress Party. 

Jecv Milkhn Singh: 

He is an Indian professional golfer who became the first player from India to join the European 
Tour in 1998, He has won four events on the European Tour making him the most successful Indian 
on tour. He is the highest ranked Indian golfer in the world and first broke into the top 100 in 
October 2006. Singh was bom in Chandigarh to Indian Olympic athlete Mitkha Singh and NIrma! 
Kaur, former captain of the Indian women's volleyball team. 
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Jvoti Singh Kandlmwn: 

He ts a professional golfer who was ranked in the top 100 oT the Official World Golf Ranking 

several times between 2004 and 2009. Randhawa turned professional in 1994. He participated on 
the Asian Tour and the European Tour. His best finish on the European Tour is tied second in the 

2004 Johnnie Walker Classic, 


AhMmtv Singh Rimini: 

He is an Indian shooter and is World and Olympic champion in the 10 m Air Rifle event. By 
winning the gold in the 10 m Air Rifle event at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, he became the 
first Indian to win an individual gold medal at the Olympic Games. It was also India's first gold 
medal since 1980, when the Men's Field Hockey Team won the gold, Abhinav Bindra was bom in an 
affluent Punjabi Sikh family. He did his initial formative education at St. Stephen's 
School Chandigarh. His parents had an indoor shooting range installed at their home 
in Patiala, Punjab where he used to practice. 

Prabhjot Singh: 

Hockey player from Punjab, he made his junior international debut along with Arjun Halappa in 
! 999 and represented India seniors in the 4-Nation Cup in Barcelona in the same year. He was part 
of the team that Won gold at the Hobart Junior World Cup. In his long career he figured all the 
major FIH and AHF tournaments like Olympics, World Cup, Champions Trophy, Asian Games and 
Asia Cup. He also top scored in the 2007 Asia Cup in Chennai. Recently he led S her-e - F u nj ab in the 
World Series Hockey in the inaugural edition. 









Chapter 18 

Question Bank 


18.1 Practice Questions on General Knowledge of Punjab 


[. Present Lokpal of Punjabis? 

A. V.P, Badnore 

B. Rana K.P. Singh 

C. Justice S.K. Mittal 

D. None of the above 

2. Which one of the following is the State 
tree of Punjab? 

A. Peeple 

B. Shisham 

C. Neem 

D. Tahli 

3. The least literate district of Punjab is? 

A, Bamala 

B. Hoshiarpur 

C. Muktsar 

D, Mansa 

4. The only Tehstl of Punjab which does not 

have urban population? 

A. Khadur Sahib 

B. Patiala 

C. Ferozepur 

D. Jalandhar 

5. Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha seats in 
Punjab are respectively: 

A. 13 and 7 

B. II and 9 

C. 10& 10 

D. 14 and 6 


6. Forest and Wildlife Minister of Punjab is: 

A. Manpreet Singh Badal 

B. Rana Guijit Singh 

C Charanjit Singh Chanm 

D. Sadhu Singh Dharamsot 

7, Which one of the following is a Chief 

Parliamentary Secretary in Punjab? 

A. Charanjit Singh Channi 

B. Rana K.P. Singh 

C. Razia Sultana 

D. None of the above 

8. Which one amongst the following 
landforms has been badly dissected with 
choes? 

A. Kandi 

B. Alluvial Plains 

C. Dune Studded Plains 

D. All the above 

9, Which one amongst the following does not 
fall in Doaba area of Punjab? 

A. Hoshiarpur 

B. Nawanshahr 

C. Paihankot 

D. Jalandhar 

10. “Pantapotamia" was the name given to 
Punjab by whom of the following? 

A. Greeks 

B. Romans 
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C. Arabians 

D. None of above 

11. Lengchen Khambab is another name for 
which of the following rivers of Punjab? 

A, Ravi 

B, Satluj 

C. Beas 

D. Ghaggar 

12. Paibati and Sukctri arc the tributaries of 
which of the following rivers of Punjab? 

A. Satluj 

B. Beas 

C. Ravi 

D. Chenab 

13. Trimab'is the place where? 

A. Ravi joins Jhclum 

B. Jhclum joins Chenab 

C. Ravi joins combined Jhclum and 

Chenab 

D. All the above 

14. Sakki Kiran Nala is the tributary of which 
of the following rivers? 

A. Ravi 

B. Beas 

C. Chenab 

D. jhclum 

15. Which one amongst the Following rivers of 

Punjab constitutes the largest catchment 

area? 

A. Satluj 

B. Beas 

C. Ravi 

D. Chenab 

16. Which of the following rivers borders 
Amritsar, Pathankot and Gurdaspur 
districts of Punjab? 

A. Beas 

B. Ravi 


C. Satluj 

D. None of these 

17. In winters, the cold winds causing frost 
and fog over Punjab originate from? 

A. Arabian Sea 

B. Caspian sea 

C. Turkmenistan 

D. Both B and C 

18. The cause of winter rainfall in Punjab is? 

A, N - E Monsoons 

B, S - W Monsoons 

C. Both A and B 

D. Temperate Cyclones 

19. Monsoon withdrawal is observed in 
Punjab in the month of? 

A. September 

B. October 

C. November 

D. None of above 

20. Punjab has how much of its geographical 
area under forests? 

A. 5.62 % 

B, 4.84 % 

C. 3.84 % 

D, 4.16 % 

21. Which one amongst the following is not a 
Wetland of International Importance? 

A. Harike Wetland 

B. Kanjli Welland 

C. Ropar Wetland 

D. Ranj it Sagar Wetland 

22. Ropar Wetland exists over which of the 
following rivers of Punjab? 

A. At River Beas 

B. At the confluence of Satluj and Beas 

C. At Satluj River 

D. None of above 

23. Ramil Sagar Wetland is located in which 
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of the following districts of f'unjab? 

A. Gurdaspur 

B. Amritsar 

C. Nawanshahr 

D. Mansa 

24. Which one amongst the following is the 
manmade wetland in Punjab? 

A. Jastarwa! wetland 

B. Dholbaha Reservoir 

C. Kahnuwan - Chamb wetland 

D. Keshopur- Miani wetland 

25. Which one of the following is the natural 
wetland of Punjab? 

A. Mangrowal Dam 

B. Maili Dam 

C. Hussainiwala Reservoir 

D. Sital Sagar 

E. None of the above 

26. Rakh Sami Amanant Khan Conservation 
Reserve is situated in which of the 
following districts? 

A. Gurdaspur 

B. TamTaran 

C. Hoshiarpur 

D. Amritsar 

27. The rights of people living inside which of 
the following sites are not affected? 

A, Conservation Reserve 

B, Community reserve 

C. Wildlife Sanctuaries 

D. Both A and B 

28. Jhajjar - Bachauli Wildlife Sanctuary falls 
in which district of Punjab? 

A. Rupnagar 

B. Patiala 

C. Pathankot 

D. Sangrur 

29. Which one amongst the following arc the 


most fertile and productive soils of 

Punjab? 

A. Bet soils 

B. Sandy soils 

C. Loamy soils 

D. Kandi soils 

30. Which one of the following soil types is 
deficient in organic matter? 

A. Sierozems 


B. Alluvial soils 


C. Bet soils 

D. Loamy soils 

31. Early man started manufacturing earthen 
jars in which of the following ages? 

A. Mesolithic age 

B. Neolithic age 

C. Palaeolithic age 

D. None of above 


32. Harappan civilization belongs to which of 


the following periods? 

A. Stone Age period 

B. Bronze Age period 

C. Copper Age period 

D. Iron Age period 

33. Proto historic sites at Harappa were first of 
all excavated by? 

A. Dr R. D. Banerjcc 

B. Daya Ram Sahni 

C. Dr, B. R. Sharma 


D. None of above 

34. After Greeks, Punjab was occupied by? 

A. Parthians 

B. Rushans 


C. Shakas 

D. Sungas 

35. Who amongst the following are known to 
strike gold coins of Yupa type? 

A. Samudra Gupta 
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B. Sri Gupta 

C. Chandra Gupta -1 

D. Chandra Gupta - II 

36. The Chinese traveler Hiuen Tsang, who 
visited India at the time of 
Harshavardhana, talked highly of which 
area of Punjab? 

A. Rupnagar 

B. Bara 

C. Sanghol 
‘ D. Sirhind 

37- Slave dynasty was founded by? 

A. Illutmish 

B. Razia Sultan 

C. Qutb-din Aibak 

D. Jalal - ud - din Yakut 

38. The founder of Tughlaq dynasty in India 
was? 

A. Ghiasu — ud - din Tughlaq 

B. Muhammad Tughlaq 

C. Firozshah Tughlaq 

D. None of above 

39. Who amongst the following had been the 
Governor of Punjab on behalf of Timur? 

A. Changcz Khan 

B. Khizr Khan 

C. Sultan Shah Lodhi 

D. Mubarak Shah 

40. Lodhi dynasty was founded by? 

A. Sikandar Lodhi 

B. Muhammad Lodhi 

C. Behlot Lodhi 

D. None of above 

41. Word l Sikh' owes its origin which of the 
following languages? 

A. Sanskrit 

B. Greek 

C. Roman 


D. Pal 

42. ‘Sidh Gosht” is a composition of which of 

the following Gurus? 

A. Guru Amur Dasji 

B. Guru Nanak Dev ji 

C. Guru Angad Dev ji 

D. Guru Gobind Singh ji 

43. Guru Nanak Dev ji attained enlightenment 
at the bank of which of the following 

rivers? 

A. River Ganga 

B. River Bern 

C. River Ramsar 

D. River Satluj 

44. ‘Khadur Sahib’ was founded by which of 
the following Sikh Gurus? 

A. Guru Angad Dev ji 

B. Guru Amar Dasji 

C. Gum Arjan Devjt 

D. None of above 

45. ‘Manji Pratha* - to spread the message of 
Gum Nanak Dev ji, was started by whom 

of the following? 

A. Guru Amar Dasji 

B. Gum Arjan Dev ji 

C. Gum Ram Dasji 

D. Gum Angad Devji 

46. ‘Lavan’ for the solemnization of Sikh 
marriage, were composed by? 

A. Guru Arjan Devjt 

B. Gum Angad Devjt 

C. Gum Ram Dasji 

D. None of above 

47. Guru Arjan Dev ji completed the 
construction of which of the following 
Sarovars? 

A. Santokhsar 

B. Ramsar Sarovar 
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C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

48. The practice of 'Daswandh'— i.e. to donate 
one tenth of one’s income was started by? 

A. Guru Arjan Dev ji 

B. Guru Ram Das ji 

C. Guru Amar Das ji 

D. Gum Tcgh Bahadur ji 

49. Pothi Sahib (Adi Gnmth) was composed 
by? 

A. Guru Amar Das ji 

B. Guru Har Rai ji 

C. Guru Har Gobindji 

D. Guru Arjan Dev ji 

50. Ruhela village rebuilt by Guru Aijan Dev 
ji was renamed as? 

A. Goindwal Sahib 

B. Khadur Sahib 

C. Kiratpur Sahib 

D. Sri Hargobindpur 

51. The fort of Lohgarh was built by? 

A. Guru Har Gobindji 

B. Guru HarKrishanji 

C. Guru liar Rai ji 

D. None of above 

V 

52. Who amongst the following Guru is 

named as ‘"Bandi Chhor'*? 

A. Guru Har Rai ji 

B. Guru HarKrishanji 

C. Guru Har Gobindji 

D. Guru Gobind Singh ji 

53. Dara Shikoh. the oldest son of Shah Jahan 
sought blessings of which of the following 

Sikh Gurus? 

A. Gum HarKrishanji 

B. Guru Har Rat ji 

C. Gum Arjan Dev ji 

D. None of above 


54. Who amongst the following is named as 
the ‘Bala Pir’? 

A. Guru HarKrishanji 

B. GuruTegh Bahadur ji 

C. Gum Nanak Dev ji 

D. Guru Har Rai ji 

55. ‘Chakk Nanaki’ founded by Gum Tegh 
Bahadur ji later become famous as? 

A. Anandpur Sahib 

B. Goindwal Sahib 
G Khadur Sahib 
D. None of above 

56. Battle of Nadaun was fought between? 

A. Gum Gobind Singh ji and Al if Khan 

B. Hill Rajas and Alif Khan 

C. Raja Bhim Chand and Hill Chiefs 

D. None of above 

57. ’Kalmof was captured by Sikhs, after 
defeating Raja Bhim Chand in the battle 
of? 

A. Battle of Khidrana 

B. Battle orNirmoh 

C. Battle of Basoli 

D. Battle of Nadaun 

58. Gum - ki - Kashi is another name for? 

A. Damdama Sahib 

B. Anandpur Sahib 

C. Goindwal Sahib 

D. Khadur Sahib 

59. Who amongst the following Sikh Gurus 
abolished Masand System? 

A . Guru Tegh Bahadur ji 

B. Guru Gobind Singh ji 

C. Guru Har Rai ji 

D. None of above 

60. Gum Granth Sahib ji was compiled by: 

A. Guru Angad Dev ji 

B, Gum Arjan Dev ji 
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C. Guru Gobind Singh ji 

D. Guru Har Rai ji 

61. The oldest amongst five Takhls is? 

A. Takht Shri Damdama Sahib 

B. Takht Shri Kcshgarh Sahib 

C. Shri Akal Takht 

D. Takht Shri Patna Sahib 

62. Which one of the following p I a ce s/Takh ts 
is known for creation of Khalsa by 
baptizing *Panj Pyaras’? 

A. Takht Shri Kcshgarh Sahib 

B. Takht Shri Damdama Sahib 

C. Takht Shri Patna Sahib 

D. Takht Shri Hazur Sahib 

63. Hazur Sahib is located on the bank of 
which of the following rivers? 

A. Krishna 

B. Kaveri 

C. Godavari 

D. Mahanadi 

64. Which of the Following Takhls is regarded 

as the centre Tor propagating Sikhism in 
East India? 

A. Takht Shri Patna Sahib 

B. Takht Shri Hazur Sahib 

C. Takht Shri Kcshgarh Sahib 

D. Shri Akal Takht 

65. Official seal in the name of Guru Nanak 
Dev ji and Guru Gobind Singh ji was 
introduced by whom of following 

A. Baba Deep Singh 

B. Banda Singh Bahadur 

C. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 

D. Both B and C 

66. The holocaust of June 1746 in which 
thousands of Sikhs were killed in a war 
against Lakhpat Rai, the Diwan of Lahore, 
is called? 


A. Wadda Ghallughara 

B. Chhota Ghallughara 

C. Battle of Guns 

D. None of above 

67. ‘Kup Ruhira’ Memorial near Malcrkotla 
has been built to commemorate? 

A. Chhota Ghallughara 

B. Wadda Ghallughara 

C. Battle of Nadaun 

D. Battle of Chamkaur 

68. Treaty of Amritsar was signed between 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh and British in 
which year? 

A. 1803 

B. 1807 

C. 1809 

D. 1811 

69. The entire Kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh was divided into how many 
provinces? 

A. 2 

B. 5 

C. 7 

D. 4 

70. Nanakshahi coins were issued by whom of 
the following? 

A. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 

B. Banda Singh Bahadur 

C. Baba Deep Singh 

D. All the above 

71. The youngest son of Maharaja Ranjit 

i 

Singh was? 

A. Sher Singh 

B. Tara Singh 

C. Dalip Singh 

D. Nau Nihal Singh 

72. In Battle of Mudki, Sikh forces were led 
by whom of the following? 
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A. Lai Singh 

B. Tej Singh 

C. Sham Singh Attariwala 

D. Ranjodh Singh 

73. The British were defeated by Sikhs led by 
Ranjodh Singh, in which of the following 
battles? 

A. Battle of Aliwal 

B. Battle of Baddowal 

C. Battle of Sabraon 

D. Battle of Mudki 

74. Treaty of Lahore was signed between? 

A. Lord Hardinge and Maharaja Dalip 
Singh 

B. Hugh Gough and Maharaja Nau Nihal 
Singh 

C. Hugh Gough and Maharaja Dalip 
Singh 

D. None of above 

75. Jn (he Battle of Multan, British forces 
were led by? 

A. Sri Gough 

B. Genera! Whish 

C. Lord Hardinge 

D. Lord Dalhousie 

76. Which one of the following Anglo - Sikh 
Wars is called the 'Battle of Guns’? 

A. Battle of Ramanagar 

B. Battle of Chiltianwala 

C. Battle of Multan 

D. Battle of Gujrat 

77. Punjab was annexed to British Empire 
through a proclamation made by? 

A. Lord Hardinge 

B. Lord Wellington 

C. Lord Dalhousie 

D. None of above 

78. Penal code was introduced in Punjab in 


which year? 

A. 1850 

B. 1862 

C. 1865 

D. 1870 

79. The first railway line in the Punjab that 
commenced on 8 Feb 1859, ran from? 

A. Lahore to Multan 

B. Jalandhar to Delhi 

C. Amritsar to Multan 

D. Amritsar to Lahore 

80. Who amongst the following founded the 
Nirankari movement in Punjab? 

A, Baba Dayal 

B. Shiv Dayal 

C. Baba Barbara Singh 

D, Rattan Singh 

81. Namdhari or Kuka movement was 
founded by? 

A. Baba Dayal Singh 

B. Baba Balak Singh 

C. Baba Darbara Singh 

D. Baba Ram Singh 

82. Khalsa Diwan was another name for? 

A. Taruna Dal 

B. Da] Khalsa 

C. Singh Sabha 

D. None of above 

83. Khalsa College, Amritsar was founded in 
which year? 

A. 1890 

B. 1892 

C. 1894 

D. 1895 

84. Guru ka Bagh Morcha was aimed at? 

A. Reformation of Sikh Shrines 

B. To raise funds for Sikh Shrines 

C. To Publish and Circulate Sikh literature 


5w(t(A. Punjab * 


357 











Questions Sank 


D. Alt the above 

85. Anjuman - i - Punjab was founded with a 
purpose of? 

A. Translating important English books 
into Punjabi language 

B. Translating important Punjabi books to 
into English language 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

86. The Political body of Sikhs, called Sikh 
League had its first session at? 

A. Lahore 

B. Amritsar 

C. Ludhiana 

D. None of above 

87. The monument named 'The flame of 
Liberty* is associated with? 

A. Jalliamvala Bagh Massacre 

B. Baltic of Mudki 

C. Komagata Maru incident 

D. Gadar movement 

88. When was Sikh Gurdwara Act passed? 

A. In 1920 

B. In 1921 

C. In ! 923 

D. In 1925 

89. Who amongst the following was elected as 
the President of Punjab Ryasti Praja 
Man dal? 

A. Bhagwan Singh Longowalia 

B. Seva Singh Thikrivala 

C. Master Tara Singh 

D. Kishan Singh Gargajj 

90. Who amongst the following was appointed 
as a Chairman of Punjab Boundary 

Commission in 1947? 

A. Mr. Clement Allee 

B. Justice J.C. Shah 


C, Sir Cyril] RadclifTc 

D, Justice Tcja Singh 

91. PEPSU was formally inaugurated by 
merging together of how many east Punjab 
Princely states? 

A. 6 

B. 7 

C. 8 

D. 9 

92. When was the states Reorganization 
Commission appointed by the Govt, of 
India? 

A. 1953 

B. 1955 

C. 1954 

D. 1947 

93. Master Tara Singh was associated with 
which of the following movements? 

A. Gadar Movement 

B. Punjabi Suba Movement 

C. Punjab Ryasti Praja Mandat 

D. Babbar Akali Movement 

94. Who amongst the following was not a 
member of Punjab Boundary commission 

1966? 

A. Justice J.C. Shah 

B. S. Dutt 

C. M.M. Philips 

D. Cyrill RadclilTe 

95. Le Corbusier, the architect of Chandigarh 

was a: 

A. French architect 

B. Greek architect 

C. Russian architect 

D. Spanish architect 

96. Which one amongst the following is the 

ancient name of Bathmda? 

A. Lohgarh 
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B. Vikramgarh 

C. Harigarh 

D. None of above 

97. Which one of the following districts has 

the least sex ratio? 

A, Mansa 

B. Fcrozepur 

C. Balhinda 

D, Muktsar 

98. Which one amongst the following districts 

is referred as the area of White Gold? 

A. Mansa 

B. Fazilka 

C. Patiala 


D. Sangrur 

99. Giddcrbaha Tchsil falls in which of the 

following districts? 

A. Fazilka 

B. Ferozepur 

C. Sri Muktsar Sahib 

D. Fatehgarh Sahib 

100. Which one amongst the following districts 

reflects least population density? 

A. Moga 

B. Sangrur 

C. Sri Muktsar Sahib 

D. Bamala 

101. Amloh tehsil falls in which one of the 

following districts? 

A. Muktsar Sahib 

B. Fatehgarh Sahib 

C. Pathankot 

D. Kapurthala 

102. Which one of the following is named as 

the Manchester of India and Financial 
Capital of Punjab? 

A. Jalandhar 

B. Ludhiana 


C. Amritsar 

D. SAS Nagar 

103. Which one of the following ranks first in 

terms of Sex Ratio and total Literacy rate? 

A. Gurdaspur 

B. Hoshiarpur 

C. Pathankot 

D. Kapurthala 

104. Tehsil Batala falls in which of the 

following districts of Punjab? 

A. Pathankot 

B. Gurdaspur 

C. Kapurthala 

D. Fazilka 


IDS. Ranjit Sagar Dam Hydro Electric Project 

is in which of the following districts? 

A. Hoshiarpur 

B. Gurdaspur 

C. Pathankot 


D. None of above 

106. Which one of the following cities was 

founded by Shah Jahan? 

A. Kapurthala 

B. Bhulath 


C. Phagwara 

D. Sultanpur Lodhi 

107. Harike Wetland falls in which one of the 



A. Amritsar 


B. Tam Taran 

C 

C. Rupnagar 

D. Hoshiarpur 

108. The least decadal growth has been shown 

by which one of the following districts? 

A. Rupnagar 

B. SBS Nagar 

C. SAS Nagar 

D. None of above 
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109. Kharar and Dera Basi are the Tehsils of 

which of the following districts? 

A. SAS Nagar 

B. SBS Nagar 

C. Moga 

D. Jalandhar 

no. a rca wise, the smallest district of Punjab 

is? 

A. Bamala 

B. SAS Nagar 

C. Mansa 

D. Nawanshahr 

111. Borlaug Institute of South Asia (BISA) 

has been set up at? 

A. Ludhiana 

B. Bathinda 

C. Patiala 

D. SAS Nagar 

(12. Progressive Punjab Agriculture Summit, 

2014 was organized at? 

A. Muktsar 

B. SAS Nagar 

C. Gurdaspur 

D. Hoshiarpur 

113. At which one of the following places 

Kheii Bhawan has been set up? 

A. Ludhiana 

B. Fazilka 

C. Mohali 

D. Bathinda 

114. A centre of excellence for citrus has been 

established at Khanauri, Hoshiarpur in 
collaboration with Government oft 

A. Israel 

B. Japan 

C. Korea 

D. Malaysia 

115. A centre of excellence for Potato has been 



set up at? 

A. Gurdaspur 

B. Jalandhar 

C. Bathinda 

D. Ferozepur 

116. Where is the Lichi Estate established by 

the Punjab Government? 

A. Muktsar 

B. Bathinda 

C. Gurdaspur 

D. None of the above 

117. Main source of irrigation in Punjab is: 

A. Canals 

B. Dug wells 

C. TubcwcJIs 

D. Rivers 

118. Which one of the following is a provision 

under Mukh Mantri Pcndu Vikas Yojana? 

A. Constructing houses for poor 

B. Providing sewerage and streetlights 

C. Providing Plots to rural households 

D. All the above 

119. Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and 

Research centre is under which 

I 

Department of Government of India? 

A. Department of Health Sciences 

B. Department of Atomic Energy 

C. Department of Urban Development 

D. None of above 

120. City Bus service has not been started in 

which of following districts? 

A. Ludhiana 

B. Jalandhar 

C. Amritsar 

D. Bathinda 

121. 'Green Punjab Mission’ aims at which of 

the following objectives? 

A. Planting trees on institutional lands 
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B. Checking deforestation 

C. Conducting Surveys on regular boots in 
forest areas 

D. All the above 

122. E - Rickshaws have been introduced with 

an objective to? 

A. Providing employment opportunities to 
the poor 

B. Curb air pollution 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

123. Punjab State Electricity Board (PSEB) has 

been unbundled into: 

A. Punjab State Power Corporation 

Limited (PSPCL) 

B. Punjab State Transmission Corporation 
Limited (PSTCL) 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

124. The oldest thermal plant of Punjab is? 

A. Gum Gobind Singh Thermal Plant, 

Ropar 

B. Gum Nanak Thermal Plant, Bathinda 

C. Gum Har Gobind Thermal Plant 

D. Rajpura Thermal Power Plant 

125. Mukcrian Hyde! Project has been 

constructed over? 

A. River Beas 

B. River Ravi 

C. River Sutlej 

D. Interlink of Sutlej and Beas 

126. Upper Bari Doab Canal draws water from 

which river? 

A. River Sutlej 

B. River Beas 

C. River Ravi 

D. None of above 

127. Shanan Power House, owned by Punjab 


State lies in? 

A. Himachal Pradesh 

B. Punjab 

C. Haryana 

D. Jammu and Kashmir 

128. Punjab bagged ‘Best Performing State 

Award' in renewable energy building for 
its: 

A. Solar Mission 

B. Hyde! Mission 

C. Wind Energy 

D. Biomass Energy 

129. India's largest Roof Top Solar Power 

Plant of Capacity 7.50 MW has been 
commissioned at? 

A. Amritsar District 

B. Ludhiana District 

C. Bathinda District 

D. Jalandhar District 

130. The Punjab State Industrial Development 

Corporation Ltd (PSIDC) is engaged in 
promotion of which kind of Industries? 

A. Large Scale Industries 

B. Small Scale Industries 

C. Medium Scale Industries 

D. Both A and C 

131. Progressive Punjab Investor Summit, 2013 

was organized at? 

A. Muktsar 

B. SAS Nagar 

C. Gurdaspur 

D. Hoshiarpur 

132. Entrepreneurship Development Program 

aims to alleviate the financing difficulties 
faced by? 

A. Major Industries entrepreneurs 

B. Micro and small entrepreneurs 

C. Both A and B 
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D. None of abo ve 

133. The most literate district in the stale is? 

A. Hoshiarpur 

B. Ludhiana 

C. SBSNagar 

D. Jalandhar 

134. EDUSAT has been launched with an aim 

to provide: 

A. better quality education through 
satellite 

13. distant quality education 

C. instructional material to teachers. 

D. monitor teaching 

135. Project ‘PARVESH’ is launched at which 

level to provide quality education? 

A. Primary level 

B. Secondary level 

C. Higher secondary level 

D. At all levels 

136. Free text books are provided to all students 

iL f 

up to class 8 in Government Schools, 
under which of the following Schemes? 

A. Bcbe Nanaki Scheme 

B. Ladli Beti Scheme 

C. Bhai Jaitaji Scheme 

D. None of above 

137. Dr. Hargobind Khurana Scholarship 

Scheme aims to provide annual 

scholarship of Rs 30,000 per student, to 

the students securing? 

A. 80% marks 

B. 85% marks 

C. 90 % marks 

D. 75% marks 

138. The present funding pattern of Centre and 

State to implement SSA Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan is? 

A. 75 :25 
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B. 70:30 

C. 65 :30 

D. 60:35 

139. The Bhagat Puran Singh Buna Yojna aims 

at providing: 

* 

A. cashless medical treatment to Blue card 
holder families. 

B. medical cover of Rs L5 iac to poor. 

C. Both A and B 
D None of above 

140. Mission ‘Inderdhanush’ has been launched 

with an aim to: 

A. conduct immunization programmes for 
infants in the state 

B. promote institutionalized deliveries 

C. provide medical care to expectant 

woman 

D. All the above 

141. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act has an 
objective to: 

A. Enhance self employment of rural poor, 

B. Enhance livelihood security in rural 

areas. 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

142. SHG (Self Help Groups) networks have 

been launched / started under which of the 
following schemes? 

A. MG-NREGA 

B. SJGSY (Swarm Jayanti Gram 
Swarozgar Yojna) 

C. National Rural Livelihood Mission 

D. All the above 

143. Urban Community Development Network 

(UCDN) and Urban Self Employment 
Programme, are the components of which 
of the following schemes? 
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A. Indira Awaas Yojana 

B. Swaran Jayatiti Shchri Rozgar Yojana 

(SJSRY) 

C. Bolh A and B 

D. None or above 

144. Which of the following schemes aims to 

provide loan and subsidy to poor 

scheduled caste population: 

A. SJSRY 

B. PSCFC 

C. MG-NREGA 

D. BACKFINCO 

145- Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, Government of India, 
conducted which round of National 

Sample Survey in 2011 —2012? 

A. 65* round 

B. 68* round 

C. 70* round 

D. 64* round 

146. The 'Punjab Skill Development Mission' 

works under the Chairmanship of? 

A. Chief Minister of State 

B. Deputy C.M. of State 

C. Governor 

D. Chief Secretary 

147. Marine Academy is being established at? 

A. Rupnagar 

B. Jalandhar 

C. Ludhiana 

D. Bathinda 

148. Migrant Resource Centre at Chandigarh, 

aims to: 

A. Control irregular migration 

B. provide training courses in private 
security 

C. provide Technical and vocational 

training to youth 


D. All the above 

149. Public Distribution System (PDS) is 
operated under the responsibility of? 

A. Central Government 

B. State Government 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of these 

150. 'Consumer Protection Celt* established by 

the Punjab Government, extends its 
control over? 

A. Hoarding 

B. Black marketing 

C. Speculation 

D. all the above 

151. Which one of the following is the 

lengthiest highway in Punjab? 

A. NH-17 

B. NH -21 

C. NH -1 

D. None of these 

152. Mata Kaushalaya Kalyan Scheme, aimed 

to increase: 

A. birth of girl child 

B. Institutional deliveries 

C. Women empowerment 

D. None of the above 

153. 'Kanya Jagriti Jyoti Scheme' was 

launched with a purpose ol? 

A. uplifting social status of girls 

B. reducing school dropout rate 

C. Encouraging birth of girls 

D. both A and B 

154. 'Saanjh' Kendras arc meant to: 

A. Bridge the gap between Police and The 
Public 

B. Provide a rapid rural Police Response 
System (RRPRS) 

C. Provide Night Patrolling 
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D. All the above 

155- How many services come under the 

preview of Right to Service Act, 2011? 

A. 210 

B. 351 

C. 206 

D. 251 

156. e ” district Project has been successfully 

implemented in which of the following 

districts of Punjab? 

A. Amritsar 

B. Kapunhab 

C. SBS Nagar 

D. All 22 Districts 

157. Punjab Government has been conferred 

with ‘Best Governance Practice’ Award, 
2015 for 

A. for implementing RTt 

B. for abolishing non statutory affidavits 

C. for providing SUWIDHA centres 

D. for providing Saanjh Kendras 

158. The new shape and order was given to 

Gurmukht tetters by which one of the 
following Gurus? 

A. Guru Angad Dev ji 

B. Guru Amar Das ji 

C. GuruAtjan Devji 

B. Guru Nanak Dev ji 

159. How many conjunctions are there in a 

Gurmukht script? 

A. 4 

B. 5 

C. 3 

D. 2 

160. Punjabi owes its origin as a: 

A. Indo Greek Language 

B. Indo Roman language 

C. Indo Aryan language 


D. None of above 

161. Which one of the following is considered 

as ‘Taxali Boh’? 

A. Majhi 

B. Malvai 

C. Doabi 

D. Puadhi 

162. Which one of (he following dialect of 

Punjabi is used in the areas falling 
between Beas and the Satluj? 

A. Malvai 

B. Doabi 

C. Puadhi 

D. Majhi 

163. Who amongst the following acted as a 

scribe to write ‘Adi Granth’? 

A. Bhai Bhudha ji 

B. BhaiGurdasji 

C. Bhai Mardanaji 

D. None of above 

164. Who amongst the following is considered 

as the Pioneer of the Kafi form of Punjabi 
Poetry? 

A. Shah Hussain 

B. Bulleh Shah 

C. Waris Shah 

D. Ptllu 

165. Who amongst the following is honoured as 

the Shakespeare of Punjab? 

A. Bulleh Shah 

B. Waris Shah 

C. Shah Hussain 

D. None of above 

166. Who amongst (he following is considered 

as the creator of Modem Punjabi 
literature? 

A. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha 

B. Dhani Ram Chatrik 
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C. Bhai Vir Singh 

D. Sant Singh Sekhon 

167. Who amongst the following is known as 

the ‘'Father of Punjabi Drama’? 

A. Sant Singh Sekhon 

B. BalwantGargi 

C. Gurdial Singh 

D. Ishwar Chandra Nanda 

168. ‘Chitta Lahu' and *lkk Mian do Talwara* 

are the compositions of: 

A. BalwantGargi 

B. Nanak Singh 

C. Bhai Vir Singh 

D. Ishwar Chandra Nanda 

169. 'The Naked Triangle’ is an autobiography 

of whom of the following? 

A. Balraj Sahni 

B. Balwanl Gargi 

C. J as want Singh Kanwai 

D. Knrtar Singh Duggal 

170. Amrita Pritam received Bhartiya Jnanpilh 

Award for which one of her compositions? 

A. Pinjar 

B. Sunehe 

C. Kagaz Te Kanwas 

D. Lok Peed 

171. Dalip Kaur Tiwana received which of the 

following awards for her composition - 
Eho Hamara Jeewana? 

A. Sahitya Akademi Award 

B. SaraswatiSamman 

C. Padam Shri Award 

D. Sahitya Akademi Fellowship 

172. Who amongst the following has been the 

youngest recipient of Sahitya Akademi 
A w ard? 

A. Surjit Patar 

B. Dalip Kaur Tiwana 


C. Shiv Kumar Batalvi 

D. Amrita Pritam 

173. The Jnanpilh Award was instituted in 

which year? 

A. 1961 

B. 1963 

C. 1970 

D. 1965 

174. Who amongst the following had been the 

recipients ofJnanpith award? 

A. Amrita Pritam 

B. Gurdial Singh 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

175. Who amongst the following had been the 

first recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award 
in Punjabi language? 

A. Amrita Pritam 

B. Bhai Vir Singh 

C. Dalip Tiwana 

D. Gurdial Singh 

176. Who amongst the following had not been 

the recipient of Saraswati Samman? 

A. Harbhajan Singh 

B, Dalip Kaur Tiwana 

C. Surjit Patar 

D, Gurdial Singh 

177. The Dhahan Prize is awarded by which of 

the following? 

A. Canada India Education Society (CIES) 

B. University of British Columbia (UBCJ 

C. Both A and B 

D. None of above 

178. Who amongst the following is the first 

recorded poet in Punjabi Language? 

A. Bullch Shah 

B. Hoshim Shah 

C. Baba Farid 
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D. Guru Nanak Dev 

179. ‘Bachitra Natali’ is the composition of 

whom of the following? 

A. Guru Nanak Dev ji 

B. Bullch Shah 

C. Baba Farid 

D. Guru Gobind Singh ji 

180. 'Mahan Kosh’- the Sikh Encyclopedia was 

written by: 

A. Bhai Vir Singh 

B. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha 

C. Sant Singh Sekhon 

D. Kirpa Sagar 

181. Punjabi weakly ‘Khalsa Samachar 1 was 

started by? 

A. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha 

B. Bhai Vir Singh 

C. Gurbaksh Singh Preetlari 

D. Harpal Tiwana 

182. ‘Merian Abhut Yaddan* is the composition 

of: 

A. Dhani Ram Chatrik 

B. Prof. Puran Singh 

C. Gurbaksh Singh Preetlari 

D. Ishwar Chander Honda, 

183. Who amongst the following was honoured 

with Sahitya Akademi Award in 1959 for 
composition ‘Wadda Vela'? 

A, Balraj Salini 

B, Kartar Singh Duggnl 

C, Prof. Mohan Singh 

D, None of above 

184. Who amongst the following became the 

first woman to win Sahitya Akademi 
Award? 

A. Dilip Kaur Tiwana 

B. Amrita Pritam 

C. Ajit Kaur 
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D. Sheila Bhatia 

185. Who amongst the following received 

Saraswati Samman for the Novel ‘Katha 
kaho Urvashi’? 

A. Shiv Kumar Batalvj 

B. Surjit Patflr 

C. Dalip Kaur Tiwana 

D. Jaswant Singh Kanwal 

186. ‘Hanere Vich Sulagdi Vammala’ is the 

composition of which one of the following 
writers? 

A. Surjit Patar 

B. Mohan Singh 

C. Bhai Veer Singh 

D. Harbhajan Singh 

187. Which one of the following compositions 

is the autobiography of Dalip Kaur 

Tiwana? 

A. Eho Hamara Jiwana 

B. Nange Pairan Da Safer 

C. Hastaakhar 

D. Agni Parifehya 

188. Which one of the following fairs is held in 

honour of Goddess ‘Scclla* in Punjab? 

A. Jarag Fair 

B. Chappar Fair 

C. Roshni da mcla 

D. Muktsar fair 

189. Roshni fair at Jagraon is held in honour of 

which of the following Muslim Pirs? 

A. Sheikh Ahmad Farooqui Sirhindi 

B. Abdul Kadcr Jatani 

C. Gugga Pir 

D. None of above 

190. Which one oF the following festivals is 

celebrate to commemorate the 
establishment of Khalsa by Guru Gobind 
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A. Basant Panchami 

B. Hoi a - Mohalla 

C. Lohri 

D. Gurparb 

191. Rural Olympics arc held at which of (he 

following districts of Punjab? 

A. Ludhiana 

B. Mukisar 

C. Fatchgarh Sahib 

D. Amritsar 

192. Urs or Rauza Sharif is celebrated with 

great pomp and show at which of the 

following places? 

A. Faridkot 

B. Sirhind 

C. Anandpur Sahib 

D. Ludhiana 

193. Which one of the following dances is not 

performed by women? 

A. Sammi 

B. Gtddha 

C. Kikli 

D. Luddi 

194. A kind of folk dance ‘Jindua’ is performed 

by? 

A. Males alone 

B. Females atone 

C. Both males and females 

D. None of above 

195. Which one of the Following dances form 

can be performed even in sitting pasture? 

A. JulEt 

B. Luddi 

C. Dhamal 

D. Dankara 

196. Which one of (he following musical 

instruments consists of a pair of wooden 

flutes? 


A. Sarangi 

B. Bugchu 

C. Algoza 

D. Rabaab 

197. Which one of the following instruments 

was created by the tenth Sikh Guru? 

A. Tanpura 

B. Taus 

C. Tab la 

D. Saranda 

198. Which one of the following musical 

instruments is an invention of Bharat 
Muni? 

A. Taus 

B. Saranda 

C. Tabla 

D. Pakhawaj 

199. The art of mud wall paintings prevalent in 

villages of Punjab is called? 

A. Chowk - Poorana 

B. Phulkari 

C Paper Meshy art 
D. Rural Art 

200. Which one of (he following is not an 

ornament used by Punjabi men? 

A. Sarpesh 

B. Gokru 

C. Laung 

D. Takhti 

201. Which one of the following Gurdwaras 

has been installed at Amritsar to mark the 
birth of Guru Har Gobind ji? 

A. Gurdwara Ramsar 

B. Guru ka Mahal 

C. Guru ki Wadali 

D. Gurdwara Kandh Sahib 

202. Which one of the following forls does not 

fall in district Rupnagar? 
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A. QilaTaragarh 

B. Qita Holgarh 

C. Gobindgarh Fort 

D. Keshgarh Sahib Fort 

203. Which one of the following forts has been 

named after Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan? 

A. Shahpur Kandi Fort 

B. Philtaur Fort 

C. Qila Mubarak 

D. Sarai Lashkeri Khan Fort 

204. Which one of the following memorials 

commemorates the tricentenary of the 

Birth of Khalsa? 

A. Sikh Ajaibghar 

13. Khalsa Heritage Memorial 

C. Maharaja Ranjit Singh Museum 

D. None of above 

205. Which one of the following is/are the 

archeological sites of Punjab? 

A. Dber Majra 

B. Bara 

C. Dhotbaha 

D. All the above 

206. Who amongst the following personalities 

was deported to Mandalay Jail along with 
La la Lajpat Rai? 

A. Bhai Maharaj Singh 

B. Sohan Singh Bhakna 

C. Baba Kharak Singh 

D. Saiftiddin Kitchlew 

207. Who amongst the following was the 

founder President of Ghadar Party? 

A. Lala Lajpat Rai 

B. Sardar Aj it Singh 

C. Sohan Singh Bhakna 

D. Baba Kharak Singh 

208. Under whom of the following directions, 

Sikhs decided to take part in non- 
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cooperation movement? 

A. Sohan Singh Bhakna 

B. Baba Kharak Singh 

C. Bhai Maharaj Singh 

D. Sardar Ajit Singh 

209. Who amongst the following is considered 

as the architect of Post - Independence 
Punjab Province? 

A. Inder Kumar Gujral 

B. Pa nap Singh Kairon 

C. Giani Zail Singh 

D. Beant Singh 

210, Who amongst the following was the first 

Asian to be elected as the Chairman of 
Commonwealth Parliamentarian Executive 
Fonrnt? 

A. Dr Balram Jakhar 

B. Gurbachan Singh Tohra 

C. Harchand Singh Longowal 

D. Beant Singh 
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18.2 Answer Key of Practice Questions on General Knowledge of Punjab: 
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‘Kal ke kapaal par likha ek naam - Sadda Punjab’ 

Dainik Savera 


*a treasure trove, providing detailed account of Punjab 

Girish Dayalan, IAS • 


'The author eminently succeeds in demysti fying the subject of General Knowledge of Punjab. 
The account is so comprehensive, meticulous... and so vivid to keep the reader hooked' 

Dr. Daljit Singh Cheema 

Former Education Minister of Punjab 


‘The book provides vivid glimpse of the ubiquity of ancient, medieval and modern history of Punjab' 

Harjit Singh Sohi, IRS (Retd. 


‘It is Punjab-pedia where you get everything related to the state, 1 think 1 have never come 

across such a wonderful book on Punjab’. 

Rohit Mehra, IRS 


‘The book is expected to be an asset to civil services aspirants as the subject matter has been 

presented in such a unifying manner that instil confidence amongst readers'. 

K. G. Dhawan, IRS 
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